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THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 


Official Report of the Thirteenth Session. 

Volume LXII — No. 2. 

Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Monday, 
the 9th March, 1942, at 8-30 a.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon'ble Sir Muhammad A/.izul Hauue, c.i.e., 
Khan Bahadur) in the ('hair, 9 Hon’ble Ministers and 199 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Leave to security prisoner Sreejut Deb Kumar Ghosh. 

•99. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA CANCULI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge Of the Home Department be pleased to state whether 
on receipt of the telegraphic news of the illness of his mother, security 
prisoner Sreejut Del) Kumar (iiiosh, at present detained in Hijli Special 
•Tail, has applied to the Qawernment for leave to go home? 

(b) If so, whether the leave has been granted to him? 

( c ) If the answer to (6) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reason therefor? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT <tfH Hon’ble 
Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq)i (a) Yes. 

(■ b ) No. 

(e) I had an inquiry instituted and have been informed that the 
present condition of the prisoner’s mother is not such as to warrant the 
grant of any leave to him. I am also informed that the prisoner abused 
l«is privilege on a previous occasion. 
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QUESTIONS. 


[9th March, 


Srijut HARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to explain how he abused his privilege on a previous 
occasion ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am informed that he got 
into communication with persons against whom communication was 
restricted. 

Persons dealt with under Defence of India Rules in Bengal. 

MOO. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA GANGULY: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to 
state — 

( i ) the number of persons dealt with under the Defence of India 

Itules in Bengal up till now as — 

(1) security prisoners, 

(2) interned, 

(3) ex tern ed, and 

(4) persons whose movements have been restricted in other 
ways; and 

(/?') whether the Government is considering the desirability of 

releasing the aforesaid persons? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reason therefor? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a ) (i) The information 
desired in the form by the honourable member is not available. By the 
middle of January, 1942, however, the figures were, for individuals 
dealt with for “political” or anti-war activities — 

(1) 273. 

(2) to (4) 2,011. 

(ii) No. 

(b) Their release is not considered expedient in the public interest. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN : With reference to answer (/>), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether he is considering the 
desirability of setting up a competent Tribunal to consider if their 
release is not really expedient in the public interest? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes, Sir. That question 
is being considered. 
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Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: , lit- 

TCTt'nr TO f%, R ’T^S Security Prisoners TOC^T, *10 «R 

. tot— * ts*R stTOfcf career 'arfcrrt «pff toc^t <d^ r TO*n iref - 

crofo '.ttrot Wt strop? ? 

The Hon’bl. Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That information is not 
available, but I take it as a notice and I will answer it later on. 

Ban on Muslim League Meetings within Noakhali District. 

•101. Mr. M. A. H. ISPAHAN I : (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department aware that all meetings of the Muslim 
League which were due to be held at Lnkshimpur, Sonahnuri, Sandwip 
and Habiganj in the district of Noakhali were prohibited by the District 
Magistrate ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons therefor ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Yes. 

(b) The reasons are given in the District Magistrate’s letter, a copy 
of which is laid on the Library Table. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Dou ble Minister be 
pleased to explain how the speeches directed against the personnel of 
the Ministry were considered objectionable under the Defence of India 
Rules ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It was considered by the 

District Magistrate in his judgment. 1 cannot say anything further. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Ikies the Government agree to 
that view of the District Magistrate? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Why not? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: After all that is your opinion. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That may be the wrong inter- 
pretation of the District Magistrate. That is why I wanted to enquire 
from Government whether they agreed with the view’ that the speeches 
directed against the personnel of the Ministry come wdthin the mischief 
of the Defence of India Rules. Can I put a question like that? 



4 


QFB8TI0NS. 


[9th Mabck, 


Mr. SPEAKER S You cannot ask for the opinion of Government; 
you con ask for information. You will see that under the rules opinion 
is not permissible. 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Our question is whether 

Government agreed to the judgment of the District Magistrate. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Is it in the past tense? If it is in the po9t tense 
then it is admissible, but if it is in the future, it is not admissible. 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Yes, it is in the past tense. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: We had no reason to 

consider that question at all. The order was passed by the Magistrate 
on his oWn responsibility and we received no representation to consider 
that matter. 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, is that the answer to 
my question? My question was whether Government agreed to the 
judgment of the District Magistrate? 

Mr. SPEAKER. He has said that no such question arose. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : Does the Dou ble Minister 
consider the desirability of making tills point clear and issue a circular 
to all the District Magistrates that if speeches are delivered against the 
personnel of the Ministry in a constitutional manner, they should not 
come under the mischief of the Defence of India Ilules? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Government does not 
consider it necessary, because the District Magistrates can be trusted 
to exercise their discretional judgment properly. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: In this case, Sir, the District 
Magistrate’s view was 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is another matter. 

Refusal of District Magistrate of Bogra to grant permission to students 
to hold meeting. 

•102. Mr. K. NOORUDDIN: {a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department aware that the District Magistrate 
refused to grant permission to the Muslim students of Bogra to hold a 
meeting in the town on the loth January, 1942? 



1942.] 


QUESTIONS. 


8 


(6) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reasons for 
the refusal of the permission. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Yes. 

(6) There was an apprehension that the meeting would be made the 
occasion for a breach of the peaee. The conveners of the meeting 
agreed to abandon the proposal upon an understanding with a rival 
group. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister he 
pleased to state who are the rival groups and how this agreement was 
arrived at? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ : I can tell ray honourable 
friend that one of the groups was headed by the honourable member 
himself 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That is not a fact. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The question whether it is a fact or not does not 
arise. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, we have not yet heard the 
reply of the Lfon’ble Minister fully. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 am speaking from the 
report. I have no personal knowledge. The report .says tliat one of 
the groups was headed by the honourable member himself and the 
other group was headed by one or two members of an organisation, 
who are now member* of the Progressive Coalition Party. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That was not the supple- 
mentary question put. I want to know what was the understanding 
and how- the question of abandoning the meeting arose. What were 
the terras of the agreement? Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to 
state what understanding was arrived at? 

Maulvi ABU H088AIH 8ARKAR: 4 You know it very well. 

‘The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: There is nothing on record 
to show that, hut the report indicates that *there was a difference 
between the two organisations and in stmftrfbrm or other there was an 
agreement but as to what it -was is not disclosed in the report. 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
consider the desirability of making an enquiry as to the authenticity 
or veracity of the report? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I do not think it neces- 
sary to do so. The matter has been settled and I do not want to reopen 
it. 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: But the statement is not 
correct. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I do not think that you can say whether the 
District Magistrate was right or wrong. You can ask a fresh question 
if you like. 


Home internment of the Secretary, Muslim League, Noakhali. 

•103. Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department aw’are that the Secretary, District 
Muslim League of Noakhali, has been home interned for 3 months by 
the District Magistrate of Noakhali with effect from the 17th January, 
1942? 

(b) If so, will the Hon*ble Minister be pleased to state the reason 
therefor ? 

(r) Will the ITon’ble Minister l>e pleased to state what was his 
professional income before his internment? 

( d ) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of giving 
him an allowance during the period of his internment? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) A person so described 
has been so restricted. 

(6 ) [ For thejuaintenancc of public peace and order. 

(c) I have no information. 

(d) A request of this kind has not been received. 


Arrest of Muslim League workers in Tippera. 

•104. Mr. K. N00RUDDIN: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Home Department aw’&re — * 

(t) that certain Muslim League members were arrested at Paschim- 
gaon (Laksham), Tippera; and 

(tt) that a number of persons were attacked by the police with lathi $ 
a mile away from the Laksham station ? 
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(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ hie 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(t) the reasons thereof; and 

(ii) whether he is contemplating taking any steps in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) ( i ) and (b) (t) No such 

arrest was made by the police at Paschimgaon, police-station Laksham. 

Three persons were, however, arrested on the 22nd January, 1942, 
at Daulatganj, police-station Laksham, for organising and leading an 
unauthorised procession in violation of the District Magistrate’s general 
prohibitory order under the Defence of India Rule. They were con- 
victed under rule '>(](•/) of t he Defence of India Rules and sentenced to 
imprisonment till the rising of the court on the 31st January, 1942. 

(«) (H) No. 

(6) ( 1 1 ) Does not arise. 

Introduction of oompulsory primary education in Rajahahi. 

•105. Maulvi M. MOSLEM ALI MOLLAH: (a) Will the Hon’bJe 
Minister in charge of the Education Department lx* pleased to state in 
how many districts of Bengal compulsory primary educatiop scheme has 
since l>een introduced? 

(h) Do the Government contemplate the introduction of the said 
scheme in the district of Rujshahi in near future? 

(V) If the answer to (/>) is in the, affirmative, will the Ilon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state when it is likely to be introduced in that 
district ? 

• MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION and COMMERCE and 
LABOMR DEPARTMENTS (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Abdul 

Karim): (a) None. 

(b) No. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Imposition of education cam in Sundartoen, Estate, 24-Par ganas. 

•106. Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: {a) Is the IWhle Minister 
in charge of the Education Department aware of the imposition of the 
education cess in the Sundarban Estates of the district^ of 24-I^arganas? 
(b) If so, will he be pleased to stat^- 

(i) the amounts of cess realised 1 from tjie said area during the last 
official year; and * 
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(it) the sum spent for the development of education therein? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering* the desirability of taking 
necessary steps for spending the full amount of cesses realised for the 
education of the people of the said area ? 

The Hon’Me Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: The member is 

referred to the reply given to starred question No. 87 on the 25th „ 
February, 1942. 


Relief to flood-etricken people of Sabang than®, Midnapore. 

•107. Mr. DEBENDRA LAL KHAN: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Revenue Department aware that the last flood, in 
October, 1941, in the river Kele Ghai has caused damages to about 64 
villages within thana Sabang in the district of Midnapore? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps, if any, have been taken by the 
Government to alleviate the distress of the people of the said area? 

(r) I)o the Government contemplate granting gratuitous relief to 
the said flood-stricken people? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjeo): (u) About 55 villages were 
affected by the Hood. No extensive damage was reported to have been 
caused except in a few villages. 

(b) and (c) The following amounts have been distributed for the relief 
of the people of the affected area: — 

Rs. 

Gratuitous relief ... 2,000 

House building grant ... 1*000 

Agricultural Toan ... 15,000 


Distress in Tippera. 

•108. ijr. SHAHED. ALI: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of tbe Revenue Deptfjtment aware that an acute- distress is prevailing 
in some portions of 4he district of Tippera, due to t^e destruction of jute, 
aus and Poush paddy crop#? T 
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(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what relief, if any, has been, given by the 

* Government in the shape of — 

(1) agricultural loan, 

(2) gratuitous relief, and 

(3) test relief measure 

(the amount to be shown separately in each Union under each head)? 

( c ) Will the Hon 'Me Minister be pleased to state how many deaths 
have been reported by the chaukidars in the Natherpetua Union, police- 
station l>aksham, district Tippera, as due to starvation? 

(d) Is it a fact that Ulfaternessa, daughter of Kajjabali, of the 
village Sakchail, police-station Laksham, Sadar subdivision, district 
Tippera. died on the 17<h Kartick, 1348, of starvation, and Hahimjan 
llibi, wife of Asrabali, of village Bhuinaghar, police-station Laksham, 
district Tippera, died of starvation in Aswin, 1348? 

(f:) lias the llon’ble Minister received any report from any member 
of the Bengal Legislative Assembly — 

</) about the requirements of the people of the affected localities; 
and 

(n) about the deaths ot many persons due to starvati m or due to 
diseases aiming out ot starvation? 

(/) If t he answer to clause (r) (n) is in the affirmative, will the 
llon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any enquiry has been 
made into the matter? 


The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERdEE: (a) There was 

some distress. 

( h) Agricultural loan — Its. 7, 05, 119. 

Gratuitous relief— Its. 82, 04 1-3-9 and Its. 1,16, 351-11-9 (Paddy 
husking). 

Teat relief — Rs. 24 ,90 1-6-9. 

The amount given, Union by Union, is shown in a statement laid 
on the Library Table. 

(c) None. 

(d) No. 

(e) Yes. 

(/) Yes. On enquiry by Relief Officers it transpired that there was 
no death due to starvation. 
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Mr. DHlttENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us when the enquiry was made whether the member 
who reported about the death due to starvation was allowed to be 
present ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANER4EE: I have no 

information on that point. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state wliat is the basis of his answer to question (c) ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: The basis of 
the answer is the report of t lie local officials. I have got the report 
here. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that Rajjabali made a definite 
statement to the member who inspected the locality that the death 
was due to starvation and that the ehaukidar and the members of the 
Union Board also subscribed to that statement? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: 1 have not 
got that document with me. 


Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to accept the statement if it is handed over to him now? 


The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Yes, most 
certainly. I shall be very glad to hold a further enquiry if I am given 
an opportunity. 


Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: 

TOfro, ( / ) m Sin or ft i $n nwr ort i 'mo? 

frjfa 'TU'tfl, “On enquiry starvation” f%f% 5ftf% d 4 Wd, 

Jfl report 4T7TC5, '5tC3 I tVf ^ H t g t CW STTfatt 

giff c*$ tot? f^*n ci to f%f% '*tc? 5 T i spfm? fa 4$ 
fwsstm *ttf? stt* of f%f% 'fsnfa tot ortooi of 

w'f f%«i 'Tip'! rnr%t fajn ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am sorry, that question does not arise. I do 
not think that anybody can answer whether the death w;as due to any 
disease arising out of starvation. 



1042 .] 


QUESTIONS. 


11 


Mhi NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: .Sir, 
tfjfri ^5 yc?tc^ ; frsFrti v*\ crra •ftor i 4ffW 4fcfi 

'<&$ 5** CY'SYl orf^f Sir, (Laughter) nilt I 

Non-agriculturaJ Tenancy Bill. 

IBS. Maulvi MUHAMMAD IBRAILs (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state 
whether the Government contemplate the introduction and passing of a 
Non- Agricultural Tenancy Bill during the present Budget Session of 
the Assembly ? 

( b ) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon Tile Minister 
be pleased to state whether the Government are considering the desira- 
bility of extending the term of the Bengal Non-Agriculturul Tenancy 
(Temporary Provisions) Act, 1940 (Bengal Act IX of 1940) ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEEl (a) No. 

(h) Yes. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us if the Government contemplate the introduction and 
parsing of a Bill during the current session of the Assembly!' 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Not during 
the current session, for this reason that there is already a Bill known 
as the Bengal Non-Agricultural Tenancy (Temporary Provisions) Bill. 
The Government is extending the life of that Bill with a view to 
bunging forward a comprehensive Non-Agricultural Tenancy Bill as 
earl\ as possible. 


Introduction of the Bengal Non-Agrioultural Tenancy Bill. 

*110. Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ* (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department aware that the tenants holding 
Chandina rights (tenants at will} in the towns, markets and municipal 
areas, etc., are liable to ejectment? 

(h) If so, do the Government contemplate the introduction and 
passing of the Non-Agricultural Tenancy Bill at an early date? 

* The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH SAMBRJitl (a) Yea. 

(b) Yes; the matter will be taken up as soon as possible. 


2 
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[9th March, 


Printing of* voters’ lists for Central Legislative Assembly and amount 
allotted for Mymensingh. 

•111. Mr. CIASUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister in* 
charge of the Home (Constitution and Elections) Department be pleased 
to state — 

(a) what was the amount allotted to the district of Mymensingh 

for the purpose of printing the list of voters for the Central 

Legislative Assembly; and 

(b) what are the names of the presses which were entrusted with 

the work of printing Buch list? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) A lump sum was allotted 
for expenditure under the head “Elections for legislatures” in which 
no separate amount was earmarked for printing the electoral rolls for 
the Indian I/egislative Assembly, the charge for which is also debitable 
against the same head. 

(b) 1. Charu Press, Mymensingh. 

2. Sen Press, Mymensingh. 

3. ITdayan Press, Mymensingh. 

4. Lily Press, Mymensingh. 

5. Milan Press, Mymensingh. 

(>. District Board Press, Mymensingh. 

7. Kamala Press, Mymensingh. 

Pay and proapoots of inferior Government servants. 

•112. Mr. DHANANJOY ROY: («) With reference to the reply 
given to unstarred question No. 28 of the 4th August last, will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to 
state whether the Government has as yet come to any final decision in 
the matter^ 

(b) If so, what are their decisions? 

(<*) If the answer to clause (a) above be in the negative, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state when the Government expect to 
reach a final settlement in this direction? 

MINISTER in charge' of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’blo Dr. Syamaprasad Mookarjto): (a) No. 

(6) Does not arise. * 
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( c ) Government feel that the present disturbed times a»e not appro- 
priate times in which to consider the revision of the pay scales of 
menials. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether it is in the contemplation of Government, to do any- 
thing for ameliorating the lot of these poor paid people? 

The HOft’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Dearness 
allowance of lie. 1 has l>een granted and an additional rupee has also 
been sanctioned in some oases. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8: After these abnormal times hove 
passed away, is it in the contemplation of Government to ameliorate the 
lot of these people? 

The Hon’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: It is didicult 
for me to predict what will be done after the abnormal times have 
blown over. 


Enforcement of the Bengal Shops and Establishments Act, 1840, in 

Chittpgong. 

•113. Dr. 8ANAULLAH: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Commerce and labour Department be pleased to state when the 
Bengal Shops and Establishment* Art, 1940 (Bengal Act XVI of 1940), 
would be enforced in the town of Chittagong? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reasons for 
the delay in enforcing the Act in the said town? 

• Tho Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: The Act came inio 
force in Calcutta and its suburbs and the Howrah Municipal area only 
with effect from the 1st April, 1941. We want to have some experience 
of the working of a measure of this kind, before it is decided to extend 
its application to other areas. There is also the question of staff. 
Already a Chief Inspector and 12 Inspectors with 12 peons have been 
appointed for the administration of the Act in the Calcutta area. The 
Act can be extended to other areas by notification and we shall extend 
it as soon as it is dear that conditions for such extension are suitable. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: With -regard to suitable condition, 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what are those conditions 
that the Government want to be fulfilled so that the Act may be 
extended to Chittagong and other areas? 
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The Hon’ r bl« Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: In the present 
circumstances the conditions are principally financial and also war 
conditions. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CH08E: Is it a fact that this Act was 
applied simply to remove the hardship of shop assistants? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Yes, it was so. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: Is the Hon’ble Minister of opinion 
that the shop assistants in the mofussil areas are not undergoing the 
same hardship and that the conditions in those localities are different? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CH08E: Then I shall put the question in 
a different way. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether 
he will consider the desirability of removing the grievances of shop 
assistants in the mofussil areas who are labouring under the very same 
difficulties under which the shop assistants in Calcutta were labouring 
before 1940? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: That is very 
near to our heart, 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what are the reasons to discriminate these two classes 
of shop assistants, one in Calcutta area and the other in mofussil area? 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is provided in the Act. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Internment of certain persons in Noakhafi. 

56. Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN (Dacoft): (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Horae Department aware — 

(t) that five leading Muslims of Noakhali have been home-interned 
by the orders of the District Magistrate; 

(ti) that they are members and office-bearers of the Muslim League ; 
and 
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(iti) that one of them is required to report himself t8 the police* 
station every Sunday, 14 miles away from his village? 

( b ) If the answer to («) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons of such internment? 

The Hort’Me Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) (i) Orders were issued 
restricting six Muslims to their homes. 

(it) I have no information as to their membership of or office in the 
Muslim League but it would appear that they are in some way connected 
therewith. 

(lit) Such a requirement was imj>osed but has now been withdrawn. 

( b ) Their restriction was considered by the local officer to be neces- 
sary for the maintenance of public order and to prevent the commission 
of prejudicial acts. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon' 'hie Minister be 
pleased to state if these internment orders were passed just before the 
arrival of the Hon’ble Ministers concerned in Noakluili? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Some time before. 

Khwaja Sir NAZIM UDDIN: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased 
to give us on idea of the nature of the prejudicial acts that were likely 
to be committed by these persons? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As regards Maulvi 
Mujibor Ilahman, he has been asked to show cause against prosecution 
under the Defence of India Rule 56 for violation of the condition under 
•which he was permitted to take out a procession (shouted slogans in 
support of the Muslim League leaders) and mused a breach of the 
peace at the station. He distributed pamphlets attacking the Hon’ble 
the Chief Minister and throwing aspersions on the Hindu religion, 
culture and civilisation calculated to wound their feelings. Action is 
being taken against him for such prejudicial activities under Defence 
of India Rule ‘18 read with Rule 34. Not content with this he visited 
all the places which the Hon’ble the Chief Minister would be visiting 
and organised hostile demonstrations; he also excited the Muslims by 
appealing to their communal passions. In the circumstances stated it 
was necessary to intern him at his village home with restrictions on hi* 
activities. 

So far as Maulvi Siddiqullah is concerned, he is a clerk and an 
associate of Maulvi Mujibar Rahman and is an accomplice of the latter 
in his unlawful activities. Similar action was also taken against him. 
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So far a s Maul vis Wahid ullah Chowdhury, Ziauddin Haider, Khaje 
Ahmed and Sultan Ahmed are concerned, Khaje Ahmed is engaged in 
subversive activities connected with the Feni Khaksar Bahini. The 
other three along with him were working together to bring about dis- 
location in the administration by promulgating class hatred and dis- 
tributing highly objectionable and inflammatory leaflets, and inciting 
the students of the Feni College and the Muslim masses against the 
supporters of jhe present Ministry and particularly the two M.L.A.’s 
of Feni. They held secret political meetings inside mosques without 
permission, in defiance of the District Magistrate’s orders under the 
Defence of India Itules. They were therefore interned in their homes 
under the Defence of Indio Itule 20. 

Kbwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is the policy of this Government to use the Defence of 
India Itules for any demonstration against the present Ministry-' 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That is not the policy of 
the present Government, but it is the discretion of the District Magis- 
trates which ought to prevail as Sir Nazimuddin ought to know. 

Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Jt is absolutely incorrect to say that 
District Magistrates were given the power of discretion to take action 
against any recognised or subversive organisation. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Will the Hon'ble Minister he pleased to state 
whether the District Magistrate of Tippera asked the Krislmk-Proja 
people not to hold any meeting in the district with regard to jute and 
jute affairs and the Ministry during t he time of the ex-Home Minister, 
Sir Nazimuddin, who evaded all responsibility on the plea that it was 
within the discretion of the District Magistrate concerned ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what were the reasons for the enforcement of the order 
requiring certain persons to report themselves to the police at a distance 
of 14 miles from their homes and what also were the reasons for the 
withdrawal of that order? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The reason for withdrawal 

was that a joint representation was made to the District Magistrate 
that it was inconvenient for them to report to the thana. I may 
mention that practically all these orders have now been withdrawn. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he has perused a copy of the leaflet and whether it is 
in his possession ? 
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Tim Hon’ble Mr, A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have not get any copy. 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he has perused itP 

Mr, 8PEAKER: How ran heP He says he has not got it. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: lie says he has not got it with 
him but he has not said that lie has not received it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: He has said that he has not received a copy. 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
k) state whether he has received reports of the speeches that are said to 
have been made in mosques by Khaje Ahmed P 

The Hon’ble Mr, A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 huve not seen the 

ejHirt . 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 am labour- 
ng under a serious difficulty. If one Minister or two Ministers are 
upposed to l»e concerned with sopiething, would those Ministers be 
ustified in calling themselves Government and thus bringing in the 
•rovisions of law P I seek your ruling on that point because out of 
hat will arise certain supplementary questions. 

Mr, 8PEAKER: It it is a controversial matter, I am afraid it is 
ifficult for me to give a ruling, hut if it is not a controversial matter 
ou know the answer. 

Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Is it the policy of the present 
[inistry that for Muslims to assemble in mosques permission should 
e sought P 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No. 

.Distribution of certain pamphlets. 

57. Mr, K. NOORUDDIN: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in .’barge 

the Home Department aware — 

(?) that Maulvi Abdul Hakim and Afazuddin Ahmad of Lakshim- 
pur were recently distributing pamphlets relating to the 
visit of Ministers and that the police snatched them away; 
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(it) thtfi Maulvi Abdul Hakim of Lakshimpur gave an order to a 
press to print some pamphlets and that the police took away 
the original drafts of the pamphlets from the press and 
warned the printers not to print them; and 

(Hi) that notice has been served on the Islamia Press, Noakhali, by 
the District Magistrate to show cause why certain handbills 
were printed by them? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons for such actions? 

( c ) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the 
Government are contemplating taking steps in the matter? 

Th® Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAILUL HUQ: (a) (i) and (ii) The Super- 
intendent of Police and the District Magistrate are unaware of any 
•uch allegation. 

(in) No: the Managing Director of the Press has been served with 
an order to show cause against action in accordance wiih the law. 

(b) As regards (a) ( i ) and (ii), the question does not arise. As 
regards (a) (in), the press appears to be an undeclared press as defined 
in section 12 (11) of the Indian Press (Emergency Powers) Act, 1931. 

(c) No. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the nature of the order on the Managing Director of 
the Press? 

Th® Hofl'bl® Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have not got the order. 

Khali Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Was the order in respect of 
the publication of the handbills referred to in clause (a)(iii ) ? 

Th® Hon’bl® Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have got nothing 
further to add to the answer that has been given here. 


Av®rag® daath rate from malaria in 1941. 

58. Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERdEA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government 
Department be pleased to lay on the Table a statement showing for 
the year 1941 — 

(i) the average death rate per thousand of population from malaria 
in the different districts of the Province; and 
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(it) the districts where the death rate from malaria* is on the 
increase P 

( b ) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what special steps, 
if any, have been taken or are proposed to be taken to check the increase 
in those districts? 

MINI8TER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Santoeh 
Kumar Basu). (n)(t) A statement is laid on the Library Table. 

(it) and (b) The member is requested to refer to the answer given 
by me to Assembly unstarred question No. 8, dated the lOtli February, 
1942, during the current session. A supplementary statement showing 
the special steps which have been taken and are proposed to be taken to 
check the increase of malaria in the districts mentioned in the statement 
is also laid on the Library Table. 


Extension of service of Inspector of Septic Tank Installations. 

59. Mr. K. NOORUDDIN. W ill the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department be pleased to 
state — 


(a) whether the present Inspector of Septic Tank Installations has 

been granted any extension of service ; 

(b) if so, for what period; 

. (c) whether a certain doctor was proposed for promotion to the 

post ; and 

(d) if so, the reason why he has not been promoted? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: (a) and (b) It is 

proposed to grant an extension of service for one year to I)r. A. C. Hoy 
Chowdhury, Inspector of Septic Tank Installations, subject to the 
approval of the Cabinet. 

(c) and (d) It was suggested bv my predecessor that a Muslim 
officer should be selected for training before final appointment but as 
this may contravene the provisions of the Public Service Commission 
Regulations and method of recruitment to the post I propose to recon- 
sider the matter. 
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Notice on certain Muslim League members by the District Magistrate of 

Noakhali. 

60. Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that the District Magistrate of Noakhali has served notice 
upon certain league members of the Noakhali district to show cause as 
to why they would not be prosecuted ? 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

( i ) the charges for which the said notice has been served; and 

(ii) whether he is considering the desirability of having the notices 

withdrawn ? 

(c) If the answer to (h) (ii) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reason thereof? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) and (b) (?) Notices to 
show cause have been issued against the following, some of whom are 
understood to be connected with the Muslim league — 

(1) Maulvi Mojibur Rahman for an offence under Defence of India 

Rule 50 ; and 

(2) Maulvis Abdul Hakim, Abdul Majid Chaudhuri, Abdul Majid 

and Abdul Guni for offences under the ordinary criminal law. 

(??) and (c) I huve no intention to interfere in the manner proposed 
with the administration of the criminal law. The individuals named in 
(2) above have shown cause and no further action has been taken in 
respect of this notice in their case. 

8hort-notice questions. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi FAZLUL QUADIR: Sir, I have got two 
short -not ice questions. I do not knov what their fate is. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I have no information about those questions. 

Internment of Dr. 8uresh Chandra Banerjee and Order of Business. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, may I enquire if Government 
wauts to make any statement to-day about the internment of Dr. Suresh 
Chamlra Banerjee? Recently an order has been passed on Dr. Banerjee 
and we find from that order that it was contrary to the assurance given 
by the Hon’ble Home Minister in the House. Dr. Banerjee had been 
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served with an internment order which is temporarily suspended, but, 
even now if he wants to go to the Hon’bie Minister in charge of Police, 
he cannot do so. I hope the Hon’bie Minister will be pleased to make 
statement to-day. Sir, shall I read out the order? 

Mr, SPEAKER: Does the II on ’hie the Chief Minister wont to 
make any statement ? 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Even now, Sir, he is not a free 

man 

Mr, SPEAKER: I)r. Sanya], I refuse to allow any discussion on 
this matter because you have no right to interfere in the debate when 
I was asking the Hon’bie Minister if he would make a statement. I 
do not think it is fair that you should utilise this opportunity to say as 
to who is fiee and who is not. What was the justification of your 
remark when you wanted a statement to lie made by the Hon’bie 
Minister? You may think that the Government Ls not free to do as it 
likes, but in that cose, you are wasting vour time here. You know 
very well that there cannot he any obstruction to the proceedings of the 
House during the budget discussion — that is the parliamentary pro- 
cedure all along. I allowed you, however, as a special case to raise 
the question of arrest of Dr. Ranerjee, hut immediately you were given 
that opportunity you raised the irrelevant question that “even now he 
is not a free mun.’’ You yourself understand that once 1 give you 
that latitude you cannot avoid making a side remark like that, and 
therefore I refuse you the permission to raise it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I should like to place the facts 
before the House 

Mr. SPEAKER:. Order please. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, this is a question of privilege 
of the House. May we get a statement from the Hon’bie Minister? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I do not know if he wants to make a statement. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I have two other questions of 
privilege to ask. We would like to know what has been the fate of 
the special motion gi\en notice of regarding the Assembly Department. 
The second is about the day for non-official resolutions which you 
promised you would allow during the course of the week. We would 
like to have a reply on these two points. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: May I know from the Leader of the Opposition 
as to the order they want to follow in the matter of discussion regarding 
the cut motions? 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: If you like, we can let you know 
this afternoon. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am sorry, I have been waiting for the last 10 
days. We have asked all parties to let us have their preferences, but 
as yet I have not got any and surely it is impossible for me to carry 
on without them. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, so far as this section i9 con- 
cerned, we have already intimated to you and we would like that 
immediately after “Land Revenue”, “Excise” and “Forest” are taken 
up. We would like you to proceed with “General Administration” 
on Wednesday and Thursday. 

Mr. 8PEAKER* Then the order is first “Land Revenue”, then 
“Excise”, then “Forest” and after that “General Administration”. 

Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN S Yes, Sir, we agree to that. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is one point. I would like very much that 
at least by this afternoon the whole list should be given to the office. 
You must give our office sufficient time. We want at least three days’ 
time for “General Administration”. They are not supermen so that 
if you give something this afternoon, you cannot expect to take it up 
to-morrow. # 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, we will. give you to-morrow 
morning. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: How many days “General Administration" is likely 
to take!' 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Two days. 

Mr. SPEAKER: What is going to be taken up day after to- 
morrow? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: “General Administration”. It 

«.:t1 Vi«. tit i j j mi i 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Unless we get the motions about “ General 
Administration 0 to-day, how can you expect the agenda of Wednesday 
to be fixed up? So, I would suggest that the subjects which are not very 
much controversial, such as “Registration 0 and “Irrigation 0 nifty be 
taken up. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: “Irrigation” may take a long 
time. This will come with “Communications 0 . The convention is 
that we take up “Irrigation” and “Communications 0 , i.e., “Civil 
Works” together. 


Mr. SPEAKER: When you yourself complain that the office is 
not ready, it is only fair that you should give notice to office in time. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: At the same time, may I submit, 
Sir, that the office should also be fair to the members? Hitherto the 
practice has l>een to send for the party whips and decide the whole 
programme beforehand. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: We have written to every party. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: To send their motions but not to 
fix up the order of priority and I wrote a definite letter but I have not 
yet received a reply to it. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: If we get the motions, it floes not matter in 
what order we take up. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Hut, Sir, it is the privilege of the 
Opposition to fix up the order of the motions. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, it is difficult to argue with you. 
Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, why this deviation from 

previous peart ice*' 


Mr. SPEAKER: All I sa\ is that so far as we are concerned, if 
you had given us, >a \ , 7 in 8 days’ time, we would have been ready. 
It does not matter in what order you take up the motions. That has 
all along been dime. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Three days and not 7 or 8 days. 

* j 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Whatever it is, if you give us three days, we 
would be ready. This time you did not give us either the list of 
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motions of the order of priority. As regards the arrangements, I do 
not think there was any conference, except in the first year, with the 
leaders of parties in which the order was settled. 

Dr* NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I beg to differ from you. I 
will give t >ou the dates of these conferences. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: There was no such conference. It was every 
time done by the Opposition. Immediately after receiving the Opposi- 
tion point of view I .sent for the Government Whip and asked whether 
they agreed and they agreed. 

* Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Whether you call it a conference 
or not, on the point of technicality 1 do not want to question that, but 
you sent for the different parties and we met in your room and decided 
the priority. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I must say that I would have done it myself, but 
unfortunately it seems that there is a certain section of opinion which 
do not want any matter which concerns them to be interfered with 
in any way. My difficulty is that if I do it, immediately it will be 
said why it has been done by me. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: But you will have done it after 
consultation. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 sent notice to all parties to send me the lists. 
If they had done so, then I would know the priority. It is always 
done after that and never before. Excepting your party, I have not 
got any motions from any other party. 

Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: From our party. Sir, we have sent 
priority for three subjects and I discussed the matter over the ’phone 
with the Secretary and he said that it would be all right if we sent 
the rest on Monday. 

Mr. SPEAKER. Sir Nazimuddin, you do not realise what Dr. 
Sanyal is speaking. Dr. Sanyal is speaking in quite a different vein. 
He said there was a conference. I said it was not a conference but as 
soon as the Opposition gave the order of priority, I sent for the different 
parties. ^ 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, I stand corrected. It was 

not A nonfftrAnoA 'Kut nnnaultntwvn 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, have you decided what 
will be taken up on Wednesday next? 

• Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: “General Administration.” 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Let us take “Land Revenue” first, second 
“Excise”, third “Forest”, fourth '‘Registration” and fifth “General 
Administration”. How many days will you take for the first four 
subjects y 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Three days. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: If it is three days, then we want to take up 
“General Administration” on Thursday. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: All right, Sir But 1 was 
wondering whether “Registration” will take one whole day. My 
suggestion was that “I>nnd Revenue” will take one full day, “Forest” 
and “Excise” another full day. “Registration” will take half a day. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Not even half a day, it may take one-fourth of a 
day. What will you take up during the rest of the day? 

Dr. MALINAK8HA SANYAL: We may take up “Stationery and 
Stamps”. On Thursday and Friday “General Administration” may 
he taken up. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Cut motions have to be given by to-morrow 
morning. Then the next point I would like to know from Govern- 
ment is the date fixed for non -official business. We can discuss this 
matter on the 20th. 

Dr. HALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, if it is taken up on the 20th, 
it will not be this week. We are very anxious to take up the resolution 
about the release of Defence of India Act prisoners and detenus aud 
that is the first item of the non-official resolutions. I suggest that it 
may he taken up sometime this week. 

Mr. 8PEAKER* I do not mind that, provided it is possible for 
Government. Can we take it up on the 1.3th ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No, Sir, not on the 13th. 

Mr.«8PEAKER: I am in rather difficult circumstances. For the 
last few days there was such terrible overwork for me that I have got 
fever and still I have to come to-day. In the circumstances I feel 
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that it wcpld be better if 1 take a few days* rest. I will oome 
to-morrow, but probably I shall not be able to oome after to-morrow 
and I must ask the House to excuse me for that. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Can we take up this matter 
to-morrow afternoon? 


Mr. SPEAKER: Not to-morrow but any day that suits Govern- 
ment. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL (after consulting Sir Nazimuddin) : 

Sir, the Leader of the Opposition says that it can be taken up any 
afternoon that Government find convenient before Saturday next. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Chief Minister says that he will have a 
discussion with you in this matter. 

There is another motion, namely, the Assembly Department Special 
Motion. These are matters of administration and we have to go into 
details. On general principle everyone might agree. Dr. Sanyal, you 
have tabled a cut motion. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, that is entirely a different 
matter. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, that is so. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, my motion relates to making 
the Assembly Department free from the Home Department and leave 
the Speaker’s Department entirely free to be managed under certain 
restrictions determined by the House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: All I say is that we (an take it up this week. It 
is a motion in which we ought to go to a committee between the 
Finance Department, the Homo Department and our Department and 
also the members of the Assemble. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: That will follow after the House 
expresses its opinion. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 do not think there will be any difficulty on 
that. 

Mr. KIRON SANKAR ROY: The motion should be formally 
accepted. • 


Mr. SPEAKER: In any case, I have admitted the motion. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Some day we can take.up both the 
motions. If Government so desire we can hove one afternoon and after 
we finish the special motion we can take up the non-official resolution. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 don’t mind. That is a matter between you and 
Government. I have no objection. 

])r. Kanyal, there were certain remarks made by me the other day. 
I am sorry for the remark> but I feel that probably I was not right. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Thank you, Sir. 

DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

7— Land Revenue. 

The Hon'hle Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE." S 

recommendations of His Excellency the Governor, 1 beg to 
a sum of Its. 30,22.000 be granted for expenditure under ine neaa 
“7 — Land Revenue.” 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Sir, ] beg to move that the 
demand for Rs. 30, 22,000 for expenditure under the head ”7 — 1/nnd 
Revenue” be reduced by Rs. 100. 

Sir, the members of this House belonging to the different parties 
and groups are prolmhlv aware that five years hack when they sought 
election they gave a pledge to their const ituencies and electorates that 
the ini(juitous legislation, that is to say, the Regulation of 1793 should 
be done away with. (Maulvi Aar H os sain Sarkar : Did the Muslim 
League give that pledge P) I know, Sir, that Mr. Sarkar will say many 
things now because the table has turned but we know many things too. 
I do not blame anybody. At the same time there are many from the 
Opposition Benches who will speak on this ]»oint. Sir, I do not like 
to go into details, because the other day the Hon’hle Chief Minister 
himself admitted: “I do not blame the previous Government.’’ So, 
I do not like to digress from my point in dealing with those occasional 
interrupting criticisms made by Mr. Sarkar and my friends opposite* 
(Maulvi Abc Hossain Sarkar : Because you can’t.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Half a minute, Mr. Mahmood. I find that in 
motions Nos. 2 and 3 there are certain things which ore common, 
namely, the Floud Commission and the failure of Government to give 
effect to the recommendations of the Land Revenue Commission. I 
think that these two motions can be discussed together. 
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Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Do you mean, Sir, that 
Mr. Maiti will move his motion first and then I should speak? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It is absolutely his choice. Both the motion^ 
can be taken up together and discussed but put to vote separately 
later on. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Sir, throughout the whole of 
Bengal we all know that there is an agitation, even in the interior of 
the villages, due to the iniquitous Regulation of 1793. This gave 
birth to the subsequent iniquitous legislations of 1885 and 1928 — I 
mean the Bengal Tenancy Act and its amendment. These legislations 
curtailed the rights of the cultivators ot Bengal to .such an extent that 
if that system had continued any further, I doubt, whether there 
would have any power in the hands of Government which would have 
been able to suppress that agitation. The previous Government, 
realising the seriousness of the situation, passed the Bengal Tenancy 
Amendment Act of 1937 and appointed a Commission on the 5th 
November, 1938. We have heard many speeches against that Com- 
mission, namely, as to what was the necessity for that Commission. 
The then Opposition members said that public opinion and the demand 
of the majority of people in Bengal was that this legislation, i.e., the 
Permanent Settlement must go. 

Now, Sir, this Floud Commission wa* appointed by Resolution 
No. 22710L.R., dated the 5th November, 1938, and members of the 
Blond Commission toured in the various provinces. The Hon’ble 
Kh an Bahadur Hashem Ali was also a member of this Commission and 
we have found that he was one of the champions ot the raiyutx then, 
and fought against the regulation and said that this iniquitous legis- 
lation must go. This Floud Commission took as much as 2 years to 
submit their report and they submitted their report in 1940. Then 
curiously enough a Special Officer, namely, Mr. C. W. Gurner, was 
appointed to examine the report. (A yoke: By whom?) Sir, I 
have already said t hat I knew that this sort of interruption would be 
made by the then members of the Opposition Benches as to what the 
previous Government did. I do not like to go into the details regarding 
the question except to point out that the other day the Hon'ble Chief 
Minister himself admitted that he did not like to put any blame upon 
the previous Government. Therefore they should obey their leader, 
instead of interrupting me like this. 

Mr. Gurner began his examination of the Report of the Floud 
Commission on the 22nd of April, 1940. Now almost 2 years are going 
to pass. One April has gone and another April is coming. Let us see 
how the gallant and prominent advocates of the tenants of Bengal who 
now occupy the Treasury Benches are going to tackle this problem. 
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Everybody knows how the cultivators are groaning under heavy debts 
and the high pressure of jama on land. There is some difference of 
opinion. If my frieuds opposite had gone through the newspaper 
•reports recently, they would have read the findings of the Federal Court 
with regard to the regulation of 1793. We say and claim that the 
landlords of Bengal have no proprietary right over the lund cultivated 
by raiyats. In some districts it is well known that the intermediary 
zemindars number as many as 30 or 37. We are of opinion that the 
land must he direct h owned by the cultivators under the State. What 
do we find to-<la\ : r Why is there punic amongst people having vested 
interests? As the ILm’hle Finance Minister in his addendum of the 
Budget Speech said what was it that brought Russia and the British 
Government together though they had contrary views and principles 
of social order and administration? We claim that these landlords 
have got no right in these lands except to get some sliure of the produce. 
Now what is the history behind this regulation of 1793? From the 
Hindu period down to the Moghul period it has been seen and it has 
been established by eminent Justices of the High Court that the land 
belongs to the cultivators, but what actually happens? Theae 
zemindars, taking advantage of the illiteracy and ignorance of the 
people, enhanced the rents more than Hit) times than what they got 
under the Permanent Settlement. 

I shall just read out a passage from Mr. Simula Charan Miller's 
introduction to “Tagore Lectures on Land Laws of Bengal,” pages 7, 
24 and 30:— 

“He (the king) was entitled too share of the usufruct of the lands 
in the occupation of his subjects not because lie was the owner, but 
because a share was payable to him as the price for the protection 

afforded to life, liberty and property” (page 7) “The imposition 

of Kheraj (during Muslim time) did not deny the existence of property 
in land and take away the proprietorship of the cultivator. His right 
was alienable and the lands cultivated continued to be the property of 
the inhabitants who might lawfully .sell or otherwise dispose of them” 

(page 24) “The English in India started with the assumption 

that ‘all the soil belonged in absolute property to the sovereign, and 
that all private property in land existed by his sufferance. The 
existence of private property in land which is the fundamental doctrine 
of Hindu jurisprudence and which as we have seen even the Muham- 
madan Government in India did not put out of sight, was entirely 
ignored. With this idea the Government in 1793 transferred in 
perpetuity a vast and unmeasured quantity of land to a class of men 
who were and are known as zemindars, and property in soil was formally 
declared to be vested in them” (page 30). 

Sir, I can go on quoting from the pronouncements of the Hon’ble 
Judges of High Courts of different provinces, but I do not think that 
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it w necewary to multiply instances like this in order to convince the 
"members opposite. The cultivators, everybody knows, are in a helpless 
condition. What do they want? They want wealth; they want health 
and they want education. For providing all these things, everybody 
knows what is necessary. I think that a sum of Rs. 288 lakhs is paid 
by the zemindars towards revenue. But how much do they realise? 
I think more than four or five times the amount they pay, apart from 
those exactions which were found and made illegal by the Bengal 
Tenancy (Amendment) Act of 1937. On the assumption that the 
zemindars have a proprietary right to land, they went on enhancing 
rents. The Bengal Tenancy Act was amended. The Act of 1885 gave 
these landlords the power to increase the rent and the amended Act of 
1928 gave the zemindars further right to realise 20 per cent, transfer 
fee. This added to the misery of the people to such an extent that 
the people were ready to rise in revolt in the country and the super- 
structure of society itself might have been demolished hut for the timely 
amending legislation that w'as passed in 1937. T think the members 
of t lie House are well aware that the Floud Commission recom- 
mended — 

(At this stage, the member readied his time-limit.) 

Sir, may I have a few minutes more? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Only one minute more, within which 
you should finish your speech. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: They recommended that the 
rights of the intermediaries should be purchased. There was actually 
a proposal before the Government that an attempt should be made by 
buying up the rights of landlords who volunteered to sell their pro- 
perties. tt was suggested that Government might bring forward 
suitable legislation whereby the rights of all landlords could be 
purchased. 

1 want to conclude with a word of appeal to my friend opposite, 1 
mean the Hou’ble Khan Bahadur Hashem Ali Khan. Before the 
previous Government broke up, it was he who took the initiative and 
placed before the party that the landlords were not entitled to any 
compensation. However, a resolution was passed by the party that 
the interests of the landlords be purchased by paying only 5 per cent. 

With these words, Sir, I commend my motion to the acceptance of 
the House. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI : Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 36.22,000 for expenditure under the head ‘‘7 — Land 
Revenue” he reduced by Rs. 100. 
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TOto wttfe toto, *nff h#to tot Vkhh «rt 4 > 

flft tor i h^*ht ^ or h^h n#t *rai to*to $ft*nr 
XsN cTOtwhi 4H tot fncN fVg toth *fHHi ijtrwr hcWhi c* 
TOgft tt*\ hthcs *fftHH 4** ch hhh #n hrTO wt trf%!f^ 
frown or TOsfan h>*<i ^pH Tfroc^ssi toth to rs -rotm *#ht 4H‘ 
’'SffTOH *si ’3 , 3t$ l ^toh i hto£ 'TOftftH hcto otTO vprPs fro hto$ Hfft 
^rftrtrR toth ndH rm ch nf* itni \5ftr tot tor <tohi <£f to str^H to" h 

htoi i ^h; $ft*H ho* 4 tot cto tot htoti hi . Htror hi 3ftn 

TOT ^TOS HRTHH | nf* ^Thi H*r ^chh TOR ^“tT $tPR fHTOK 
TORI TOTTO . CH HHR TORI *pf HTO TOTtHT HltCV'H fopCHi Pftflf!? TH I HTO* 
CTOt Hf* TO TOH CH TOTT1 vftor* >f r.Vf fact f-ftHfe TOR Cftfr J 

nfr to hto ch tot^i nitty* nr* fro frof^ TO^rci oH i tot TOrtwr 

leader CHHH HCRCIR Uft*H 3*H ’sftTOH 4^1*1 partiality ^C?TC5r RftTHt^ 
CSHfa HHfl CH TOTfW ^TOl partiality HCTO I TO<ti HCH$ HtffH TOTOf 

gror S^frtfas hrchi I c^rfr ch nf^ ftfctH |ntdfH fnc^ 

TOr cHfnnrfeH 4H* Hfirs ht$s n-f-rTOH ftc*tt^ tfR % h^h rtyn enfant 
or chr ■$tcv TO^t rf^rz vui rv'^n rnfa ch cTOrfa h^hTh nltm 

H^f 5ft H *71 , Of *7 -.71 iftri ^-p5 'VTOfftT^ TOC5R. sfftf? 

^f^TT^ftr PftTOR I -q^ ^-vf| tot |7Ift]f =7 faffftfc W >Ff57 f<R7T TOTW ^fOTT 
^ 43flf pRTT ^Ipr <ftfT5 5T^ I ^T05 >4^] T^l ^070?, — 

“1 nder rule 58 A, earli tasfnhlar will report during the crop seaison, 
what Hort of a crop is being obtained. If it in below eight annas (tui 
there defined) for any particular area (half a square mile should be 
the minimum considered) the C’ircle Officer shall verify the state of 
affairs and if he considers the report correct, he shall move the 
Collector for remission.” 

ftifa ^Trrdf* firptdf c*r ftro *r*4i TOft 31 nw'i 
fti 1 Pn c?*8Po ^rc*r rrr w S^rror tot, ^tor 

S^ftPR VX TOft /rrsfif 3T?ft7Q^ftr TOW TOffe I Wl 3TC<fT *4^ 

roro# c*r^r ttc^ tori TO 5 w* i own f*Rtw a ft tortto? ctot fro 

^ITO 3T7«T^ CTO^, TftTl TOT TTt^ fron rtyj Wl rnr ttT^ sjfTO'S remiaaion 
=41 to? TO fti ; irf» to TO*ffi TO, Tsrft to <?\ tor* rr 

TOTTO to’ ^fTSTTI TO I , ®rftTOrf TOT^ TOiTH TO Hi I fTO5 |TTtlf firc*tft6^ 

^1 TOTT^ I v5fT5 ^fcH'RC^r TO* •$ Prw ftftTO TOrt* 

HCTOf <TO^tf%$TO7’S TOTW CH remiaaion Hi TO? fac$ TOTI TOT 
4H7 ^J*80 TOTH Bengal Tauzi Manualil tj HCTO — 

“The acale of relief is laid down below for general adoption, which 
•hall be taken as a maximum scale and should not be exceeded except 
in special cases. 
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The actifal outturn of the year's crops (normal outturn being 100) — 
degree of relief. 

Forty per cent, and less than 50 per cent, of the year’s normal < 
crops — 25 per cent. 

Twenty-five per cent, and less than 40 per cent, of the year’s normal 
crops — 50 per cent. 

Less than 25 per cent, of the year’s normal crops — 100 per cent.” 

Cl mft?* C11 80 C^tC^F GO per cent. 

VI SC? (TNK? TCI, TO ClCV 

SO per cent. VI TCI PtfiU T mS ^SMI TCI 41' Clt K* per 

cent4? VI TCI I^ZH W sffSMl 7C? I 

Government of India resolution ij mC5, Bengal Tauzi Manual^ 

i v\i *fc? ftcmif '3 vt $$ ^ftf^ ftcmrif rarre i ftns cvti 

?fo*ttC5$ Government r.*T fs'ftmftTF effoct cw.Tft | sr;^ 

vi\ i mft ?pr**c? wnr&cs ci ms >$>8> mn iin 

vcif&r, ^80 itzi i*n tciIw^ 4?- oj tst? 

{MW ▼SC?! I <7r£l ci *Tfc*1 Itl vfa T1 ft ; >;>80 ’Tire *Rjt 

*?, '3tT3 ?f*T 4r??fr<T 7C? (TFfa CV\1 areaOS ft<^ ‘PfRreW 

wi *[W> WtH wi totcs, ^tere ftpFcfc 

*C?C5. ^IftCTOOT Ctfq 5TT <7T Wffa faf faf 4FTft^ I fas 

fcft c*«jft ; c?Si ▼fecrcs m3?t? seres cn&i ctoti #r 

fefos fe*r i ^fftc^rm?? v\&. ^fft 4? sr?r? i \ ; $c? mft 

▼?prt? ▼(? a i\ vciup t f%ft 31 *n tor ; (?r£ 

c*H* ^rft 3 T? ▼ire life, 1 

ft: Smcfftr fremdf ?tro a *rm mrrr 4?? ?t?m 
c^nm^T <rrsRt? tot w c?*fr 1 mft ?iftrmc?f ▼jcm? *re?i <?rfri m 
faft (ytf* i 2 ^® ^ft*M ftc^ftf & o r 

— ^rppfft ’rfjr^ifft mrr^ 41: ^rtft ^fm mm 4v, ^mw? 

^:r^pr ^3 cmsi ^rJt 

veil 1 41^ qifr ^IftmfOTTs jt fes 

ftem^ ^rft ▼fir ^3 ^ < 7 r ftro m i ▼ffttft 

m m ▼ift ci tpsfa m ; ▼nr s f <?fa 4 ® 1$ mrrn 

( 7 T ft* 4 ? mors c^f mprrt* mr iin rrr ftm 51 ▼tft mrrs mft 
m 1 vfwii] T^mmi ci HrsjibW <tt ftror ^fft 1 

vStm m^m 3 mm? ▼?rrs m?, c?^ 

ymmmt? 4 *\ 5 ?p?r? 4 rmnp, mrs ^tm? ^?r 3 mm 1 

sirs ▼W? cvm ▼Nft c^i ftn \5tm c? mft m m. ^Bn ci 
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torts TOn TO?rs fttro <w <St*i cs fcf to. TO to ft? ffar si 
fro too sn^ts, *rfartf s #n TOcsi *nre fa i «rfarflt TOrs gTO 

st stffaN rarre, 4T4i Tift ftro ttoi *w sscsi fa* svrcrs 

s£ro toscs *froft tffi Sta c*mi 4 TO t®s to* to i TOWS 
$tSs Tfaro* ttot cf w ’yoftfaf *cro cssfa TO #?ri tjrf tor 
C*T 3 f«TT Tift TTOff TO i 4 *x* 4 * TO STO TO Cf Tffa TOT TO *pf 
cTOcflfesfs c? ^TOTtff tof st'fafk’fa CTO crts W>tfir cs swrf 
fa^n orfsftScs TOtffr tos — csTO CTO crts 4TO :>c N 
Sm *tfrs ffy^Ti tocsi jj *r* *to* fafas to srsm $fasi ffift* 

tp.TJ TOms > I' ^ 3 Ob TOf? SfTOT TOfll ^Ti$S 4*^ Government^ 

31 ?jTO gnM Tm ^n i it^i m gists cro tar m r TO csfci to- 
fero cn gem vw5 gtsi (TO ; fas <$t* vsn ora TO, S*. TO TO- 
toti *sro nr cs cTO far ^ nsf r*r ^n i csstis reduction m ft^Ri 

t* w$ TO cnTO TO <rf*i ctr to to vn 4 ^ cto TO TO 

•H i TfcTO fcstSf cTO T«f| Floud Commission fac*ttdf'3 <5t$ 

*ro <w tot* sft t* tto *rfat«fa "3 TO* *^'4 c t3 *cfiT$ csh ^Tro 

T*!7R I TfrTO ij *<rf TO^tS Cf — 4 TSfafl Government TOfltlTO 

** ^C5 <1fCSr=T I 

o£j^ >rc^ Drainage 4** Irregation^^T ft^r | Stf?1 

rfe o? "jtm ff art^rm nfnrs 4 * < 5 f? fafa 

^rf^ ij^ <f ttr=r=T ^trr?:^ ski ^i fTrr rro fas r^j <ltrf i 

Cf ^=3 TO'^r ^J 5 jr Tfr\^ 77 X 05 PftPF W$ WUPI, fo TfffIX I 
^ ftp! fry **05 *tt*l Vft vftr rf5‘ f'pr'b rJpTf csh Tin Tt?T. ^3T* Tt^ftn 
cf to? ?to Tfa mm mpu , — < 3 tr* cbSi 

3T1 TCiJ 3tTT ^rf^ irtTW Ti Tl ff? 3t7C^T 75^5 TOCT TO *ffr* I 

*Pn far^tf Tfl : Tfr-fc^r f^l rCTO facif TCS paddy husking 

fap?*fa T^n i cstfe opr* urm jj^r nfw t Tt^r cff 

fain *ffan , fas stft (potfe r? ?fiT s^-ji ?ff, toTcs stfirffT jtfas 

TO m, SSf paddy husking Tfftf ftTTfl. W fal nKl TtfrC3 

«mn sm. ¥H*f tt sr»?ns arrcs swu sfarsti fff sis 

f^C5 S« ^5tTO TPT f> 73 ’TO, CTfn fTOt Ttf <TO ’ffCS fl l 

^ fTf fTOf CS# CSt& farfro? fm TTO *TOff I TOT¥f 

^ m, faf s®s, to ssot ft^sn TOft ’fop ?rro ; w sfat «ro ^ wfi 
cf ftsrro to to ctO ; rt^i fast srrtra tto? st^ vi *n ; 
«H*riw« sirs cto fofa c*r faro to tto ’ftfa fi i 

TOt* TIKT TOb Cf iltif Sfttfrf fas^ ^41 F«fa f w Floud TftTOl 
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srffaftOT fcfeir crsrtr cr *pstR <4*tR$ Rf^s rnr vus *tttR ri, fVi 

csftfr cstfr fVfRR$f% cri^r ^rmcr **1 RtR, <7rsfR r^to v5ta ?r 1 

4$ to ^ir ui^fIP r^ to 'RtRt? T 3 *rt c*ir rptoi 1 crR? rrss ’ 

CR Land Revenue* (71 Department, r:cRr fRRR, r ®RT Department, 

CTO <31 Rt$T* I Revenues RT5F Agriculture^* RTO 

TOTE? — Irrigation 4R; Drainage^ TO - 4R TO CR*ffi RTO RTTO I 
RfR 4 $ RR$ Department 4Rf3T3 RfTO RtRl RtR, 4 R^ TO5 stfRI RtR 
<3tro §Tr r?r fro <?ri>] «rtfa Rffa^qtrR f*c<FRi rrcs vjtRtR rt|r i 
Revenue Department^* S&t^ CR**R R*tR rtR Ri CR 3f*l RTsfRi **|RtR rtrcrr, 
*R 1! WR1 ^IRW ^t* #?T1 ^“R* Departments* 7tU3 t*CR CTOR 4R* ***{* 
Department (Ttfcl RtRb^btcR R*l> ^T<, 4Rs° CR *tRC5R TO 3tR OTO RTO 

v ttR r C* Rl I ^Tft R&RfR *mR?tTO 4*; 3tR Rt*R^ C’auinetcR- ^y*l* 

CR 3t*1 C*F5tCR fRoWsfa <5ffi RECTOR S3tCR <5ffi R?*tR R'fCRR 
"S^RRI STTO f%Rl f%^^r^n RRCRR I Revenues TO Irrigations* 
Drainages^ RltR* TO Rl RtTO tpslR ^1**1 SR Rl I CRfefaS 

RffrERJtRl TOR CR \5t*1 helpless; “^tRRI f% RRTR1, r ReTR ! ?t ’RtRfCWR R^tR 
fTOS Rl ; Rf* RTtR, ^fMR ^,RtC*R RRR R*RC3 f*TO5 Rl l” 

CR vSffi, S^ 3tP5fR %5R f»TR srft CTO 'd«rt£R>* ^tRRR RR1 RR^R I 
*FftR^ S^ 3ttR portfolio ^tTRR TfRI RFfe TtlW f%Rl 3tRI fRCRERl R^RCRR I 
^tfR S* RPvfl TO^ 'RtRtR R^RT CtR *fRfe I 

Maulvi ABU H083AIN 8ARKAR : I rise this morning, 
Mr. Deputy Sjw*aker, to speak in opposition to the cut motion moved 
by my Muslim league friend Mr. Ahdulla-Al Mali mood not because I 
like the Permanent Settlement and do not want its abolition hut 
because the cut motion by its nature is unnecessary, hollow and hypo- 
critical. I must remind m\ Muslim League friends who are now 
figuring or disfiguring — which I do not know — the frontal lynches of 
the Opposition that it was not the business of the Muslim League 
before to move for abolition of the Permanent Settlement in Bengal, 
and l must give it as an information to my friend Mr! Abdulla-Al 
Mahmood, who by chance being elected a member of the present 
Legislative Assembly jumped into limelight of public life, that the 
Muslim League never agitated for the abolition of Permanent Settle- 
ment in Bengal. It has to be remembered that before the election of 
1937 there was a move by the so-called Muslim Leaguers to join with 
the Krishak Proja Party and to form a party called United Muslim 
Party and the crucial point on which we differed was the question of 
Permanent Settlement. The Muslim Leaguers then would not agree 
to the idea that the Permanent Settlement would be abolished or a 
movement would be set on foot for abolition of this pernicious system. 
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For that reason we differed and the Hon’ble Mr. Fazlul # Huq then 
began his countrywide agitation under the banner of Krishak Proja 
Party and as a result of that movement the Muslim League leader 
iliwaja Sir Nazimuddin met with his disastrous defeat in the battle 
of Patuakhali and after that he did not dare to face any rural 
constituency and had to come to this Legislature In the backdoor of a 
bye-election from an urban constituency, namely, the North Culeutta 
constituency. It must also be remembered by the friends of the 
Muslim League Party that after the election when a Coalition 
Government was formed with the Krishak Proja Party there was a 
clause in the agreement that there will Ik* a Committee and not a 
Commission, of the Legislature to consider about the land tenure of 
Bengal. After that when the Krishak Proja Party differed and went 
over to the Opposition, these Muslim Leaguewallas, if 1 may use a 
strong term, treacherously set up a Commission disregarding the clause 
entered into the document oi coalition. 

We raised objection and as a result of that the then II on * hie 
Minister, Mr. Nausher Ali, was sacrificed on the ground that he 
opposed the appointment of a Commission. After that the Commission 
finished its labour und the so-called Flood Commission Report was 
submitted. Its final icport was submitted on the 2(Mh March, 1940. 
After that the conduct of the then Muslim league Government was 
admirable. It sat tight on the report for a long time without following 
the usual procedure and course that immediately after n Commission 
finishes its labour, the Government arc to formulate a resolution on the 
icport and give their expression of opinion through that resolution. 
The so-called Muslim League Government at that time, instead of 
taking that course as I said, appointed another officer called Mr. Gurner 
to complicate the situation. Six months passed and after that the 
gentleman submitted hi> report. There also the Government sat tight 
and as late as 1st April, 1941, they tried to have a discussion on the 
Floud Commission Report. Now, again there was complication. The 
original Floud Commission Report was published in 8 volumes, but 
during the whole course of the year Government distributed only two 
volumes and kept the other six volumes within their pockets. No 
members received those six volumes. Then again the agenda was that 
the discussion will take place together with the so-called report sub- 
mitted by Mr. Gurner. Subsequently the Government withdrew that 
part of the agenda and tried to have a hoodwinking discussion. We 
raised objection, and discussion was then dropped. On the 28th 
August, 1941, the so-called discussion took place. There also the 
conduct of the Government was to be noted. All the big guns of the 
Muslim League including Sir Nazimuddin and the then Hon’ble 
Minister Mr. Suhrawardy did not speak. The Revenue Minister at 
that time did not give out the minds of the Government. He only 
gave a summary of the Floud Commission Report and Gurner’s report. 
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Only two tnembers, one Mr. Abdul Majid and the other Mr. Abdul 
Latif Biewas spoke. In spite of anxious desire they could not move 
the Government to accept any single resolution on the Land Revenue. 
Commission. This is the history. Looking to the history of the 
Muslim League, I submit that nowhere in the whole career of the 
organisation they adopted a resolution asking for the abolition of the 
Permanent Settlement. Very recently the Muslim League at a 
provincial conference under the Presidentship of Mr. Jinnah went so 
far as to adopt a resolution for the abolition of prostitution, but they 
did not dare or desire to have a resolution for the abolition of this 
Permanent Settlement from Bengal (Cries of “hear”, “hear”, from the 
Coalition Benches, and cries of “Question” from the Opposition 
Benches). May I ask the mover of this resolution to search all the 
papers, the proceedings and agenda of the Muslim League in its long 
career from 1906 and find out any resolution, any motion, or any dis- 
cussion regarding the Permanent Settlement? Now he comes forward 
and moves a cut motion to impress upon the public that these Muslim 
Leaguers are very anxious to abolish the Permanent Settlement. I 
ask Mr. Abdulla-Al Mahmood to have a special session of the Muslim 
League and to have a resolution, otherwise I shall call this cut motion 
as an illegitimate child of his fanciful brain. The parent body does 
not want it. Only individual single members come to this Legisla- 
ture and ask this Government to remove this pernicious system. Can 
anybody believe it and can anybody say that this cut motion is 
sincere? It is only a hoodwinking motion, I shall say a hoax and 
nothing else. Did anybody from the Muslim League raise a single 
finyer for removing this pernicious system from Bengal? Now they 
have come forward and he dares to say that all the parties at the time 
of election agitated for the removal of the Permanent Settlement and 
that it was then within their manifesto. Can he find out one bit of 
paper on behalf of the Muslim League that they agitated for removing 
this system from Bengal? What was the distinction between the 
Krishak Proja Party und the Muslim League in the beginning? Was 
it not on the abolition of the Permanent Settlement and was it not a 
fact that delay in coming to a conclusion over this matter compelled a 
man like myself to move a no-confidence motion against Sir*Nazimuddin 
last year? Was there any attempt as a body from the last Ministry to 
implement this Floud Commission Report? As soon as you go over to 
the Opposition to gain notoriety and cheap clap, you come forward 
with this insincere and hollow claim. If you had any good intention 
why did you sit tight on this Floud Commission Report for the whole 
three years without bringing anything? Why did you not bring a 
resolution as soon as this Floud Commission Report was submitted? 
Why did you not bring forward any comprehensive measure? Why 
did you only draft a Bill for taking the agricultural income of the 
country and shelve it? Why did you not draft any legislation or a 
Bill for the abolition of the Permanent Settlement? It is now time 
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that yon should move your parent body. If the Muslim League gets 
a resolution of this nature that they do not want this Permanent 
Settlement and as all other organisations of this country are in favour 
of its abolition, it will strengthen the hands of this Government to 
abolish this pernicious system. It must be to the credit of the Congress 
that only a few years ago in their Jalpniguri session they have adopted 
a resolution for the abolition of Permanent Settlement, but the Muslim 
league did not dare it as yet. Only vilification and the vapouring of 
a particular brain will not carry the country any further. 

Now turning to the Government 1 give them warning. Of course 
they have begun only months before. They might have accepted 
a resolution by this time, but lhe\ have not done this. The time is 
abnormal. Taking that point of view into consideration, only they 
should not sit tight I would request them to take up these things 
immediately. The Goa eminent is formed of parties which are mostly 
revolutionaries. They like to see things which speak of revolution. 
The system of Permanent Settlement which has outgrown its useful- 
ness must not be allowed to continue in this province. It is the duty 
of the Government to tackle the problem at once. 1 again repeat that 
if they are allowed to sit on the ministerial f/ath, they must at once 
solve this problem: otherwise, the country will not he satisfied. 

The Hon'ble Chief Minister who is the Leader of the Krishak 
Proja Party now and who was t lie Leader of t lie Krishak Proja Party 
before the election should consider that he must implement his 
pledge-*. The countn looks up to him and f lie HonTde Revenue 
Minis ter who is an eminent lawyer, just come from the Law College, 
of which premier institution lie was the Principal, and who is suppos- 
ed to know the ins and outs and implications of this pernicious system. 
I want him to remember the assurances given by tin* Hon'ble Chief 
Minister and I hope that with his legal acumen he will bring forward 
h piece of legislation which will satisfy the country. The agricul- 
turists of this countn form 80 per cent, of the population and their 
demand must he met first because they are the basic population. If 
you do not satisfy them, the country will rise* in revolution and not to 
speak of your Ministry, the whole Government will collapse at once. 

Maharaja 8A8HI KANTA ACHARYYA CHOUDHURY, of 
Muktagacha, Mymensingh: Mr. Deputy speaker, Sir, the question of 
giving effect to the recommendations of the Land Revenue Commis- 
sion is once more lief ore us. We the members of the land-holding 
community generally have opposed it as we failed to see that these 
recommendations could be carried out without upsetting the social and 
economic structure of our province and not because it w’ould merely 
affect the land-holding community but the tenants would also share 
the disadvantages that might accrue if given effect to. Sir, all 
civiliaed Governments are opposed to any measure of expropriation and 



DEMAND FOE GRANT. 


[3th March, 


as far as I can understand this measure won’t he of an expropriatory 
nature. The land-holders have nothing much to fear as to the income 
which they are going to have. The only disadvantage which they will 
sutler from is that they will lose their prestige and they cannot in 
future be expected to be as charitable as they have been in the past 
because they have been shorn of their income and they will also be 
relieved of the demand made upon them by the public. To my mind, 
Sir, if a man is worth anything he should rather face the vicissitudes 
of life than live in a fool's paradise and in a crippled state. On giving 
the matter further thought, since the order of the day is lor changes 
and since the tenants want a change, I for one will not stand in their 
way. But it is for them to seriously consider whether they want the 
change that has been recommended or not. 

The abolition of Permanent Settlement and the zemindari system 
is frought with many consequences and it will be taking a very 
dangerous risk unless it is justified by a deep consideration of the 
social, economic and financial aspect of the matter. A mere prepon- 
derance of individual opinion either way cannot decide an issue of 
such a magnitude. According to the majority of members of the 
Commission, a raty/itiran system should he the aim in order that 
Government as tin* sole landlord may be in a better position to initiate 
schemes for (1) consolidation of holdings, (2) restoration of economic 
holdings, and (d) prevention of transfer of land to non-agriculturists 
and undertake such other measures as may benefit the tenantry. 

The Commission have very rightly observed that the pressure of 
population on land is the ultimate cause of Bengal’s economic troubles 
and that it is the most difficult problem for which they found it 
impossible to suggest any remedy. The benefits that would accrue to 
the tenants would be that in.stead of having middlemen, who some- 
times ward off the direct attack upon them and thereby smooth over 
their difficulties, they would l>e face to face with Government as Khas 
Mahal tenants and liable to enhancement of rents as in other places. 
The only gain to them to my mind is that they will gain in prestige 
being direct tenants under Government and not under small land- 
holders but as in this world everything depends on a give-and-take 
policy they will have to give up for the benefit derived in prestige their 
pet theory of reduction of rent, etc., and will have to submit to higher 
assessment of rent as reduction of rent is not only not recommended 
but a definite hint has been given about enhancement. Under these 
circumstances, it is for them to say whether they want the execution 
of the recommendations of the Floud Commission or not. 

The Commission do not appear to be very sure of the financial 
implication of their own proposal. It is for this reason that they have 
taken care to emphasise that although financial results will have to be 
carefully considered, they have not supported a scheme of State 
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acquisition solely on the ground that it may lead to a financial gain. 
If it resulted in financial gain, that would be an additional advantage 
but their recommendation that the State should !>e brought into direct 
• relation with the actual cultivators is the outcome of other more 4 ‘vital 
considerations”. 

State purchase of zemindaries with a view to establish direct rela- 
tionship with the ran/a ts will inevitably present problems of formidable 
administrative difficulties. But to my mind they would not be losers 
financially as they will have a handle which they may e*.nplo t v in 
obviating their financial deficits and as they will be free from their 
former obligations and new contracts with tenants will not be unfair. 

Sir, again, if there are any places where tenants are being rack- 

rented, there are provisions under section 112 of the Bengal Tenancy 

Act by which they can get remedies but to say that t lie rent or as a 

matter of fact anything can be scaled down generally would be highly 

improper and not feasible. 

TTith these few words, 1 oppose the cut motion. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I have 
always complained and 1 complain once again to-day that somebody on 
behalf of Government should expose the views of the Government of 
the day on any proposition put before the House, dust to get up and 
say k T want Ks. lakhs for ibis, that or the other” and then sit down 
does not give us an indication of the lines on which the Government 
proposes to spend that amount. 

1 would not have spoken to-day, but 1 cannot allow the speech of 
the honourable ineml>er from Gnihandha to go unchallenged for lie has 
proved himself to he a had historian and a still worse advocate. By 
just crossing over from one side of the House to flu* other lie lias given 
up the cause he once held dear. He has given us a history of the 

Muslim League of which he knows nothing. I challenge him to 

establish any single fact he placed before the House to-day. Having 
had something to do with the drafting of the Muslim league manifesto 
before the general election, when the Krishak Proja Group was a 
divided family and did not know whom to adopt as its father and whom 
to adopt as its mother, it was we of the Muslim League that gave them 
direction and a lead. 

Maulvi ABU H0S8AIN 8ARKAR: So kind of you! 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Yes, and I invite him to dis- 

prove this. If he remembers the history of his party from stage to 
stage, I think he will easily recall the position of bis masters of the 
Congress persuasion whom he followed as a carap-follow'er from day 
to day. In the voting on the Bengal Tenancy Act, he was not ashamed 



40 


DEMAND FOR ‘GRANT. 


[9th March, 


of creeping into the lobby behind the Muslim League: if ours was a 
Muslim League Government at all, it was indeed wrong on his part 
to go into the lobby against the behests of his masters. The only 
justification which even he in his saner moments will have to admit 
is that ours was not a Muslim League Government. We never had a 
Muslim League Government in Bengal. The previous Government 
was a Muslim League-Coalition Government. We take credit for 
having done that which the then Opposition feared to do. The justi- 
fication of what I am saying iH to be found in the fact that it was a 
representative of the land-owning classes and a member of the Coali- 
tion Party who appointed the Commission to unsettle the Permanent 
Settlement. Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy showed tremendous courage 
in doing that and almost risked his public life on a proposition about 
which the most astounding fact to-day is that the honourable member 
from Gnibandha is opposing a cut motion on a subject which has been, 
according to him, his life's proposition. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR : Be< •ause it is boffus. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: In justifying his somersault 
he has referred to the resolution against prostitution passed in Seraj- 
ganj. What is wrong with that P J hope he does not hold views 
different to those expressed in the resolution. Prostitution of polities, 
prostitution of ideals and prostitution of one’s faith is as unworthy 
and degrading as prostitution in any other form. 

He has asked a categorical question as to what is the difference 
between the Krishuk Proja Party and the Muslim League. I will not 
go into the history of that, but I may just tell him, and he will under- 
stand me better because lie is a Muslim, that the Muslim League is an 
organisation of nmshwcen while the organisation to which he now 
belongs may In* termed as an organisation of muiuifiqeen. I hope he 
understands the meaning of the word munafiq. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: But it is your monopoly to be 
a munafiq. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Such hypocrisy and such 
debates will not lead us anywhere. The Muslim League from the first 
day declared from the house-top that it was going to unsettle the 
Permanent Settlement. There were many difficulties in our way but 
the Government came out courageously and boldly. In spite of conti- 
nuous obstruction from the Opposition we never faltered in our 
ambition to achieve this goal during the last four years. It is an 
irony of fate that the honourable member from Gaibandha calls our 
efforts bogus. I hope in his new family and under his new affiliations 
he will do better. The Muslim League speaking in the name of the 90 
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per cent, agriculturists of Bengal, who are Muslim, wants the Perma- 
nent Settlement to go. We do not care who gives the final kick so 
long as there are men to give the kick. 

Coming to the actual subject matter of Permanent Settlement there 
was a small sentence in a telegram published in the newspapers the 
other day in which it was stated that the Hon’ble Minister had gone 
to Delhi to do many tilings among which lie was also to diseuss with 
the Central Government or his opposite number in Delhi the question 
of the Land Kevenue Commission and the implication of its recom- 
mendations. I would request him to take the House into his confidence 
and tell us where we stand because so far as 1 know’ the Government of 
India had not been approached on this problem till now. What did 
the Member in charge of the Department concerned in the Central 
Cabinet say is something this House would like to know. Instead of 
the honourable member from Gaibandha questioning the bond fides o' 
others I would ask him to address his remarks to his present masters. 
I know that he and his Proja Group have nothing original to offer 
and no special contribution to make to the problem before us. I hope 
we shall not be told t hat the talks in Delhi were confidential, that 
they are a State secret. I/ct us have everything on the floor of the 
House. I can assure the Hon’ble Minister on behalf of this flection of 
the House that a in step he tnkes to implement the recommendations of 
the Land Kevenue Commission will have the support of the Muslim 
League I*urt\ in the House now and right up to the very end. He may 
find his own followers sometimes doubtful and sometimes shaky in 
their opinions but so far as we are concerned, we are out to undo the 
Permanent Settlement as we have said repeatedly and he can rely on 
our support more definitely than upon tin* support of those who are 
now looking in a direction different to what they did when they sat 
in the Opposition. 


Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, 

it is always very pleasant and interesting to hear the sweet and hollow 
words of Mr Abdur Kuhnian Siddiqi. I find he is going away, hut 
the House will excuse me if I say that his words are sweet because 
they are always hollow'. Sir, my learned friend who is now trying to 
emulate the role of the Opposition probably was not very much aware 
of the position to which he was leuding himself while speaking on the 
subject of prostitution. I entirely agree with him that prostitu- 
tion in politics is one of the vilest vices and I will hold a mirror up 
to hirii so that he can see his own face in the mirror and he will then 
see that the party which he has the honour of representing to-day, 
having flirted for more than four years with the resources of Govern- 
ment, is now trying to flirt this House with the idea of casting all 
blame upon (he new Government from the Opposition Benches. Sir, 
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it is a very interesting and sad spectacle that the Muslim League 
Party in Opposition is trying to deliver scriptures which he have left 
on the Opposition Benches 

Mr. 8YEO ABDUL MAJID. You have changed your colours! 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: The colours we have have 
not changed: the colours which were changeable are the colours which 
have changed. 

During the last four years the Muslim League Party had a whip- 
hold upon the resources of Government even if it was a Coalition 
Government. What did my friends of that party do all these years? 
Sir, it is paraded by my friend, Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi, that good 
things were done duiing the previous regime: it is paraded that certain 
things were taken up by the previous regime, and that * Sir Bijoy 
Prasad Singh Roy had to do things which were progressive. Conced- 
ing for the time being that the previous Government had to take up 
things having progressive ideas, we claim, Sir, that whatever was 
done or proposed to be done was not done in the interest of the masses 
because of the multi-coloured Coalition Party of the past but in spite 
of that Government and the reason is that in that Government there 
were certain remnants left of the progressive Krishak Proja Party. 
It was done because in the Coalition Party there were persons headed 
by the Muslim mass leader Mr. Fazlul Huq. Things were even 
attempted because in spite of the stranglehold of those reactionaries in 
the previous regime there were at least certain factors in that multi- 
coloured Coalition Party which tried to do the real business by the 
people. There was on the one hand certain progressive factors in the 
Coalition Party but the most material factor was that the Opposition 
was constituted of the Congress and the Krishak Proja Party and the 
Government, in spite of its better wisdom, had to be driven into alleys 
of progressive measures because the Opposition was a real Opposition 
not merely professing things but believing and meaning business 
unlike the Muslim League in Opposition to-day. 

Sir, my friend Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi in retorting my friend 
Mr. Abu Hossain Sarkar tried to profess that the Muslim League stood 
by a modification of the Permanent Settlement. But, Sir, unfortunate- 
ly he is not here now. I am reminded of a day when he was speaking 
from the very place from where I am speaking and on that day he 
declared in no uncertain terms that as a Muslim Leaguer he believed 
in distinction between class and class and he believed in the utility of 
capitalism as such; and if he has not forgotten that speech — if he has 
he might consult the printed records of the Assembly proceedings — he 
will have no difficulty in perceiving that what he said on that 
occasion was against any attempt at abolition or material modification 
of the Permanent Settlement. Sir, we who belong to the Congress, 
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we who have been trained in the unquestioned ideas and idealism of 
the Congress, have no illusion, no delusion, no mistake about what we 
have got to do in the present Government. During the last four years 
we have been knocking from outside the Government door; we have 
been giving them ideas and ideals. Some of them have materialised 
on account of the wisdom and good sense of the progressive element of 
the Coalition Party, but we found that the material ideas, the ideas 
which required immediate implementing, the ideas which required 
translating into action without any delay, those ideas were pushed 
through the coalition door but were rejected again through the coali- 
tion door. That is w hy we have decided to come inside the Govern- 
ment, not for any party nr personal or individual axe-grinding. 

My learned friend Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi has tauntingly 
referred to the visits ot certain Ministers to Delhi for certain purposes. 
The insinuation is obvious. Well, do my friends of the Muslim 
League in Opposition forget that during the last four years each and 
every luminary ot tin* Coalition Party on the plea of some specious 
business or other moved from one end of the country to the other 
ostensibly for the benefit of the Government and the province but 
substantially and unmistakably for filling the private coffers of those 
luminaries of the Coalition Party? We want to change the tradition 
of the Government. If we have come into the Government, if we have 
brought mu Ministers into the Cabinet, it is not liecause we want to 

give a stunt to the province and to the masses but we have come to the 

Government because we want to tn at least for once to see whether 

with our ideas and idealism and with the aid of our Ministers we can oi 
cannot at least change the face of the distressed masses of the province*. 
Well, we have our own ideas and programme; we do not require to he 
instructed by cut motions from the Muslim League in Opposition. 
They cannot give any new cut motion. I know whatever they are 
doing, they are copying from the pages of the written proceedings of 
the Assembly and they are taking loan from our ideas. I assure ray 
friends in the Opposition Muslim League that we do not want any 
loans from the Mtndim league in ideas. We have got our own ideas 
and we are determined to put them into action. We of the Congress 
have tor the first time in the province expressed ourselves in terms 
of the abolition of the present land revenue system and we assure our 
friends the Muslim Leaguers in the Opposition that we are determined 
carrying into effect at least a part of our desire. 

Sir, I know there are difficulties and unfortunately we have got 
the government at a time wdien there is not merely a petty and petulant 
warfare from the Muslim League in the Opposition but when there is 
a real war at our door, but I assure the Muslim League in the Opposi- 
tion that we shall not make an excuse of the war situation. In spite 
of the real difficulties our Ministers will make a bold declaration of 
the policy; our Ministers will make a declaration in no uncertain terms 
4 
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that ours,is a policy not to perpetuate the rotten land revenue system 
but ours is a policy which will give a new orientation and which will 
at least inspire hopes in the minds of our down-trodden masses. 
(Interruptions from Muslim League Benches.) Sir, I know it is very 
easy to interrupt by unmeaning laughter. I will not challenge my 
friends; even challenge is not good enough for them; but I will ask my 
friends in the Opposition in the Muslim League Party — will they 
analyse their own conscience, if they have any? Why is it that none 
of the recommendations of the Floud Commission has been put into 
action? Is it because we are in the Government for two months or is 
it not because from 1937 ideas that had been taught and actions that 
had been suggested were shelved by the party which was responsible 
for the administration during the last four years? I know that the 
Opposition will emulate us but the Opposition will not emulate our 
action. Our Ministers, I am sure, will invite the leaders of all parties 
for finding out practical ways and means for putting into operation 
the ideas of the Land Revenue Commission. I am sure that in spite 
of what has been said by Mr. Abdulla-Al Mahmood, in spite of the 
hollow protestations of Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi, when they sit 
round the table, if there is any opposition to any scheme for imple- 
menting the recommendations of the Land Revenue Commission, that 
will come from the Muslim League Opposition. It is no use, having 
hctra>ed the resources of the country, having shelved the recommenda- 
tions of the Committee for four years, to come to-day and say that this 
Government of two months' standing is not implementing the recom- 
mendations. If the recommendations have not been put into 
operation it is not because we are here for the last two months, but it 
is because the party which has now gone to the Opposition was 
irresponsible, unbusinesslike, insincere and did not mind real business 
by the people. Sir, we on this side of the House who belong to the 
Congress (A voice from the Opposition Benches: No, not Congress) 
make it clear that we shall certainly inspire Government and we shall 
persuade this Ministry to take up and complete the proposals, so that 
we can show the outside world that where the other party now belong- 
ing to the Opposition failed as Government we of the Congress as 
Government have succeeded. We want to show the people that where 
they have kept the people in eternal darkness and have deluded the 
people, w*e were at least trying to light the lamp of hope and 
liberation. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, the question may now be put. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: My idea was that I would allow 2 or 
3 more speakers to speak from both sides. But if jou insist on 
putting the closure now, my only course would be to ask Hon’ble 
Mr. Banerjee to reply on behalf of the Government. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I have no objection if you 
are prepared to sit till 1 o’clock and dispose of all the motions. There 
are 17 motions in the list and if you decide to allow any more speeches 
on thif ^motion, then the inevitable result will be that the other 
motions which may be actually important will be shut out. I do not 
want to stand in the way of anybody delivering speeches. The 
previous speaker has taken 13 minutes. You have not fixed any time- 
limit. We find that it is very difficult for us 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: In that case I would request 

Mr. Banerjec to reply on behalf of Government. 

Mr. FAZLITR RAHMAN: Sir. we would mjuest you to 

allow only one more speaker from our side, because it is a very 
important motion and the Opposition has the privilege. (»o\ eminent 
side speakeis may not he allowed to speak. As a matter of fact, their 
whole policy will be enunciated by the Hon’ble Minister. Therefore, 
Sir, I hope that you will be pleased to allow only one more member 
from our side to apeak. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: 1 will allow one speaker from this 
side and one speaker from that side. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, in the past the practice has been 
that the Government spokesman speaks last. (A voice from the 
Coalition Benches: The past is past.i This is the tradition of this 
House. The llon'ble Minister will be in a position to enunciate the 
whole policy of the part\ which runs the Government, and so their 
point of view will be stressed by him. Therefore, Sir, I would request 
you to allow' only one more member from our side to speak. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, do you insist on your 
closure motion? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, it will depend on wbat 
procedure you propose to follow. If it is \our intention with the 
leave of the House to permit voting till to-morrow in respect of Nome 
motions relating to Land Revenue, 1 have no objection if you permit 
at least two more speakers within a definite time giving five minutes 
to each of them, ho that we can go and vote by 11 o’clock positively 
and sit till 11-30 and take half an hour's time to-morrow' for Land 
Revenue to dispose of the other motions left over. If this is agreed to, 

I think this side will have no objection. It all depends on you. Sir. 
In that case two more speakeis, one from this side and another from 
that side, can speak for five minutes each and the Hon'ble Minister 
may take 20 minutes. 
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Mr. tHAHEOALI: On a point of order, Sir. Instead of wasting 
time in this way, you can allow one speaker to speak only for five 
minutes. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: That is not a point of order. 
Mr. Abdul Latif Biswas will now speak. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I 
rise to support the motion moved by my honourable friend Mr. Abdulla- 
A1 Mahmood. 

Sir, the cut motion lias l>ecn moved in order 1o direct the attention 
of the House to the failure of Government to give effect to the recom- 
mendations of the Floud Commission. (Mr. Atvl Chandra Sen: 
Which Government?) We, on this side of the House belonging to the 
League, have always advocated the idea of giving effect to the recom- 
mendation's of the Land Revenue Commission. The past Government 
did even thing necessary in order to bring about a eliange which is very 
important and essential in its character. They bad gone through 
every preliminary and when they wen* about to give effect to the 
leeommendntions of the Floud Commission the lIonTde Chief 

Minisfer, the proja-danith Minister, lias taken a course which has been 
disastrous in the matter of giving effect to the recommendations and, 
Sir, the reasons are not far to seek. We, on this side of the House 
belonging to flu* League, all along advocated the idea of gixing effect 
to the recommendations of the Commission and I ma\ sa\ to this House 
that our the then leader the Ilon'hle Chief Minister shelved the 
question on this ground or other. When lie being a landlord himself 
found that Ihe puitj of the then Government would not allow him to 
shelve the question an\ more he changed the part \ and made alliance 
with a party which is being guided in spirit b\ Hurd wan and Mymen- 
singh (Cries of “Hear, hear” from the Opposition benches). To-day, 
Sir, we have heard with pain the speerli of the Maharaja of Mymen- 
singh, one of the guiding spirits of the present Government. When 
we heard that speech, I confess, Sir, that I was disillusioned and I 
thought that this Government was powerless to give effect to the 
recommendations of the Floud Commission. I thought, Sir, that this 
is a point, this is a matter which led our the then leader to cut off 
connection with that Government and to make alliance with a party 
whose guiding spirit is the Hindu Mahasabha and the Forward Bloc. 
At the present time there has been a conjunction of the Ganges and the 
Jumna in the action of the Hon’ble Chief Minister who, while forming 
the Ministry, has included the members of the Forward Bloc, who and 
their leader Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose whom we are missing to-day 
unfortunately advocated and declared with loud voice for the abolition 
of the *emindary system here on the floor of the House and also out 
aide on the platform and in the columns of newspapers. 



1942 .] 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 


49 


Now, Sir, there is another thing. The Chief Minftter has not 
forgotten to include in his Cabinet the stout disciple of the Hindu 
Mahasabha leader Savarkar in the person of the redoubtable 
Dr. Syajnaprasad Mookcrjee. That is why 1 say that there has Wen 
a conjunction of the Ganges and the Jumna, and on this confluence, 
Sir, I expect that the Hon’ble Chief Minister standing here to-day on 
the floor of the House will declare without any umbiguity whatsoever 
and with clearness that it is the policy of his Government to give 
immediate effect to the recommendations of the Laud Revenue Conn* 
mission. Rut, Sir, when 1 want a declaration I confess that 1 cannot 
but think that the present Government is practically guided by the 
spirit of Dr. Syamapnwid Mookcrjee whose high priest showered 
blessings upon the head ot Mr. Fazlul Huq forming the present 
Government for commissioning Dr. S\amapra*ad Mookcrjee to safe- 
guard the interests of the Muslims and Mr. Fazlul Huq for looking 
alter the Hindu interests. Sir, 1 confess that this Government, 
constituted as it is, i> incapable of giving effect to the recommenda- 
tions of the Floud Commission. I do not like* to take up much time 
of the House. Sir, the object ot moving this cut motion by the 
Opposition is to have a declaration from the Hon ’hie Chief Minister 
who lias all along taken up the position that this Government is going 
to adopt the pohc\ ot giving effect to the recommendations of the Floud 
Commission without the least de)a\ and if that declaration is made, 
this side ot the House will be satisfied. 

One word regarding m\ triend Mr. Aim Hussain Sarkar. To me 
it appears that Mr. Abu Hussain Sarkar has been changed by a touch 
of the magic wand. 1 do not like to say more. 

Again 1 want to sa\ that the object of moving this cut motion ia 
nothing more than to get an assurance from the Hon’ble Chief Minister 
that his Government i> going to give effect to the recommendations of 
the Floud Commission. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Mr. Deputy 

Speaker. Sii , before tbe debate proceeds further I want to correct my 
friend Mr. Abdul Latii Biswas’s statement that the Hon’ble Minister 
who is in charge of Land Revenue belongs to the Forward Bloc in the 
Bengal Legislative Assembly. I state here and now that there it* no 
Forward Bloc Party in the Bengal Legislative A*sembh. If there 
is any doubt. Sir, I ma\ sa\ that we belong to the Congress Parlia- 
mentary Party in the Bengal Legislative Assembly. 

Or* NALINAK8HA SANYAL* There is no other party called 
the Bengal Congress Parliamentary Party except the Official Con grew 
Party. 
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Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, Mr. Abdul Latif 
Biswas bas just now said that he wants a declaration from the Hon’ble 
Chief Minister that the recommendations of the Floud Commission 
would be accepted by Government. I may tell Mr. Biswas -that the 
Hon’ble Chief Minister had already made his declaration before 1937 
that he was for the abolition of the zamindary system in Bengal. 
After the year 1937 he could not do anything because he was under 
the baneful influence of the Muslim League. When the appointment 
of the Floud Commission came up for discussion before the House, 
we who were on the Opposition then opposed it and gave expression to 
our view that the system could be abolished by a suitable legislation. 
It was the Muslim League who stood in the way. They had the Com- 
mittee formed to adopt the dilatory method. In the name of the 
Floud Commission, they visited different parts of India and thus 
squandered a large sum of money. Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi has 
deliberately said that the system should go because lie has no 
zamindari and, therefore, has nothing to lose. Mr. Suhrawardy also 
has subscribed to the same view because he also has nothing to lose. 
What about Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin and Mr. K. Sahabuddin ? I 
want them to come forward and make speeches giving out their inten- 
tions to show that they mean business. It is the policy of the Muslim 
League that the statutory rights must he preserved. (Cries of “No, 
no’’ from the Opposition benches.) You sa\ “no” and 1 sa> “yes”. 
Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi has asked Mr. Abu Hossain Sarker to show 
to the House that it was the policy of the Muslim League to preserve 
the statutory rights but if he was in possession of all the papers, he 
would not have asked the question. 

When there was a difference between the members of the Muslim 
League and the Krishak-Proja Party, the members of t lie Krishak- 
Proja Party went into the Opposition. After a year or two there was 
some sort of cement bet wen the Muslim League members and members 
of the independent Krishak-Proja Party. The Hon’ble Mr. Sham- 
suddin Ahmad and Mr. Tamizuddin Khan went and joined the 
Ministry on condition that they would do something and that if they 
failed to do it they would come out. The Hon’ble Mr. Shamsuddin 
Ahmad hud I he courage to come out of the Cabinet but Mr. Tamizuddin 
Khan remained there forgetting the pledges that he had made. 
Today, I can assure the House that the members of the Krishak-Proja 
Party are very serious over the question of Floud Commission. We do 
not want to give effect to the insincere cut motion placed before the 
House by the Opposition. We want to do something real. We shall 
ask our Minister to have the Zamindari system abolished. 

There was one question raised by the Maharaja of Mymensingh, 
that is. whether it would be legal or illegal to do away with Zamindary 
system. There was a case before the Federal Court only about a 
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month ago. The decision was that the laws made by the* Company 
would be altered by the Provincial Government, that is to gay, it 
would be within the purview of the Provincial Legislature to 

alter the laws made by the Company in the year 1793 oi 

before. So far as that question is concerned, there need not 
be any more doubt in the minds of the members of the Legis- 
lature. Why are they not going to give effect to it ? The reason is 
that there are a number of Muslim zumindnrs — more Muslim scamfn- 
dars in other provinces than in Bengal. The leaders who are zamin- 
dars, do not want their rights to be taken away. The policy must be 

dictated by the Muslim League. If they are sincere, 1 shall be glad 

to hear from them that they really mean what they say. It is not 
our business only to ciitieise the Opposition We ha\e got our own 
duty to do Today w e hope that the Unable Minister will make u 
declaration before the House that he will try to do Ins best to do away 
with landlordism. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Mr Deputy 
Speaker. Sir. land revenue is tin* backbone of the finances of this pro- 
vince and on behalf of the Government I welcome the debate on the 
question of tin* grant undei the head “Land Revenue” this morning. 

1 shall first of all deal with the cut motions moved by m\ honourable 
f i lend Mr Abdulla-AI-M uhmood and my honourable friend 
Mr. Nikunju Behari Maiti I uni glad. Sir, that the mover of the 
first cut motion did not want to apportion the blame betweeu this 
Government and its immediate predecessor in office. He tauntingly 
observed with reference to the party in power this morning: let the 
gallant advocates of the tenants in the Government tackle the problem. 

I do not realise, 1 do not admit that either the Opposition or the Gov- 
ernment of the day for the time being should be the gallant advocate* 
of the tenantry of Bengal. I will not say and I will not admit that 
the cut motions introduced by my friends opposite have been intro- 
duced from the point of view either of insincerity or of hollowness or 
of hypocrisy. My view is that the problem is so vast, that the 
complexities aie so great, that a proper solution of the problem will 
undoubtedly lead to the regeneration of the nation and on this ques- 
tion whatever political differences we may have in this Assembly and 
outside we may just as well meet on a common platform to alleviate 
the sufferings of the tenantry. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL-MAHMOOD: The report is there. 

The Hoft’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANER4EE: My friende 

opposite in their impatient zeal point to the fact that the report is 
there. Yes, the Floud Commission was appointed on the 5th of 
November, 1938. Its report was submitted in March, 1940, and in 
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order to eonsider the applicability of that monumental report of the 
Commission the Government of the day appointed a Special Officer to 
consider its implications ; and Mr. Gurner, the Special Officer, present- 
ed his report in July, 1940. Then Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Boy, my 
predecessor in office, discussed the report before the Bengal Legis- 
lative Assembly on two successive days, 28th and 29th July, 1941. 
Sir, the present Government was constituted finally on the 17th of 
December, 1941. If no action has been taken for ameliorating the 
condition of the tenantry during the last five years, that is not a 
lacuna, that is not a fault of the present Ministry, and it will be 

realised by both sides of the House that the problem is so vast, that 

the times are so abnormal that it may probably be necessary for this 
Government or any other Government of the future, if it desires to 
carry the recommendations into immediate effect, to consider what 
modifications, if any, must be proposed in view of these special abnor- 
mal times in which we have been living, through which we have been 
moving. On that point, Sir, 1 entirely agree with the observations 
made by my honourable friend Mr. Nikunja Behari Maiti. He stated 
that so far as this report is concerned, the question of expropriation 
does not arise. 1 very carefully analysed the Hi speeches which were 
delivered on the floor of the Legislative Assembly on the 28th and 

29th July, 1941, and I found that with the exception of two there was 

nobody, not even my honourable friend Mr. Abdul Latii Biswas who 
advocated the doctrine of wholesale expropriation. Therefore, the 
abolition of the Permanent Settlement and the acceptance of the main 
recommendations of the Floud Commission involve certain financial 
commitments. I shall leave it to the Hon'ble Finance Minister to see 
whether in view of the abnormal situation which has arisen in this 
province it is possible for any Government to tackle the financial 
implications of the scheme so as to give effect to it immediately. 

Sir, so far as the past Government is concerned, its financial posi- 
tion was much better than that of the present one. Whether the past 
Government consisted of bigger capitalists than the present one is a 
question which the verdict of history will establish some day. I agree, 
therefore, with the observations of my honourable friend Mr. Maiti 
that the recommendations of the Floud Commission might be carried 
into effect with reference to certain less important provisions. As a 
matter of fact, even in July last when the war in the Far East was 
looming large, one of my honourable friends who is a prominent 
member of the Opposition today advocated the modification of the main 
recommendations of the Floud Commission Report. 

Sir, so far as the question of the acceptance of the report is 
concerned, I must state very frankly that this Government did not 
have sufficient time to make up its mind on this all-important question, 
but I should like to make it quite clear that we do not propose to 



1942 .] 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 


to 

shelve this problem indefinitely and what I propose to do* is to have 
a conference of leaders or representatives of the different parties in 
the House and try to come to some sort of general agreement, if 
general agreement is possible, and then this Government will publish 
its decision and conclusions in the sliape of resolutions. (Mr. Fazi.ur 
Rahman: When that conference will come P) Sir, the conference, if 
constituted, might meet before the life of this session of the Assembly 
is over. And notwithstanding the impatience — 1 will not refer to the 
taunts and jeers of my friends opposite — notwithstanding the patriotic 
impatience of my friends opposite, how will they meet the obligations 
referred to in the Floud Commission Report P Whether it is a sum 
of Rs. (i7 crores or it is a sum of 118 crores, has this province got the 
necessary cash for liquidating its obligations P As an alternative, the 
issue of bonds was suggested. And the question is that so far as the 
issue of bonds is concerned, is it not time thut we should consider — not 
Government alone or the Opposition alone — whether that alternative 
proposal is feasible under t he circumstances ? 

Then, Sir, my friend Mr. Muiti referred to the recommendations of 
Mr. Stuart in his report on Khasmahul Areas in the province. Sir, I 
have carefully gone through that report and many of the recommenda- 
tions of thut report. They are matters of earnest consideration by 
this Government, and I give him this assurance that the recommenda- 
tions of Mr. Stuart will receive the best attention of the present 
Government The difficulty with reference to the acceptance of two 
of the main recommendations arises out of the later recommendations 
of the Floud Commission. The question of remission of rent is a point 
which is engaging our attention, and it may be, Sir. within your 
recollection that even as the present law stands you have got section 
112 of the Rengal Tenancy Act under which revision of rent is quite 
possible, and this Government will appoint an officer and will issue 
instructions to see that wherever the rate of rent is abnormal, this 
officer will make a proper enquiry and inform the Government for 
necessary action. So far us the question of reduction of fiat rate of 
rent is concerned it is a question which has been considered bv the 
Floud Commission, and may I point out to my friend, if he will be 
good enough to look at paragraph 204, page 100, of the Floud Com- 
mission Report, he will find that the Floud Commission was advocat- 
ing enhancement of rentP In Mr. Stuart’s report, Mr. Stuart, it is 
true, advocated reduction of rent, specially in those areas where the 
rents are abnormally high not necessarily due to productivity but due 
to reasons which he characterised as historical. 

Sir, the last Government appointed a Reut Reduction Enquiry 
Committee. I shall deal with it if I have the opportunity of dealing 
with the resolution in the name of my honourable friend Mr. Dhirendra 
Nath Datta. The Rent Reduction Committee since 1938 has not yet 
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been able to complete its report. (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: Dissolve 
it!) Till that report is obtained Government will find it difficult to 
commit itself to a definite permanent principle in the matter of reduc- 
tion of rent. But this assurance I am prepared to give that wherever 
rents are excessive, attempts will be, made to reduce the rents on the 
reports of Special Officers whom we are going to appoint. 

Sir, Mr. Haiti also referred to the question of remission of rent in 
cases of natural calamities. The question of remission of rent is a 
question which is governed by the Touzi Manual of 1940. This is 
a manual again which was not prepared by the present Government. 
Mr. Haiti’s motion, however, refers not merely to remission of rent 
but it refers also to the lightening of the burden of taxation upon the 
peasants. I agree with him entirely that the Department of Revenue 
is not exclusively concerned with the question of reduction or lighten- 
ing of the burden of taxation upon the peasantry of Bengal. This 
department is concerned only with one aspect of the problem, namely, 
the question of remission of rent in cases of natural calamities and I 
can assure him and 1 can assure the House that in this direction also 
every effort will be made by the present Government to alleviate the 
distress of the peasantry. In fact, in the cyclone and flood -affected 
areas in certain districts of Eastern Bengal, Government have allowed 
certain concessions — concessions which, b\ this time, I suppose, are 
well known to every member of the House. 

Sir, I now’ refer to the observations made by m> honourable friend 
Mr. Abu Hossain Sarkar. I am not interested to know whether the 
abolition of Permanent Settlement constituted or constitutes one of the 
planks of the orthodox Muslim League. It is open to any political 
party to accept accretions and my friends of the Muslim League in the 
Opposition are entitled to make adoptions if such adoptions have not 
already been made. My honourable friend Mr. Siddiqi referred to 
adopted fathers and mothers adopted. Sir, in my study of the Roman 
Iiaw dealing with the chapter on “Peter Familias” I came across an 
observation of the famous French Jurist Jeerat. He says there: 
“Paternity is a question of opinion, maternity is a question of fact”. 

Sir, I am glad that my honourable friend Maharaja of Mymensingh 
is not opposed to acquisition by the State. 

Then I come to — as I always treat with the deepest respect — the 
observations of my honourable friend Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi. I 
am sorry he is not here. He was this morning somehow interested in 
abnormal sex psychology (Laughter) and he talked about prostitution 
of politics. That is an expression which I do not like 
(Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: Sir, he is an old bachelor. You can 
excuse him.) And he made a kind of personal reference to my visit 
to Delhi. My visit to Delhi has become so famous by this time that 
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I was almost wondering whether or not it might just as weH emulate 
the crusading xeal of one of the earliest Popes whose visit to Jerusalem 
is enshrined in the memories of men. My honourable friend 
Mr. Siddiqi in the course of his speech in July last before the Legis- 
lative Assembly quoted a Persian proverb and said “When you want 
to do a piece of good business, do not consult any oracle”. Well, it 
is the misfortune of every Minister of the Crown to consult oracles. 
Who aie the oracles in this* instance ? I better leave unsaid. My 
honourable friend Mr. Siddiqi uKo gave me an assurance and his 
assn mine u;e to tiii.s effect: Undo the Peimanent Settlement and in 
the ta^k of undoing the Permanent Settlement, \ou will have the 
support of all the members opposite. Well, I am counting not on their 
absolute but on their conditional support and when we meet in a 
conference, 1 hope we shall have their advice and their guidance. 

M\ honourable trieml Mr. Abdul Latif Biswas was somewhat in 
a bellicose mood ibis morning - be is not nlwa\s. 1 usually find him 
very i e, tamable. He was talking of the failure of this Government 
to c.nn into immediate effect the recommendations of the Floud Com- 
mission lepoit. In these abnormal times, one is apt to forget time and 
di<1anre and if m\ honourable friend was forgetting the limits of 
time, I "hall certainh not be mie of those who will enter a demurrer. 

Mv honourable friend also refened to a combination between my 
chief, the Hon'lde Chief Minister and 1 he Rouble Minister for Finance 
and he wondered, was this the confluence between the Gauges and the 
Jumna. Ma\ J ask him, has he forgotten that the mighty rivers of 
the Pndmu may join, similarly keeping and retaining their identity, 
with the clearer and more limpid rivers of the Meghan? 

Sir, he pointed out to me the assurance given to this House by the 
last Leader of the Opposition. The value of that assurance and the 
urgency of that assurance are well known to me, but I agree with the 
views of my honourable friend that a hero nevei appears solely to his 
admirers and followers and, therefore, if this appreciation comes 
from quarters opposite ami if the quarters opposite have sincere views, 
then those views constitute the highest form of flatten. 

Sir, with these observations I have fonnulh to oppose the cut 
motions moved. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 shall now put motion No. 2 of 
Mr. Abdulla-Al-Mahmood and motion No. 3 of Mr. Nikunja Behan 
Maiti to vote. 

Dr. NAUMAK8HA SANYAL: They should be put to vote 
separately. 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes. 
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The Motion of Mr. AbdnJla-Al-Mahmood that the demand of 
Re. 36,22,000 for expenditure under the head “7 — Land Revenue” be 
reduced by Re. 100, was then put and a division taken with the 
following result ; — 


AYES-40. 


Abdul Axil, Maulaaa'Md. 

A Mol Haflz, Mr. Mini. 

Abdul Hamid, Mr. A. M. 

Abdul Karim, Mr. 

AMal Latif Bitwai, Maaivi. 

Abdul Majid, Mr. tyatf (Hoakhali). 

AMal Motalob Malik, Dr. 

Abdulla- Al Makmaad, Mr. 

AHur Rakmaa, Khan Bahadur A. F. M. 

AMar Raaahid Mahmaod, Mr. 

AMar Raihaad, Maalvl Md. 

AMaa tbahood, Maaivi Md. 

Ahul Naablm, Maalvl. 

Abal Naaala Ahmad, Mr. 

Ahmad All Mrldha. Maaivi. 

Ahmad Naaain, Mr. 

Aalad Haaaain Khan, Khan Bahadur Maulvl. 

Paalul Qaadlr, Khan Bahadur Maulvl. 

Faalur Rahman, Mr. (Daeaa). 

Paalur Rahman, Mr. (Mymontingh). 

WOES 

AMal Haflt, Mr. Mia. 

AMal Hakim, Maulvl (Myinoailng b). 

AMal dabbar, Maulvl. 

Abdul Majid, Maalvl (Mymonilngh). 

AMal Wahab Khan, Mr. 

AMal Wabtd, Maalvl. 

AMar Raul, Khan Bahadur Maalvl I. (Howrah). 
AMar Rauf, Khan Bahadur Ihah (Raagpur). 

AMar Rauak, Maulvl. 

Abu Haualn Sarfcar, Maalvl. 

Abal Faxal, Mr. Md. 

Aoharyya Ohoudbury, Maharaja laibi Kanta, of 
Mukfataoha, Mymonalnfh. 

Abmod All inayotpuri, Khan Bahadur Maulaaa. 
Ahmod Khan, Mr. tyod. 

Aminullah, Khan tahlb Maulvl. 

Amir All Mia, Maulvl Md. 

Aiimuddin Ahmod, Mr. 

Aahar All, Maulvl. 

Badraddoja, Mr. lyod. 

Banorjo*. tho Hon'blo Mr. Framatha Rath. 

Banorjl, Mr. latya Prlya. 

Barat All, Mr. Md. 

Burma, Baba Fromharl. 

Burma, Mr. Puipajlt. 

Barman, Baku Shyama FrutM. 

Barman, (bo Hon'blo Mr, Uyoadra Hath. 

Bum. (bo Hon'blo Mr. lantoob Kumar. 

Bbawmlk, Dr. Bobluda Chandra. 

Blrkmyro, Hr Hoary, Bart. 

Btewaa, Baba Lakibmi Narayaa. 

•Hwaa, Mr. Rat* Lai. 

Bl«wa«, Mr. turoadra Rath. 

Bhakrabarty, Mr.daHadra Rath. 

SBakraharty, Baku Raroadra Rarayaa. 


Hafzuddin Choudburi, Maulvl. 

Hamlduddin Ahmad, Khaa tahlb. 
dalaluddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maalvl. 
daiimuddin Ahmod, Khaa tahlb Maulvl. 
Maniruddin Akhand, Maulvl. 

Matud All Khan Panni, Af-Hadj Maaivi. 
Mohammad All, Khan Bahadur. 

Muhammad Itrail, Maulvl. 

Muhammad tiddiguo, Khan Bahadur Dr. tyod 
Haiarullab, Hawabzada K. 

Hazimuddin Khwaja tir, K. C. I. E. 

Hooruddin, Mr. K. 

Razaur Rahman Khan, Mr. 
lahobo-Alam, Mr. tyod. 
lalim, Mr. t. A. 
lorajal lilam, Mr. 
thahabuddin, Mr. Khwaja, C. B. E. 

Tamizuddin Khan, Mr. 

Yuiaf All Choadhury, Mr. 

Zahur Ahmod Choadhury, Maalvl. 

111 . 

Chaudhuri. Rai Harondra Hath. 

Chippondalo, Mr. d. W. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Dai, Rai tahlb Anukul Chandra. 

Dai, Rai tahlb Kirit Bhutan. 

Dai, Mr. Moamohan. 

Dai Qupta, Babu Khagondra Rath. 

Dai Quota, Irijwt Harondra Rath. 

Dutta Quota, Miu Mira. 

Dutta Mazumdar, Mr. Hlharoudu. 

Emdadul Haguo, Kazi. 

Fazlul Hug, tho Hon'blo Mr. A. K. 

Qhoto, Mr. Atal Kriihna. 

Qiaiaddin Ahmod, Mr. 

Qolam Rabbani Ahammad, Maulvl. 

Qolam tarwar Hotaini, Mr. thah tyod. 

QriMthi, Mr. C. 

Quota, Mr. 4 . R. 

Qyamddin Ahmod Choudhary, Albadj. 

Hahibullah, tho Hon’Mo Rawab Bahadur K- ot 

Biota. 

Haiaa All Chtwdhury, Mr. tyod. 

Hataaazzaman, Maulvl Md. 

Hathom All Khaa, Tho Hon’blo Khaa Bahadur 
Maulvl. 

Hasiaa Murthod, Mn., M. B. E. 

Hatomally damadar, Khaa tahlb Maaivi. 

Hondry, Mr. David. 

Idrii Ahmod Mia, Maalvl. 
dona AU Majumdar, Maalvl. 

Kablruddia Khaa, Khaa Bahadur Maulvl 
Kaaom All Mina, tahlbxada Kawaa dab tyod. 
Koaaody, Mr. I. «. 

Kumar, Hr. Atul Chandra. 

Kuada, Mr. RJohttha Rath, 
lahiri, Baba Aohutooh . 
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imirtM, m. •. p. 

RHnMk Abmtf, Or. {B«fr«). 

1^, Hr. Atfwatta Kimt. 

Majiatfar, Mrs. Hoiprm 
■Mia), Hr. Aarlta Lai. 

Hartal, Hr. Buka Btbari. 

Martal, Mr. Blrat Obaatfra. 

Maatfal, Mr. tfag aatfra Natb. 

Maatfal, Mr. Kritbat Praaatf. 

Maairaaaamaa lifaaabatfl, Maalaaa Mtf. 
Maqbal Haaaia, Mr. 

Mabala All. Mr. Mtf. 

Mtakar)**, Tba Haa’bla Dr. Syanayraiatf. 
Maalaaa All Mallab, Maalvl M. 

Mabaaimatf Afial, Nkaa Babatfar Maalvl Syatf. 
Mabaaiaiatf Ibrahim, Maalvl. 

Mahammatf lihaga*# Maalvl. 

Makbar}i, Dr. N. •. 

Maabarraf Hauain, Nawab, Kbaa Bahatfar. 
Maalaiawtal Haqaa, Mr. Syatf. 

Naahtr, Mr. Ham Obaatfra. 

Pattiafar, Mr. D. ||. 


Praaualk, Mr. TarbMabaraa. 
Rahaaa, Kbaa Baba tfir A. M. L ' 
Rajftatftfta Taraftfar, MaaM. 
NaaUratftfla Abmatf, Mr. 

Bay, Mr. Dhaaaajay. 

Ray, Mr. Maaaiatba Natb. 

Ray, Mr. PaDraai. 
latfnrtftfia Abaiatf, Mr. 
lalratftfla Abaiatf, Map. 
laataHab, Dr. 
taayal, Mr. laaaaka tabar. 
laa, Mr. Atal Obaatfra. 
laa, Mr. Dbiraatfra Natb. 

•aa, tfayaih Obaatfra, Ral Babatfar. 
tbabatfall, Mr. 

Ibaaiiatftfla Abaiatf, tba Haa’bla Mr. 
liagba, Baba Kihatra Natb. 

Ilrtfar, Baba Lltta Maatfa. 

Itark, Mr. A. P. 

Yaaial Miria. 

Zaiaaa, Mr. A. M. A. 


The A yes being 40 and the Noes 111, the motion was lost. 


The motion ot Mr. Nikmija Hehnri Maiti that the demand of 
lis. 0<i.*^,OOO for expenditure under the head “7 — Land Bevenue” he 
reduced by IN. 100, was then pul and lost. 

Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Mr. ] deputy Speaker, Sir, 1 beg 
to iiinM' that the demand of IN. *‘lti,22,00() under the head 4 ‘7 —Land 
Bevenue be i educed b\ IN. 100. The object of my motion is to raise 
a disou^inn about the abolition of garnishing system of collection. 

Sir, 1 have got other motions also. May J move them now ? 


Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Please confine yourself to item No. 4 
onh . 

Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Yes, Sir. This system is perni- 
cious in it* character and baneful in its operation. There was a 
similar provision in the Bengal Tenancy Act. We took notice’ of ii 
and we took steps to abolish it from the Bengal Tenancy Act. 
The Bengal Tenancy Act provided that the landlords could proceed 
against not only the property but also against the person of the tenant 
as well as movable and other immovable properties including the crops 
standing on the land. In accordance with that there was a provision 
in the Certificate Procedure whereby a landlord could place a list of 
the defaulting tenants before the Certificate Officer so that he might 
proceed against the tenant and attach his movable and immovable 
properties. We have already abolished, as 1 have said, such a provi- 
sion from the Bengal Tenancy Act so far as it touched the personal 
property of the tenants in default other than the tenancy in default. 
Today Sir, the landlord cannot proceed against either the crop or any 
movable property of the defaulting tenant. He aleo cannot proceed 
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against any property other than the tenancy in default. In spite of 
that there is a provision like this by which the landlord can proceed 
not in his own name but through the Certificate Court in an abnormal 
way against the tenants — sub-tenants — and have the properties of all 
kinds sold, even the person of the tenants nol being excluded. This 
system is called “garnishing system” but I characterise it as a perni- 
cious system. If this system has escaped the notice of the last Govern- 
ment it must at least receive attention just now because this system is 
pernicious in the same way as the provision in the Bengal Tenancy Act 
to which I have already referred. So, Sir, this system must be dis- 
continued. There must no longer be a provision like that in the Law, 
by which a landlord can proceed against the person or other properties 
of the tenant. It should no more be possible for a landlord to take 
recourse to certificate procedure to proceed against the person or pro- 
perties of the tenant. Sir, the position now is that if a landlord does 
not pay a cess naturally the Collector pounces upon the zemindar and 
serves a notice on him under the Certificate Procedure Rules Then 
and there the zemindar furnishes the names of tenants win* are in 
arrears not only of various cesses hut also of rent and then the provi- 
sion under the Public Demands Recovery Act is utilised and all the 
mischief comes. Today the position is that the standing crop is also 
attached. There is unrest in the countryside. You know, Sir, year 
before last, on our motion the Certificate Procedure has been disconti- 
nued in regard not onh to the zemindar s rent eases but also in regard 
to khas mohal and other lands of Government. But toda\ under this 
highly injurious provision a landlord can proceed not only against the 
tenancy in default hut also against the person, moveable and other 
immovable properties of the tenant who is not actually the tenant 
ot the Collector hut a tenant of the defaulting zemindur. Therefore, 
Sir, we urge that this provision should at once be abolished and the 
tenants not proceeded against in that manner. Today the conditions iu 
the countryside have become very much worse and in many districts 
famiue continues. When disasters overtake the country, Govern- 
ment come forward to help the people by distributing relief, by grant- 
ing loans and by making provision for gratuitous and test relief. 
There also this pernicious system is adopted for the collection of the 
dues of landlords by the Collector — a man who is not to receive the 
money from tenants. That being the position, I hope it may now be 
possible for Government to give effect to my motion regarding the 
abolition of the garnishing system of collection. 

Adjournment. 

It being 11-30 a.m. — 

The House was adjourned till 8-30 a.m. on Tuesday, the 10th 
March, 1942, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935 . 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Tuesday, 
the 10th March, 1942, at 8-30 a.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Deputy Speaker (Mr. Sykd J ti.Ai.rnmx Uamikmy) in the Chair, 
9 Hon’ble Ministers and 195 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Alleged assault and arrest of students by police. 

*114. Mr. K. NOORUDDIN: <«) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Home Department aware — 

< 1 1 that several students and young men have recently been 
assaulted l>\ the police on the ljongaon railway station; and 

<//) that five }oung men have been arrested at the Je snore station f 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

u) the reason thereof; and 

<ji) whether he is contemplating taking any steps in the matter ? 

MINISTER in oharge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bk 
Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq): (a) (i) The local authorities have no informa- 
tion but further enquiries are being made and I will give the honourable 
member the information when it is received. 

(;/) This is not correct. No arrest was made. 

(6) Does not arise. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state when can we expect this enquiry to be finished? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. PAZLUL HUQ: Well, Sir, the authorities 
were addressed a few days ago and I expect the information by the end ol 
this week, 
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Khan pahadw MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he was personally present at the railway station when 
this occurrence took place? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQi I was in my compart- 
ment, but I did not see anything. 

Arrest of Muslim students at Barisal. 

•115# Mr. M. A. H. I8PAHANI: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department aware — 

(i) that 50 Muslims were arrested at Barisal on the 11th January, 
1942; 

(it) that 29 of them were confined in a ha jot; and 

(m) that the said hajat was originally meant lor four persons? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister he pleased to state the reasons tor such arrests and confinement 
in such a small place? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: {a) (i) 45 persons were 
arrested. 

(ii) This is not true. 

(m) Does not arise. 

(5) They were arrested tor committing an offence under section 295, 
Indian Penal Code, lor defiling a mosque. The allegation of confine- 
ment is, as 1 hau* said, wholly untrue. 

The boys were let off with a warning. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased *to state in what manner the defiling of the mosque took place? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: They got up on the roof 

of the mosque with shoes on, and they were obstructing persons coming 
to the mosque for saying their prayer. I say it from the report. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if this is a cognisable offence? 

The Hen’We Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: They were arrested under 

the orders of the Subdivisional Magistrate. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : Was there any complaint lodged 
or was there any person who sent information to the authorities? 
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Th« Hon’bla Mr. A. K. FA ZLUL .HUQ! The Magistrate, the Sub- 
divisional Officer and the Superintendent of Police were then*, and they 
must have acted under the orders of the Magistrate. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi SYED MUHAMMAD AFZAL: Is the Hon’ble , 
Minister aware that Maulvi Ashrnfuddin Talukdar, a private Muslim 
member, complained against those students who defiled the mosque? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is true. 

Mr. AHMED H08AIN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state where the arrested boys were detained till they were let off? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ! They were taken to the 
thana, and as soon as I came to know of this I told the District Magis- 
trate to let them off with a warning. 

Mr. AHMED H08AIN: How long were they kept thereP 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I do not know that. 

Mr. AHMED H08AIN: Were they left in the hajat? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: They were not in hajat at 
all. 

Maintenanoe allowance of Mr. 8arat Chandra Bose and his family. - 

•116. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA GANGULY: (a) Will the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to 
state whether the Government have made any enquiry of the India 
Government about Mr. Surat Chandra Bose’s family allowance and his 
maintenance allowance in Tiic hi nopoly Jail including diet, clothing, 
books, toilet, etc.? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state the amount of allowances given to 
Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose, in respect of the following items: — 

(i) diet, 

(it) clothing, 

(Hi) books and newspapers, 

(tv) toilet, and 

(v) the maintenance of his family? 
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( c ) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(%) Whether Government have made any enquiry of the India 
Government about the present state of health of Mr. Sarat 
Chandra Bose; and 

(it) whether any arrangements have been made there for the treat- 
ment of his ailments? 

( d ) If the answer to (c)(t) is in the affirmative, wdll the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the result of the enquiry? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) and (b) Mr. Bose is 
in detention under the terms prescribed in the Madras Security 
Prisoners’ Rules as regards items ( b)(i ) to (iv) but he has been given 
permission to receive up to Rs.50 monthly to supplement the diet 
allowance of annas 9 daily and to meet other requirements and special 
arrangements have been made for a cook. The Government of India 
have informed us that Mr. Bose’s family will receive an allowance of 
Rs. 1,000 and we have made arrangements for this sum to be paid to his 
wife. 

( c ) and (d) No such enquiry was made but two of my colleagues 
recently visited him and I understand that his present state of health 
gives no ground for immediate serious concern. Medical attendance is 
provided in the Trichinopoly Jail. 

Restrictions for holding meetings at Dacca. 

•117. Khan Bahadur Maulvi AULAD H08AIN KHAN: (a) Will 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to 
'‘state whether it is a fact that the District Magistrate, Dacca, has 
passed an order prohibiting holding of any meeting without permission 
from the District Magistrate ten days before? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether milad party, waez mah/il and other 
non-political and purely religious assemblies have been exempted? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that going to Dacca for the 
mufassal people for getting the permission is expensive ? 

(d) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the 
District Magistrate has delegated any such power to the Subdivisional 
Officer or to any Subdivisional Police Officer? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) and (b) Yes. 

(c) Application can be sent by post. 

(d) No, but the Subdivisional Officers are already authorised under 
Government Notification No. 1384-P. (paragraph 6), of the 4th March t 

1641. 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED AL1 : Will the Qon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state if it is a fact that even members of this Legislature are 
debarred from addressing their constituents unless they can satisfy the 
District Magistrate that nothing would be spoken against the present 
Ministry ? 

The Hon’Me Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is most maliciously 
untrue. 


Relief to zemindars of flood and cyclone affected districts. 

M18. Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: (a) U the Dou ble 

Minister in charge of the Revenue lVjmrtinent aware — 

(i) that several districts in the Province like Ilurdwan, Midnapore, 
Bankura, Hooghly and Howrah have been affected by the 
recent floods and the district of Noakhali by cyclone; 

(it) whether it is a fact that the raiyats in the affected areas are not 
paying the rent to the zemindars timely und regularly; and 

(ni) that the zemindars of the said districts are unable to pay 
Government revenue and cess, etc. P 

( b ) If the answer to (a) In) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps, if any, the Government propose 
to take in the matter? 

V 1 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. Prametha Aath Banarjae): (a) (i) The district* of 
Ilurdwan, Midnapore, Bankura, Hooghly and Howrah were only 
partially affected by floods, and the district of Noakhali was affected by 
cyclone. 

(it) and (iit) No, except in the case of the Noakhali district. 

(b) Government issued the following instructions in June Inst to 
give relief to the proprietors and tenants of private estates as also to 
the tenants of Kbasmahal estates of the districts of Noakhali, Bakar- 
ganj and Tippera in the matter of payment of land revenue and cesses 
during the period of distress: — 

(1) No estates should be put up to sale for total or partial default 
in payment of land revenue for any hut till the next 
harvest. The estates which have already been advertised for 
sale may be exempted from sale under section 18 of the 
Sole Law. 
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(2) No steps should be taken to execute the pending 1 certificate 

•in respect of road, public works and education cesses till th 
next harvest. Fresh certificates may be filed for the realisa 
tion of arrears of such cesses only when they are about to b 
time-barred, but their execution should be suspended till th 
next harvest. 

(3) If the proprietors of private ©states apply for suspension o 

remission of their land revenue and cesses, action shoul 
be freely taken under rules 171, 190 and 192 of the Benga 
Tauzi Manual, 1940. 

(4) In case of Khasmahal estates, relief should be given to th 

tenants by way of suspension of land revenue and ces.se 
till the next harvest in accordance with the rules contain© 
in Part I of Chapter XIV of the Bengal Tauzi Manual, 194C 

No such relief is, however, in contemplation of Government in th 
cases of the other districts mentioned. 


Mr, 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleasec 
to state if these instructions will be followed in Noakhali till the nex 
harvesting season? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: If there is an : 
difficulty about Noakhali, the honourable member will kindly let nn 
personally know all about it so that I can enquire into the matter. 


Relief to flood-stricken 'people. 

•119. Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MAJI: Will the Hon’ble Ministe 
in charge of th© Revenue Department be pleased to lay on the Tabh 
a statement showing — 


(a) the relief distributed this 

of— 

year among the flood-stricken peopli 

(1) Burdwan, 

(5) Midnapore, 

(2) Hooghlv, 

(6) Bankura, 

(3) Murshidabad, 

(7) Jalpaiguri, and 

(4) Noakhali, 

(8) Barisal; and 

(b) the percentage of paddy crops damaged in each of the saic 
districts P 
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Th* Hon’Me Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: A statement 
is laid on the Table. 

Statement referred to in reply to clause* (a) and (b) of ttamd question No. 119, 

Relief distributed. TereenteRe of paddy crops 

damaged. 

(7) Burdwan district. Rs. 

Gratuitous relief . . . * 3,092 Not exceeding 25 j>er cent, in 

the worst affected area. 

Agricultural loans . . . . 400 

Free grant for rebuilding of huts 14,431 

(2) Hooghly district. 

Gratuitous relief . . . . 9,000 20 per eent . in the affected 

areas. 

Free grant for rebuilding of huts 1 ,000 

(3) Murshidabad district. 

Gratuitous relief .. .. 2,450 1 K 5 per eent. of fiman paddy 

in the affected areas. 

Agricultural loans . . . . 37,092 

(4) Noakhcdi district. 

Agricultural loans . . 12,49,841 50 to 56 per cent, of aus and 

19 to 25 per cent, of low land 
broadcast paddy. 

Loans to non-agriculturists . . 8,637 

Loans to artisans and weavers . . 2,063 

Gratuitous relief . . . . 88,093 

Relief by way of paddy husking 1 ,25,000 
Test relief . . . . 22,060 

Advanced to district board for 75,000 

test relief. 

(5) Mtdnapore district. Rs. 

Agricultural loans . . . . 23,308 16 per cent, in the affected 

area. 

Gratuitous relief . . . . 4,635 

Free grant for rebuilding of huts 4,975 

, (6) Bankura district. 

Agricultural loans . . .. 2,325 Only 12 5 per cent, of aus 

paddy in a limited area. 

Gratuitous relief . . . . 1 ,200 

About 20 mds. of rabi seeds distri- 
buted free. 
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Relief distributed. 


Percentage of paddy crops 
damaged. 

(7) Jalpaiguri district . 



There was no flood. 



(8) Barisal district. 



Gratuitous relief 

. 8, 96, 805 

25 to 50 per cent, of aus paddy; 
no damage to aman paddy. 

Test works 

. 6,20,000 

Agricultural loans . . 

. 24,24,689 


Loans to non-agriculturists 

84,474 



Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if any money has been sanctioned for Noakhali for giving* 
agricultural loan? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I have not got 
any information at present with me, but if the honourable member wants 
the information I can certainly supply it. 

Relief to the weavers of Bengal. 

•120. Matllvi AZHAR ALI: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Agriculture and Industries Department aware — 

(?) that the weavers of the Province are hard hit for the — 

(1) high price of yarn required for their looms, 

(2) lesser price of cloth produced by them, and 

(3) inadequate supply of yarn ; and 

{ii) that weavers working in their own looms cannot earn even 

annas 4 per day? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what step, if any, he proposes to take in the 
matter? 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of 
Daooa): (a) (i) (1) and (3) Yes. 

(o) (i) (2) and (a) {ii) Government have no definite information. 
It is, however, a fact that the price of handloom cloth has not risen 
proportionately to the rise in the price of yarn and the income of the 
weavers has been affected thereby. 
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(b) The question of controlling the price of yarn has engaged the 
attention of this Government and that of Madras and the Government 
of India for some time past hut in the absence of price control which 
is difficult, to achieve the other suggestion to control yarn has been to 
control its distribution, i.e., to make an adequate supply of yarn avail- 
able for handloom weavers; and to that end all cotton mills in India, 
weaving and spinning, have been exempted from the operation of sec- 
tion 34 of the Factories Act relating to limit of working hours and in 
Bengal they have recently been further exempted from section 38, 
relating to spread-over of working hours. 

At the lust Price Control Conference held at Delhi it was proposed 
to appoint a Central Yarn Commissioner with the Government of India 
to be associated with an Advisory Committee composed of the present 
members of the Yarn Sub-Committee of the Textile Panel. Each 
province will have a Y’arn Commissioner and an Advisory Panel, the 
latter being composed of the representatives of mills and yarn merchants 
in the province. The distribution of yarn will be effected in two 
stages — 

(1) primary wholesale dealers who will purchase directly from the 
mills; and 

(21 other dealers who will purchase from the primary wholesale 
dealers and distribute to the consumers. 

The Provincial Government will license dealers in both these stages and 
no non-licensed person will be allowed to sell yarn. 

It is hoped that this scheme of distribution will make yam available 
for the handloom weavers in a reasonable quantity. IaxU't if experience 
shows that the system does not work satisfactorily, a system of price 
control will be considered. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to say when this Yarn Commissioner and the Advisory Panel 
for Bengal will be formed P 

The Hon’bto Navrab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Damn 

The Yam Commissioner and the Advisory Panel are to he appointed by 
the Government of India and not by the Government of Bengal. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: It is given in the answer that 
each province will have a Yarn Commissioner and an Advisory Panel. 

The Hon’ble Hawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dam: 

In the last Price Control Conference held at Delhi, it was decided that 



66 


QUESTIONS. 


[10th March, 


there should be Yarn Commissioners and Advisory Panels. I think the 
Government of India should appoint their Yarn Commissioner first and 
then the Provincial Government will follow. 

Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon hie Minister 
be pleased to state when the Central Government is going to form that 
Board ? 

The Hon’bte Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

That I could not say. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon'hle Minister con- 
sider the desirability of encouraging spinning so that weavers may get 
hand-spun yarn? 

The Hoii’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Government are also thinking of their own power looms so as to supply 
these people with yarn themselves, hut that is in the purview of the 
present Industrial Survey Committee which has not yet submitted its 
report. As soon as the report comes from the Industrial Survey Com- 
mittee, Government will take steps to see that they are provided with 
their own yarn from their own power looms. 


Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the Government of India make unusual delay whether 
the Government of Bengal will take the initiative? 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: What is your question? 


Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: The Hon’ble Minister has stated 
that it is related to the Government of India’s formation of this Panel. 
My question is whether the Hon’ble Minister will he pleased to say if 
the Government of India make unusual delay whether the Bengal 
Government will take up the matter because of the urgency in Bengal. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: This is a matter for the Government of 
India. How can the Bengal Government take the initiative? 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Weavers are going to be affected 
more in Bengal tban in other provinces of India. So, if in any case, 
the Government of India does not take up the matter seriously, will our 
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The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, Darn: 

We are in correspondence with the Government of India and we* fere 
doing our utmost so that the Government of India may come to an 
early decision. 

Sj. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to enlighten the House when the Provincial Government will 
begin licensing dealers so that weavers may get yarn? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Steps are being taken to do this as early as jMtssihlc. 

Maulvi AZHAR ALI: Will Government please take steps so that 
these licensed dealers may not sell yarn at any rate they like? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dam: 

As I have already jointed out in mv reply, that price control is coming 
very soon. 


Procession at Comilla. 

•121. Maulvi MAFIZUDDIN AHMAD: (a) Will the llon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact — 

(?) that on the 20th January. 1942, a procession was led through 
the streets of Comilla town ; and 

(it) that the processionists held a meeting in the Concilia Town 
Hall premises? 

(ft) If the answer to in) is in the affirmative, will the Ilon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether any permission for the procession 
and the meeting was taken from the District Magistrate? 

(r) If the answer to (b) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister Ik* pleased to state whether any 
arrests were made in that connection? 

(e) If not, why not? 

the Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Yes. 

(b) and (d) No. 

(c) I am not in a position to know why those responsible for the 
procession and meeting did not apply for permission. 

(e) Nothing prejudicial was done in the meeting or in the procession. 
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Mr. AHMED H08AINS With reference to answer (e) regarding 
taking out a procession without licence and holding meetings, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if these acts themselves are not 
prejudicial to law and order? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: That is an expression of opinion. That 
is no question. 

Mr. EYED ABDUL MAJID: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what was the occasion for taking out a procession on 26 th 
January last in Comilla? 

The Hon’Me Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I want notice. I find 
nothing in the papers. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is not a fact that such meetings and processions 
were held last year also in the town of Comilla for celebrating the 
“Independence Day” without licence? 

The Hon’Me Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes. 

Giving effect to the recommendations of Floud Commission. 

•122. Dr. 8ANAULLAH; (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Revenue Department be pleased to state whether the Government 
have accepted all the recommendations of the Floud Commission? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(t) which of the recommendations have been accepted; and 

(it) which of them will be given effect to within the next financial 
year? 

(c) (t) If the Government have accepted the recommendation for 
abolition of the Zemindary system of Bengal? 

(ft) If so, what amount of compensation? 

(tit) When will it be given effect to? 

The Hon’Me Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: In the midst 

of the urgent problems created by the war the present Ministry have 
not yet had time to complete their examination of the recommendations 
of the |jand Revenue Commission. 

Sir, may I add to the printed answer that yesterday I made an 
additional st&tement in this connection? ■» 
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Mr. SHAHEDALI: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state 
what are the functions that have lieen entrusted to the Hon’ble Revenue 
Minister in connection with the war? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. SHAHEDALI: The Hon’ble Minister in his answer has said, 
‘‘in the tmidst of the urgent problems created bv the war, the present 
Ministry have not yet had time to complete their examination of the 
recommendations of the Land Revenue (’ominission.” Sir, I wanted 
to know what are the functions of the Hon’ble Ro\enue Minister in that 
connection. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Shahedali, you are entitled to ask 
supplementary questions to elicit further information. You can ask 
for information about the Floud Commission and not alwut his business 
in connection with the war and such things. 


Fall in the price of raw jute. 

*123. Maiflvi AZHAR ALI: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Agriculture and Industries Department aware that recently price 
of raw jute has gone considerably lower than what was prevailing 
during the earlier part of October, 1941 ? 

(6) Is it a fact that Government contemplate to allow jute to be 
grown to the extent of two-thirds of recorded jute lands next year? 

(c) Is it a fact that representatives of the jute growers in the 
advisory committee are opposed to it? 

(d) Is it a fact that mill owners and balers have stopped buying 
raw juteP 

(e) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reason 
thereof? 

The Hon’ble Naweb Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

(a) Muf&ss&l prices of jute at the end of November, 1941, were lower 
than the corresponding prices at the beginning of October but the drop 
cannot be called considerable. 

( b } Government decided to fix the acreage of the 1942 crop at 10 
annas of that of 1940 and the necessary notification under the Jutd 
Regulation Act was issued on the 1st December. 

(c) Yes. The growers’ representatives on the Advisory Board con- 
stituted under the Jute Regulation Act were opposed to any increase 
of the acreage over that of 1941 but Government were unable to accept 
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that recommendation because it would have resulted in a shortage of 
raw materials to meet urgent and important demands for jute goods 
from abroad. 

(d) No. 

(e) Does not arise. 

Dr, 8URESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: With reference to answer 
( c ), in view of what has happened recently in the South Pacific, does 
the Government think that urgent and important demands for jute goods 
from abroad, if any, will still continue? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

“Government is earnestly considering this problem and will shortly issue 
a statement in this House in this connection. 

Maidvi AZHAR ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
if it is a fact that there is a huge stock both with the mill-owners and 
with the cultivators as well? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I have already said that u statement will be issued by Government 
shortly. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state when that statement is likely to be made? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

As soon as Government have come to a final conclusion. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he is aware of the fact that the sowing has taJready 
begun and unless a statement is made and restriction Ls made imme- 
diately, it will be ineffective? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

We are aw r are of the fact that sowing has begun and a statement will 
be made as early as possible. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the present Government is ready to accept the respon- 
sibility if the price goes down due to abnormal increase? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I cannot bind Government as to the acceptance or non-acceptance. 
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***« "UHAKIfAD 1SRAIL : With reference to answer (,.•), will 
the Hon ble Minister be pleased to state what was the source of informa- 
tion of Government that there will be a shortage of raw materials to 
meet urgent and important demands for jute goods from abroad? 


The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Oaooa: 

From the Government of India. 

Mfitllvi MUHAMMAD ISRAILs May I know whut was the ground 
and what was the source of information that there will lie a shortage of 
raw materials to meet urgent and important demands for jute goods 
from abroad, in view of the fact that the Advisory Board took every- 
thing into consideration and Government placed all the materials before 
the Advisory Board and by giving consideration to all the materials 
placed before the' Board, the Board by a majority came to a decision? 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : The Chief Minister will make a statement 
to clarify the position. 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: This jute problem naturally 
has given every one of us moments of great anxieties. Many of us have 
been of the opinion that the acreage would be shortened. In these 
circumstances it so happened that the Commerce Meml>er of the Gov- 
ernment K>f India paid a visit to Calcutta. We were* in conference 
with him and he has assured us that from information received he was 
quite satisfied that the demand for raw jute would he of a considerable 
character and the United States had given an assurance that they would 
be able to absorb raw jute even if the whole of the acreage was under 
jute. Subsequently the entry of the Japanese into the war made certain 
changes in the situation and I went to Delhi personally. The situation 
is this: The Government of India have assured us (hat so far as demand 
is concerned, there will he no shortage at all. The only possibility for 
apprehension would be whether there will be transport facilities and 
they have assured us that if for any reason the price fell beyond a 
certain limit, they will come to our rescue and help us to the utmost 
possible limit. We can on our own responsibility now shorten the 
acreage, but if having done that in spite of the advice of the Govern- 
ment of India price will fall, we will not be able to ask the Government 
of India to help us. Whereas at the present moment if w© accept the 
proposition of the Government of India and if things go wrong unfor- 
tunately, we will be able to ask the Government of India to give us all 
possible help. We are still in communication with the Government 
of India and in the shortest possible time we will be able to announce 
our decision. 
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Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: In view of the /fact that 

there has Ceen acute shortage of rice in Bengal, does not the Govern- 
ment think that it would be better to increase the cultivation of rice 
instead of increasing the cultivation of jute ? 


The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: As 

far as I am aware, there is an increased acreage under rice production. 
Further, Government is already trying its best to increase the produc- 
tion of rice as far as possible. To the knowledge^ Government there 
is not very much shortage of paddy in Bengal. 


Appointments in the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness 
Department from 1937 to 1941. 

•124. Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness Department 
be pleased to lay on the Table a statement showing, grade by grade, — 

(a) the number of clerical and other superior appointments (not 

menials) made in the departments in his charge from 1st 
April, 1937, to 30th June, 1941, from the — 

(1) Hindus, 

(2) Muslims, 

(3) Scheduled Castes, and 

(4) others; 

(b) the number of each caste drawing salary of Rs.100 per month 

and upwards ; and 

(c) the number of those referred to in (a) that are related to any 

of the Hon’ble Ministers including himself P 


MINISTER inoharge of tho CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and RURAL 
INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (tho Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 
Maulvi Hashom Ali Khan): (a) and (6) A statement is laid on the 
Table. 

(c) No relationship exists with me." I am not aware if any of them 
is related to any of the other Hon’ble Ministers. 
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Statement referred to in reply to olausee (a ) and (b) of eUmed question No. 421 


Number of appointments. 

(a) Name of post or office. r tji 








Caste 

Hindus. 

Muslims. 

Scheduled 

Castes. 

Others. 

(1) Inspectors of Co-operative Socie- 
ties. 

11 

19 

7 

2 

(2) Special Officers, Debt Conciliation 

37 

56 

18 

7 

(3) Auditors of Co-operative Societies 

15 

19 

9 

1 

(4) Assistants in the Co-operative Crodit 
and Rural Indebtedness Depart- 
ment. 

8 

12 

4 


(5) Stenographers to Deputy Directors, 
Debt Conciliation, 

2 

•• 


•• 

(6) Clerks in the offices of the Deputy 
Directors, Debt Conciliation. 

•• 

3 

•* 


(7) Clerks in the office of the Registrar 
of Co-operative Societies. 

1 

3 

l 

•• 

(8) Typists in the Co-operative Credit 
and Rural Indebtedness Depart- 
ment. 

1 


•• 

•• 

(9) Muharrir 


1 



(10) Typists in the office of the Registrar 
of Co-operative Societies, Bengal. 


2 

1 

•• 

(11) Clerks in the offices of the Assistant 
Registrars of Co-operative Socie- 
ties. 

3 

4 

2 


(12) Typists in the offices of the Assist- 
ant Registrars, Co-operative 

Societies. 

6 

6 

2 


(13) Special Officer, Co-operative Credit 
and Rural Indebtedness Depart- 
ment. 


1 




— • 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

84 

126 

44 

10 


— 

— 

— 

— 

(6) Caste Hindus 

, , 

. . 

48 


Muslims 



76 


Scheduled Castes 



26 


Others 


Total 

9 

. 168 
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Court of Wards Estates in Bengal. 

•125. Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state — 

(i) the present number of Court of Wards Managers' Office in the 

Province ; 

(ii) the present number of Managers employed — 

(1) Hindus, and 

(2) Muslims; and 

(iii) the present number of Court of Wards Executive and Clerical 
employees drawing salary of Rs.200 and over — 

(1) Hindus — 

(i) Executive, and 
(«) Clerical, and 

(2) Muslims — 

(t) Executive, and 
(ii) Clerical? 

(6) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that there exists a feeling 
amongst the Muslims for the inadequate number of Muslim employees 
under Court of Wards? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of employ- 
ing more Muslims as executive in the Court of Wards? 


The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: (a) (i) 63. 


(ii) Hindus ... ... ... 66 

Muslims ... ... ... 7 

(iii) Hindus — 

Executive ... ... ... 30 

Clerical ... ... 2 

Muslims — 

Executive ... ... 5 

Clerioal ... ... ... Nil 
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(b) Government have received no information on this point. 

( c ) In the past the people available for executive and clerical 
appointments in zemimlary work had been mostly Hindus, and when the 
Court of Wards had taken over nn\ estate it had also had to take over 
the existing staff in fairness to them. However in making new 
appointments, the Court of Wards now gives due consideration to the 
principles of communal ratio rules adopted by Government though the 
communal ratio orders do not apply to Court of Wards appointments. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: With reference to answer («) (it), 
does the Government consider the desirability of compensating the 
discrepancies that are found at the first opportunity!"' 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: The matter is 
just engaging the attention of the Government. I cannot make any 
statement on the point now. 

Sj. NARENDRA NATH DAB GUPTA: Will the IWble Minister 
he pleased to enlighten the House about the percentage of estates both 
Hindu nnd Muhammadan mining under Court of Wards? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I have no 
information on the point at piesent, but if the honourable inemlter so 
desires, the information could be made available to him. 

Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID: Will the Hon’ble Minister l>c pleased 
to .state if he can tell us the proportion of the Muslim tenants to the 
Hindu tenants in those zeniimlaries ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: 1 am afraid 
that will require a statistical collection which will Ik* wholly incom- 
mensurate with the question arising out of party consideration. 

i 

Msaulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: In view of answer (n)(fi) does the 
Hon'ble Minister consider the desirability of reserving the appointments 
in the Court of Wards for Muslims alone? 

The HonHMe Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: As haft already 
been stated, in the case of new appointments, the Court of Wards will 
give dile consideration to the proportion of communal ratio rules. 
Beyond that at this stage I am unable to add anything. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAfTI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what Government have done for Christians and others P 
6 
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The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: No represen* 

tation has yet been received, but if any representation is received, then 
the Christians and others will have to come under the residue clause of 
the communal ratio rules. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Reduction of rent of the Kazi Wards Estate and Mahendra Roy Estate 

in Tippera. 

61. Maulvi MAFIZUDDIN AHMAD: (a) Will the Hjon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state 
whether the Government have received any representation for reduction 
of rents of the Kazi Wards Estate and Mahendra Roy Estate in the 
district of Tippera? 

(b) If the answer to («) is in the affirmative, will the Honble 
Minister be pleased to state what action, if any, has been taken in the 
matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: (a) Yes. 

(b) The matter was examined by the Board of Revenue and the 
Board of Revenue was of the opinion that nr action was called for. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DUTTA: Will the Hon ble Minister 
please tell us what is the rate of rent per high a prevailing in those 

Estates ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: 1 am afraid 

this statistics is not available to me to-day. My honourable friend 
knows probably more than anybody else. 


Mr. SHAHEDALI. Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state 
if the rents in Kazi Wards Estate and Mahendra Roy Estate are the 
highest in the Division? 


The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I am afraid I 
have not that information to-day but as I have said the matter was 
examined by the Board of Revenue and the Board of Revenue was ol 
the opinion that no action was called for. 
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Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DUTTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
please tell us what rate of rent will be considered as rackrenting by the 
Government in order to justify the Government to act under section 112 
of the Bengal Tenancy Act ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: The Revenue 

Minister, as my honourable friend knows, is a member of the Executive. 
*Section 112 is more or less a judicial procedure. What rate of rent is 
called rackrenting is a question which ought to be judicially 
considered. 


Mr. 8HAHEDALI : Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether the decision of the Revenue Board is final and whether the 
Hon’ble Minister will take the trouble of examining the rute of rent 
himself ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: So far as the 

constitutional powers of the Board are concerned, they ure well-known 
to my honourable friend, but so far as the question of making further 
enquiry is concerned, I will certainly make further enquiry if he so 
desires. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DUTTA: If the rate of rent is mote than 
Rs. d, does the Hon’ble Minister consider the desirability of holding a 
further enquiry into the mutter with a view to give relief to the 
tenants? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: As I indicated 
yesterday iu my speech, wherever there is a question of hardship caused 
by high rent, Government will make enquiry and will try to reduce ihe 
high rent as far as possible and my general observation covers the 
particular question put this morning by my honourable friend Mr. 
Dutta. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the Board of Revenue is absolutely autonomous 
or whether it is part of the Government to which it is responsible? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: The Board of 
Revenue is autonomous for certain purposes. Since we have Provincial 
Autonomy the autonomy of the Board of Revenue must be within the 
orbit of that Provincial Autonomy. 
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Interviews with security prisoners detained in Hijli 8peoiai Jail. 

02. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA CANGULI: (a) Has the attention 
of the Hon’ hie Minister in charge of the Home Department been drawn 
to the grievances of security prisoners — 

(1) Sreejut Jnanendra Chandra Mazumdar, 

(2) Sreejut Amulya Mukherji, 

(3) Sreejut Harikumar Roy Choudhury, and 

(4) Sreejut Harendra Chandra Roy 

now lodged in Hijli Special Jail regarding interviews with their 
relations ? 

(ft) Is it a fact — 

(i) that Sreejut Jnanendra Chandra Mazumdar, m.l.a., is not 
allowed interview with his sou; 

(it) that Sreejut Amulya Mukherji is not allowed interview with 
his younger sister; 

(Hi) that Sreejut Harikumar Roy Choudhury is not allowed inter- 
view with his wife and his sister-in-law; and 

(ir) that Sreejut Harendra Clmndra Roy is not allowed interview 
with his eldest brother? 

(c) If the answer to (h) is in the affiAnative, will the Hon’ hie 
Minister he pleased to state the reason therefor? 

(d) Will the llon’ble Minister he pleased to state whether the 
Government are considering the desirability of removing their grievances 
about interview? 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) No representation 
regarding interviews has been made to Government hv these prisoners 
except by Bahu Jnanendra Chandra Mazumdar. 

(ft) (i) No, it is not a fact. 

(it) She was refused permission to interview him in May last. 

* (hi) An interview with his wife and his sister-in-law was refused, 
but with the mother was allowed. 

(tv) An application for interview was refused in March last. 

(c) I am not prepared to disclose the reasons in detail. 

(d) No. . 
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Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: With reference to answer (r), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to give us the reasons in short ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am merely following the 
precedents. 

Post of Chief inspector of Smoke Nuisances. 

$3. Mr. K. NOORUDDIN: {a) Will the Hon’hle Minister in charge 
of the Public Health and Loral Self-Government Department be pleased 
to state — 

( i ) the qualifications of the Chief Inspector of Smoke Nuisances and 
Inspector of Smoke Nuisances; 

(t'l) the method of recruitment to these posts; and 

(m) whether the rules of leeruitment are strictly adhered toP 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of reserv- 
ing the post of the Chief Inspector of Smoke Nuisances for the Muslim 
community? 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble Mr. Santoah Kumar 
Basu): (o) (i) and (i.i) A statement is laid on the Library Table. 

( iit ) The rules were adhered to in the past. But as persons possess- 
ing the main qualification* for the po>t of Chief Inspector as laid down 
in the Recruitment Rules are available in England only and the qualifi- 
cations for the post of Inspectors are not very clear and definite, 
Government are considering the question of revising these rules on the 
lines of the rules for recruitment to the posts of Chief Inspector and 
Inspectors of Boilers Service which is an allied service. In view of 
this and in view of the very strong opinion of the Smoke Nuisances 
Commission which body controls and supervises the working of the 
Smoke Nuisances Department that Inspectors serving in the department 
and possessing local experience should be given preference over out- 
siders so far as the post of the Chief Inspector is concerned and further 
that the post of Chief Inspector should reasonably be filled up by promo- 
tion of Inspectors, I projKwe to promote the Senior Inspector to the 
temporary vacancy in the post of Chief Inspector with the approval of 
the Public Service Commission. 

(b) As the Senior Inspector who is proposed for promotion to the 
temporary post of Chief Inspector is a non-Muslim, it has been decided 
on the advice of the Communal Ratio Officer that the consequent vacancy 
in the post of Inspector should be filled by a Muslim and the Public 
Service Commission is being accordingly addressed to select a Mualim 
candidate for the post of Inspector. 
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Appointment of Superintendent, Bengal Vaccine Institute. 

64. Mr. M. A. H. I8PAHANI : Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department 
be pleased to state — 

(a) whether the 'post of the Superintendent of the Bengal Vaccine 

Institute was reserved for any community; 

(b) if so, the name of the community; 

(c) whether the post was advertised ; 

(d) whether the Public Service Commission was consulted ; 

(e) whether Government contemplate filling up the vacancy; and 

(/) if so, from which community? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: (a), (r) and (<1) Yes 

(h) Muslim. 

(e) and (/) The Public Service Commission, Bengal, while recom- 
mending two Muslim candidates has expressed the opinion that the 
standard of excellence of the candidates is low and neither from the 
academic nor from the practical point of view can they be described as 
good candidates.. The question of appointment of an efficient technical 
expert to this important post should, therefore, be further thrashed 
out. I am, therefore, of opinion that the method of recruitment to this 
key position so far adopted requires reconsideration. Accordingly I 
propose to take up the case for a decision whether — 

(1) the post should not be open to all candidates irrespective of 

community; 

(2) officers in the permanent service who are duly qualified for the 

post should not be allowed to apply; and 

(3) a further chance should not be be given to suitable Muslim 

graduates with the requisite qualifications to apply for the 

post in order to attract better candidates from them. 

I will take action iccording to the decision arrived at. 

Massage from the Bengal Legislative Council. 

The Secretary read the following message received from the Bengal 
Legislative Council: — 

“That the concurrence of the Bengal Legislative Assembly be asked 
to the Bengal Criminal Law (Industrial Areas > Amendment Bill. 1942, 
as passed by the Bengal Legislative Council at its meeting held on the 
26th February, 1942. 
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Point of order. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. May I 
know what you propose to do in regard to the administration of the 
Assembly Department and the meetings of the Assembly during the 
absence either within the country or outside, of the Hon'ble Speaker 
about which announcement was made yesterday. 1 submit, Sir, that 
section Go of the Government of India Act 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: What is your point of order Y 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: In section Go of the Government of 
India Act it is stated that the Speaker and the Deputy Speaker are both 
to be elected officials of the Legislative Assembly and it is said there 
that during the absence of the Speaker, the Deputy Speaker will act us 
the Speaker. I submit that according to that provision of the law, 
the Deputy Speaker is to function us the full-fledged Speaker during 
the absence of the Speaker, and it is my apprehension that an attempt 
may be made to see that the Deputy Speaker is only allowed to preside 
over the meetings of the Assembly, the administration of the office 
being left in sombody ehe’s hand. I submit that it will be aguinst the 
principle 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Dr. Sa rival, will you please sit down? 
You have taken me by surprise. The question does not arise at all at 
present. The Hon’ble Speaker jh still functioning and I am occupying 
the chair on his behalf. How can I answer off-hand your question Y I 
am not conversant with all the rules and procedure of the House yet. 
If you want a ruling from me 1 shall certainly give it luter. First of all 
I have to consult the Hon’ble the Home Minister, ami, if necessary, 

1 shall also consult the Advocate-General. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I do not want you to answer my 
question off-hand. I want you to apply your mind to the question even 
if you are to give your decision later. I also want the position to be 
cleared up before the Hon’ble Speaker is permitted to go out of the 
House or out of the country. I want to make the position clear that 
the House cannot permit its office to be administered by somebody who 
is not a member of the House. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is a matter for the House. You 
are at perfect liberty to do anything you like. The question of Speaker 
and Deputy Speaker is absolutely a matter for the House. The question 
will certainly arise, but it is not possible for me to give iny ruling 
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to-day. As I have said I have to consult the Hon’ble Home Minister 
•and also have to take the legal opinion before I come to any decision on 
this matter. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: In that connection, I would also 
submit, Sir, that if you want to consult the Home Department, you may 
also examine the question as to what would be the allowance which 
would be drawn by the Deputy Speaker during the absence of the 
Speaker and whether he would be given any extra remuneration. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Yes. 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

7— Land Revenue. 

[The debate on the rut motion of Mr. Ahmed Ali Mridha under the 
head “7 — Land Revenue" was then resumed.] 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I rise to 
support the motion moved by my friend Mr. Ahmed Ali Mridha. My 
object is to draw the attention of the Government to the great hardships 
that nre being caused to the tenants by the zamindars in Noakhali and 
some other districts by t lie application of the Garnishee Rules under the 
certificate procedure for the realisation of education cess and road cess 
together with the arrear rents, etc. The application of the certificate 
procedure for the recovery of the public demands in the province had 
been operating very harshly upon the tenants and evoked universal 
protests against the continuance of the same. There was complaint of 
bribery and corruption against the machinery through which the 
demands were realised before. The tenants were much harassed in the 
various stages of the certificate proceedings so much so that the 
certificate debtor had to pay not less than double the amount for which 
the certificate was filed. In response to the demand of the party in 
power, the then Government suspended the application of the certificate 
procedure for realisation of revenue due to Government and Court of 
Wards and at the same time ordered rent suits to be filed in Civil Courts 
for recovery of their dues. This was going on quite satisfactorily. 

Similar provision for realisation of rents by zamindars from the 
tenants under summary procedure existed in sections 158 A fo 158AAA 
of the Bengal Tenancy Act. Many zamindars and even talukdars 
enjoyed this special privilege of realising rents from tenants under the 
certificate procedure before the Bengal Tenancy Amendment Act of 
1938. Consistent with their policy, the Government of the day while 
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undertaking legislation for amendment of the Bengal Tenancy Act 
repealed the whole Chapter containing sections 158A to 158AAA by the 
Act VI of 1938 by which a special privilege had been given to the 
landlords to recover rents under the certificate procedure. It must be 
admitted that the measures taken by the then Government in suspend- 
ing the operation of the certificate procedure for realisation of the dues 
of the Government Estates and Courts of Wards as well as in abolish- 
ing the special privilege given in the Bengal Tenancy Act to the 
private landlords, proved extremely salutary and beneficial to the people 
at large. But although this special privilege which had been given to 
the private landlords by the Bengal Tenancy Act was thus taken away 
by repealing sections Id 8 A to IdSAAA of the Act, still some of the 
zamindars are now indirectly enjoying the same kind of privilege to the 
greatest detriment of the tenants’ interest and I will presently show how 
this is being done under the provisions of the Public Demands Reeovery 
Act. Rules ISA to 1 Nil of the Public Demands Reeovery Act ordinarily 
known as the Garnishee Rules lay down certain provisions for realising 
rents from the sub-tenants of a certificate debtor. It has now become 
almost a common practice in the district of Noakhali and elsewhere that 
the zamindars by making default in payment of road cess and education 
cess, etc , get Court certificates to be filed by the Collector against them 
so as to enable them to take advantage of the Garnishee Rules. When 
the zamindars make default m payment of. the road cess and education 
cess and the Collector files certificates against them for the recovery of 
the same the zamindars submit a list of the arrear rents, cess and 
education cess due to them by their respective tenants. The Collector 
then orders for the issue of certificate against each of the tenants, for 
the realisation of the arrear rents, cess and education cess. Thus 
indirectly the zamindars enjoy the benefit of the very same summary 
procedure under the Public Demands Recovery Act, which was abolished 
by the Bengal Tenancy Amendment Act VI of 1938. At Noakhali 
many zamindars such a.s the Law Zamindars, the Tewari and Trivedy 
Zamindars, the Karnuni Zamindar and many other zamindars have 
taken recourse to this indirect method for the realisation of the arrear 
rents from their tenants causing much hardship and inconvenience to 
the tenants specially at a time when a great distress if* prevailing 
throughout the district owing to the recent cyclone and the serious 
economic crisis. The Garnishee Rules are not meant to be applied in 
such cases. The object of these rules is not to assist the defaulting 
zamindars to realise the arrear rents from the tenants in this way but 
to provide special facilities to them in extreme cases when they, by 
honest endeavour, fail to realise the cess, etc., from their tenants and 
make default in payment of the cess, etc., due to the Government. 
For the recovery of the cess, etc., due to the State the Collector should 
take resort to section 99 of the Cess Act but not to the Garnishee 
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Rule# whlfch are very sparingly applied. As a matter of fact application 
of these rules was quite unknown in Noakhali until recently. It has 
now become almost a common practice and as a result several thousands 
of certificates of this nature are now pending in the Certificate Court of 
Noakhali. 

The Garnishee Rules are most detrimental to the tenants’ interest 
in more than one respect. It is considered to be reactionary in character 
as it is opposed to the most salutary provisions of section 168A of the 
Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Act of 1940 also. This section lays down 
that nothing but the land in arrears can be attached and sold in execu- 
tion of a decree or certificate for rent. Under the ordinary law, there- 
fore, all the properties of a tenant, both moveable and immoveable, are 
now immune from attachment in execution of a rent decree of certi- 
ficate except the holding or tenure to which the decree or certificate 
relates. But under the Garnishee Rules all the properties of the tenant 
are liable to attachment and sale; and even hi* moveables are not 
immune, (an there be a worse incongruity than this in law? The 
reliefs which the Government contemplated to give to the tenants by 
the amendment of the Bengal Tenancy Act as well as by suspending the 
operation of the certificate procedure have practically been taken away 
by enforcing the Garnishee Rules in the manner I have already mention- 
ed and the effects of the salutary provisions made in the amendment of 
the Bengal Tenancy Act art* thus being nullified by the frequent and 
indiscreet application of the Garnishee Rules to the greatest detriment 
and hardships of the tenants in many districts, especially in Noakhali. 
The repealing of section lf>8A from, and enactment of section 1 <*8A in, 
the Bengal Tenancy Act are very popular measures and appreciated 
everywhere inasmuch as they seek to redress the long-standing 
grievances of the tenants in general. But when they have just begun 
to enjoy the benefits under those popular measures, the authorities 
have thought it fit to deprive them of those benefits in an indirect 
method. This practice must be deprecated as it is calculated to do the 
greatest harm to the tenantry of Bengal. With these words, Sir, I 
support the motion and demand an immediate annulment of the pernici- 
ous system of realisation of rent, cess, etc., from the tenants under the 
Garnishee Rules. 


Dr. NALIMAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I now 
move that the question be now put. 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: But I must first allow the Hon’ble 
Minister to moke a reply. 
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Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir. we respectfully request you to 
permit ail the remaining motions to be moved at this stage so as to 
enable the Hon’ble Minister to make a comprehensive reply dealing 
with all the subjects that would be raised. • 


Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Yes, Dr. Sanyal, after the present 
motion is disposed of. I will allow all the motions to be moved one 
after another and replied to by the Hon’ble Minister in one speech. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir, in this 
matter I am entirely in the hands of my honourable friends opposite. 
I would like to answer this particular cut motion first, and then you 
can follow the procedure you have suggested. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir. 1 have followed with deep interest the 
speech made by my honourable friend Mr. Abdul Majid. The posi- 
tion with reference to the garnishee system of realisation appears to 
be that so far as the rents are concerned, they must realise that this 
is covered by the amended Bengal Tenancy Act, and so far as the 
question of realisation pursuant to the application of the certificate 
procedure is concerned that stands suspended, the garnishee procedure 
applies only to the recovery of cesses in khasmahal, in t he f’ourt of 
Wards estates and in other estates as well. The matter is covered, 
as my honourable friend has put it so dearly. by the Public Demands 
Recovery Act and Pules trained thereunder, that is to say, Pule IMA 
to Pule 1)SI ol the certificate matter. At present 1 am perhaps right 
in stating that the procedure is confined to realisation of arrears of 
cess. Now, these cesses constitute the background of the revenues 
of district hoards and local hoards. Therefore, the question of 
realisation becomes a question of importance. When my honourable 
friend referred to some specific points, he first of all referred to the 
point relating to bribery, corruption and hardship. Well, those are 
primeval factors, especially in our unfortunate country, and some 
procedure will have to lie devised by the joint wisdom of all my friends 
on both sides of the House whereby these factors, if not eliminated, 
may at any rate he effectively controlled; and I shall certainly he very 
pleased if my honourable friend suggests to me a suitable procedure 
whereby the desired end on which there can he no two opinions can 
be achieved. My honourable friend also referred to the case of 
Noakhali. Well, probably there the hardships have become greater. 
If that is so, I shall institute a special enquiry on this jM»int. 

So far as the garnishee procedure is concerned, I have been told 
that sometimes when the landlords who are direct debtors are unable 
to pay because they have debts due and owing to them by their suh- 
tenure-holders, they direct procedure against them — that probably 
gives them some relief, but if there are specific instances of hardship, 
the Revenue Department will certainly consider them. 
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With* regard to the general question of the abolition of this 
procedure, it is bound up with the question of consideration of the 
recommendations at any rate of the Fioud Commission, and we shall 
have to take ujf the whole question of the abolition of the procedure 
known as the certificate procedure. My honourable friend knows 
very well that according to Mr, Stuart’s report to which reference 
was made yesterday, Mr. Stuart is not in favour of abolishing the 
certificate procedure. But the certificate procedure has been suspend- 
ed during the last four \ ears and we will not revive the certificate 
procedure unless there are abnormal circumstances or unless the 
recommendations of the Fioud Commission are made acceptable to the 
House either as a whole or in part or unless there are special circum- 
stances recommending revision of the present procedure. I hope my 
honourable friend will be good enough to withdraw this cut motion 
because the Government is bound to consider the cases of hardship 
with reference to the procedure followed. 


Point of privilege. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: On a question of privilege, Sir. 
There were some benches on the western verandah for our friends to 
sit on when they come to see us here. I find that those benches have 
been removed. It lias put our friends who come to visit us here as 
well as ourselves to a great deal of inconvenience. Ma\ I know if 
it has been done in connection with the A.R.1L work? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: If \ou have got anything to say in this 
matter, I would request you, Mr. Banerjee, to see me in my chamber. 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

7— Land Revenue. 

The motion of Maulvi Ahmed Ali Mridha that the demand for 
grant under “7 — Land Revenue” be reduced h\ Rs. 100, was then 
put and lost. 

Programme of Business relating to Demands for Grant. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Now. as regards the programme to be 
fixed for discussion of other demands for grants, 1 would like to have 
the opinion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanval and Sir Nazimuddin. For 
myself what I intend to do is to continue the Demand for Land 
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Revenue up to 10 o'clock this morning and then to devote 1} hours 
for Excise, which I expect to finish to-day. To-morrow I will take 
up Forest, Registration and Stamp. On the 12th and 13th I will take 
up General Administration. 1 have received Sir Nazimuddin’s 
programme also. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: 1 am just consulting Sir Naziui- 
uddin about it. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: All right. 

7— Land Revenue. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, 1 beg to move that the 
demand ot Rs. 3(1,22.000 under the head “7 -“Lund Revenue” be 
reduced by Rs. 100. 

Mr. Depots Speaker, Land Kmjuin Committee deals with non- 
agricultural tenancy. You are aware, Sir, that there was a persistent 
demand that the non-agricult oral tenants living in mofussul towns 
.should not be allowed to be ejected as tlie\ are being done now. In 
view of this the Bengal Non-Agricultural Tenancy (Temporary Provi- 
sions) Act, 1040, was passed and received the assent oi the (governor 
on t lie 13th May, 1040. This was a temporal) measure and the life 
of this Act was onl\ tor two yeuis. It was going to expire. and it was 
thought necessary that the Non-Agricult ural Tenancy Act should be 
passed and as u matter of fact for this purpose the Land Enquiry Com- 
mittee was constituted. A Bill like that was introduced in the last 
session but we are told m this session that tin* Bill will not lie tuken 
up this session and a Bill will be taken up as soon us possible. We do 
not know when it will come up but in the meantime it is said that 
the lite of the Non-Agricultural Tenancy (Temporary Provisions; Act 
will be extended. I may, however, tell the Hon’ble Minister through 
\ou, Sir, that the extension of the life of t he Non-Agriculturul Tenancy 
(Temporary Provisions) Act will not be effective in giving relief to 
persons affected. I do not know whether the Hon’ble Minister is 
aware of the fact that it lias been held b\ the Hon’ble High Court in 
rulings reported in 4*> C.W .N. at page (i(M as well as in 4o (. .\\ .N, 
at page 9G7 that sections 3 and 0 of the Non-Agricultural Tenancy 
(Temporary Provisions) Act do not apply to appeal. Unfortunately, 
in these sections the words “suit or proceeding” occur. We are of 
course aware of the fact that in previous cases it has been held by the 
Hon'ble High Court that “suit” includes an “appeal”, but unfortu- 
nately Mr. Justice Biswas in these two rulings referred to by me held 
that so far as the Non-Agricultural Tenancy (Temporary Provisions) 
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Act is concerned “a suit” does not include “an appeal”. The result 
has been* as the Hon’ble Minister is probably aware, that many appeals 
have not been stayed and suits are not necessarily stayed. So by the 
extension of the Non- Agricultural Tenancy (Temporary Provisions) 
Act also many jmits will not be stayed and decrees will be passed. 
Sir, I do not know why this Land Enquiry Committee was instituted 
and why the Government is not contemplating to introduce this Bill 
in this session. I beg to draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister 
to these rulings so that the Temporary Provisions Act might be 
amended in order to include appeal within the purview of sections 3 
and fi of the Act. That is all I have got to say with regard to Land 
Enquiry Committee. 

Then, Sir, I shall refer to the Rent Enquiry Committee. This 
Committee was constituted in the year 1938. To-day in the year 
194*2 we are told that this Committee has not submitted its report. 
It is really scandalous, to say the least of it. The object of the Rent 
Enquiry Committee is to reduce rent in those areas where rack-renting 
prevails. To-day there is a demand from the tenants of Kazi estates 
and the tenants of Mahendra Roy estates in the district of Tippera. I 
can tell the Hon’ble Minister that in those areas rack-renting prevails. 
After enquiry the Board of Revenue said that no amendment need be 
made of section 1 12 of the Bengal Tenancy Act. When we say 
rent must be reduced we are referred to section 112 of the 
Bengal fenaney Act. We know what the Government will do. The 
Government will invest the revenue authority with powers. What 
we want is not investment of any powers to the revenue authorities; 
the judiciary must be invested with powers in order to give relief to 
the tenants who do suffer from rack-renting. 

Then, Sir, we are also referred to section 38 of the Bengal Tenancy 
Act. We know what section 38 is and the Hon’ble Minister is 
certainly aw T are of the provisions of that section. In section 38 of 
the Bengal Tenancy Act, under certain provisions relief can be given 
to the tenants in a suit instituted by the tenants; but the provisions 
do not lay down that where rack-renting prevails relief can be given. 
So section 38 is absolutely ineffective. Therefore, sections 38 and 112 
will not give any relief. What is immediately necessary is that the 
Bengal Tenancy Act shall have to be amended in order to give relief 
to the tenants who suffer from rack-renting. When we raise the 
question of any amendment to the Bengal Tenancy Act it is said by 
Government that in order to make a comprehensive amendment they 
are taking up the whole matter. But I am quite sure that the whole 
matter will not be taken up. What is immediately necessary is the 
reduction of reut where rack-renting prevails and I pray that the 
Hon’ble Minister will be pleased to introduce immediately a certain 
section in the Bengal Tenancy Act investing judiciary with power U\ 
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give relief not in.* suit but on an application made by those tenants 
who suffer from rack-renting. The Hon’ble Minister will 1* pleased 
to state in that section what is meant by rack-renting, what is the 
rate of rent per bigha which will be considered as rack-rent. In my 
opinion, Sir, where the rate of rent is more than one rupee per higha 
it should be considered as rack-rent. 

With these words, Sir, I move my motion and pray that the sug- 
gestions made by me will receive the immediate consideration of the 
Government. 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, 
I rise to support the cut motion moved by Mr. Dhirendrn Nath Datta. 
There has been a long-standing grievance of the non-agricult ural 
tenants against ejectment and the previous Government justly 
conscious of the fact appointed a committee of enquiry. Pending 
report of the enquiry and enacting a permanent legislation the govern- 
ment of the time enacted a temporary law stopping ail ejectments ami 
ejectment proceedings. The report of the enquiry committee has been 
published by the middle of 1941 and the then Government to protect 
the sufferers hurriedly drafted a Bill and put it in the agenda of the 
November session to pass it into law. In the mean time with the 
advent of the progressive Ministers the Bill has disappeared. Nobody 
knows when that much-expected law will be enacted to save^housand® 
of the tenants of that class from t lie tyranny of the oppressive land- 
lords. The new Government which exists on the support of all vested 
interests and landlord as well as zemindar members could not find its 
way to introduce a Bill giving effect to the recommendations of the 
committee appointed by the previous Government. 

Nobody in this House as well as outside excepting a few zemindars 
and landlords does deny that the law now governing non-agricultural 
tenants is not only oppressive but also iniquitous. It is also a fact 
that originally there was no distinction in the relationship between 
agricultural and non-agricultural tenancies with the landlord, but, Sir, 
in the past all the vested interests combined together and by manipula- 
tion the non-agricultural tenancies were made a separate class of land- 
ownership which had been monopolised by' the landlords at the cost 
of the tenants’ security.* The committee of enquiry referred to lias 
justly observed that the origin of the present day proprietorship in 
land in this province was some solemn error and that this has been 
.allowed to prevail too long. The previous Government tried to do 
away with the same but, Sir, to the misfortune of the people of Bengal 
those who had all along been opposed to such a change now control 
the destiny of the province. It reminds me of one cut motion from the 
Opposition just this time last year. There was a demand from those 
who now adorn the Government benches to enact a permanent law 
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stopping eviction of non-agricultural tenants. May | ask these friends, 
where ar$ they now? Why do they not ask their Ministers to explain 
why the Bill introduced by the previous Government has been dropped? 
Is it because they have not yet been able to assimilate their new posi- 
tion or theirs was simply an eye-wash to capture imagination only? 
Do they realise how many ejectment suits and proceedings were stayed 
in 1940 and what will he the fate of those unfortunate tenants after 
May this year? Do they know now that thousands of ejectment 
notices have been served upon the tenants and with what zeal and 
enthusiasm the landlords are looking forward to the day when the term 
of the temporary legislation will expire? It is only natural that 
misgiving will arise and there are reasons to believe that people are 
rightly thinking that there has been an unholy combination of the 
AO-called champions of the Krishak-Projas and the landlords. Other- 
wise how can it be that the Maharaja of Mymensingh together with 
other representatives of the landholders and all the Nawabs and Princes 
are supporters of the same Ministry? Their very inactiveness justifies 
the misgivings. Government must definitely give a clear under- 
standing what they are going to do with the non-agricultural tenancies 
just after the expiry of the term of the temporary legislation. Their 
conduct in dropping the Bill deserves condemnation and as such with 
these few words I wholeheartedly support the motion moved by Mr. I)utta 
and move the motion that stands in my name that the demand of 
11s. under the head “7 — Land Revenue" be reduced by 

11s. 100. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN (Mymensingh): Mr. Deputy Speaker, 
Sir, I beg to move that the demand of Rs. 00,^2,000 for expenditure 
under the head “7 — Land Revenue" be reduced by Rs. 100. 

Sir, in supporting my motion I shall try to impress upon the House 
that it is a problem of problems of this House to reduce the rent of 
raiyats of Bengal. 1 am confident, in this House overwhelming 
majority desire sincerely that the rent of raiyats and under-raiyats 
should at once lie reduced to a great extent. Ninety per cent, of the 
population of Bengal outside this House are seriously interested in the 
reduction of rent. As a matter of fact every party, small or big, has 
by this time got opportunity to deal with the matter by changing their 
benches. In spite of all these facilities if we fail in our duties, it will 
be a matter of great regret and shame to all concerned. Only explain- 
ing that we were in favour of reducing rent will not help us in any;, 
way. I appeal to all of my honourable friends here, irrespective of 
any party, who are interested in reduction of rent that it is now high * 
time for us to exert our influence and right to respond to the legitimate 
demands of the down-trodden mas9 whom we have the honour to 
represent. Shifting burden from one shoulder to another at the time 
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of political speech will not satisfy t lie hungry mass. We must also 
remember that by temporary friendship out of selfish motive with the 
persons of adverse interest we shall have in the Ion# run nothin# but 
disappointment and repentance for failure in our legitimate duties. 
Let us once more stand firm and united; nobody will be able to stand 
in our way. 

Now let us see what we have done up till now regarding this 
important question. As a matter of fact, the Hon'ble Minister, now 
in charge of this department, has come in power very recently. Fairly 
speaking he can explain his position that he has got very little time 
to tackle an important matter like thi.s. As for the ex-Minister 1 must 
say that with a view to satisfy the wishes of the then Coalition Party, 
he appointed a committee of which 1 had the honour to be a member 

(Mr. Abdul Waiiab Khan: You are still a member). No, the 

committee has been dissolved for reasons best known to the authority 
concerned. I had to enquire into the incidence of rent of Bengal. 
But unfortunately as soon as we finished our enquiries the then 
Ministry and the party supporting the Ministry were thrown out of 
power. Now 1 do not know what will be the fate of this important 
question. I appeal to my honourable friends supporting the present 
Ministry to take up this important question in right earnest. Almost 
all the members of thut Rent Enquiry Committee are still with the 
Ministerial party. As regards the importance of the question of rent 
reduction I must say that it is a legitimate claim of the raiyats of 
Bengal to give immediate effec t to the question as early as possible, 
because the zemindars can by no means claim rents higher than the 
pargana rate existing in the year 1793. On a perusal of the documents 
connected with the Permanent Settlement of 1793 and the various 
regulations enacted at or near about the time of Permanent Settlement, 
it will be abundantly clear that one of the objects of the framers of 
Permanent Settlement w'as to make the rents of the raiyats as perma- 
nent as revenue of the zemindars. The Court of Directors in their 
despacth of September 1792 sanctioning permanent settlement had 
definitely expressed in the following terms: “It is an object of the 
perpetual settlement. It should secure to the great body of raiyats, 
the same equity and certainty as to the amount of their rent and the 
same undisturbed enjoyment of their fruits of their industry we mean 
to give to the zemindars themselves.” But as there was no clear indi- 
cation of this object in Regulation I of 1793, the very next year the 
thien Legislature enacted Regulation IV of 1794 by which it was made 
definitely clear that no proprietor or farmer of land or any other person 
shall require tenants whose patta* may expire or become cancelled 
under Regulation VIII of 1793, to take out new pattas at 
higher rates than established rates of the Parganas for lands 
of the same quality and description but the raiyats shall be 
7 
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entitled to have the potto* renewed at the established rates. 
Regulation IV thus made it clear that no rent could be fixed 
by any landlord at a rate higher than the established Pargana rate, 
which was as sacrosanct as the revenue. For various reasons, however, 
in spite of the provisions of Regulation IV of 1794, the zemindars 
actually enhanced the rents of raiyats enormously. As a matter of 
fact they were subsequently in 1885 given legal power of enhancing 
rent in spite of the opposition by the prominent members of the Rent 
Law Commissioners Mr. Mackenzie and Mr. O’Kennely, flouting the 
principle and policy of the framers of Permanent Settlement of 1793 
and trampling down the legitimate rights of the deaf and dumb raiyats 
who had not the tongue to raise a voice of protest against unfair and 
illegitimate action of the then authority who at that time thought it 
necessary to satisfy their creatures in this country. Thus we see 
that there can be no manner of doubt that a grave injustice has been 
done to the poor raiyats by giving to the zemindars the power of 
enhancing the rents which was not only not contemplated but definitely 
forbidden by the framers of the Permanent Settlement. With a view 
to give immediate relief to the poor and helpless tenants I like to make 
some concrete suggestion as to how the rent reduction problem may 
be immediately tackled. My suggestion will l>e a modest attempt to 
restore * tutus quo without seriously dislocating the existing state of 
affairs and without causing any undue hardship to the landlords. As 
a member of the Rent Enquiry Committee 1 had the opportunity to 
think over the matter in my hqmble way. Because of the complica- 
tions in the rental system in Bengal, I believe this is the best and 

only way to deal with the matter with a view to give the greatest 

possible benefit to the greatest possible number of people. My sug- 
gestion is as follows : Ail enhancements made in the rents of raiyats 
since 1900 A.l). 'whether by contract or through court, or at the time 
of transfer or resettlement on whatever ground, except on the ground 
of any improvement effected by the landlord, should at once by a 
proper legislation be declared null and void. 

I have selected this particular year because it will be possible for 
us to find out the then existing rate of rent. Of course we can 
legitimately go up to 1793, but it will not be possible to go so far 

and to find out the existing rate of rent at that time. 

After reduction of all sorts of enhanced rent the existing rent of 
raiyats should be further reduced by 25 per cent. This reduction of 
25 per cent, should not be applied in cases where if so reduced the rent 
will come down twice the average revenue, nor should it be applied in 
cases where it will come down below the existing Pargana rate in 
1793. I propose this 25 per cent, reduction partly because of the 
present crisis and partly because of deterioration of fertility of agri- 
cultural lands. But I like to include the high rates in and exclude 
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low rates from the operation of this 25 per oent. general ^reduction. 
After applying both the methods just now 1 have mentioned if it is 
found that the rate of rent of any raiyat still stands at more than 
10 times the average revenue in any particular area, the rent should 
be reduced to just ten times the average revenue of that area. The 
benefit of the extremely low revenue should In* given to the raiyats also. 
It is not desirable that the landlord alone should be allowed to enjoy 
the abnormally high margin between the revenue and rent. All rents 
of raiyat paid in kind should he commuted to cash rent at the rate of 
average ranati rent of the village. Rents of under-rai\ ats whether 
paid in cash or in kind must not exceed the average cash rent payable 
by the raiyat to his superior landlord. Rents oi tenure-holders or 
other intermediaries it affe< led by such reduction should also be re- 
duced in proportion to the reduction in their assets. 1 hope the 
Hon'hle Minister concerned and the party behind him will give a 
serious consideration to my humble suggestions. If we can reduce 
the rent in this way, it uill he of great help to us in determining the 
amount of compensation at the time of abolition of Rermanent Settle- 
ment which in my opinion must go without an\ further delay. With 
these remarks I commend my motion to the acceptance of the House. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI : Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Please move all your motions and make 
one speech of not more than five minutes. 


Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: Yes, Sir 

I beg to move that the demand of Ks. 30,22,000 under the head 
“7 — Land Revenue’’ be reduced by Its. 100. My intention is to raise 
a discussion about reintroduction of certificate procedure after suspen- 
sion in the Klias Mahal areas, Midnapore, while in other parts of 
Bengal it is suspended. 

I beg to move that the demand of Its. 00,22,000 under the head 
“7 — Land Revenue’’ he reduced b\ Rs. 100 The object is to raise a 
discussion about failure of the Government to give remission of rent 
to the people of Khas Mahal area, Conlai, for the heavy-flooded year 
of 1347 B.S. 

1 also beg to move that the demund of Rs. 30,22,000 under the 
head “7 — Land Revenue” he reduced by Rs. 100. The object of my 
1 motion is to raise a discussion about the failure of the Government to 
auspend realisation of the instalments of the agricultural loan from 
the people of the area where there were heavy floods in both the year* 
1347 and 1348 B.S. in the district of Midnapore. 
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WR^ttCR H'St-’lfaf'S Vfl, I R i S TOsttliS? tfWRl, 'HlHtW? TO CH 4? certificate 
♦T*! 'SRl ER HI I H#HfCH C5f 'HRTO certificate gift TOC? MlPl 'JtHl ER HI I 
fas 'hre^r fa«R, ch fan fafa toor *«n fro*, fan her fcft 
5tFtf5t CTOH 4d? TOR fa? HTO MTTO Tfe'R CTO SR WtC? 4H 4H? RR 
4? certificate tfxfl TO I fa TO 4? MR 4H, MI W«tl 'Hfa 'Htfa WRIT'S 
Eltl Wtfaus HSlTOTO dTH TOl 'S'ft’TR 50TOTOR 'Hfa’TR >3 ’TftfaH wfaHR 
itfarra ^ Ttro fafeg- wtd'smi fanr ct? tos ■to? (TOR'HH'sts’nfa—rmn, 

'StTO RCW WTO, — HtfaiC'S 4H>^I , Hfr , f%H^R jpn? ^ csfiTfil PtTd 
TORtfRH 'Hfa’IITO 5P5 Hrfa motor ^ri CTOT C5T& 'TOxil Hlff fTOl — (TtfaR 
5? 'StfTOI — 'SlWH CTO? froi 4RR 4H? — CSt5TOR 45TO? ui^R Ot 

tw%i. (R? ww Tori dfa om? ctos sts isito ntw? Hftn wtfars 

4CTCI?H 15R TO Ofal TO 4H1 R ’HpRl 4? «ft»H1 CTO? Et? I 'HR 
TO TO 4 Pi 'jRRCt-il certificate *ph <^RR TO 5Rf 5R HI I 

<SR *RfaH HTO CHHR TOH? TORfSRT? TO RtHl TOI%, (SRl Hft- 
TOtHTO? <71? WRl H^IH I HT* HTH "HR 4*?Pl fTO | »]04J^ '5?f*R*tt(TO 

tSRl 4Wp| form farof fitHH I '5fW* HHI CH CSPRl Hfa— !fW(m wfO? 
Pro TOrc TO fro 4H— <RH <SRl To, sm wmi certificate »f11 Bt? I ISR1 
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** r r *TfTO erffroi *fTO5 *£T«f w* f TO 4C*11 I 4$ && CTOTO 
’raj* **i *5f I <ts$ opzjnft to ct^n to % rTOro *Kgm 

®R7, ftl 3rd February^ ^rfftra ^*t? CR CVCH CTO*1 certificate 

y*ti bft *1$ fir# tjT^TTO TO I ^rWCTO ’ll* TO 

TO TO* ’rfbTTO 4 ftro T5T, *TOl T^TTO ^t*tf?TO 5th February 

*$7* TO fTOR I <*fa 3rd February CJ 1% TO order *«T ! t5fa tETO 

ftft TTOR ^tft (TOR ORl CTOfl TOTO ft ? TO ^!TO1 

tftt* wrt* *ns (?mt* of*i cTOop ? *t*ffa *f®r cTOs SR, 
^trore to &api tstro w ortji TOn c*rfro ot ^rft to*, to 

*TO certificate grvfi *1 t 4TO* 4* 3TWTO TO ft *t TO **f I 4^TO 
TOil TO* TOFttt *ft TO TOl OTOft ^TOT srftntfa 4> tfvft 
suspended TOC5, TO 4$ *ttTOtC5R 'S^ft 4^1 "TO StTOR ^ I 4$1 
5fafC5 5* $TTOi *R TORf 5t*it3 I , *ft *TOT TORI *ft TO ^41 *1 
4*tC3G TO I 4tft ^froTCSfU 5*R fac*N TO 4fo ISttTFW 31 I 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Mr Deputy 
Speaker, Sir, I shall first of all take up the out motion 
moved by mv honourable friend, Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta. 
My honourable friend has referred to two questions: He has 
not dealt with the Gratuity Committee: he has dealt with 
the futility of the Land Enquiry Committee and the Rent 
Enquiry Committee. I shall first take up the first item, — The Non- 
Agricultural Lands Enquiry Committee. The Noil-Agricultural Lands 
Enquiry Committee, you have a recollection, was appointed on the 1st 
August, 1938, for the protection of tenants from eviction at the will 
of the landlords. Sir, it is true that that Committee had about 21 
sittings. It is also true that the Committee submitted its report on 
the 15th May, 1941. A draft Bill was also prepared on the basis of 
that report of the Non-Agricultural Lands Enquiry Committee. I have 
read the report very carefully but I find that the report of the Non- 
Agricultural Lands Enquiry Committee is riot complete. For instance, 
if you will be good enough to look at page Hi, paragraphs 39, 40 and 
41, you will see that the Committee could not make up its mind on 
the question as to whether or not the right to grant sub-leases should 
be rigidly curtailed. Secondly, it did not come to a conclusion as to 
whether or not industrial undertakings or lands not immediately 
required for industrial purposes should receive the benefit of the provi- 
sions of the Non-Agricultural Tenancy Legislation, and lastly it sug- 
gests* that special provisions will he necessary to cover temporary 
leases such as it is understood are granted by the Calcutta Improvement 
Trust in the course of carrying out their development schemes. Sir, 
the present Government which has been in office for a very short time 
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is considering all these aspects of the question. In the meantime they 
have introduced a Bill and the Bill, I suppose, was passed by the Upper 
House for extending the life of the Bengal Non- Agricultural Tenancy 
(Temporary Provisions) Bill, 1940, by one year. There was an 
amendment to the effect that its life might be prolonged by 2J years 
but I suggested yesterday in the Council that if the life is extended 
by 2$ years that would introduce an element of lethargy in an other- 
wise energetic Government. 

With reference to the decision of the Hon’ble the High Court 
referred to in 45-Weekly Notes, pages 603 and 967, I realise fully that 
the Hon’ble the High Court in the plentitudes of its wisdom has cut 
down the operations considerably of the Bengal Non-Agricultural 
Tenancy (Temporary Provisions) Act only to suits and that according 
to the decision of the High Court the provisions of the Act do not 
apply to appeals. This is a matter which I take a special note of. 
(Cries of “Hear, Hear” from the Progressive Coalition Benches.) 

Then, Sir, there is the question of the Rent Enquiry Committee. 
My honourable friend has quite rightly felt sore over it but, as I 
mentioned to you, Mr. Deputy Speaker, yesterday, the question of 
reduction of rents in general in Bengal is a question fraught with 
difficulties but the present Government is not shirking its responsibility 
in the matter at all. All that we desire is that a report should be 
submitted by the Rent Enquiry Committee. The Rent Enquiry Com- 
mittee was 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: It is not functioning now. 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: It has 

completed its work except that it has not written out its report. 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: But it is not functioning now. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: If it is not 

functioning now, then I shall take steps to see that it does function 
and does bring out its own report. 

The Rent Enquiry Committee was appointed in August 1940 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: What expenditure did it 
entail ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I have not 
got it. But the Rent Enquiry Committee had twelve sittings and 
made several tours in the districts of Bengal, the number of districts 
where it went being four. A considerable amount of money from tbe 
public exchequer was spent by it. Government is now awaiting it* 
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report. We want the report of the Rent Enquiry Committee for thie 
reason that according to the report of Mr. Stuart with reference to 
khas inahal lands, pages 4-5, there are in Bengal certain areas with 
very high rents. He mentioned Bakarganj, Noakhali, Khulna and 
24-Parganas. I do not know why he excluded my district, 
Burdwan 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARY MAITI: And Midnuporc also. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Midnapore 
he mentioned tentatively. J shall quote here the following passage from 
the Floud Commission’s Report, Yol. I, page 100, paragraph *04: — 

‘‘Our conclusion, therefore, is that considering the level of rents 
obtaining in the provinces we huve visited the value of the produce and 
the prevailing economic conditions, there would he justification for 
enhancements rather than reductions of rent in Bengal. In makiug 
this observation, we do not intend to imply that a general enhance- 
ment of all rents could he made. There are high contractual rents in 
Bengal which could certainly not be enhanced, and would even he re- 
duced, if the systems of assessment in force in other provinces were 
applied to those particular tenancies.” 

Sir. 1 am awaiting the report of the Rent Enquiry Committee on 
these two specific points mentioned in the reports of the two sets of 
distinguished authorities 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Cannot that Committee he 
reconstituted ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Under the law 
the Committee, J do not think, I am wrong, can be reconstituted by 
the House but not by Government. 

Then, Sir, 1 have listened to the speeches of Khan Sahib Hamid- 
uddin Ahmed and Mr. Fazlur Rahman and my observations with 
reference to the non-agricultural tenancies will cover the speech of 
Khan Sahib Hamiduddin Ahmed. 

Then, Sir, Mr. Maiti on behalf of Mr. Mai has raised the question 
especially about the re-introduction of certificate procedure after 
suspension in the Khasmahal areas of Midnapore while in other parts 
of Bengal it stands suspended. I have listened to the narration of 
the doleful story with interest but Midnapore was in the past consti- 
tuted as an exception: I hope in future it will be included within the 
province of Bengal and if that is so, then I hope my honourable friend 
will have no grievance. I am not interested with bis ghosts and gods*, 
in this Legislature we are all gods. 
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The ^notion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta that the demand of 
Rs. 36,22,000 for expenditure under the head “7 — Land Revenue” be 
reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost . 

The motion of Khan Sahib Hamiduddin Ahmed that the demand 
of Rs. 36,22,000 for expenditure under the head “7 — Land Revenue” 
be reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Fazlur Rahman (Mymensingh) that the demand 
of Its. 36,22,000 for expenditure under the head “7 — Land Revenue” 
be reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and a division taken with the 
following result: 


AYEI — 35. 


AMal Ail*, Maalana HU. 

AMal Hall, Mr. Mina. 

AMal Hakim Virkampari, Maalvl Ml. 

AMal Ha mil, Mr. A. M. 

AMal Karim, Mr. 

AMal Malll, Mr. lyal (Naakhall). 

AMal Matalak Malik, Dr. 

AMalla-AI Makmaal, Mr. 

AMar Rahman, Kkaa Bakalar A. F. M. 
AMar Rahman lillipl, Mr. 

AMar Raachll Makmaal, Mr. 

AMar Raihnal, Maalvl Ml. 

AMal Sbakaal, Maalvl Ml. 

AMI Nataln Ahmal, Mr. 

Abmal All Mrllha, Maalvl. 

Ahmal Haialit, Mr. 

AalM Hanaln Kkaa, Khan Bakalar Maalvl. 
Farhal Raia Ohawlhary, Mr. M. 


Fazlar Rahman, Mr. (Dacta). 

Fular Rahman, Mr. (Mymaaslnfh). 

HaRxallin Ckealhari, Maalvl. 

Namilallin Ahmal, Khan labll. 
lalalallln Ahmal, Khan Bahalar Maalvl. 
Maraira, Mr. L. T. 

Manlrullin Akhanl, Maalvl. 

Mohimmil All, Khan Bakalar. 

Makammal lirail, Maalvl. 

Mahammal Ifllifav, Khan Bakalar Dr. lyal. 
Naiarallah, Nawahzala K. 

Naximallln Khwaja Sir, K.C.I.E. 

Naorallln, Mr. K. 
lallm, Mr. I. A. 

Sarajal lilam, MK 
•ahravrarly, Mr. N. I. 

Vault All Chaalbary, Mr. 


NOEI — 115. 


AMal HaBi, Mr. Mia. 

AMal Hakim, Maalvl (Myawaiiafk). 

AMal Majll, Maalvl (Myman*ia|h). 

AMal Waliah Kkaa, Mr. 

AMal WahM, Maalvl. 

AMar Raxsak, Maalvl. 

Aha Haualn larkar, Maalvl. 

Abal Fail, Mr. Ml. 

Aaharyya Ohaalhary, Maharaja laahl Kaata, at 
Maktacaaba, Mymaaslafh. 

Ahmal Kluw, Mr. lyal. 

Amlaallab, Khan laklb Maatvi. 

Amir All Mia, Maalvl Ml. 

AsimalUa Ah ami, Hr. 

Aihar All, Maalvl. 

BalraMtja, Mr. lyal. 

Baaarjaa, tha Haa’bt* Mr. Framatha Math. 

BaaarJI, Mr. latya Friya. 

Barma, Baha Framharl. 

Barma, Mr. Faspajlt. 

Barman, tha Manila Mr. Upaalra Rath. 

Baaa, tha HanHa Mr. laataah Kamar. 

Btrhmyra, Ikr Haary, Bart 
Btavaa, Baha UkshmJ Malayan. 

Biaaraa, Mr. R«Ht Lai. 

Btavaa, Mr. haraMra Nath. 

•hakraharty. Mr. JatkHhra Nath. 

Shakrmbarty, Baha M aranlra Marayan. 


Ohaalbnrl, Rai Hartalra Nath. 

Obippaalals, Mr. I. W. 

Mark, Mr. I. A. 

Da», Rai lablh Annknl Ohanlra. 

Da*, Rai lahlh Klrit Bbaiaa. 

Da*, Mr. Manmabaa. 

Das Bapta, Baha Khapaalra Nath. 

Da* Sapta, trljat Naraalra Nath. 

Datta Bapta, Miss Mira. 

Datta Maiamlar, Mr. Nlharaala. 

Elhar, Mr. UpaaPrsaath. 

E a»l ala I Ha* at, Kazl. 

F axial Hap, tha Manila Mr. A. K. 
flhaaa, Mr. Atal Krtshaa. 

Blasallla Ahmal, Mr. 

Balam Rahhaaf Abammal, Maalvl. 

Baiam lanrar Haaalai, Mr. I hah lyal. 
Brifflths, Mr. C. 

Bapta, Mr. I. R. 

Marvaf, Mr. Damhar tla|h. 

ByasaMa Ahmal Chaalbary, Alhalj. 
NaMhaBab, tha HanWa Nmvah Bahalar K„ at 
Datta. 

Hasan AN Ohawlhary, Mr. lyal. 
Naaaaaasaama, Maatvi Ml. 

Naaham AN Khaa, Tha Manila Khaa Bahalar 
Maatvt. 

Maaiaa Mar s hal , Mr*. M.B.I. 
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Maternally Jamakar, Kkaa tahib Maatvi. 

Writ AkaH Mia, Maafvi. 
kaaak AN Majaa Mar. Maahri. 

Kazan All Mina, laklkiali Kawaa iik lyvk. 
Kaaaaky, Mr. l. B. 

Kkaa, Mr. Dtkaakra Lall. 

Kaaur, Mr. Ahtl Okaakra. 

Kaatfa, Mr. NHbHfca Natk. 

Laklri, taka Aibateah. 

Manama, Mr. ft. P. 

Mafnkkla Akamk, Or. (Bayra). 

Naktak, Makarajatfklraja Bakalrr, Ukay Okaak.tf 
Barkvaa. 

MaJI, Mr. Akwaita Kamar. 

MajaaMar, Mrs. Htmayrtva. 

Maakal, Mr. Aairila Lai. 

Maakal, Mr. Baaka Bvkari. 

Maakal, Mr. Blrat Cbiakra. 

Mankal, Mr. kafat Ckankra. 

Maakal, Mr. ioiMlra Nath. 

Maadal, Mr. Kriskaa Pratak. 

Maairauamaa lalamakatfi, Maaiaaa DU. 

Maabul Hatala, Mr. 

Maksin All, Mr. Mk. 

MaakvrjM, The Hvn’klv Or. Syiaiapmak. 

Marfan, Mr. Q., C.I.E. 

MatUm All Mallak. Maatvi M. 

Makaniaak Afzal, Khan Bakakar Maatvi lytk. 
Makaaaiak Ibrahim, Maatvi. 

Mabaaiaiak Itkapat, Maatvi. 

Makhwjaa, Mr. Tarakaatb, M.B.E. 

Malltek, Mr. Palin Bahary. 


Maakarra* Narnia, Ntvah, Kkaa Bakakar. 
Maatacavaal Nafaa, Mr. tyak. * 
ttatkar, Mr. Nan Okaakra. 

Naaakar AN. Mr. tyak. 

PattHifar, Mr. B. 0. 

Praataaik, Mr. Tariakkaraa. 

Bahama, Kkaa Bakakar A. M. L. 

Baikal, Mr. Praaaaaa Oak. 

Raailaakkla Akamk, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Okaaaa^ay. 

Ray, Kakirak Okaakra, Ral Bakakar. 

Ray, Mr. Man mat ka Nath. 

Ray, Mr. Pattram. 
takarvkkia Akamk, Mr. 

BaBrakkla Akamk, NaJL 
laaaaltak, Or. 

tanyai, Mr. laaaaka takbar. 
tartar, Baba Makkaaakaa. 
tan, Mr. Atal Okaakra. 
tan, Mr. Ohiraakra Natk. 
tan, kafaak Okaakra, Ral Bakakar. 
Ihabnkali, Mr. 

tkamMkkia Akamk, (ka Han't*# Mr. 
thamMkkia Akamk Khaakkar, Mr. 
tiagha, Bata Kikatra Natk. 
tirkar, Bata Utla Maaka. 

Hark, Mr. A. P. 

Tkakar, Mr. Pramatba Raajaa. 
Warknrarth, Mr. W. C., C.I.E. 

Vaamf Mina. 

Zanaa, Mr. A. M. A. 


The Ayes being 35 and the Noes 115 the motion was lost. 

The motions of Mr. Nikunja Bcliari Maiti that the demand of 
Rh. 3(>,22,000 for expenditure under the head “7 — Land Revenue” be 
reduced by Rs. 100, were then put and lost. 

The main motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Pramatba Nath Bauerjee that 
a sum of Rs. 30,22,000 be granted for expenditure under the head 
”7 — Land Revenue” was then put and agreed to. 


9— Provincial Excite. 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Sir, on the 
recommendation of His Excellency the Governor, J beg to move that 
a sum of Rs. 21,80,000 be granted for expenditure under the head 
“8 — Provincial Excise” during the next financial year. 

Sir, this Government have declared total prohibition to be the 
ultimate goal of their excise policy. As a beginning, sale of liquor 
was prohibited in the district of Noakhali in the second year of 
Provincial Autonomy. The measure has proved a success there. 
Government have now decided to extend partial prohibition in the 
neighbouring districts of Tippera and Chittagong with effect from 1st 
April 1942 by abolishing a number of liquor shops as recommended by 
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the local Jicensing hoards. It has not been considered advisable to 
introduce all at once large scale prohibition in this province because 
such measures have not succeeded in other provinces. The object of 
prohibition has been frustrated in those provinces by the activities of 
illicit traffickers. (Cries of “Question” from the Congress benches.) 

Hasty legislation will not advance the cause of prohibition but on 
the contrary will retard its progress. Hasty legislation is also likely 
to affect adversely the social, economic and administrative life of the 
province. The problem of prohibition has been made more difficult 
in this province by the fact that nature herself 1ms bestowed on the 
people materials for intoxication in abundance. Bhang grows wild 
abundantly in some parts of the province. Ganja can be grown easily 
everywhere, tari can be drawn direct from the tree, pachwai can be 
manufactured with common rice and yeast and country spirit can be 
-distilled with the help of a simple apparatus with raw materials which 
are easily available. The problem has also been made more complicated 
by the existence in this province of foreigners having their own habits. 
So, for the real success of any prohibition measure, the first step 
forward must be the mobilization of public opinion against liquor and 
drugs as well as the suppression of illicit sources of supply. The facts 
have been recognised by this Government. They have taken steps in 
the matter by way of film propaganda and the creation of the Civil 
Defence Department. 

Although, however, compulsory prohibition has not been enforced 
on a large scale, Bengal is ahead in comparison with many other 
provinces in the matter of temperance. This will be evident from 
statistics which I now quote: In Bombay excise revenue amounted to 
Its. 1,99, 1(>, 213 — (Mr. Dhirkndra Nath Dutta : Which year?). Jn 
19119-40. In Madras the excise revenue amounted to Rs. 3, lit), 9b, 742 in 
1940-41 and in Bengal it amounted to Rs. 1,74,47,218 in 1940-41. 

I may enumerate other measures which have been taken to imple- 
ment our policy of gradual prohibition : (Dr. Suresh Chandra 
Banerji : In Bengal it is increasing.) (1) Rates of taxation have been 
fixed at such a level that neither consumption nor illicit traffic is 
encouraged; (2) manufacture and wholesale vend are effectively con- 
trolled; (3) hours of sale are regulated; (4) new shops are not allowed 
without the approval of Government and without definite proof of 
strong local demand and proof that owing to the lack of facilities, 
consumers are taking recourse to illicit sources; and (f>) to control the 
licensing of places for retail vend. Licensing Boards have been set up 
throughout the province with officials and non-officials having intimate 
knowledge of local conditions. Non-officials are in the majority on 
many of these Boards. With a view to giving public opinion an 
effective voice in the excise administration these Boards have been 
vested with certain statutory powers. 
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Licenses for the retail vend of excisable articles art settled tinder the 
fixed fee system, except licenses for the retail sale of tori and of 
pacfnrai in certain areas which are settled bv auction. The fixed fee 
system was introduced with a view to regulating and controlling 
consumption. 

These are the main steps that have been taken by Government in 
order to regulate the sale ot liquor and oilier sources of intoxicants. 

I may also point out that enhancement of duty on opium will 
account for, to some extent, the increase in revenue from opium. 
Increased revenue from foreign liquor has been derived by enhance- 
ment of wholesale and retail license tees and also by the imposition of 
transport fee on imported liquor, imported b\ persons other than 
licensees. Fees for registration ot brands of foreign liquor and 
revision of rules regarding compounding and blending of foreign liquor 
also made some contributions 

AVith these words, Sir, I commend the demand for the consideration 
and approval of the House. 

Maulvi HAFIZUDDIN CHOUDHURI: Sir, 1 beg to move that 
the demand of IN. ‘H ,80,000 tor expenditure under the bead “8 —Pro- 
vincial Excise'* be reduced b\ IN UK). 

Sir. in the absence of ain cogent enunciation of policy on this 
particular budget bead I am constrained to draw conclusions from the 
figures in the budget under tins heud. There will be an inference of 
policy suggested by these figures and m> criticism will be directed 
against that policy. 

Sir, it is difficult to trace the date when drunkenness first appeared 
as a dangerous evil in the national life of India. I have here the 
quotation of a representation to the Government of India by the Indian 
Temperance Association formed in the year 188i, which says* 
“Increased facilities for drinking produce steadily increasing consump- 
tion and spread misery and ruin among the industrial classes of India, 
calling for immediate attention of the Government of India with a view 
to their abatement.” 

In reply to this, Government of India announced a policy of check- 
ing the growing habit of drunkenness by limited place for sale, restrict- 
ing sale within certain places, and by raising the cost of liquor. 

This response on the part of the India Government though not 
something to enthuse over shows still a tendency to fight the evil in a 
limited context. It became a provincial responsibility later. The 
excise policy of last Ministry as enunciated by the then Minister in 
charge of Excise Department was that the final goal of that policy of 
the Government was to enforce total prohibition. In pursuance of that 
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policy Government enforced prohibition in^the district of Noakhali. 
It was certainly a move in the right direction. The present Ministry 
which has been trumjteted to inaugurate a new era in the life of 
Bengal associating as it is supposed to do the progressive elements of 
its political life, has ingloriously failed to improve upon the policy or 
the practice of the pa|t. Here are the budget figures which will speak 
for themselves. Total revenue on this head for 1940-41 was 
5s. 1,74,47,218, and the revised estimate for 1941-42 is 1,82,00,000 
and the budget estimate for 1942-48 is, 1,82,00,000. It is obvious from 
the above figures that they do not propose to enforce further prohibi- 
tion. This is contrary to the loud and vociferous speeches of some of 
the members now in the Government party, from the Opposition 
Benches in the past. I wonder how their voice could be rendered 
inarticulate to-day. Sir, for a full comprehension of the problem of 
drunkenness it is necessary to mention that the disastrous impact of 
the evil falls mainly on the huge body of industrial workers. It is 
common knowledge that the industrial labourer spends more than 60 
per cent, of his income on alcoholic drink and the inevitable result is 
poverty, disease and premature death. No healthy national life is 
possible with this depraved human material. Where are the accredited 
leaders of the labour movement? How could they silently accept this 
state of affairs. Their support to this item of the budget will be a 
flagrant betrayal. 

Sir, it may be contended that prohibition is not possible because it 
deprives the Government of a large item of revenue which, they say, 
is utilized on nation-building purposes. It is a clear contradiction in 
itself. How can we build a nation by encouraging a habit which 
depraves its nationals? 

Secondly, it may be argued that prohibition is not feasible because 
it leads to smuggling and illicit preparation of liquor and to stop 
that will mean additional expenditure for Government. It is a poor 
compliment to any Government if it cannot raise the moral standard 
of its people. No Government worth the name can justify its existence 
if it cannot fight the criminal evils. The expenditure, however large 
for the suppression of evils is absolutely essential for the existence of 
national life and security. No Government can afford to avoid it. 
The inability to suppress smuggling and things of that sort will be the 
very definition of anarchy. 

I will not be surprised if the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Department tries to take shelter behind the war screen since to use the 
expression -of the Hon’ble Finance Minister, it is a War budget. 

In conclusion, I would like to point out that drunkenness is 
unhygienic and irreligious. It will be a lengthy and wasteful process 
to wait for the moral enlightenment of every individual when he will 
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discard drunkenness by himself. AVe yap immediately help him in 
his moral evolution by removing the temptation of drinking Vom his 
path. The only desirable policy, therefore, fqr the Government to 
pursue is to enforce total and immediate prohibition. 

With these few words, Sir, I commend my motion for the accept- 
ance of the House. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN (Mr. kiran Shankar Roy): I propose to call 
upon members to move their motions one by oqe and then 1 shall allow 
a general discussion. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Mr Chapman, Sir. 1 beg to 
move that the demand of Its. 21,80,000 under the head “8 — Provincial 
Excise’’ be reduced by Rs. 100. The object of my motion is to raise a 
discussion abount policy and failure of the Government in giving effect 
to the policy of prohibition gradually. 

Total prohibition was the goal and gradual prohibition was the 
accepted policy of the predecessors of thy Government now in office. 
If you look at the revenue derived from provincial excise, you will 
find that instead of showing signs of -decrease it hu^ been increasing. 


The figures are a.s follows. — 

Year Revenue. 

Rs. 

1938- 39 ... ... ... 1,59.35,000 

1939- 40 ... ... ... 1,05,28,000 

1940- 41 ... ... ... 1,74,47,000 

1941- 42 (revised estimates) ... 1,82,00,000 

1942- 43 (estimates; ... 1,82,00,000 


On page 10 of the Red Rook, \uu will find that the Government 
hope that the yield from the country spirits is likely to be larger than 
was originally estimated and they also hope for a similar increase in 
the year 1942-43. In the ye,ar 1939 the revenue derived from the sale 
of country spirits was Rs. 55,52,000. This year they expect a revenue 
of Rs. 74,50,000. Thus it will be seen that the revenue is on the 
increase. The Hon’ble Minister who is in favour of gradual increase 
in revenue and not gradual prohibition has referred to Bombay and 
other places^where the revenue from excise is much more than the 
re^umue in Bengal. He is certainly right but the question*is whether 
the revenue from excise was increasing or decreasing from 1938. 1 

am quite sure that the revenue in Bombay, Madras and other places 
has been decreasing. The revenue from provincial excise in Bombay 
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is much larger than in Bengal because Bombay is an industrial area. 
We kqow that the consumption of eountr/ spirits by labourers in 
industrial areas is rea$y much more than in area** where there are no 
industries. The Hon’ble Minister .has also told us that, on account of 
the policy of*gradual prohibition fhey introduced prohibition in the 
district 0f Noakhali. ^In this district the consumption of country spirits 
yaa rpuch less because there was no industrial area. 

In answer to a question ptit by me. it was said that in the district 
of Noakhali the sale of country spirits had been prohibited. The sale 
of country spirits could be said to be nil, but the sale of yanja has 
not been prohibited in the district of Noakhali. 

In answer to a question put by me, viz., whether prohibition would 
be introduced in the district of Tippera, it was said that prohibition 
would he introduced in the district of Tippera, hut 1 may tell the 
House that it has not been introduced up till now. In the opening 
speech of the Hon’ble Minister we heard from him that prohibition 
would be introduced in the districts of Tippera and Chittagong. Sir, 
in answer to a question put Ry I)i . Kanaullah regarding prohibition in 
Chittagong, viz., “Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased to state 
whether he contemplates introducing prohibition in Chittagong”, the 
Government said that they were introducing partial prohibition in 
certain parts of the district. Mark the word “partial”. The answer 
is also qualified by the words “in certain parts of the district”. I 
know, I am quite sure, that prohibition would not be introduced in 
the districts of Tippera and Chittagong as contemplated by the 
Government, and even if it be introduced at all it will be introduced 
only in certain parts of the districts and not in the whole of these 
districts. When a good revenue is being derived from yanja and 
country liquor, prohibition will not be introduced in these directions 
also in the whole of the districts but only in parts of the districts of 
Tippera and Chittagong. It is only hoodwinking the people without 
doing anything substantial in the matter of prohibition. It cannot 
be said that, the last Government was responsible for it. This Govern- 
ment has accepted it and expects a larger revenue from Provincial 
Excise this year. Why do they expect larger revenue? Is it prohibi- 
tion or is it an increased revenue from excise, may 1 ask, which is 
uppermost in the mind of the Government? It is said. Sir, that 
prohibition has failed in other provinces. That shows that it will fail 
here also; that shows that the Hon’ble Minister in charge has not 
got any definite knowledge about the working of the prohibition in 
other provinces in India. So, we should not like to be deluded, by 
the Government in this way, but we would ask them to speak plain 
that prohibition is not in their mind, that there would be no prohibi- 
tion and that they must derive revenue from the sale of country 
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spirit. "Of course the Honourable 

told this House the lamentable cohditidhi of th^ me h aV e 

trial areas. .Ttfte Ministers have toured in th^ disthiK^ j n j n( } ua . 
are industrial areas. May I ask why the Governmlnt. have ^ there* 
dueed prohibition in ffte district of Howrah ? It is #eH*kgpwn ^ 
there are a large number of labourers in industrial aria Hkhw are 
being ruined for want of prohibition. Hut Government will nofc 46* 
it because they do not like to introduce prohibition. We liavh beejh 
told that the policy of the present Government will he beneficial to 
the people at large. So we want the Government to tell us plainly 
what is their policy in regard to prohibition. It is certain that the 
Bengal Congress Parliamentary Party has now a share in the 
administration of the province, and they know that prohibition — 
total prohibition — is the aim of the Congress. If they have any regard 
for the ideal of the Congress they must stick to their principle of 
total prohibition. We strongly feel that prohibition must be made 
and must be adopted from this year, and the Government must not 
expect a larger revenue from excise. 

With these words, Sir, I itapport theSnotiou and endorse each and 
every word of the previous speaker. 


Reply to Mr. 8ibnath Banerjee’s point of Privilege. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: I may tell Mr. Sibnath Banerjee that 
the arrangements of benches in the western verandah have been made 
under instructions from the A.It.P. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May we k now, Sir, who are the* 
A.R.P. people? 1 was given to understand that the A.It.P. is being 
arranged by the Assembly Department with gardens of the office* 
itself. The objection raised was with regard to placing of certain, 
benches. May we know who is the A.It.P. officer-in-charge here? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER ! I am afraid, that is beside the point. 
My view is that if the benches are not removed from there and if 
there is an accident it might damage the persons occupying them. 


Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: But I expect that there must be- 
some sitting arrangements for those who come to meet us here. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: It is under contemplation. 
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, yMl My suggestion is that benches teiay 

Mr> 8IBNATH walls which have already been construct*, 

be placed behifr^® 1 ^ .difficult for us to talk to out friends* who come 

ed; otherw*'^ 01 ’ * our6 * 

/ >* 

to see 


llle fdr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: These are extra- 

ordinary times. 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

8 — Provincial Excise. 

Mr. P. BANERJI : Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 21,80,000 for expenditure under the head “8-r-Provineial Excise” 
be reduced by Rs. 100. 

Sir, the previous speakers have given us the figures, showing how 
the revenue of the Government from Excise has increased. The 
Minister in charge says that prohibition, is not feasible — even gradual 
prohibition is not possible to-day. I could understand such an observa- 
tion coming from a Minister of the bureaucratic Government who are 
intent on increasing their revenue from excise and to demoralise our 
people, particularly in the labour area, by starting liquor shops or 
country spirit shops. Now that the portfolio has been placed in the 
hands of a gentleman coming from North Bengal, who was himself 
before an advocate of prohibition, we thought that prohibition would 
be given effect to from now on. But today, we are surprised that the 
Hon’ble Mr. Burman also tells us that prohibition is not possible for 
the reason that the natural resources and materials for drugs are avail- 
able in plenty in the countryside. If that is the reason, if that is the 
policy accepted by Government — I mean, the policy of gradual prohi- 
bition — the portfolio Aould be given to somebody else who can do 
better in this direction. I could understand the old bureaucratic 
government — it was their policy to demoralise our people because it 
was not to their interest to infuse any sense of morality in them. I 
have personal experience in this matter and I have seen that the policy 
of the past Government has always been to demoralise this class of 
people. Now, with the advent of provincial autonomy when the 
popular Ministers got power, the Ministers in certain provinces, 
particularly in the Congress provinces, introduced prohibition. But, 
Sir, it took away our breath when the Hon’ble Minister told us that 
prohibition was not feasible and that it was not a success in other 
provinces. 

Sir, I must say that a Minister should not betray such colossal 
ignorance regarding his own department for Bombay, Madras, Bihar 
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and Other provinces have already introduced prohibition. Members 
from this side — both Praja Party members and members who have 
seceded from the Congress and joined the Ministerialist, Party today — 
were vociferous in their condemnation and also for the short-sighted 
policy of the Government and they also said that there must be total 
prohibition. I must ask them to refer to the papers, for they are public 
documents, and see what somersaults they have already turned. If it 
is not up to them to change their policy, I would suggest to them that 
they should be brave enough to stop the import of wine. Import will 
be automatically stopped on account of other reasons and that will 
mean no credit to that side. 

Now, Sir, by insistent demand by the Opposition from this side of 
the House, there was a partial introduction of prohibition in some 
places, particularly in Noakhuli. Why select Noakbali and why not 
24-Parganas or Howrah district? They could not do that because that 
Government was dictated by the Clive Street. Noakhali’s income from 
this source was hardly Rs. ‘1,000. However, it is regrettable that even 
this Government which claim to he popular will not take up this new 
policy hut continue the same policy which is very mu<4i to be 
regretted. 

Mr. KAMAL KRISHNA ROY: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I beg 
to move that the demand ot Rs. 21,80.000 for expenditure under the 
head “8 — Provincial Excise’ ’ be reduced 1>\ Rs. 100. 

Deputy Speaker STCTtnr, T3 Tfs r Ot tprf? ^Pf 5 v ftdPf$ (7$ 

WtOT *JOT OTC$ 'fpf OTft ?vfi m — OTl OTOTSOT" 

ott ^rotr 5 ? <Ft$T nr i ot cot ?Pr t Rnre OT, 'OT 
Rot cot cot ott, cOT cot wa t§ot AW) i wiot 
OT? OTOT *ff?rOT?i csTi* OT? fanr w — ij OTtt -3OT TOT? Tt*rr i OT 

41 IJi OT 6 tS POT 7C5 I ^ H1A1 ltd I Ot 

cot cot? n ???tc?? dies OTssn m ot OT15 ot^ i 

OT OTps ot OTs — OT? & *ttfOT? 7 f*OT i 41* 4% OT? '% itfOT? 

ferfOT 1 4 ?P? ot r OT OTr? cot nr, OT ?? OTOT5 — 4? ?fPurfc? OT 
fOT — T o J OT r sOT?t?C c fa OT? 1ft D OT? tpfl COTTS OT I 

OT OTTOT: ■TOT ■ttfeR OTC?? OT & jwdicy ?, — sfc 

(TflOTtOTT ?COT I OT^ttft C?NtC?W OTTf, 4 $ *fOT OT?, 

■ftPfl73? OT? f?OT ?1 OTflOT- OTl dll I 4$ OT’ltft Ot f%OT 

OT ?fOTT5: C 7 # *ff ft? OT? feOT OTt itlPt I OT?I 4$ 

-tjftftas OT, COT 4?tl OT POTt Po OT? f 4?&J ?1 

?t? ?J srsfftr ; OT 4 *$] OT fftv ?l ?H)? I (Mr. Atul 

8 
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Chandra Sen — TO jIRw) — I RsstcTO 4$“ fiSRft ^ 

^■^5, TO*^ TO$ ^ I Sherry champagne 7C3 TOT 3tf^, TO? - 

<?f *r*f *1 to i, &pt, f§, — 4<n to% *i TO?to i 

to c*r*p 4* 1 Rtfam TOtrr of RffaTO TO* ? 

T*fhr ntf^sprjt^ tot ^w-ftc^ tS tocs 4$ ^tfroRr * 

4 $ ^rtfrora tPTtrnt ri <tt£ *rfe, <rr£ top-T *;% to tot *fTO tnr 
TO frocTOTOt <rr tprj c^ttuM -strata %r ri , — tffk? %r totttos 
TOTTTO ^ «f < C^5 ; ^TOf CTOtMt TO *MT <Tf3 *T1 ! 3t$ TORI 

C*f^C5 *ft$ TORI TOR 'ST'R 5f*R TO, ^^t*pTO 4^ CTOt TO, 3fRI $R Rj 
4CRTO ^f%R I 57 — WSTCH CTOft <t*jfT TO CTO TO, TOt$ RtfRR I 4RR 
WffcT qfe R1 TOTOr* ^poTCR vff TO, (Tit Rtf*R tf&RR TO TOf< ^RT 4^ 
▼WflCTTTO TO 5^1 CTO - fe^T TO CRRTO5TOT1 TO *tR TO — R^fTOSRl 
4t TO* TO <7F R1 TOR ! TORI CRtRtfRR STOTttR (R^t3 Rft — R%3 
TOtft TO^f ^TO TO TOR RR Rtfa foTO TO RJ — cTOl fro TOTOR, 

trotro to 1 fro 4TO* to* to*^to ^ otfro fro, totor to 4t 
tcTOrt <tr> ftfrofor TOfTO? TO to to to ^‘TOr to** TOtffa (Tire 
TO, 3fC3 farTOf TO TORI 5tR <7T 9* CTO '®4— 

“3tto TOstrR c^rr TO to^ ^froi TO, 

TO? cro^T *fto tor §ttro froc^ ^froi 7 jR 1 " 

*n *rtfiran, brcror fero 4 * \Rt&t rteri, R53t* 4 to TO'fa to* fro 

TOjt3 TOR, (Tit TO 31* tfpR R* TOl ^TO, TO TO?! — 3tCTO 

?fTO ^tfel TO TOt^I CTOTT I 

TOff (Rt, 31 •?! TOT ^TRTO fV^ f?R I 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, 1 rise to 
support the motion moved by my friend Mr. Kamal Krishna Roy and 
also to move the motion that stands in my name, viz., the demand of 
Rs. 21,80,000 under the head “8 — Provincial Excise’’ be reduced by 
Rs. 100. 

Sir, here is a sample of prohibition. In the year when prohibition 
was started, namely 1989*40, it is stated in the report that as many as 27 
new shops were started — 9 for country spirit, 2 for foreign liquor, 6 
for ganja , 2 for bhang, ^1 for opium, 3 for tari and 4 for pachai. 

Now, in the very first session of the House in 1937, the Hon’ble 
Chief Minister said: “Speaking as a Muslim 1 believe it to be my 
duty to try and have total prohibition and as a servant of £be ;> people 
1 am not worth my siijt if I Jfc^n^try to carry out th^ mandate. of ,thia. 
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House ” I am personally of course very much against 

bringing religious principles in such matters and 1 would endorse the 
view expressed by the speaker on that occasion. He said: “It is 
desirable that discussion of matters affecting the economic and political 
life of the people of this country should be carried on on an economic 
and political plum*. Matters concerning religion and religious matters 
might safely be left out when political and economic questions arc 
discussed." On that very occasion as main as four Hon'ble Ministers 
took part in the discussion. The llon’ble Finance Minister said: “It, 
is not right on the part of Government to be a parts to organise drink- 
ing which leads the people to the path of ruin and destitution.” Rut 
within one year, i.e., in 1938 when the matter was again dismissed the 
Chief Minister made certain discoveries, and the discovery was that in 
Bengal the peasants and workers did not drink; it is only the middle 
class who are addicted to drinking. Perhaps he got this information 
from the behaviour of his colleagues. I do not know it for certain, but 
that was a very strange discovery. We know it for certain that in the 
industrial area there are hundreds of liquor shops and on Saturdays 
and Sundays when the workers are off, they are kept absolutely drunk 
perhaps with the idea that they may not feel the pinch of hunger; 
otherwise they might rebel and upset the apple cart. And that is why 
they are kept in a continuous state of drunkenness. When the prohibi- 
tion scheme was introduced, it has been mentioned b\ several speakers 
that it was introduced in a district where there was practically no* 
worker. It was a peasant area. Of comm* in Chittugong there are 
some workers in Paluirtoli but it is a case of partial prohibition 
there. Most probably that area has been excluded. Whs ? If they 
are keen on introducing even partial prohibition, why should they not 
start it in Ilowrah and Roughly? It has been mentioned bv several 
speakers that there have been several interjections about Howrah and 
probably also about Hooghly, but these are tin* two arcus where the 
largest number of workers, apart from the 24-Parganas, live and work 
and, therefore, if Government is at all sincere they should try at least 
one of these tw*o districts to introduce prohibition. 

Now, Sir, the facts for 19*17 have already been given by several 
speakers. I would only like to add a few more from 1934-35 up to 
this year. Year by year there has been increase. It. is true that the 
increase has not been very great. For the last five years in the Red 
Books we always find at the end of “Provincial Excise” some cryptic 
and laconic remarks, e.g., “The variations are small and call for no 
comment” find that is our grievance. The variations should have been 
large and we want reduction and not increase. There have ^een nearly 
10 per cent, variations every year, but always there has been an 
increase and not decrease' since 19*37 or even from tip earli^rperiod. 
This yeiir^ih^ remark is:* “Increase is due partly td the grant to tba 
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low-paid employees of a dearness allowance at the rate of Re. 1 per 
head/’ Even that could not he compensated by any prohibition that 
they are contemplating. Therefore, the decrease is due mainly to the 
reduction, not of consumption of opium but of its cost price. No 
credit is even claimed by Government that due to their prohibition 
policy there is any decrease whatsoever. Now, I would only request 
the Hnn’ble Minister to note that this is so, not for one year only, for 
the last five years it has been going on. 

(At this stage the member reached his time-limit but was allowed 
to speak for half a minute more.) 

hi five years’ time there has been prohibition in one small district 
only. If we are to go on at this rate, it will take more than 150 years 
to have total prohibition in this province. I hope that the Hon’ble 
Mi nister will speed up. 


Mr. A, M, A. ZAMAN: ^ ! TOW 

<4$ prohibition fro OT ?' fTO I 

4 TO* ftft*T TO j fl 

w TO ftrm (TOM, to* to w to wsr 
cTO TO sot to to toct TOr«t3 

TO TO TO! 05W8 cvft rro w <3 TO^r-stfe 

TO ortvt tops i 'sto* or to o\ cTO to? ^tftr pft 

<&\m TO ¥TO ^ TO TO ^5tTO a ftTO <fCTO3 TOU3 TO, 

TO. TOffa TO I TOFtotft (/TO fTOT TO TOPS I 

<3 ft* TO ^’TO ’3TO a "TO *3 CTO *RT C?*fr Pft CTOTO 
W fT ^ CTO TO C r TO I (71 TO"3 TO3 TO TO STO 'TO TOO 

ftro^ Stto ^c^tTS ^to, c 7 t^'*tt TO^tTOft *n TO3 "TO 

I TOT TOta WM TO! Opposition^ TO SR! (7! 

3t*l TOffTOTO TOtTOTT CTOTO HtftGf <f$F^51 ^FTOR TO73 TOT SRI Of 'Jfal 
CTO ’3TO^T <7T$ CTO I ^5 811 #T1 TO 

power %; TOTH 811 WW fKTO CT TO ftc$ TO, <tW1 

fare to, to ttrr ^pns ftft* fro? to ; &n c^i 

TOTO ft, SPFT TOto ft I TO TOT3 %! TO’ra C 5 ? C3J® 

CTOfeoT ^5 ^5 C,5lCtt«T <7T ftro ^* TO TO, 'TO ftTOTO 

TO Or TO V®! TOTO ^ bTO ft CTO* f ft* "TO 

TOt* (7$ TJTCTO CP® TO TO CTO fT^TO CTO 

TO ; TO *rft Ifl> gtiro TOR! «RT fftTO *1 TO ^fTO TO WfOT 
^n, TO C?J® CTt^T ^1 TO ctfcfcw Ths?! ^f%3f TO H^ N f! I 

TOrt TOT TO TOmft TO CJfCT^ TO TO 4^5 TOI^Tf® #KTO 
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9*1151 'tor ®99i % a ^ 8ii ?wr ?te4rtt99 *tw 9te §91 

<t«!(^c flf i # i c? 491? ce>£i 9'?<, (?p*t 9i vShi c'of9ftt«T9 c? iw^HH c?M 

$? 4? ivlw5 5T9 1 war* ^ 99 * 119 ? ^icst ?ft ^t?9i ftis^ 99^? *{1 9>*fi 
'm'm ft to ?t $79 fims: yrsrct? tot ?*9 

flM? 91? c^tr? *tffe ? 99 d?$ (?# ft* to $?i 99 ft ?fs to 5 ? 49 ; gtS 
c?903 *fft 'Sor? 'arrccfib^m i 4* 99$ ftft? c? $*ffc99 9t<p 
^T*T <*44l4 975 ^fel '3U*9 C8fC9 9t9l 9949? I ^f? 4$ C9 < 5fl59^t9 c ij — 4 
«K3<CT«fc ^^ft^ r’cf ‘ftrs^tr^r 4C9^? ?1ts& T$m ft$ # ft? 
?ta-4*9i <5 39r? sgr? ?i i $T*f?l?i 5rrf5T9 £K*i9 *'tos *1tr9? <3tro r? 
ftft91>l Ft9H ?i c*? ?i 9l3J >G ft? 9907^ *3 9? 91 

497 firptres c^rs ^ c? >ofr i c^m? ?i rorcs, *t? *97T?i 
TOfflt? ?i * 99 1? st^g foft re? *srrnn i ^srt*f?79i 49*ft *Fft ft? <5tn 

ft$l * ’?£??, 99$ ftpwfrl 99^9?, Sft9 '47*19741 'S’ftCT? 9f?9 9$ 5t9t9? ?1 C9 
03 3 9ft 99$ 9tft 99t? ft | ’9t *19791 4$ 811 9^99 (if Tfpsf ?’c*Ta5»l *319 

totos ftre , 4* 9t9i97 x ftt^? bft^ti? c? 5ft ft*i ?i 1 

49f4fti *M9tDr9 9t? ?79i 1 'zwvr <r*i 9i7t9? T 9tf?Wft nicst?? 

999 *tf> (a voice — 9*1 9fTT9) 91 CTt9 ^fft 9*1 9f5l?9 4T9ft, ?ft 

5T9 9t? 1 4*1^? 3 ft *9* C4*ft 90n sto 1 ft'? 9*1 9Trt?9 rest’ m <4 

to 5 ^ 01^1 (?T»n 7 ,r * I •& c* •srlft *^^ 3 ?Tt 9 'tfft ft C 9 - 4 ^ 

9 ^^ OTt? &ft C9 ^n^ft*; otpvsw ^ft't ^ftiP? r^r^, mt «trtS9 csrt^- 
OT ftrt 93 f 31 9 *nr 3 (t 7 fi Of <T 9 ^W ! 9^9 ^T TOW 

C9'9 91 ? 9ft 4C9 <TOR \5tTC9 'G*r?F 9979t^ ftftb I 91 ^191^ 49f9f9 
^9T9t9 9F99 9t9 ft??T 9t9, ftr? 9t9t9 999 417R?5 I 997 ftC9 4^ 9C«9 

irspcf i r r st y b^TtR 99 C9 99 ti ^trs <*n 91 9M9tr*f9 4^*0^ 91 

9T9Tf9 9p?^5 99 I <3*ftC39 ^t9t^91 ftCb bt? C9 9t9tOT 4 ^ftn 

?ft9 gtPT9 4^^3 C^t9f ^ 9tC^ 9t991 99T9^ 9<f # < t*l '3 997197 4> 
99T99 firft? 945 4Wt9 I *ttC^ ^1991 C9 9t9 4 9tT99 C9t9» 4 *to 

9199779? ^T91 ^ft3 I 91? 9t99t799 9?T9 ftftb C9 91TOW 75 C=fl9 ftf? 
919991 9t^, 91 ft^ 91997199 9t^ I 75t9 ^9J 919 91? OftC? 9C9 ftffe 
C9 ftfC9 999 C9 C9 9^99! 999 9*?Vfft *3^1 91 999, 49^ 91 CTlC? ^*99 
C99 'QtoF 9tt99 91 I 

Or. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK : 9f9^t9 9*99ff 9 ^7*19, MW1 

^9^91*1 91 9 C9 C/tI99 4?t 4 C99C*< .937^9 97CWCfe? 9^51 K*TO 'GtT59t9 H 
4479^7? C99C9 9tC^ TOl ftf ^tC97591 9^91 ^91 I V199 tfTJPf ITt^tTCI 
9ft 4? TOTi C9OT 99 C9, ^999? '&<&*$ 4^7 ^'C?Cf9, 9ltC>fttff *3< 
C9«$ 4V97 «r|#7— 
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Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: I would request you not to make any 
reflections on the discussion which has taken place so long in this 
House. You please go on with the subject matter of the motion under 
discussion. 


Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK : hto 4?jv£ CH sfaHI 

Hft ’N'T HtTWfe HTO ^TOtEHl H^HTO CHlH H#|H TO9i HHI 

rrr w* f%| hto cTO hhi r?< sriffarn fanes i n^t esr? 

<Htfa HTO ^ 4? a, wtm Hffft fag HTO Ft? HI, TOH' £H c k^ $ fag 
HTO 51* HI I 'HPTO* w-f/ Hit HSt-fa 4HH|H <71? "Devil of the 

Tamarind Tree”* HtHfkHH ! ^tHlH TO r?T or? devil of the 

tamarind treeH influence 4H HTHT fofa HOTO/'I l HTO'? 4? H tsf gl t cu pf 
HtSTf TOTH CH? devil of the tamarind tree. 'StH hH5? ch? devil of the 
tamarind troo^T Excise I)opartment4H CHHT3 ^ttfe I 

wm hh f hhh H f e?r faror, ^rtfsr 4^r faro h’ch cm h^hh i 

hihtoIh rnmni chh och to ^rtfa, ^h fen ch? wTOttH hmchh 
fawn hi ^row 'sHTOmfr <? toh orim, toh fro ®#fTO 

rm w *hi frofe i fafa^kror fatfarfcn hhhih ra nte?, 

^HtHftHH HlCVcS OffefaHtH §*tH feSfr j spirited medication 

tH-8CHl <HvfK oth alcohol4H tfTtfm'H JS CH^faH 4^ 

duty tt? I "HtTOn 'StH ^t*F*JT STHH CH, tincture iodine 4H 5- 
HlHTHI &TH «tTOTl (TO Hfa <5fH STO duty TtfTO HI TO I CHfr 

'HtHHI VSH 4fawtH Vf$TH HH, sfaHHHHS (Tfft 10 <HtHm<7FCHH| Port Wine 

at fafanfr vrf^F *m ^ h^hi sir, 4Hi hTh otochh *rm 

V frmn c>rfcm nfa duty h^th hi ^ho/ck, frfam ^3^1 1 4 ? hh^- 

strn tfr^rmr^r ^fhr fafan top? fiksm hi farfafr hi cnfrod^ fatfafc 

at afrocfe Rfk&n sen fro/o^fi, ^0 fn#t y’$ 

CH 4^tH 10 <3 ffHI I/O ^THpT CHt^H feft I ! ^R*fT 4f^H f^r CHtH suggestion 
OfSHl Hvfl | CWHHotTH ^|4<i ^ ^TT5 HCH CH oFT suggestion 

<?1$ devil of the tamarind tree (?fal ^7«1 ^RTH Hi I ^ 

HTO ^ ^TTOH 4^ CHTHCHH T v f1 I ^ WHfHl OTHl TOT? ipr«f 

HI w, m ^rmtCYH Hf HTH1 ^tTOH ®tH f^TH HCH ^TOH. ^tHI 
TOCHtPPSI H^CHH HI ^'CTOH ^tHl CH demand^ TOCHH m & 1TH, (7T- 
tpr 6 ! w, ^mr^i hi? hi ^’hthhi ^th t hihth ^sth rro 4 ?ch, 
Exoise4H HtTO '^HTHH &HTH, spirited medicine4H STOf fttEtCH ?5TtfHH 
STO Hi spirit camphor4H STO CH HTO feTT^T HI CH^f% 

^rfkn $fcr chshi frors tfTHT^H 1 4?5Jth tth fir ? $hchh 
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tftT I Alcohols m ^PT C^fR WF *TCW 

t5i pr£f? *pr tw ?fR i srtft *8 i 

vjfa *W prohibition^ ^‘41 — ?1 T*R 
(Tift 'SI^TR ^TR C3 RK <^R, R 5TO ffa <3tR 

?ft R1 R, 4 \5tft RR, *H*tR Wtf W, feT <7# TNT1 #J1 
prohibition^ F^fT I RttJWft O&RI, CWR 43 C^Tt ’psfTfa 

yrcRpr ^rtpf? tffft fafaR r c$*nn ftro, ?rt*r* stf csffin ftcwr^Ni 

?R (TfttR prohibition RtR C^^PT SRS R, ' 3 TfWI 4^frl ifW 

^■Rfe i ^artfir RR ^ m ^r R, *tf*R tr 

industrial areaOS ’3fT*R, (Tf^ttR > f i i I? 1 C*Kl ?tR R» '^Tt^Rt^l fa 

^TR I ^3 *ffal ?1 RtR ffatt R, tffal ^ RtR 

C^fC5^- — fal ^tTS/tfr fa 4^41 *tt*t , ®ftR. 4* iftm 3 TR? ^ Rttf *fM 
<BTl^ R, 3ttl *T1 RtR C^tR 5 ? ^TRl <7ffa undo <7 r ’ 3 TR 4<* ^TtTtm 4$ 

SR*fT ? 4R ofaTTRtf TTR RR *fa3 ^ R ft I 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Mr Deputy 

Speaker, Sir. The Go\ eminent of the present day have been charged 
with want of poliev. and the irony ol it is that this charge has been 
made by Maulvi Hafizuddin Chuudlniri. and the debate from that side 
has been concluded by Dr. Abdul Motaleb Malik. Doth of them belong 
to the Muslim League and only L* months ago they represented the 
Government that carried on the administration and also guided the 
policy on Excise matters for 4$ years. I cannot understand how they 
can charge the Government of the present day with any want of policy. 
It does not fall with any grace from the mouth of those who have 
supported the policy of the previous Government. 1 he present policy 
is their policv because this Government had not had time to deviate 
from the old policy and launch anything new. They have based their 
criticisms on the figures of the budget, hut 1 submit that this budget 
has been framed on the revised estimates of the year 1941-42, the entire 
portion of which was administered by the then Government which now 
represents the main opposition. 1 mean the Muslim League. So they 
cannot find fault with the figures of the present budget which has been 
based upon the figures which have been taken from the period of their 
administration. Rut I have to dt*al with the criticisms that have been 
levelled against the Government from the Gongress Benches. Sir, from 
my opening speech the members from that group might have concluded 
that we have followed and wc shall follow the policy of the past 
Government. It may tell them that this Government is not going to 
do so. 

Sir, total prohibition was the policy of the past Government and 
total prohibition is also the policy of the present Government. But 
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while the previous Government in the name of total prohibition did 
almost nothing to give effect to that policy, this Government is going 
to take up that work in right earnest 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Then why did you not intro- 
duce it in Chittagong and Tippera? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: I have already 
said in iny opening speech that ■we are going to stop ten shops in the 
district of Tippera out of a total of fourteen. But I must tell my 
friends opposite that immediate total prohibition which is their claim 
is not a feasible measure at all. (Loud noise and cries of “Oh! Oh!’* 
from the Opposition Benches.) 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER. Silence, please. The Hon’ble Minister 
must be allowed to speak without disturbance. 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: I may tell them 
this much that this Government will give effect to prohibition as much 
and as fast as possible. Considering the difficulties that lie ahead it 
does not sound well to urge for immediate total prohibition. I would 
humbly ask my honourable friends over there to consider whether total 
prohibition cun be introduced all at once. It, has not been successful 
even in some of those provinces where it had been already introduced. 
But T can assure the House that Government will push on in right 
earnest with the policy of prohibition and will, wherever pONsible, 
close down shops and will also see that no new shops are started. We 
will apply our mind most earnestly to this very important question and 
1 hope we will be able to do something substantial. 

The motion of Maulvi Hafizuddin Choudhuri that the demand of 
Ms. 21,80,000 for expenditure under the head “8 — Provincial Excise” 
he reduced by Its. 100 was then put and a division taken with the 
following result: — 


AMal Alll, Maalata IN. 

AMal Hati, Mr. Mina. 

A Mai Naklai Vlkraa^art, Maahri M. 
AMal Ha«M, Mr. A. M. 

AMD Karl*, Mr. 

AMal MaJM, Mr. tjM (NtakhaH). 

AMal Matalal Malik, Dr. 

AMiNa-A! MakmM, Mr. 

A Mar Rakauw, Kkaa lakMar A. P. M. 
A Mar Raft ana MM*!, Mr. 

AMar Raaaftlft Mala w i *. Mr. 

A Mar R aaftaM , Maahrt M4. 

AM* IkaftaM, MftaMi Mi. 


AYES— 41. 

Akal Haaaia AkaMi, Mr. 

Afcawi All HrMka, Maalvl. 

Aftawtf Haaata, Mr. 

Raatrjaa, Mr. IlMatk. 

•aaarfaa, Dr. laraaft Ckartra. 
BaaarH, Mr. P. 

Dai ftapta, Dr. J. M. 

DaMa, Mr. OMraaira Ratk. 

Dalai, Mr. Naraaftra Ratk. 

PkiDfti Ran MawMa ry , Mr. H. 
PMal QaaMr, Kkaa Baftaftar Mart* 
Pttiar Raft ana, Mr. (Da a*). 

Mar Raftan, Mr. (Mpaantafft). 
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HildMi Cluftirl, Raalfl. 
NiMWaMOAknH, Kkii Sahib. 

MaliMil Aimak, Kbaa Babakar Maalvi. 
Haiti, Hr. Rlkanja Bchari. 

Hanirukkla Akbank, Maalvi. 

Nvbammvk AJi, Kbaa Babakar. 

RakaaaU larall, Maalvi. 

Mahammak MMItai, Kbaa Babakar Dr. ftp*. 
Hakbvrjl, Dr. Iharat Cbaakra. 

Mulllck, Brijat Aibutaah. 

Naaarullab, Navabzaka K. 


Sarfaiakkfa Kkvaja ilr, K.B.I.K. • 
Rtf, Mr. Kamalbrithai. 

Ray, Mr. Klraa laakar. 

•aHai, Mr. b. A. 
laayal, Dr. Naliaabtha. 
bca-Bupta, Mr*. Nalli*. 
tarajal latam, Mr. 

•hahabakkla, Mr. Kbaaja, C.B.E. 
Dab a, brijat Maalakra Bhutan, 
bar, Mr. Naraakra Kaaiar. 

Yaaaf Alt Cbaakhury, Mr. 

NOES — 101, 


Abkal Haiz, Mr. Mia. 

Abkal Haaiik bbah, Maalvl. 

Abkal Wabab Kbaa, Mr. 

Abkar Raat, Kbaa Babakar tbab (Raagpar). 

Abkar Razzab, Maalvi. 

Aba Hawaii barfcar, Maalvi. 

Abal Fail. Mr. Mk. 

Acharyya Cbaakbary, Maharaja baibl Kaata, at 
Muktagacba, Mymvntingh. 

Ahmvk Kbaa, Mr. bytk. 

Aaiinallah, Khan bahib Maalvi. 

Aaiir All Mia, Maalvi Mk. 

Aaimukkin Ahmvk, Mr. 

Aibar All, Maalvi. 

Baaarjvv, tbv Hon'blv Mr. Pramatba Hath. 

Baaarji, Mr. batya Prlya. 
karat All, Mr. Mk. 

Barma, Baba Prvmharl. 

Barma, Mr. Paipajit. 

Barman, Baba bbyama Praiak. 

Barman, tbv Han'bl# Mr. Upvnkn Nath. 

Bata, tbv Han’blv Mr. bantvib Kumar. 

Birhmyrv, bir Hvary, Bart. 

Bitaraa, Babu Laktbml Narayan. 

Blawaa, Mr. Rasib Lai. 

Bltwai, Mr. barvnkra Nath. 

Chckrabarty, Baba Narvnkra Rarayaa. 

Cbaakbari, Rai Marvnkra Nath. 

Cbippaakalo, Mr. <1. W. 

Da*, Rai bahib Aaakal Cbaakra. 

Daa, Mr. Maamabaa. 

Daa Bapta, Baba Kbagaakra Nath. 

Daa Bapta, brijat Naraakra Rath. 

Datta Bapta, Milt Mira. 

Datta Maxamkar, Mr. Nlharaaka. 

Ikbar, Mr. Ilpaakraaatb. 

Faztvl Map, tba Haa’bta Mr. A. K. 

Bbvav, Mr. Atal Kriihaa. 

Btaaakkia Ahmvk. Mr. 

Batam Rabbaai Ahammak, Maalvi. 

Baiam barwar Hacaiai, Mr. bbab byak. 

BrifMba, Mr. 0. 

Bapta, Mr. k. N. 

Baring, Mr. DaaMar btagb. 

Byaaakkta Abawk Cba akba ry, AlbakJ. 

MaMbadab, tba Naa’Ma Ravab Babakar K„ at 
Daaaa. 

MamIMaa, Mr. K. A. 

Kaaaa AN Cbavkbary, Mr. Byak. 

Maaaaarramaa, Maalvi Mk. 

Mibim AN Kbaa* Tba Maa*Ma Kbaa Babakar 
MaatvL 

The Ayes being 48 and the Noec 


Haalaa Martbak, Mr*. M.B.I. 

Nat* malty kamakar, Kbaa bablb Maalvi. 

Ikrli Ahmvk Mia, Maalvi. 
kvaab AH Majamkar, Maalvi. 

Kaivm All Mina, bahlbaaka Kavaakab byak. 
Kbaa, Mr. Dvbvakra Lali. 

Kumar, Mr. Atal Cbaakra. 

Kaaka, Mr. Niibitba Nath. 

McPbvra an, Mr. B. P. 

MaJI, Mr. Akvalta Kumar. 

Majumkar, Mr*. Hcmaprava. 

Mankal, Mr. Amrlta Lai. 

Maakal, Mr. Baaku Bakarl. 

Maakal, Mr. Birat Chankra. 

Maakal, Mr. kogaakra Nath. 

Maakal, Mr. Kriihaa Pratak. 

Manirvzxaman lilamabakl, Maalaaa Mk. 
Magbul, Maaain, Mr. 

Mabala, All, Mr. Mk. 

Maakarjvv, Tbv Haa'blv Dr. byamapraaak. 
Morgan, Mr. B.. C.I.I. 

Mvtlvm, Ali Mallah, Maalvi M. 

Mukammak Atzal, Khan Babakar Maalvi byak. 
Mubamawk Ibrahim, Maalvi. 

Mukammak Ithagav, Maalvi. 

Muhvrjva. Mr. Tarabaatb, M.B.C. 

Makbvrji, Dr. N. 0. 

Mullick, Mr. Palia Bvbary. 

Matbarraf Hamaln, Nawab, Kbaa Babakar. 
MufUgaarcal Hague, Mr. byak. 

Naikvr, Mr. Hvm Cbaakra. 

Patting vr, Mr. 8. U. 

Pramaalb, Mr. Tartalcbaraa. 

Rabmaa, Kbaa Babakar A. M. L. 

Rajibakkia Taratkar, Maalvi. 

Ramitakkia Ahmvk, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Dbaaaajay. 

Ray, Mr. Maamatba Rath. 

Ray, Mr. Patirna. 

•akrakkia Abmak, HaJI. 
baayal, Mr. baaaaka lakbar. 
fan, Mr. Atal Cbaakra. 
baa, Mr. Dbiraakra Rath, 
baa, kacaab Cbaakra, Rai Babakar. 
bhabakaB, Mr. 

bbamiaikia Abmak, tba Manila Mr. 
blagba, Baba Kihatra Rath. 

Urkar, Baba Utta Maaka. 

Mart, Mr. A. P. 

Tbatar, Mr. PraaMlba Raajaa. 

Yaaaat Hbu. 

Zamaa, Mr. A. M. A. 

101, the motion w«» loet. 
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The Aiotion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta that the demand of 
Rs. 21,80,000 for expenditure under the head “8 — Provincial Excise” 
be reduced by Rh. 100 was then put and a division taken with the 
following results: — 


AYES— 48. 


Abdul Axil, Maalana Md. 

Abdul Haflx, Mr. Mina. 

Abdul Hakim Vikrampuri, Maalvi Md. 
Abdul Hamid, Mr. A. M. 

Abdul Karim, Mr. 

Abdul Majid, Mr. dyad (Naakhali). 

Abdul Matalab Malik, Or. 

Abdulla* Al Mahmaod, Mr. 

Abdur Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. F. M. 
Abdur Rahman Siddlpi, Mr. 

Abdur Raaebld Mahmaod, Mr. 

Abdur Raahaad, Maalvi Md. 

Abdua lhabaad, Maalvi Md. 

Abul Haaaia Ahmad, Mr. 

Ahmad All Mrldha, Maulvi. 

Ahmad Haaaia, Mr. 

■anarjaa, Mr. Ilbaath. 

•aaerjoe, Dr. laraab Obaadra. 

BanerJI, Mr. T. 

Oaa Qupta, Dr. d. M. 

Oatta, Mr. Dhlranara Nath. 

Oalul, Mr. Harandra Nath, 
farhad Raia Chawdhury, Mr. M. 

Fallal Quadlr, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. 


Faxiur Rahman, Mr. (Daeca) 

Faxlur Rahman, Mr. (Mymontingh). 

Hahxuddfn Ohoudhuri, Maulvi. 

Hamiduddin Ahmad, Khan Sahib. 

Maiti, Mr. Nikunja Bakari. 

Maniruddin Akhand, Maulvi. 

Mohammad All, Khan Bahadur. 

Muhammad lirail, Maulvi. 

Muhammad Siddlqua, Khan Bahadur Dr. Syod. 
Mukharji, Or. Bharat Chandra. 

Mullick, Srijut Aahotoih. 

Naaarullah, Nawabxada K. 

Naslmuddin Khwaja Sir, K.C.I.E. 

Roy, Mr. Kamalkhrithna. 

Roy, Mr. Kiran Banker. 

Salim, Mr. B. A. 

Baayal, Dr. Nalinakaha. 

Ban-Quota, Mn. Nollia 
Barajul Islam, Mr. 

Bhahabuddia, Mr. Khwaja, C.B.E. 

Sinba, Srijut Manlndra Bhutan. 

Bur, Mr. Harandra Kumar. 

Tamliuddin Khan, Mr. 

Yusuf All Choudhury, Mr. 


NOES — 99. 


Abdul Manx, Mr. Mia. 

Abdul Hamid Shah, Maulvi. 

Abdul Wahab Kban, Mr. 

ANur Rauf, Khan Bahadur Shah (Raagpur). 

Abdur Raxxak, Maulvi. 

Abu Hussain Barker, Maulvi. 

Abu real, Mr. Md. 

Asharyya Obaudhury, Maharaja laahi Kanta, at 
Muktagaaha, Mymuuslagh. 

Ahmad Khan, Mr. Syud. 

Aminnllah, Khan lahlb Maulvi. 

Amir All Mia, Maulvi Md. 

Aalmuddln Ahmad, Mr. 

Aahar, All, Maulvi. 

•anarjaa, tha Han 'bis Mr. Pramatha Nath. 

OaaarJI, Mr. Batya Priya. 

Barat All, Mr. Md. 

Burma, tabu Pramharl. 

Bar me, Mr. Puxpajlt. 

Barman, Baku Shyama Prasad. 

Barman, tha Han'blo Mr. Upaadra Nath. 

•nan, tha Man’Ma Mr. Bantash Kumar. 

Blrkmyra, tlr Nanry, Bart. 

Blsuraa, Baku Laksbml Narayan. 

Biswas, Mr. Raalk Lai. 

Biswas, Mr. Burandra Nath. 

Ohakrabarty, Baku Harandra Narayan. 

Qhaudburl, Rat Harandra Rath. 

CMppuadala, Mr. d. W. 

Oaa, Ral BahM Anokul Chandra. 

Oaa, Ral Sahib Klrtt Bbusaa. 

Oaa, Mr. Maaatahaa. 


Das Qupta, Baku Khagsndra Nath. 

Oas Qupta, Srijut Narandra Nath. 

Dutta Qupta, Min Mira. 

Dutta Maxamdar, Mr. Nibarandu. 

Faxlui Hup, tho Hon’blo Mr. A. K. 

Qhasa, Mr. Atul Krishna. 

Qiasuddln Ahmad, Mr. 

Qaiam Rabbani Abammad, Maulvi. 

Qalam Barwar Hasaini, Mr. Shah Byad. 
Qrlfkths, Mr. C. 

Qupta, Mr. «l. N. 

Qurung, Mr. Oambar tingh. 

Qyatuddln Ahmad Chaudbury, AJhadJ. 
Hablballah, tho Haa’bia Nawab Bahadur K., at 
Dacca. 

Hamilton, Mr. K. A. 

Hasan All Chawdhury, Mr. Byad. 
Hasaaussamaa, Maulvi Md. 

Hetkam Ali Khan, Tha Hau*Ma Kban Bahadur 
Maulvi. 

Hasina Murshad, Mrs., M.B.E. 

Hatsmally damadar, Khan Baklb Maulvi. 

Idris Ahmad MM, Maulvi. 
deaab Ali MaJumdar, Maulvi. 

Kaxam Ali Mina, SaMhtada Kawan dab Byad. 
Khan, Mr. D a he a d ra Lull. 

Kumar, Mr. Atul Chandra. 

Kundu, Mr. NUhitha Nath. 

McPharaan, Mr. B. P. 

Mali, Mr. AdwaNa Kumar. 

MaJumdar, Mrs. Memapruva. 

M andat, Mr. Amrtta LaL 
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Mateil, Mr. luki Bvhari. 

Naatel, Mr. BIrat Cluin. 

Mate*!, Mr. 4i(iii4n Nath. 

Mates!, Mr. Kriskaa Prasad. 

Maalraasamaa Islamabad, Naulaaa DM. 
Mattel, Mr. Hasaln. 

Mahtla, All, Mr. Md. 

Muaktrjaa, Tka Hen’kla Dr. 8yamaartiad. 
Marfan, Mr. 0., C.I.E. 

Maslam All Mallak, Maulvi M. 

Makammad Afsal, Kkan Bakadar Maulvi Syte. 
Makammad Ibrahim, Maalvi. 

Makammad Ishafua, Maulvi. 

Makkarjaa, Mr. Taraknath, M.B.E. 

Makharji. Dr. N. C. 

Mallick, Mr. Putin Babary. 

Maakarraff Hassain, Nawah, Kkan Bahadur. 
Mastafaursal Haqua, Mr. 8yad. 

Naakar, Mr. Nam Chandra. 


Pattlnfar, Mr. B. U. 

Pramaaik, Mr. Tarlnlakaraa. 

Rah nun, Kkan Bakadar A. M. L. 
Rajikuddin Taratdar, Maalvi. 
Ramlauddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Dbaaanjay. 

Roy, Mr. Manamtka Nath. 

Roy, Mr. Patiram. 

8anyai Mr. dasanka 8skhar. 
dan, Mr. Atul Chandra. 

San, Mr. Dhiraadra Nath. 

San, Jofaih Chandra, Ral Bahadur. 
Skahadali, Mr. 

Shamiuddin Ahmad, tha Han'kla Mr. 
Sirdar, Baku Litta Munda. 

Stark, Mr. A. P. 

Thakur, Mr. Pramatha Ranjan. 
Yousuf, Mina. 

Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. 


The Ayes being 48 and the Noes 99, tlie motion was lost. 


The motion ol Mr. ]'. Bunerji that the demand of Its. 21,80,000 for 
expenditure under the head "8 — Provincial Excise" be reduced by 
Es. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Kamalkrishnu Ro> that the demand of 

R-8. *1,80,000 for expenditure under the head “8 — Provincial Excise” 
be reduced by Its. J00, was then put and lost. 

Ihe motion of Mr. Sibnatb Hanerjee (but the demand of 

Rs. *1,80.000 for expenditure under the head “8 — Provincial Excise” 
be reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The main motion of the Hon’hle Mr. I pendranath Harman that a 
sum of Rs. 21,80,000 he granted for expenditure under the head 
8 Provincial Excise ’ was then put and agreed to. 


Adjournment. 


The House was then adjourned at 11-35 a.m. till 8-30 a, in. on 
Wednesday, the 11th March, 1942, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on 
Wednesday, the 11th March, 1942, at 8-30 a.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Deputy Speaker (Mr. Sykd Jalaluddin Hashemy) in the Chair, 
9 Hon’ble Ministers and 202 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Arrest of Muslims at Barisal. 

*126. Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: (,/) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(t) whether a number of Muslims were arrested on the lltli 
January, 1042, at Barisal; and 

(i?) whether a number of them were confined in luijat. 

(h) If the answer to (✓/) is in the affirmative, will the Ilon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(t) the number of the Muslims that were arrested; 

(ii) the numbei of them that were confined in Juijat ; and 

(m) the measurement of 1 lie hnjat ? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reasons for 
such arrests and confinement in the hajat? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hoit’bie 
Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq): (a) (i) Yes. 

(ii) No. 

(b) (i) 45. 

(ft) and (in) Do not arise. 

(c) They were arrested for committing an offence under section 
295, Indian Penal Code (defiling a mosque). 
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8YED ABDUL MA4ID; W\U \W WoiAAe 'Munster he pleased 
to state whether these persons were, kept confined in the than£ or the 
lock-np F 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: They were not kept con- 
fined anywhere. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon'hle Minister he 
pleased to state where they were taken alter the arrest if they were not 
kept confined in the hajat or lock-up? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The honourable' member is 
aware that all persons alter arrest are taken to certain police-stations 
and not confined anywhere. 

Mr. ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hon’hle Minister he 
pleased to state how long these arrested persons were kept under deten- 
tion after the arrest ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Alter they were arrested 
the following particulars were taken down- -their names, their fathers’ 
names, their residences, their occupations and their statements — and 
after that they Here let oil with a warning. 

Mr. ABUL HOSAIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister he 
pleased to state the nature ol the defilement of the mosque? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 answered this question 
yesterday, and 1 repeat once ugain the nature of the defilement, namely 
that they got upon the iinwjue and mteifercd with the persons who 
were attending the mosque lor prayer. 


Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Will the Hon’hle Minister he pleased 
to state if the allegation that 29 ol them were kept confined in hajat 
is a fact or not? 

The Hon’Me Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is true that such an 
allegation has been made, hut on enquiry I am told that it is not 
correct. 

Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: The allegation is that one of them 
also fainted in that hajat because the hajat was meant only for 4 
persons and 29 of them were kept confined in it. 
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The Hwrtrfe Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: This is the first time that 
I hear ‘of it, and if necessary I shall make an enquiry. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Just now the Hon’ble Minister 
said that these persons were let off with a warning. Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state who gave the warning — the Police officer 
or the Magistrate? 

The Hon’bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Of course the Magistrate 
was there. They were given the warning bv the Magistrate and let 
off. 


Arrest of Muslims under the Defence of India Rules. 

*127. Maulvi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(a) the number of Muslims arrested, interned and externed under 
the provisions of the Defence of India Rules in Bengal since 
the assumption of office by the present Ministry; 

(It) the number of them that are (1) students and (2) Alims; and 

(r) their numbers referred to in («), district by district? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Attempts will be made to 
collect the informations wanted but they will necessarily involve time. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Dou ble Minister be 
pleased to state when the information may be made available to the 
members of the House? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I do not think it is possible 
for me to answer that question. How can I say that? I ean only 
try and expedite. 

Mr. ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the persons referred to in the question were 
dealt w’ith under the Defence of India Act for their arranging black 
flag demonstrations against the arrival of the Hon’ble Minister and hie 
colleagues P 

The Hoci’bie Mr. A. K. £AZUJL‘HUQs I can Ay frothing till. I 
get the information I want. '’*»* • c i u . 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, in view of the reply given by 
the Hon’ble Minister, may £ suggest that the question be taken as held 
over? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have no objection. 


Serving of notices on oertein persons of Sonaimuri, Noakhali. 

•128. Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state the reason for which 
U persons of Sonaimuri have been served with notice by the District 
Magistrate of Noakhali on the 17th of January, 1942, to show cause 
why they should not he prosecuted ? 

The Hon’ bio Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: In order to allow them un 
opportunity of showing cause against prosecution for activities of u 
prejudicial nature and likely or intended to cause a breach of the peace, 
a disturbance of the public tranquillity and the exacerbation of com- 
munal feeling. 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased/ 
to state what are the activities of these persons which are considered 
to lie of a prejudicial nature mentioned in the reply Y 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 have already said in. 
the reply that the activities of a prejudicial nature are those likely to- 
cause a breach of the peace, to disturb public tranquillity and to 
exacerbate communal feeling. 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Will the Hobble Minister he pleased 
to state if it is not a fact that no meeting was held in Sonaimuri at 
that time P 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am not aware of that. 
If necessary, I shall make an enquiry. 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether it is not a fuct that notices were served on those 
persons only to terrorise them in order that they may not make any 
black Hag demonstration on the occasion of the Hon'ble Minister’s 
visit? 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K* FAZLUL HUQi It seem* that itbe honour- 
able member knows more than I do. « 
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Mr. H, S» 8UHRAWARDY: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
in the notice which has been served, it is definitely stated they have to 
show cause on account of active participation in demonstrations against 
Hon’ble Ministers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have not seen the notice. 
If the honourable member wants, I may call for a copy of the notice 
and then I can answer. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
the notice was dated 16th January, 1942, although the Ministers were 
not expected to arrive before the 20th of January somewhere in Sonai- 
muri. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Till I have seen the notice 
I cannot answer. 

Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Will the Ilou’ble Home Minister be 
pleased to take action against the officer concerned if he finds that the 
notice has been served as stated in the previous question? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: That is a request for action. 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Will the Hon’blc Minister in charge 
be pleased to state whether he will consider the desirability of taking 
suitable action against the particular officer if he has issued such a 
notice? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Please put the question in proper form. 

Dr. NALIHAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, the honourable member has 
put the question in a new form, namely, whether the Ilon’ble Minister 
considers the desirability of taking action. 

The Hon’ble Mr, A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: With regard to the question 
of desirability of taking action, if action is necessary, certainly action 
will be taken. 


Serving of notices on oertain Muslim hotel-keepers and Islamia 
Printing and Publishing Company, of Noakhali. 

*128. Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state the reason why a 
large number of Muslim hotel- keepers of the Noakhali town have been 
served with notices to show cause why they should not be prosecuted? 



1»%- V QtTESTIOKS: 

m i» it * fact th.t a tirail&r notice i*K eerrei tie 1 the 

NoiUmII Ialamia Printing and Publishing Company for print- 
ing handbills under the caption '• sfftwqfl f t ”P 

(c) It so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reason 
therefor f 

1 Tin -Hfll'Wl Mr* A. K. FAILUL HUQl (a) I am causing enquiries 
to be made and will give the honourable member the information called 
for on receipt. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) The local officer is advised that the leaflet is itself actionable and 
in his view the press would appear to be an undeclared press and to have 
consequently infringed the law in any case by printing it, 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALU Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state what was the nature of the notice served on the printing 
press ? 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAILUL HUQl As regards the printing 

press I am prepared to give the information. It is this : the declared 
owner of the press at which the leaflet was printed is dead and no 
fresh declaration has been made. Under the P. and R. of B. Act* 1&87, 
it is an offence (section Id read with section 4) to keep a press without 
a declaration and (section 15 read with section 5) to print at* an 
undeclared press. An undeclared press is also liable to forfeiture 
under Indian Press (Emergency Powers) Act, section 17, for producing 
an unauthorised news-sheet [see section 2 (10) of the Indian Press 
(Emergency Powers) Act]. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Is the Hon'ble Minister aware that 
the notice that was served on the press was not because it was an 
undeclared press but because it was alleged to have printed leaflets 
under the caption “Samajdrohi Senapati”, without consulting the 
District Magistrate? 

Thu Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The honourable member 
may find from my answer that there are two aspects: first, the local 
officer is advised to see if there is anything objectionable in the l&flet f 
but apart from that he has also to see if any offence has been cnm-‘ 
mitted. And, in fact, an offence was committed. 

9 
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Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAROY: What I am asking the Hon’ble 
Minister if he is aware that the notice to show cause on the “Islamia 
Press" was because it printed leaflets “Samajdrohi Senapati”? 

The Hon'Me Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It may be so, Sir, but I 

am not aware. 


Externment order on 8J. Dob Kumar Gupta and 8j. Prafulla Roy of 

Caloutta. 

•130. Babu NACENDRA NATH 8EN: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(*) whether Sj. Deb Kumar Gupta and Sj. Prafulla Roy of 7/B, 
Jugipara Bye-Lane, Calcutta, were served with externment 
order on the 6th July, 1940, externing them from Calcutta 
and certain areas of Bengal; 

(u) whether they were asked to explain their conduct before the 
service of the order or at any later time; 

(Hi) the offence under which they were arrested at Muttra in United 
Provinces; and 

(tv) who authorised their return to Presidency Jail in Calcutta? 

(6) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the said Deb Kumar Gupta 
and Prafulla Roy were brought handcuffed from Muttra to Calcutta? 

(c) Is it a fact that orders for externment from Calcutta and intern- 
ment within Bengal were again Berved upon them? 

(d) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether they 
have been asked to explain their conduct at any time? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the afore- 
said gentlemen have applied for any allowance for them and their 
family? 

(/) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that these two gentlemen have no 
other means of subsistence? 

(ff) Have the Government made an enquiry regarding prayers of 
their allowances? If so, with what result? 

(&) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware how these gentlemen and their 
families are maintaining themselves? 

(t) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of modify- 
ing the orders restricting their movements by allowing them to move 
within the area of any district without the necessity of giving seven 
days’ notice to the district authorities? 
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O’) Have the Government received any petitions frorn^ Sj. Deb 
Kumar Gupta asking for leave to come to Calcutta and passed any 
order thereon ? 


Tfl« Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) (») and (e) Yes. 

(tt) and (d) No. 

(»ti) They were arrested under Defence of India Rule 129 by the 
United Provinces Police in view of activities considered by them to be 
prejudicial and the existence of an order of the Government of India, 
dated 13th March, 1941, directing them to remain within the Province 
of Bengal. 

(tv) The United Provinces Government with the previous consent 
of this Government. 

( b ) I have no information. 

(c) Orders were served upon them on the 8th May, 1941, directing 
them, without prejudice to the order of the 6th July, 1940, to reside 
and remain in Bengal. 

(d) No. 

(e) Yes. 

(/) They were joint publishers of a paper and joint owners of a 
publishing business and Deb Kumar was at one time an agent of an 
insurance company. There is no bar upon their pursuing these avoca- 
tions or otherwise making a living. 

(g) Yes, rejected. 

( h ) I have no information. 

(t) I shall look into the matter. 

(;) Yes, rejected. 


Dr. NALINAK9HA 8ANYAL: With reference to the replies 
regarding the arrests made by the United Provinces Government, will 
the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state whether any initiative wa* 
taken by this Government in those arrests as is indicated in the answer 
(a) (tv), namely, that the United Provinces Government with the pre- 
vious consent of this Government arrested these young men ; and if so 
who were responsible for taking the initiative? 

The Hon’bJe Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I find from the notice, 
dated the 8th July, 1941, that the Bengal Government was not res- 
, ponsible. 
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Or. N^MLIMAKfHA iANYAL: But it is stated here that the 
United Province# Government arrested these young men with the pre- 
vious consent of this Government, 

The Hon f bfe Mr. A. K. PAZLUL HUQ: But this Government did 
not take any initiative. Prafulla and Deb Kumar were externed from 
Calcutta and the industrial areas by an order, dated the 6th July, 
1940. 

They then moved to Bihar where they made themselves objectionable 
owing to communist propaganda amongst the Sonthals in the Sonthal 
Parganas. The Bihar Government moved the Government of India 
for their internment in this province and with our consent orders were 
issued on 13th March, 1941, by the Central Government directing their 
internment in Bengal subject to existing orders and to certain further 
restrictions. They appeared to have evaded the service of these orders 
in Bihar and they were arrested in the United Provinces under Defence 
of India ltule 129 and with our consent were transferred to Bengal 
where orders similar to those issued by the Central Government were 
served upon them by the Bengal Government. Those orders were 
dated 22nd April, 1941. They previously applied to be allowed to 
return to Calcutta in order that Deb Kumar might visit his ailing 
mother-in-law who however was reported to be in no immediate danger 
of death; and against the further plea that they should be allowed 
to earn their living in Calcutta, the Commissioner of Police reported 
that the presence of both these men in Calcutta was not desirable in 
view of their bad records. No ground is put forward which can be 
conclusive in favour of relaxing the order of externment. This is 
dated 8th July, 1941. 

Prafulla and Deb Kumar were joint publishers of “Agranee” and 
joint owners of a publishing business called the “Book Club”; their 
income is uot ascertainable us they kept no accounts; it was not litely 
to be large. 

Prafulla is a bachelor with no dependents. Deb Kumar has a wife. 
Neither is prevented from making a living: and in particular there 
is no reason why Deb Kumar should not continue as an agent of the 
Asiatic Insurance Company unless he has been sacked. We have 
already agreed that there is nothing in the orders of Government or 
auy statements in the House inconsistent with refusing an allowance 
to Deb Kumar. This is dated 4th August, 1941. 

Or* NAUNAK8HA SAHYAL: With regard to answer (6), namely, 
“1 have no information”, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether any attempt was made by him to find out if the statement is 
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correct that the two young men were brought hand-cuffed from 
Mathura to Calcutta, particularly on that portion of the journey which 
fell within this province? 


Tha Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 have not got specific 
information but I may tell the honourable member that the allegation 
made may be correct. I have been told that the hand-cuffing of these 
prisoners is covered by the ordinary rules applicable to prisoners. 

Dr. HALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Tn view of the position explained 
in the note of the Hon’ble Minister, will the llon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what exactly is the position of these two young men 
now for it appears that the Government of India has interned them 
in Bengal and the Government of Bengal has externed them out of 
Calcutta and certain parts of Bengal? Where are they likely to stay 
on? It appears that by the order, dated the 8th of Muv, 1941, without 
prejudice to the previous order of (>th July, 1940, they were allowed to 
reside in Bengal without prejudice to the original order which was for 
externment from Calcutta and Bengal. 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: i agree with the honour- 
able meral>er that from the materials at our disposal it is difficult to 
say what the position now actually is. 1 will look into it and let him 
know. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the ITon’ble Minister be 
pleased to consider the desirability of making an enquiry with reference 
to his answer (h) regarding how they are maintaining themselves and 
their families in connection with the enquiry regarding their present 
portion ? 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 will be grateful if the 
honourable member will put a fresh question indicating the points on 
which information is wanted and I promise that I will give it as early 
as possible. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAU Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
state if he has seen the file where there are at least one dozen applica- 
tions from these two gentlemen during the time when Khwaja Sir 
Nazimuddin was the Home Minister and will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the rejection referred to in (g) and (j) refers to the 
period when Sir Nazimuddin was the Home Minister? 
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The HonWe Mr. A. K« FAZLUL HUQl The dates will show, but 

I am prepared to take the responsibility for any orders passed by my 
predecessor. At the same time, I would like to have definite points on 
which information is wanted and I promise to give the information as 
soon as possible. The honourable member will kindly remind me next 
week. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if, in view of the nautre of the allegation being that 
they were suspected for encouraging Communist activities amongBt the 
Santuls, Government would consider the desirability of revising their 
entire order having regard to the new alliance between the ABCD 
powers under which the Communists are definitely helping the Allies 
in their war effort? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That is more than I can 
say. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
stute the policy? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: We have not framed any 
policy regarding Communist or Axis powers. That is too much for 
Bengal. 


Alleged prevention of certain persons from addressing a meeting at 
Natore by the 8ubdivisional Officer. 

*131. Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN (Dacca): {a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department aware that Mauiana 
Md. Akram Khan, m.l.c., and Mr. A Waseque, were not allowed to 
speak in a Muslim league meeting held at Ohackkoir in the subdivision 
of Natore, by the Subdivisionnl Officer of Natore? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons for such an order? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) This is not a fact. 

(b) Does not arise. • 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWADY: Will the Hon’ble Minister please tell 
us who is the officer from whom he has obtained the information which 
permits him to make a categorical statement that the allegation made in 
the statement is not eorecrt? 
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: How can he say thatP 

The Hon’bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: So far as the information 

is concerned, I will be able to give the information in detail when I 
receive it, but I am not prepared to mention who the officer is. 

Mr, H. 8, 8UHRAWARDY: Is the Hon’bie Minister aware that in 
the application for permission that was made to the Subdivisional 
Officer of Natore, the names of Maulana Md. Akram Khan and 
Mr. Waseque appeared among those who the organisers of the meeting 
desired should address the meeting? 

The Hon’bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The facts are these. These 
gentlemen were never restrained. Maulana Md. Akram Khan, m.l.c., 
was unwell at Natore. He did not go to Chanchkoir. The facta have 
been distorted. The organisers of the meeting did not include the 
name of Mr. A. Waseque or Maulana Md. Akram Khan, m.l.c., as 
probable speakers. Therefore the Subdivisional Officer could not 
include their names in the written permission. It is not a fact that 
these gentlemen were not allowed to speak at Chanchkoir. They were 
allowed to speak at Natore. There was no objection to allow them to 
speak at Chanchkoir. Their names would have been included in the 
list of speakers in the written permission if their names had been 
mentioned in the application by organisers as required by the orders 
of the District Magistrate issued under rule 00 of the Defence of 
India Rules. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Will the Hon’bie Minister please tell 
us wbat is the remedy of this House or of anyone when an officer makes 
a deliberately false statement of that nature? I desire to state here 
that in the application I definitely saw' that the names of Maulana 
Akram Khan and Mr. Waseque were included in the list. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: What is your question? You cannot 
have the name of the officer concerned. 

The Hon’bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQS Sir, I am prepared to 
answer. It appears that there is hardly any remedy against false 
statements, exaggerations and such other things. We have been sub- 
jected to false statements made in ignorance during the last 4 months 
and we have had no remedy. 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Will the Hon’bie Minister 
be pleased to lay on the table a copy of the application that was sub- 
mitted to the District Magistrate for seeking permission about the 
meeting? 
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Thq Hobble Mr, A. K. FAILUL HUQ: I mil ask for a copy of 
the application and if I get it, I will place it on the table ; I have not 
got it in my pocket. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: In order to enable us to ask supple- 
mentary questions after a copy of the application has been placed on 
the library table, will the Hon’ble Minister please allow this question 
to be held over? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: All right, Sir, I concede 
to the question being held over. In that case I would like to know all 
the points on which information is wanted. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : We are very grateful to the Hon’ble 
Minister. 

Granting of family allowances to oertain security prisoners. 

*132. Mr. JNANENDRA CHANDRA MAJUMDAR: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of thp Home Department be pleased to state . 
whether the Government have received petitions from security prisoners 
Babus Ananta Kumar De, Jamini Mohan Pal and Birendra Chandra 
Chatter jee for the grant of family allowances? 

(b) If so, what action has been taken on those petitions? 

(r) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware — 

(i) that every one of them was the sole earning member of their 
families earning not less than Rs.100 each ; 

(it) that they were granted family allowances at the rate of Rs.45, 
Rs.GO and Its. 56, respectively, per month during the period 
of their detention in 1930-38? 

(Hi) that their family circumstances have in no way changed for 
the better since their last detention ; and 
(iv) that owing to their arrests and detention their family members 
have been reduced to serious and critical financial straits? 

(d) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, is the Hon'ble Minister 
considering the desirability of granting them family allowances? 

Thi Hon 1 bit Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Yes. 

(b) Babu Ananta Kumar i)e has been granted a family allowance of 
Rs.25 per month. No family allowance is considered necessary for 
Babu Jamini Mohan Pal as on fresh enquiry it transpires that his 
present detention has not affected the pecuniary circumstances of hia 
family. The case of Mr. Chatterjee is under review. 
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(c) (i) I understand that Mr. Chatterjee waa earning no^ leas than 
Rs.100. Messrs. De and Pal were apparently the only earning members 
of their families but their earnings were almost certainly considerably 
less than stated. 

(it) Yes. 

(tit), (iv) and (d) I have no details of their family circumstances 
when they were under detention before 1938, but I refer the honourable 
member to my reply to question (b). 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Ilon ble Minister 
please explain, if Babu Jamini Mohan Pal is the only earning member 
of his family, then how his detention does not affect the pecuniary 
circumstances of his family ? 

The Hon’Me Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I cannot say whether he 

is the only earning member of his family. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir, that has been men- 
tioned in the answer. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It means perhaps, reading 
the language, that although the income may have fallen, it is suffi- 
cient for the family to carry on. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
please enquire into the matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: W’ith reference to answer (a) (t) 
where it is stated that the earnings of Messrs. ])e and Pal were almost 
certainly considerably less than stated, will the ilon’ble Minister be 
pleased to modify the statement if 1 tell him that to my knowledge 
Mr. Ananta Kumar I)e was earning between Rs. 300 and Its. 400 per 
month at the time of his arrest as Sales Agent of the Cotton Mill at 
Dacca? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have no material* with 
me to contradict the honourable member. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: In the case of Mr. Chatterjee the 
consideration is going on from the time of Eii Naiimuddin. Will the 
Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state when this consideration will be 
finished? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: We will take it up 

immediately. * 
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• Prooettioft with music before mosques. 

• 133. Mr . ABDULLA.AL. MAHMOOD: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether 
the Government have come to any decision over the question of pro- 
cessions passing before mosques with music, specially with reference 
to the processions over which dispute was going on in Dinajpur and 
Budge Budge? 

(b) I)o the Government contemplate any change in the existing 
procedure regarding music passing before mosques? 

(c) If the answer to (/>) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether he is considering the desirability of 
giving an opportunity to this Assembly of discussiag the question of 
music before mosques? 


The Hon’ble Mr, A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Not yet; special efforts 
were made by the District Magistrate in Dinajpur to reach an amicable 
settlement in respect of the Durga and Kali Puja images in connection 
with the Saraswati Puja celebrations earlier this year, but unfortunately 
without success. 

(b) Government have undertaken to consider this whole question, 
but my colleagues and I feel very strongly that any consideration of 
the general question will be greatly facilitated if existing disputes are 
amicably settled without prejudice to a definitive settlement later. 

(e) I should certainly not stand in the way of a discussion of this 
luutter if such is desired by the House. 


Srijut NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister please enlighten this House as to what is the reason, what is 
the necessity for an amicable settlement when the Hindus were only 
practising their legal and customary rights of leading their processions? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That was the point in 
dispute in Dinajpur: I cannot say. 

Babtt PREMHAR1 BARMA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether, if there be no amicable settlement, Government pro- 
pose to do anything in the matter to help the Hindus? 


Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: That is a hypothetical question. 
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Toddy shop In B amok pore Cirolt. 

•134. Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon'ble Minister 
in charge of the Forest and Excise Department be pleased to state — 

(a) the number of existing tari shops in the Barrackpore Circle 

of district 24-Parganas ; and 

(b) the annual rate at which each such shop of that circle has 

been settled in the years (1) 1940-41 and (2) 1941-42 ? 

MINI8TER in charge of the FOREST AND EXCISE DEPART. 
MENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Upendra Nath Barman): («) 9. 

(b) A statement showing the annual rates and total annual receipts 
from each of these shops during the year 1940-41 is laid on the Table. 

The revenue fron^tan shops consists of two parts, namely, (1) licence 
fee and (2) tree tax. The tree tax is variable. The period for which 
tari licences are granted runs from October of one calendar year to 
September of the next. So the total rates and receipts for the yeur 
1941-42 cannot be ascertained until after September, 1942. 


Statement referred, to in reply to clause (b) of the. starred question No 134. 


Name of 
shop. 

Monthly 

fee. 

Minimum 

tree 

tax. 

Total 

monthly 

demand. 

Amount 
of the 
monthly 
licence 
f<M> 

realmod. 

Amount 
of total 
annual 
tree tax 
realised. 

Total 
revenue 
of the 
shop. 


Rs. 

R«. 

Rh 

K*. 

Rm. 

R*. 

(1) Xayabaati 

100 

100 

200 

1,200 

1,210 

2,410 

<2) Chandan* 

260 

125 

375 ] 

3,000 

1,500 

4,500 

pukur. 







<3) Xglpukur . . 

325 

150 

475 

3,900 

1,942 

5,842 

<4) Tittaghur 

420 . 

200 

620 

6,040 


7,440 

<5) Khardah . . 

375 

200 

575 

4,500 

2.403 

6,903 

<0) Sukchar 1st 
Licensee.* 

, 75 

30 

105 

225 

167-1 

120 

346 

167-1 

<0A) Sukchar 

51 

30 

81 

424-7 


724-7 

2nd 

licensee.! 







<7) Panihati . . 

75 

60 

125 

900 

610 

1,510 

<8) Kamarhatj 

250 

150 

.400 

3,000 

1,600 

4,600 

(9) Belghoria 

100 

70 

170 

1,200 

951 

2,151 


• lat lioeneee from 1st October, 1940, to 21*t January, 1941, at Ra.75 per mwima. 
Ra. 167-1 realised during the tari year of 1941 *42. 

t 2nd licensee from 22nd January, 1941, to 30th September, 1941, at Ba. 31 par 

SMoaem. > 
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Raj Sahib ANUKUL OH AH DBA DAB: Will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the# licence fees ^nd tree tax are fixed by 
this department? 

The Hon’bto Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Yes: both licence 
fees and tree tax are fixed by this department. 

Rai 8ahib ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state why there is this variation in tree tax? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: The tree tax is fixed 

upon each tree. So if the number of trees increases, the tax also 
increases accordingly. 

Rai 8ahib ANUKUL CHANDRA DA8: Will the Hon ble Minister 
be pleased to state if it is a fact that although these taxes and licence 
fees are not realised through the shopkeepers, still the shops are being 
given to the defaulting shopkeepers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: In the year 1941-42 
entirely>new sets of vendors have been appointed. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITU Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if there is any communal ratio in the distribution of 
vendors ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Not in the case of 
toddy shops. 


Reoruitment of a Muslim Assistant Executive Engineer in Oontmunio* 
tions and Works Department. 

•13&. Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: (a) W!H the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Communications and Works Department be pleased 
to state — ^ 

(t) the present number of — 

(1) Executive Engineers, and 

(%) Assistant Executive Engineers, in the Public Work* 
Department; and 

(u) the number of them that are Muslims? 

0 (b) la the Hon ? ble Minister considering the desirability of recruiting 
directly an Assistant Executive Engineer from tbfe Muslima in this 
department? 



.QUESTIONS. 


185 ' 


1MM] 


MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble Mr. ShamewMin Ahmed): (a) ft «tate- 

ment is laid on the Table. 


(b) Yes, the question of recruiting another Muslim Assistant 
Executive Engineer in the Bengal Senior Service of Engineers in the 
Irrigation Branch is under consideration of Government. Recruitment 
to the Indian Service of Engineers has been stopped. Direct recruit- 
ment of Asiatics to the posts of Assistant Executive Engineer in the 
Bengal Senior Servioe of Engineers in the Communications and Build- 
ings Branch of the Communications and Works Department is not 
permissible under the existing rules. 


Statement referred to in reply to clanse (a) of the starred question 

No.J3S. 


Posts in the Communications and Buildinqs Branch of the 
Department of Communications and Works. 



Indian 

gervieaof 

Engineers. 

1 Bengal Senior 

1 Service of 

Engineers. 

Electrical. 

Total. 

(o) («) (I) Executive 
Engineer* 

4 (3 are officiat- 
ing an Superin- 
■ tendmg En- 
' gineer and 1 i« 

1 on Military 

Servioe). 

Aft 

13 (2 are perma- 

nent and 11 are 
officiating). The 
eervtcee of one 
permanent Execu- 
tive Engineer am 
placed at the die- 
poeal of the Homo 
Department in 

connection with 
the A. K. P. work*. 

3 <2 perm** 

nent and 

one officiat- 
ing). 

20 

(2) Aeeiiitant 
Executive 
Engineer. 


1 (officiating a* 
Executive Engi- 
neer). 

No poet 



Nil 

XU . . | 

N 

XiT ^ ..1 

• 

AewtUnt 

Executive 
Engineer. 4 

m 

NU „ ..... 

2fU 

Sk. 

‘ *¥ 
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Asts in the IaniGATioN Branch of the Department qf CoiigprifrcA- 
tions and Works. ’ ^ 


1 


Ports. 

Indian 
Service of 
Engineers. 

Bengal 
Senior 
Service of 
Engineers. 

Total. 

(a) (*) (1) Executive Engineers 

10 

1 

V 

11 . 

(2) Assistant Executive Engineers 

Nil 

7 

7 

(it) Executive Engineer 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Assistant Executive Engineers 

Nil 

3 

3 

n 





Dr. NAUNAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to the scandalous 
reply of discriminating treatment contained in the last part of answer 
(6) that there id still permitted a '(grossly unfair and discriminating 
treatment against the Asiatics including the Indians in the province of 
Bengal, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what steps the 
present Government have taken to see that such discrimination is 
brought to an end forthwith? 


The HonNMe Mr. 8HAMSUDDIN AHMED: The honourable mem. 
her knov^s what steps are being taken. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: No, no: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the present Ministry of Bengal have taken 
any steps to see that the original claims of tie Bengalis and Indians 
are recognised by the Government and gfven effect .to forthwith? 

A 

The Hon’tHe Mr. 8HAMSUDDIN AHMED: If the honourable 

member and the House will help us, we wil) certainly do it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL* My qu^tion it what steps have 
been taken. Am I right in presuming then that no steps hit** been 
taken by the present Government so far? 

4 . 

Thi rion’fet Mr. A. K? FAZLUL HUQ: The steps are being taken 
jslowly. 


0f» NALINAKtylA 8ANYA^: Let us understand, Sir, if you have 
taken any steps or not. 
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JN Honlil# Mr. 8HAM8UDOIN AHMED: Up till now no dirfct 
steps have been taken, but the Government do propole to tak* steps in 
the matter if if is within their power under the rules. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL:* Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state under whose authority these rules have been framed P 


Tlli Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: I ask for notice. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon blfe Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that as a result of this unfair discrimina- 
tion against Indians in general and Bengalees in particular, it is very 
difficult for an efficient Bengalee officer to become the Chief Engineer 
in the Buildings Branch and even if he becomes so at the end of his 
career, it is difficult for him to continue^for a long timeP 

-a 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: There are many diffi* 

culties that I know of and you know of. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state when he proposes to come to this House with a specific 
proposal demanding removal of such discriminating treatment? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: When the time comes. 
I cannot tell you when. 

.4 * 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the Government of Bengal considers the desirability 
of demanding of the authorities outside Bengal immediate suspension 
of these rules to enable a united and co-ojierative effort in the matter 
of war, so 4hat there may not be any feeling of discrimination against 
the Bengalees and Indians? 

The Hoo'ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Certainly. These 
things will be considered. No efforts will be spared. 

4 

* Mr; 1TIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: With reference to the statement that 
is laid on the table, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the 
reason why out of 20 Executive Engineers motioned the$e, therein not 
a kingle Muhammadan? 

Tl» Mtn’bJe Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: I cannot say that. 

was no suitable Muhanqpadan candidate and that M Why 
*• apmhlfcent eould be given, 
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' RrtirMNnt oKSwMimMt Mnaato *ft*r 25 y«m of aarvte* " ' 

•13®. Dfo SANAULLAH: (a) Will the Hobble Minister in charge 
of the Finance Department be pleased to state whether the Government 
have accepted the proposal of compulsory retirement of Government 
servants after 25 years of service or at the age of 55 years whichever 
is earlier P ^ jrt l 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, when will it be given 
effect toP ** 

(o) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reason therefor? 


MINISTER in charge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Dr. Syamapreead Moofcsrjee): (a) and ( c ) It has been decided 

not to make eny change in the rules governing superannuation of 
Government servants during the war. 

(6) Does not arise. 


Ral Ml lb ANUKUL CHANDRA OA8! Has the principle of com. 
pulsory retirement been accepted by Government? * ** 

The Hon’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA3AD MOOKERJEE: No. 

1 , * . i , 4 

f 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALIS When was this decision arrived 
at by' Government? * 

Tha Hon’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Dunn g the last 
month, I believe. I don't remember the date.- 


N tar Constituencies for Jeseore District Board Election. 

•137. Maulvi BERAJUL ISLAM: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Local Self-Government Department be pleased to state 
iPhether the delimitation of new constituencies for the purpose of diretrt 
election to the District Board of Jessore, sinceHhe abolition of the local 
boards of that district, has been completed^ : 

(5) If the answer to (a) is in the~*ffirm&tive, will the Hon’ble 
Ministar be pleased to state whether it has been approved by Govern- 
> ment? 

* * (c) If the answer tsf frf) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state— 

'(if the present Mage of the efid delimitation work; 

(u) when the matter is lively t<fbe completed ; 
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(tit) the total number of seats in the delimited omstituenoies ; 

(tv) the number of them that are to be filled by election; and 
** (t?) the number, if any, to be reserved for the minority community P 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Santoeh 
Kumar Basu): (a) No. 

(b) Does not arise. 

( c ) (i) The proposal for the delimitation of constituencies is at 
present under the consideration of the District Board of Jessore. 

(it) As soon as possible after the receipt of the projiosal by Govern- 
ment. 

(iii) to (v) The information is not available at present. 


District Board Election, Mymensingh. 

*138. Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge #f the jpublic Health and Local Sell-Government Department 
be pleased to stole whether the delimitation of seats in connection with 
the election of the District Board of Mymensingh has been completed!' 

(b) If the answer tp {u > is in the affirmative, will the Hon’lde 
Minister be pleased to lay on the Table a statement showing" the 
constituencies and the number of seats allotted to each Y 

(c) If the answer to (o> is m the negative, will the llon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state when it is expected to be doneP 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state when the election 
ie likely to be held ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BASU: (a) No. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(c) The proposal for the delimitation of constituencies, with the 

views of the District Board thereon, is being awaited from the Com- 
missioner of the Dacca Division. Government orders will be published 
as early as possible after the proposal is received. # 

(d) The election to the District Board will be held after the 
constituencies are delimited by Government r 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AH|IED: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the Government is aware that the prelimi- 
naries for holding the election are in progress? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: It is a matter for the 
District Hoard. I am not aware of it. 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether he is aware that the preliminaries are in 
progress by order of Government ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Yes, I am aware that 

delimitation has been made and this answer has become out of date. 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the Government think it desirable to 
postpone the election till the present critical situation in Bengal is 
•ver ? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U : If there is a critical 
situation in Mymensingh, Government will consider it. The inter- 
national situation will have nothing to do with the election. 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether Government think it desirable to postpone 
the election in Mymensingh on grounds for which the District Board 
election of Noakhali has been postponed? 

Tho Hon'blo Mr. 8AT08H KUMAR BA8U: Yes, if those grounds 
apply to Mymensingh. 

Treatment of an insane security prisoner. 

•138. Mr. JNANENDRA CHANDRA MAJUMDAR: («) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to 
state — 

(t) whether security prisoner Babu Dhiremlra Chandra Ghosh of 
the Hijli Special Jail has developed signs of mental 
disorder; and 

(tt) whether on the recommendations of the Medical Officer of the 
Hijli Special Jail and the Civil Surgeon of Midnapore. he has 
bee u transferred to the Presidency Jail, Calcutta, for proper 
medical treatment ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what arrangements have been made for his 
proper treatment at the Presidency Jail? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of permitting 
him to live in his home amongst his relations ? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FA2LUL HUQ: (a) Yes. 

( b ) and ( c ) He has since been removed to Hie Indian Mental 
Hospital, Ranchi. 

The answer to this question was drafted after the resignation of the 
last Ministry and before the present Ministry came into office. 1 have 
ascertained facts since then. The\ are as follows: Security prisoner 
Babu Dhi rend ra Natli Ghosh (not Dhirendra Chandra Ghosh as stated 
in the question) showed signs of insanity since the da\ of his admission 
to the Hijli Special Jail on loth November 1940. lie was transferred to 
Hie Presidency Jail under Government order No. 17J0H.J., dated 4th 
March, 1941, to be kept under medical observation. Subsequently on 
the recommendation of t he Superintendent, Presidency Jail, he was 
transferred to the Indian Mental Hospital, Ranchi, under Government 
order No. 39df)H. J. , dated 21st November, 1941. 

The question of permitting him to live in bis home under the control 
of his brother was considered but dropped on the objection of the 
Deputy Inspector-General, Intelligence Branch, who considered it 
undesirable to let him free. It appears from the Commissioner of 
Police’s letter dated 29th November, 1941, that the Government order 
No. 393oH.J.. dated 21st November, 1941, directing the transfer of the 
prisoner to the Indian Mental Hospital, Ranchi, was made over to the 
Superintendent, Presidency Jail, on 2oth November, 1941 Presumably 
the prisoner lias been transferred to the Indian Mental Hospital by this 
time. 

Co-operation of various non-official organisations with A.R.P. for Civil 
Defence duties. 

M39A. Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Civil Defence Department be pleased to state 
what do the Government propose regarding the enlistment of the 
co-operation of non-official independent volunteer organisations like the 
Congress Volunteer Corps, the Ramkrishna Mission, the Bharat 
Sevasram Sangha, the Bengal Provincial Students’ Federation and the 
Bengal Provincial Muslim League in the performance of various Civil 
Defence duties? 

(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of permitting 
such organisations to take up ameliorative and humanitarian duties like 
maintenance of First Aid and other relief centres without merging their 
identity into the A.R.P. or Civic Guards Services organised so far? 


MINISTER in charge of the CIVIL DEFENCE DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’ble Mr. Santosb Kumar Basu): (a) Government is convening 
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a Conference of representatives of non-official opinion where the matter 
will be considered. I may add that the conference has been held. 

(b) Yes. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether answer (a) refers to the conference held on 
Saturday, the 7th instant? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Yes. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether in that conference the questions covered by 
question (a) were discussed? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U : It was originally 
intended that this conference would discuss questions raised in question 
(< 2 ). That idea was given up at the suggestion of a very high authority 
in the political field. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state in that view what modification he desires in the answer? 
The answer evidently was drafted beforehand and what is to-day’s 
answer? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: That Committee may 
extend its scope of operations if that is agreed upon. If not, as soon 
as offers of assistance are received from the bodies and organisations 
mentioned in question (✓/), the\ will certainly be considered with the 
greatest amount of sympathy. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if at the conference mentioned he outlined the general 
policy of Government by stating that the need of a unified control 
cannot be over-estimated in these directions and that parallel organisa- 
tions doing similar work are sources of dajiger and consequently there 
would be difficulty in Government coming to a decision in permitting 
other organisations than the A.Ii P. services to manage various 
humanitarian and ameliorative work? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I don’t think that the 
honourable member is at all correct in summarising what I have stated 
and it seems that the error is still persisting in his mind. What I said 
was that unified control over the actual A.R.P. work was essentia] and 
I did not at all refer to other organisations carrying on humanitarian 
and ameliorative work outside the actual A.R.P. work. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if various civil defence duties referred to in the question 
other than what the Hon’ble Minister calls as actual A.R.P. duties were 
the subject-matter of discussion in the conference ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Probably they were. 
Various speakers took part in the conference and they mentioned matters 
which they considered necessary. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Was there any decision in regard 
to any other matter than what the Hon’ble Minister terms as actual 
A.R.P. work? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U : Actually none. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon hie Minister be 
pleased to state what are the actual A.R.P. duties contemplated? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U : I am not in a position 
to enunciate that within the short compass of an aswer to a 
supplementary question. 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon’ ’bit 
Minister also accept the oiler of co-operation from the Hindu Muhusabha 
which my honourable friend does not like presumably when he put the 
question ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: It is certainly 
welcome. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the II on’hle Minister be 
pleased to state if he is aware that question specific all\ mentioning the 
Hindu Mahasabha were also directed and mention was made in the 
conference hut the decision refers onh to such organisations that have 
eo far actively come forward with their voluntary organisations doing 
the work? 

The Hon’blt Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U : I am not in a position 
to apportion credit or blame as between different organisations. So far 
as these organisations are concerned, I shall welcome assistance and 
help from 4II of them if offered in a bona fide manner. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble# Minister bo 
pleased to state whether the actual A.R.P. duties include such duties 
as burial of the dead, removal of the injured, succour to those rendered 
homeless, maintenance of refugee centres and first-aid centres? 
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The Hon f ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: With regard to first- 

aid centres, I think that the A.U.P. work includes that in the casualty 
clearing area. As regards the other types of work, it does not include. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Iv ren the removal of dead bodies? 
(No answer.) 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if we understand him rightly from his answer that 
whereas he welcomes the humanitarian work of non-official organisa- 
tions, their assistance and help, he is not prepared to co-operate with 
them : nor does he seek their co-operation? 


The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U : I did not say that, 
but if there is any misapprehension on the part of m\ honourable friend 
on that score I will try to remove that misapprehension. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it was intended when lie replied previously about the 
actual A IM*, duties that such duties involve work during a raid and 
immediately after a raid? 


The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BASU: 1 am not in a position 
to bring it within the formula of the nature suggested by m\ honourable 
friend. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Pay and prospects of inferior Government servants. 

65. KAZI EMDADUL HAQUE: «/) With reference to the reply 
given to unstarred question No. 28 of the 4th August last, will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to 
state whether the Government has as yet come to any final decision in 
the matter? 

(b) If so, \^hat are their decisions? 

(c) If the answer to clause (a) above be in the negative, will the 
Hon’ble Minister lie pleased to state when the Government expect to 
reach a final settlement in this direction? 
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The Hon’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: (a) Nj. 

( b ) Does not arise. 

(c) Government feel that the present disturbed times are not appro- 
priate times in which to consider the revision of the pay scales of 
menials. 

Ban on Muslim League meeting at Daudkandi, Tippera. 

66. Mr. M. A. H. I8PAHANI : {a) Is the Hon'ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department aware that permission to hold a Muslim 
league Meeting at Daudkandi, Tippera, on the 19th January, 1942, was 
refused ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Ilon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Yes. 

( b ) The Magistrate withheld permission till some subsequent date 
as he considered that disturbances would occur if the meeting were 
held on the 19th January. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister he 
pleased to state when the permission given for holding tin' meeting was 
m i tli drawn ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It appears that in connec- 
tion with the visit of some Hon' ble Ministers permission was sought for 
holding a meeting on the 21st January, but subsequently permission 
was sought for holding a meeting on the 19th but the District Magis- 
trate thought that that might create trouble, and so he withheld the 
permission for the 19th. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Does the Hon’ble Minister mean to 
say that the District Magistrate refused permission for the meeting on 
the 19th lest it interfered with nr lest it caused some sort of diminution 
in the attendance of the audience waiting for the Ministers on the 21st 
January ? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: That question docs not arise. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased 
to state if on account of the fact that the Ministers were expected to 
arrive at Daudkandi on the 21st January, permission was refused to the 
Muslim League for holding a meeting on the 19th January? 
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TIN Han’bl* Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQl 1* I have already stated, 

permissibn was asked for bolding a meeting on the 21st January and 
that permission was given. But subsequently permission was asked 
for holding a meeting on the 19th, and that was refused, but permission 
for that meeting was provisionally sanctioned on condition that it would 
come at a later date. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALIl Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state what was the exact nature of the trouble that was 
apprehended by the District Magistrate on the 19th and why was the 
permission that was granted for the meeting of the 21st refused for the 
meeting of the 1 9th P 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The honourable member 
himself knows what sort of trouble they were creating in East Bengal. 

Mr. RAMIZUDDIN AHMED: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
the convening of the meeting for the 19th was done at the instigation of 
persons from outside the district of Tippera although the people of 
Daudkandi did not want it? 

(No reply.) 

Defalcations in Co-operative Societies in Chittagong. 

67. Maulvi MUHAMMAD IBRAHIM: („) Will the Honble 
Minister in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness 
Department l>e pleased to state the names of the Co-operative Societies 
in the district of Chittagong where defalcations were detected in course 
of last seven years? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state how many criminal 
cases were started in this connection and with what result? 

MINI8tER in charge of the CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and RURAL 
INDEBTEDNE88 DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi 
Hashem Ali Khan): {a) A statement is laid on the Table. 

(b) Six. Four failed, one settled amicably and one is pending. 


Statement referred to tn reply to clause (a) of vn starred question 
No. 67. 

1. Cox’s Basar Urban Co-operative Bank, Limited. 

2. Cox’s Basar Union Urban Bank, Limited. 

8. Noapara-Guira Urban Co-operative Bank, Limited. 
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4. Dabua Co-operative Bank, Limited. 

5. Zomwarganj Urban Co-operative Bank, Limited. 

6. Dharla-Kanungoepara Urban Co-operative Bank. 

7. Purba Sakpura Joutha Bank. 

8. Anwara Joutba Bank. 

9. Azimpur Banskhali Joutha Bank. 

10. Mohamuni Co-operative Bank, Limited. 

11. Patiya Urban Co-operative Bank, Limited. 

12. Chittagong Baidya Brahmin Co-operative Bank, Limited. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the lion ble Minister be 
pleased to state why out of the twelve cases of defalcation detected 
procedings were taken against six only and why is it that even out of 
that six, four cases had failed? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: 

As a matter of fact 12 eases were detected, but as a result of departmental 
enquiries six eases onh were instituted because there was not sufficient 
evidence against the other six. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if any departmental enquiry was made with regard to 
each and even one of these defalcations and, if so, what is the result 
of that departmental enquiry in regard to the allocation of responsibility 
with reference to such defalcations? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: 

Certainly departmental enquiry was made before any action was taken 
against any individual member, and where it was found that there was 
sufficient evidence cases were instituted. So far as the other cases are 
concerned, mils departmental action was taken. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what was tlie result of the departmental enquiry in 
regard to Cox’s Bazar Union Urban Bank? 

Tho Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: I want 

notice. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he knows anything about any one of these twelve 
Bases specifically in which departmental enquiry was made and can he 
enlighten us about the result of departmental enquiry into any one of 

these cases? 
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The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HBM ALI KHAN: I want 

notice. 

Mr, 8yed ABDUL MAJID: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state the names of the particular societies in respect of which 
criminal action was taken out of the twelve? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: I can- 
not say offhand. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he had seen the file before he came to answer this 
-question ? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. 8yed ABDUL MAJID: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
lo state if he is prepared to direct a departmental enquiry to be made 
in each of the four cases which have failed? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: As for 

these four cases, I am sorry to bring to the notice of the House that as 
a matter of fact the accused poisons were the directors and influential 
members of some of these banks, and the witnesses who were under 
•their influence could not be induced to give evidence in these cases. So 
the cases automatically failed, because without the co-operation of the 
village! s and their honesty and integrity it is impossible for the depart- 
mental officers to bring such cases to a successful termination 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to accept this question as held over in view of his unprepared- 
ness, as he has himself admitted? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: I have 
no objection. 

(Accordingly the question was held over.) 


Point of Order. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mr. Deputy Speaker. Sir, may I 
know what arrangements have been made with regard to the Deputy 
Speaker’s position? With regard to both the questions that I raised 
on a point of order as to the administrative arrangements of the office of 
the Assembly Department and also that of remuneration and responsi- 
bility of the Deputy Speaker, will you kindly let me know what 
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arrangements are being made? May I also submit in this connection 
that under the Government of India Act there is nothing to prevent the 
Speaker to hold a remunerative office outside India and at the same 
time continue to be the Speaker of the Assembly? 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I submit that that question need not 
be taken up now. It nun be taken up later on. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 agree with Sir Nazimuddin that it is 
now premature to come to a decision on this question. As a matter of 
fact, I do not know yet as to what is actually the position. First of 
all. a reference will have to be made to the Hon’hle Speaker who is still 
in Calcutta and then a reference will also have to he made to the Consti- 
tution and Elections Brandi of the Home Department. I will consider 
this matter as soon as possible and consult both the Hoti’ble Speaker 
and the Hon’hle the Chief Minister and then after ascertaining the 
actual facts I will give my decision. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will it he possible to give it 
to-morrow ? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I uill try to give my decision to-morrow 
or the da\ after. 1 am getting into touch with the Hon'lde Speaker, 
the Hon'lde Chief Minister and the Constitution and Elections Depart- 
ment and I will give my decision as earh as possible. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Before Mr. Speaker leaves 
Calcutta ? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes. 

DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

10— Forest. 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Sir, on the 
recommendation of His Excellency the Governor 1 beg to move that a 
sum of Rs. 14 .GD.nOO be granted for expenditure under the head 
“10 — Forest’’. 

In moving for the grant it mu\ not be out of place to attempt a brief 
outline of tbe general policy followed by Government in the administra- 
tion of State forest*. Broadly speaking die policy of Government is to 
conserve all valuable forests in order to maintain local and provincial 
supplies of timber and fuel, and to protect tbe countryside against flood 



no 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 


[11th Maich, 


and drought. The sole object with which State forests are administered 
is public benefit. In some cases the public to be benefited is the whole 
body of tax-payers; in others, the people of the tract within which the 
forest is situated; but in almost all cases the constitution and preserva- 
tion of a forest involve, in greater or less degree, the regulation of rights 
and the restriction of privileges of user in the forest area which may 
have previously been enjoyed by the inhabitants of its immediate 
neighbourhood. This regulation and restriction are justified only 
when the advantage to be gained by the public is great; and the cardinal 
principle observed is that the rights and privileges of individuals must 
be limited, otherwise than for their own benefit, only in such degree as 
is absolutely necessary to secure that advantage. The Indian Forest 
Act provides two distinct procedures for the management of forests. 
The procedure under Chapter IV of the Act, whereby forests ar^ 
declared to be protected, is applied where the rights to which the area 
is subject are extensive, and the forest is to he managed mainly in the 
interests of the local community. The rights are recorded and regulated 
in order to provide for their more beneficial exercise rather than to 
override them in the public interest. Chapter II of the Act provides 
the other procedure by which reserved forests are constituted. This 
procedure 1 is stricter and is applied to forests, the preservation of which 
is essential on climatic or physical grounds or to those which afford a 
supply of valuable timbers for commercial purposes. The procedure 
under Chapter IV may also be provisional and introductory to reserva- 
tion under Chapter II. 

Sir, with this observation, I commend my motion to the acceptance 
of the House. 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I)r. Sanyal, I would like to fix some 
time limit for speeches I hope you will not take more than 10 
iuiautes. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: As mine is the first speech I would 
take 15 minutes. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: All right. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I beg to move that the demand 
of Its. 14. (19,000 for expenditure under the head “10 — Forest” be 
reduced by Its. 100. My object is to raise a discussion on the general 
policy regarding forests and forest administration and particularly to 
draw ntteution to the desirability of increasing the facilities for suit- 
able training and employment of Bengalees in the various grades of 
services in the Forest Department, specially in the superior services. 
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Sir, in an atmosphere of complete unreality it is difficult to speak in 
a comprehensive manner drawing attention to the various e$ils and 
various acts of omission and commission in reference to the administra- 
tion of a particular department of Government. Sir, the importance 
of forests in the economic life of the province is hardly realised and it 
is regretted that neither the people in general nor the Government of 
Bengal in particular have taken this matter with as much seriousness 
as it demands. The forests of Bengal are practically the life and soul 
of the province of Bengal. It is on the forests that the question of 
erosion, of flood, of drought very largely depends, in particular in some 
specific districts of the province, and also the valuable commercial 
products that are obtainable from the forests are not sufficiently 
explored to the benefit of the province. We have ranges of forests to 
the north, to the east, to the south and to the west of the province, and 
I submit that it is high time that Government should come forward 
with a definite and co-ordinated policy in regard to conservation und 
regeneration of the forests of the province. 

The Hon’ble Minister has stated in his introductory remarks that 
the policy that the Government follows in the administration of forests 
is “public benefit “ It is too vague an enunciation of policy, for from 
the accounts of revenue receipts and expenditure it appears that the 
forests are maintained more for the benefit of the Forest Department 
than for the public in general. For example, we find that the revenue 
receipts from 1937-38 to 1942-48 budget have gone up from 21 '0 lakhs 
to 20 lakhs, whereas the expenditure has gone up from 1 d *0 lakhs to 
18-7 lakhs. There has been an increase of 4} lakhs of revenue, but 
corresponding to that the administrative department has claimed an 
increase of ‘1 lakhs of rupees and tins has been done as a permanent 
load on the expenditure side, whereas on the revenue side the increase 
is due to temporary accretions due to special orders from the Supply 
Depart nint, and due to general increase of demand for timber j^nd 
higher prices. Sir, we submit that the time has come when Govern- 
ment should appoint a special committee of expert officers to review 
the whole question and determine the entire policy with regard to 
forests in the Darjeeling district, in Chittagong and in Mymensingh 
and Dacca districts as well as in the Sunderhans area and in Western 
Bengal. Sir, in 1988, Government realised the necessity of an 
immediate enquiry into the conditions of West Bengal forests and, Sir, 
in the resolution published on the 2oth July, 1938, Government had 
recognised that there had been a progressive denudation of forests in 
West Bengal by tenants and private owners. The supply of timber and 
fire wood has been in danger, and there was reason to believe that owing 
to soil erosion large tracts of land were becoming poor and almost un- 
productive. There were also reasons to apprehend — the resolution went 
on — that the destruction of forests was rendering West Bengal as a 
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whole more and more liable to flood and drought. Although a com- 
mittee Was appointed in 1938 and the committee reported in 1939, yet 
in the year of grace 1942 we are not aware what steps Government have 
taken to act up to the recommendations of the committee for conserva- 
tion and reafforestation of the Western Bengal forests. 

* The problems connected with the forest administration have from 
time to time been drawn attention to on the floor of the House through 
questions.' So far as I have been able to gather, not being an expert 
myself, these problems resolve mainly under two heads, namely, 
conservation and maintenance and regeneration and reafforestation. 
But along with these there were other questions also which require 
investigation, viz., the necessity and desirability of extending State 
ownership as against private ownership of forests and the question of 
management of private owned forests either b\ the private owners under 
certain restrictions or under certain kind of independent, trusts 
controlled by Government. The other question that requires very 
careful examination is the muchinerv for sale of forest products and 
Collection of various accounts of economic products in the forests. 

The researches on the forest problems also require careful handling. 
So far we have depended upon the Central Government for forest 
researches. It is time that we should do something in the line our- 
selves. This question struck me, particularly in connection with the 
extension of cinchona plantations where, when I had been to the area 
myself 1 discovered that hardl\ an \ well-planned policy w’as being 
pursued in regard to extension of cinchona plantation. The technical 
side of cinchona, the industrial production of cinchona, conies under the 
Industries Department, but the maintenance of cinchona plantation 
and extension ! hereof came under the Forest Department. The Forest 
Department was not directly interested in the financial success of 
cinchona plantation and vet the province of Bengal needed extension so 
bdly. (Fries of “Hear, hear'* from the Opposition benches.) 1 have 
also noticed that large tracts of valuable forest land were given away * 
either on lease or on long term arrangement to parties who are not 
using the forests in the best interest of the province. I have discovered 
that large areas have been leased out to tea gardens and companies that 
have capital from outside Bengal, that have been standing in the way 
of increasing reafforestation and particularly extending cinchona culti- 
vation. Government should come to some decision in regard to these 
matters as well. The question of protection and the question of produc- 
tion — these are, as I understand, two outstanding problems in the Forest 
Department. Some forests are required to be maintained and 
conserved for protection of the people and some others are for com- 
mercial purposes considered to be productive. With regard to these 
two classes of forests, arrangements should be made independently a» 
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far as possible to keep the accounting of these two in different ways, 
so that we can understand the commercial success of the pitiductive 
section of the forests. In course of enquiries into such questions whea 
we discussed these in the Public Accounts Committee, we have dis- 
covered that it is very difficult to keep control over expenditure of the 
Forest Department, because the expenses are trickling through the 
hands of a number of officers staying at different outstations. It is 
also very difficult for the Audit Department to find out how far some 
of the expenses were justified. Arrangements should be made to see 
that where it is a question of productive department commercial* 
accounting are as far as possible maintained. 

In this connection I may refer to the Siliguri Saw Mill. My friend 
Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri is smiling. Every year he had drawn 
attention to the state of affairs in that saw mill leading to a virtual 
subsidy to a most uneconomic arrangement. From last year of course 
the position I know has changed and the Forest Department has been 
able to justify the maintenance of the saw mill. Sir, we would like the 
Government to examine these carefully and to have proper accounting* 
of the saw mill maintained, so that we can understand how far the 
maintenance has been successful on a commercial basis. 

Sir, I would only draw attention to one other matter before I 
conclude, namely, the employment of Bengalis in the Forest Depart- 
ment. I have carefully examined the Civil last and as far as I have 
been able to ascertain, I have found that there is not one Bengali 
Conservator of Forests There are two Conservators of Forests, both 
of whom are Europeans. I have tried to examine the qualifications of 
these gentlemen. It is not desirable for me to enter into that side, but 
I have not been convinced that they are of such outstanding merit that 
no suitable Bengali can be available. Amongst the Deputy and Assist- 
ant Conservators of Forests also there is a comparative paucity of 
Bengalis. 

(At this stage the member reached his time-limit but was allowed to 
speak for one minute more.) 

This deplorable state of affairs has been possible, because there is 
no suitable arrangement for training Bengalis and giving them 
opportunities to be absorbed in higher posts when an opportunity arises. 
Sir, we cl*m that the Bengali brain is in no way inferior to the 
Europeans in the management and handling of plants, as Bengalis 
have shown their aptitute in other fields. We should have ample 
opportunity for developing the resources of the province in every 
sphere of our work and I hope the Hon’ble Minister concerned will see 
that, in future, no other recruitment is indulged in except of Bengalis* 
for the purposes of the Forest Department, 
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Sir, we have also found that there has been careless expenditure 
involved in the matter of movements of the Forest office from Calcutta 
to Darjeeling, and recently there has been also a splitting up of the 
offices. Sir, I am not very sure what assurances were given by the 
Forest Department when the Head Office was transferred from 
Calcutta to Darjeeling. We would ask Government to enquire into 
these questions. 

Mr. Mirza ABDUL HAFIZ: Sir, I beg to move that the demand 
of Hh. 14, 69,000 under the head “10 — Forest” be reduced by Rs. 100. 
The object of my motion is to raise a discussion about the grievances 
of the tenants of the Atia forest in the district of Mymensingh. 

Sir, I am not certain about the boundary line of the Atia forests 
but the forests beginning from Madhupur and passing through several 
thanas of each of the subdivisions of Tangail, Mymensingh Sadar, 
Kishoreganj and Dacca up to Joydebpur railway station umDbteyond 
including the Madhupur forest, Atia forest, Bhowal forest, etc., cover 
over a hundred miles and are next to the forests of Sunderbans. I am 
io deal with the Atia forests only. 

Sir, these Atia forests were notified as reserved forests in the years 
1927 and 1928 and they were treated perhaps as protected forests from 
sometimes before. The forests belong to a good number of private 
proprietors, big and small. They signed an agreement in favour of the 
Government for its management, etc., for a period of ten years which 
expired on the -'list of March, 1941. I am in doubt whether the 
proprietors have signed again for a fresh agreement but an attempt 
was being made by an underhand policy sometimes back by some 
persons of the Department. Sir, to give a bit description, I beg to 
submit that t he Atia forest is scattered over an extensive area of arable 
lauds interspersed with patches of jungles standing as islands in the 
midst of the cultivated fields comprising alxmt a hundred villages and 
the people of those villages cultivate those arable lands. These are the 
facts admitted by the Government in starred question Xo. 241 of the 
September session of 1940 of the Bengal Legislative Assembly made 
by the honourable mover himself. 

But does the Government derive any income from the management 
of the forest? Absolutely nothing, ride answer (h)iiii) of the aforesaid 
question. Government admits that there is no income. So, Sir^ if the 
Government does not earn anything therefrom — what haf it earned 
except want of confidence of the local public in the department for 
unnecessary oppressions? Sir, oppressions and suppressions, omissions 
and commissions have been notoriously inflicted upon the poor raiyaU 
of the locality for this sufficiently long period of time— in multifarious 
ways by instituting criminal cases in criminal courts and by cases 
in local thanas and so on — what for — not infrequently for extortion of 
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money, for illegal gratification. There might have been son* true 
cases blit it cannot be denied that the rqiyuts have got no grievances 
for various reasons. In three years from 1920-28, over 150 cases were 
made by the forest officers against the raiyats and some counter cases 
against the officers by the miyat* though very small in number {vide 
question No. 27, volume 31, No. 1 of 1929), oppressions and extortions 
were day to day incidents. Nobody can swear by putting his hands upon 
his breasts that such oppressions for some fuels, for cattle, for this and 
that do not occur very often even now. I cannot say now how many 
hundreds of cases have been made from the year 1929 up till now, but 
their number is apprehended not to be a few only. 

This can be guessed also from the following staff of the Atia forest 
according to question 20 unstarred of 1929 in the same volume. 


Extra Assistant Conservator of Forests ... ... 1 

Fonest Rangers . . .2 

Deputy Rangers ... ... 2 

Foresters ... ... ... 10 

Revenue Collectors ... ... ... ... 3 

Forest Guards ... ... ... 40 

"Watchers ... ... ... G 

Peon and orderlies ... ... ... ... 7 

Dak wall a ... ... ... ... ... 1 

Chaukidar ... ... 1 

Sweeper ... . . 1 

Clerks ... ... ... ... ... 4 

Majhies ... ... ... ... ... 4 

Boatmen ... ... ... ... ... 7 

Total ... 83 


Their maintenance coat is Rs. 27,273-5. I do not know what are the 
present staff and what are their maintenance charge per annum at 
present. The Hon'ble Minister may furnish the House with that 
information. ^ 

Sir, what will these forest guard*, watchers, peon and orderlies do 
there if they do not sing the chorus of “Shyama Huq Ki Jai” and 
realise some two pice from the poor raiyut* there? 

Sir, I know there are utility and necessity of forests in every country 
in the world for some scientific grounds for proper rainfall in time and 
out of time, for preservation of many trees and plants, animals and 
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animate objects and so on and consequently there is necessity of their 
protection and reservation but I do not find any reason why small 
patches of jungles standing as islands in the midst of cultivated fields 
and such arable lands around it would be limited into the reservation 
area at inexpressible disadvantages to the poor raujaU of the locality. 
Can there he any other ground, somebody may ask, if it be not for an 
evil motive of some oppression and extortion? 

Sir, a similar cut motion was moved for releasing the Atia forest by 
the then Bengal Legislative Council on March 19, 1929 and it was 
passed by a majority of votes in its bureaucratic regime. It was not 
given effect to and has been thrown into the waste paper basket. 

Sir, may we not now legitimately expect that under the present 
so-called national Sliyma-Huq Ministry of Bengal, the Hon’ble Minister 
concerned will declare to-day on the floor of this House that the Atia 
forest in the district of Mvmensingh be released henceforth? 

In this connection I shall wait to see the conduct of the supporters 
of the Ministerial Party who pose themselves to be the “daradi” of the 
poor raii/ntx ? 

With these remarks I commend the motion for the acceptance of 
the House. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, Sir, l have listened to the speech of the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Forest and Excise for the indication of some guidance 
as to the policy which he proposes to follow^ in the administration of 
forests. T congratulate the present Minister on at least some indication 
which he has given in his statement. May T remind the House of the 
speech which was delivered by his predecessor in office, Mr. Raikut, 
who was called the “man of the forest”? Twm things outlined in that 
speech were forest Bchool with afforestation and improvement of forest 
administration. The improvement was confined to increase of protec- 
tive staff hut nothing for increase of forest wealth by reproduction or 
regeneration. So the development of forest or afforestation in West 
Bengul was nil. As for policy, the Bengal Government had none. 
It was drifting at the discretion of the local forest department. 

I will now ask for your permission, Sir, to trace the history of the 
Forest Department right from the very beginning. It waaw a sheer 
unwisdom on the part of the Government of India to create forest 
reserves and to administer them at a time when Government had 
absolutely no knowledge about forest matters and when there had been 
no geological survey. So far back as in 1863 the Government of India 
in order to expand its activities in newer fields created the Forest in 
Bengal. When the idea of creating new departments like the nation- 
building departments of Agriculture and Industries was mooted, the 
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Government of India thought of creating a Department of Forests by 
declaring forest reserves. But, Sir, it is well known to every one of 
us that in spite of our having extensive forests under Government 
control and management in Bengal we have to import timber from 
abroad, especially Burma. Excepting to declare reservation of forest- 
tracts in Bengal, nothing has been done so far for their improvement, 
conservation or exploitation except that the forest people who used to 
earn their living by grazing their cattle in forest tracts and by collect- 
ing fuel wood have been made to pay heavy tolls to the public 
exchequer in return for what they get from the forests. These i>oor 
people have now been put to great troubles and difficulties on account 
of the imposition of such tolls Originally these forest people were 
settled in areas which were then khasinahal areas and the\ were allowed 
to enjoy the forest produce although there was nothing in writing that 
they could enjoy such advantages. The Government of India under 
section f) of the Indian Forest Act notified without instituting any 
geological survey even without any scientific enquiry whatsoever 
certain tracts in Chittagong to be forest areas, the result being that 
the reserved forest area was increased by one stroke of the pen from 
over 1 00 square miles to o\er 1,000 square miles. Then, Sir, in 1925, 
when Sir Frederick Saehse of Land Revenue Commission fame was the 
Collector of Chittagong, he found that there was a constant friction 
between the khasinahal forest authorities and the reserved forest 
authorities, he was pleased to hand over all the khasinahal forests to 
the Forest Detriment. But, no policy was chalked out for the con- 
servation and improvement of forests since the \eur 1803 when the 
Forest Department was first brought into being. 

Sir, I will not try to forget what was or wa> not done in the remote 
past but I will content myself now by referring to what has been done 
and is being done for the last four years. 1 am of opinion, Sir, that 
the Forest Department as at present constituted is incapable of any 
improvement. It has been established as a Department of Government 
only as a show just to be on par with European countries with a Forest 
Department. Here we have a Forest Department only for the purpose 
of deriving some revenue so that it may go to support the Forest 
Department to keep the tenants of Bengal under hardship. In this 
respect, Sir, I endorse every word of I)r. Ka rival that forest is really 
a source of wealth which could and should ba\e been conserved end 
improved if there had been any serious attempt on the part of Govern- 
ment^ under whose care it has been placed. From the year 18fl3 to 
this time, ‘that is, for nearly eighty veers, nothing has been done. 
There is a system of conservation and improvement prevalent in 
Burma with concession to people' even that system has not been 
adopted in Bengal. Even the concessions given by the Burma Govern- 
ment to its tenants and cultivators in forest areas have not been 
extended by the Government of Bengal to its own people. In Burma 
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forest people enjoy the rights of free use of fuel and of pasture land 
for their ‘cattle and there has been no complaint against its tenants 
with regard to the conservation of its forests. But in Bengal for 
even creeper money must be exacted from the poor forest people and all 
sorts of legal and illegal exactions are going on. Corruption is 
rampant in forest areas and there are all sorts of prosecutions, legal 
and illegal. And even with the exaction in the shape of tolls and fees 
the Forest Department is not a self-contained department. It is simply 
like a white elephant. It is only a losing concern and is more like an 
expenditure department without any corresponding income. Up to 
1935-36 the department was being run at a loss, the expenditure 
exceeding its income. It was practically a service department provid- 
ing for such highly paid posts like the Conservator of Forests, Deputy 
Conservators and others, the incumbents of which have been brought 
out from England, having only crude theoretical knowledge without any 
practical idea and past experience. I do not think these people would 
have been able to hold such responsible posts anywhere else except in 
this unfortunate land. 1 hold a copy of the Forest Administration 
Report for 1939-40 and 1 find therein that the establishment charges 
fire more than those for conservancy and reservation of forests. So 
the establishment cost is more than the direct work of the department 
with the result that there is neither any regeneration, afforestation nor 
any improvement in any sphere worth the name. Again, if you will 
go through the pages which deal with Chittagong forests you will be 
surprised to find that the Chittagong Forest Division is being worked 
without there being any working plan whatsoever although the old 
working plan of Mr. (Iowan expired long before. There is no working 
plan. The success of the working in the Forest Department depends 
mainly upon the working plan and you will be surprised to know that 
there is no plan. In the administration report, under head “Manage- 
ment”, under head “Regulation*' and under head “Protection” there 
is no working plan in Chittagong Division. In the Chittagong Division 
a working plan was prepared and submitted to Government in 1931 by 
Mr. Gupta, the then Divisional Forest Officer, but that was rejected 
by the Government. Since then there has been no working plan. 

(At this stage the red light was lit.) 

One minute, please. Then, Sir, I brought it to the notice of the 
old Government that the increase of forest income was due on account 
of forest prosecutions under section 68 under 'which large powers were 
given to Forest Officers. I would point it out to the Hon’ble Minister 
that the old Indian Forest Act cannot be applied to the present 
condition of Bengal. I put a question to the last Minister and asked 
him to bring in a new Bengal Forest Act. I ask the present Hon’ble 
Minister to give his attention to this and to bring in a new Bengal 
Forest Act for running the Forest Department properly. 
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In this connection I would bring to the notice of % Ifon’ble 
Minister that there was a Disforestation Committee appointed by the 
last Government for Chittagong, Sunderhans of Rumpal and Charan- 
dwdp block. I think this Government has stepped into the shoes of the 
old Government and although some of t he members have changed sides 
they would not say that it was not their concern hut 1 think they would 
accept the commitments of the old Government, specially as the Chief 
Minister is there. The Chief Minister knows that Disforestation Com- 
mittee was appointed for some areas of Sunderhans which were only fit 
for paddy cultivation and have no forest value. This was appointed on 
the recommendation of Co-operative Department and the proposal was 
initiated by the former Collector and Commissioner. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER : Khan Bahad nr, (ilease sit down. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: On? minute, Sir. 

I would also draw the attention of the HoiCble Minister in charge 
of Co-operative Department to the fact that the committee so apjxnnted 
has finished its labours after two or three years on the question of the 
release of Rarnpal and Charandwip from the Forest Department. The 
Hon 'hie Minister will find this from his files. But the result was us 
anticipated. The officials went one wa\ and the non -officials went 
another way, and unfortunately one non-official member went to the 
side of the Collector and the Commissioner, although he did not attend 
any enquiry. Although the non -officials were in a monority the Chief 
Minister promised that in spite of the minority lie would give best 
consideration to the minority report. I hope he will keep his promise 
and will give his personal attention to the release of Kainpal and 
Charandwip. I also draw the attention of the Hon’hle Co-operutive 
Minister to this fact. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: I propose to follow the following time- 
table. 

Forest will he guillotined at 10 do. Stamps will take 25 minutes 
and will he guillotined at 11 a. m. Registration will take 00 minutes 
and will he guillotined at 11 30. 

Mr. Datta, I hope you will finish in five minutes. Yes, Mr. Datta. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, T do not like to inflict 
a long speech in view of the unreality of the situation and in view of 
the fact that what I have got to say has been said by the previous 
speakers and specially in view of the inattentive attitude of the members 
of the Assembly. 

Sir, this is a subject which is very important because a large 
revenue con be raised from the Forest Department. Figures have been 



160 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 


[11th Maech, 


mentioned by my friend Dr. Sanya], but, Sir, this is a department in 
which a revenue of Rs. 26,18,000 is expected to be raised at a cost of 
Rs, 18,73,000. If a zemindar whose income is 26 lakhs spends 18 lakhs 
oui of the revenue of 26 lakhs, certainly he is a zemindar who, it must 
be said, is not managing his estate properly. 

Sir, another fact to which I have to draw the attention of the 
Hon’ble Minister is that this is a department in which out of 18 lakhs, 
4 lakhs and odd are charged expenditure. This is much higher in 
proportion to the charged expenditure of other departments specially in 
view of the fact that this is a department which is really manned by 
the white people. 

Then, Sir, it has been properly said by my friend Khan Bahadur 
Jalaluddin Ahmad that this is a department which i9 run without a 
plan. Specially after provincial autonomy has been inaugurated, there 
has been some pressure upon the Ministry in other departments, but 
so far as this department is concerned, there has not been much pressure 
on account of the fact that persons who are interested in this depart- 
ment are few as only Chittagong district, Jalpaiguri district, Darjeeling 
district and some portions of Mymensingh, Dacca and 24-Parganas ore 
really affected. But, Sir, this is a matter in which we ought to take 
much more interest in view of the fact that Government revenue of the 
whole of Bengal can be raised substantially if the administration of 
this department is run with a plan and properly. 

Sir, 1 shall not take much time of ihe House as what we have got 
to say has been said and I hope — I shall not hope in vain — that if the 
Minister in charge of this department takes up the matter seriously, 
then I am quite sure this department can be developed properly. 

Sir, in this connection I would draw the attention of the Hon’ble 
Minister to the fact that there has not been any geological survey of 
the forests. I am quite sure that if there had been a geologioal 
survey, much mineral wealth would have been found in the forests. 

Sir, with these few words I support the motion of Dr. Nalinaksha 
Sanyal. 

Maulvi MANIRUDDIN AKHAND: Sir, I beg to move 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: You better support the motion of 
Dr. Sanyal. 

Maulvi MANIRUDDIN AKHAND: Sir, my motion is entirely 
different. 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: All right, you move your motion. 



1942.] DEMAND FOB GBAXT. 181 

Maulvi MANIRUDDIN AKHAHD: Sir. 1 be* to move tlmt the 
demand ot Rs. 14,69,000 for expenditure under head “10 — I'oftst" he 
reduced by Rs. 100. 

The development of forest industries by the Forest Department is a 
matter of great importance to the province and especially to agricul- 
turists who live on the outskirts of the forests. 

Almost all the provinces have some forest industries from forest 
produces suitable for such industries, such as manufacture from wood, 
paper from baml>oo pulp, matches and boxes, etc., and they have 
engaged experts to find out suitabilities of forest produce for some 
industries. Rut Bengal lags behind; several other industries might 
also be attempted such as making of charcoal, extraction of turpentine, 
manufacture of essences and oils from plants and extraction of gums, 
resins and dyeing and tanning materials. Wooden handles and frame* 
for agricultural implements and furniture can also be made from wood. 

If the new industries can be started or existing industries, if any, 
developed in which culti\ators fan engage themselves they will be 
amply benefited The great number of cultivators have at least 2 to 4 
months absolute leisure in the year. To improve their economic 
condition Government should bring industrial opportunities within their 
easy reach to fill up their spare time. 

Not only the agricultural and lalwmr classes in the neighbourhood 
of the forest will be benefited but others from distant places may 
migrate to industrial centres to supplement their incomes. 

Pressure on land has been so great that the cultivators are compelled 
to migrate even outside the province. If they are encouraged and 
impediments of migration aie removed, tolonies in suitable places by 
the side of the forest may he formed and with State aid and loans forest 
industries can be started and developed. 

With these few words, I commend my motion for the acceptance 
of the House. 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Mr Deputy 
Speaker, Sir, I am grateful to ray friends who have criticised the forest 
budget and have given many helpful suggestions while doing the 
same. 

So many points have been raised and so many facts have been 
mentioned regarding the administration of the Forest Department that 
it will not be possible for me to answer each and every fact and each 
and every point within the short space of time allotted to me and, 
especially, due to another fact, namely, that within the short time I 
have not been able to study all the facts and go through all the reports 
end resolutions and the Assembly questions that hare been referred 
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to by my friends in their criticisms. I shall deal with a few of the 
facts ayd a few of the points raised on the floor of the House to-day, 
but when I do not reply to any point at all it must be understood that 
either I could not gather all the facts that have been stated or that 
I am not conversant with the actual state of affairs mentioned in their 
speeches. I shall humbly ask my honourable friends to put in black 
and white the suggestions and allegations that they have brought 
against my department and give me helpful hints for the improvement 
of my department. I shall be thankful to them for that. 

First of all, the revenue policy of the department has been criticised 
by some. My honourable friend Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta has 
criticised the Forest Department saying that it is not as efficient as a 
zemi Ildar i would have been. I would humbly ask him to consider the 
Forest Department not in the light of administration of private 
zemindaris. The private zemindar exploits the forest for the purpose 
of revenue and (ollects as much revenue as he can, but Government 
does not follow that policy. The policy of Government is the con- 
servation of forests and the administration of the revenue policy in 
such a manner that at no period of futurity the revenue from the Forest 
Department can decrease in any way. On the other hand, the policy 
of Government is to administer ihe revenue policy in such a way that 
with the lapse of every year the revenue of Government increases 
several times when the new plantations under the working plan mature 
after the lapse of a certain period. I may cite only one instance giving 
the present reveuue position. The expenditure has risen year after 
year. At the same time, we should not lose sight of the income t lint 
we have derived from the department side by side. In the year 1931-32 
the revenue was Its. 10,94,000; t he expenditure was Ks. 14,97,000. 
So the income was Rs. 1,97,000. I do not like to deal with all the 
figures year by year, but T would like simply to state that each 
succeeding year the revenue has gone up, so that in the year 1940-41 
the revenue was Es. 20,34,000 and the expenditure was Rs. 18,00,000 
thus giving a net balance of Rs. 8,34,000. Thus, within the course 
of these 10 years, the revenue has been increased by four-fold by our 
new working plan that has been adopted everywhere and in every part 
of the forest that is administered by Government. We expect that 
when the new plants that we are now generating will mature we shall 
get at least 100 times the revenue that we are getting from such forests 
now. So, the revenue policy of Government cannot be compared with 
the revenue policy of a private zemindar. 

I have been told in the course of this discussion that Chittagong 
has got no working plan. I have enquired into the matter and I am 
in a position to say that it is not correct. If I find that there is no 
working plan, certainly it will be the first and foremost duty of this 
Government to see that a working plan may be made immediately. 
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I can only say that we have a working plan for Chittagong forests just 
as we have got working plans for every other forest under ouf manage- 
ment. 

As regards Atia forests one of my friends has said that Government 
should release them. I shall mention a few facts and circumstances 
about that. The reservation of Atia forests is possible in the interest 
of both tenants and landlords. So far as the interest of the landlords 
is concerned, it may he noted that this forest was declared to he a 
reserve forest under the provisions of section -10 of the Indian Forest 
Act at the request of more than two-thirds of the proprietors. The 
term of the present agreement with the proprietors expired on -fist 
March, 1941, hut the proprietors are renewing that agreement for a 
further period of ten years and pending a final settlement about renewal 
the present arrangement will continue. If the intere.st of the land- 
lords is at stoke, they would not have allowed this Government to 
renew' it for a further period. As regards the tenants, T may j>oint 
out that !>efore reservation of the forest, a Forest Settlement Officer was 
appointed on 19th June, 19^7, under section 4 of the Indian Forest Act 
to enquire into the existing rights of the tenants. 

So, whatever rights the tenants had, before the forest was taken 
over by Government, are intact and cannot be taken away by Govern- 
ment or by the officers of Government. The difficulties that arise 
in connection with the objections and criticisms lnvelled against, 
the Government in the matter of administration of forests are due to 
certain facts which 1 may mention. Before the forests were properly 
managed, the tenants that lived b\ the side of these forests had 
unlimited use of the forest produce. Formerly, we allowed this sort 
of abuse of the forest and of foresi produce. (VrtainK no forest can 
be improved and maintained under such conditions. It lias been proved 
by examination in various localities. If Government want to preserve 
and maintain the forests not onl\ for the benefit of the present genera- 
tion but also for future generations, then those rights which the 
tenants had previously enjoyed must he curtailed and this curtailment 
is neeessan in the interests of the forests and in the interests of the 
province as a whole. 

If there are any general grievances felt by the tenants living by 
the side of these forests and if there are any oppressions practised upon 
the tenants by the Department or Departmental officers, I give this 
assurance that if they are brought to my notice, I shall enquire into 
the matter and if I find that the tenants are really subjected to 
unnecessary zulum in any direction, I shall try my utmost to remove 
them. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 9ANYAL: Sir, before you proceed to put the 
motions to vote, I would like to be enlightened about one thing 
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referred to by the Hon’ble Minister in his reply. He said that the 
forest income would go up by a hundred per cent. We find that the 
maxi m uni yield in 1937-38 had been Rs. 33,45,000. We have so far 
not readied even the maximum yield and this year the budget figure 
is Rs. 20 lakhs. I would like to be enlightened on what figure he 
based his statement that the income would go up by one hundred per 
cent, which would mean about Rs. 33 crores on the basis of 1937-38. 
Wild statements like that are not helpful. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanya 1 that the demand of 
Rs. 14,69,000 under the head “10 — Forest” be reduced by Rs. 100 was 
then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Mirza Abdul Hafiz that the demand of 
lts. 14,09,000 under the head ”10 — Forest” f>e reduced by Rs. 100 was 
then put and lost. 

The motion of Maulvi Maniruddin Akhand that the demand of 
Rs. 14,69,000 under the head ”10 — Forest” be reduced by Rs. 100 
was then put and lost. 

The main motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Tpendra Nath Barman that a 
sum of Rs. 14,69,000 be granted for expenditure under the head ”10 — 
Forest” was then put and agreed to. 


9— Stamps. 


The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, Sir, on the recommendation of the Governor of Bengal, I 
beg to move that sum of Rs. 4,75,000 be granted for expenditure 
under the head ”9 — Stamps.” 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Sir, I beg to move that tbe 
demand of Ks. 4,75,000 under the head ”9 — Stamps” be reduced by 
Rs. 100. My object is to raise a discussion about tbe commission paid 
to vendors of judicial and non-judicial stamps. 

Sir, tbe commission that is paid to tbe vendors of judicial and non- 
judicial stamps has been reduced to such an extent that many of tbe 
vendors bad to discontinue their profession. There has been a conse- 
quent inconvenience to the public in general. In tbe mofussil it is 
not possible to find any stamps for daily requirements and people have 
to go to distant towns only to secure stamps from district or subdivi- 
sional headquarters. Nowadays there are Union Courts, Union 
Benches, Debt Settlement Boards and sub-registry offices all over the 
mofussil areas. 

Court-fees are necessary for filing applications before Debt Settle- 
ment Boards, for filing suits before Union Courts and for filing for 
processes in Sub-Registrars’ offices. But no court-fees are available 
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in the mofussil in view of the fact that many of the vendors have given 
up their profession. In the Civil and Criminal Courts of the subdivi- 
eional headquarters and also in munsifis court-fees run sliort on many 
a day, and applications for suits cannot be filed for want of 
court-fees. In such cases, the Courts have to he approached for 
accepting applications on a written guarantee by the pleaders or 
inukhtars that the court-fees will he supplied as soon as available. 
Then, Sir, there are other difficulties which we have ourselves experi- 
enced in Subdivisions] Courts, that court-fees cannot he had from the 
sub-treasuries on all days even for filing applications for suits before 
Courts, in view of the fact that there are only three days fixed for 
vendors to get court-fees. So, unless the number of such days are 
increased and also the commission paid to the vendors are increased 
this difficulty will continue and also it will not be possible to 
obtain court-fees in mofassil areas and towns. So, 1 appeal to the 
Hon’ble Minister to kindly see that the commission paid to the 
vendors is increased and the days that are fixed for the ohalan of the 
sale of court-fees are also increased. With these words, Sir, 1 
commend my motion to the acceptance of the House. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, Sir, the sale of non-judicial stamps is the main question that 
has been raised by the previous speaker who has also referred to the 
commission paid to vendois in respect of judicial and non-judicial 
stamps. So far. no complaint has reached Government with reference 
to the sale of* these stamps or with reference tu the commission given. 
If the honourable member thinks that there is any trouble or difficulty 
I shall certuinU he pleased to enquire into the matter. 

The motion of Maulvi Muhammad Israil that the demand of 
Rs. 4,75.000 for expenditure under the head “0 — Stamps” he reduced 
by Rs. 100, was put and lost. 

The main motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Pramatha Nath Bu tier joe 
that a sum of Rs. 4,75,000 he granted for expenditure under the head 
‘‘9 — Stamps” was then put and agreed to. 


11— Registration. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, Sir, on the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor 
I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 10,57,300 he granted for expenditure 
under the head “11 — Registration.” 

Maulana MD. ABDUL AZIZ: Sir, I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 19,57,300 under the head ”11 — Registration” be reduced by 

R«. 100. 
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4* ### rjm *rtOTt? $mj rm ?tRi otot c?ftt|*R ftstitf ot- 

C7fa$f? faCOTt T7CA COT OTRl *ftt wRl (^fatt OT7OT? 

tff% ??t?7 ^rot *rf?OT Rtc? ^ptc&v i ^riirr *tft ^?«t '4 ?ca OTmn 
07tC? AtR? *rf «T7t? 7’tA ?ftA OTCSR, Rtfr OTl OTT3 At COT 

OTC?ft§t? 3)T*r fOTN ?RRR ^1 I AfrOT *Ttft ''tA c fRC c i>? OTC?ft§t? 
fOTtRt? Cl fOTsft ^TCW At *tc? CtRtfa I 

Qualifications for recruitment (showing rules for appointment in the 
Registration Department). 

(i) They must have passed tlie Islamic Matriculation and Inter- 
mediate Examinations, or the l.A. or the I. Sc. Examination of the 
Calcutta University or the corresponding examinations of any other 
recognised Indian University, or have qualifications declared by 
Government to be equivalent to passing such examinations. 

(//) They must have passed the higher standard or the final 
examination of the Arabic Department of a recognised Madrasah, and 
have sufficient knowledge of English for the proper performance of 
the duties of a Sub-Registrar. 

ot, *wr c*r*fi ?tm c? cot c=fT?rft ot??i mSrr zrtsun *ttt 

*'CTOpT 41s ^ (OT71 ^0 SR t&Pft fat? *TW TTOT, 411 #n 

AR otr S'sitf t wtm), At m 4«rtR tom ?cot or At?i OTt?ft|t? 

7CA <1tC?*f, fftl OTOT f?OT AtCOT 4$ fay? 7 SOT <3pT7t? COT ?fes OTl 
7TO I *fA 8 ?OT OT< OTofr? *f?R ^tftOTOT OT fopr c«rfsn:|*R fostCOT 
^nft ftRR, tffA ?'v?? C^tC? R^Tot OTT?!^ direct appointment 

41 W1J Iffttl tffA!ffA fOTfTOR ; 4OT ft 4?Rt? *ttff ftffcil (cOT 7? 
At? OT«t OT v C?) WOT OTR ? ? R%OT Cl Vtfl oUbft OTOT 

OTT?ft^t^t f*TR faOT I fAfa OTtfaRR ^OTt? direct recruitmentij 

OTl OT? Atm 117 COT 4*SR R>f\ot OTOT vtft COT I At?OT fOT? 
OT fOT, OTOT OT OT, ?<,OT? OT ?OT *tfA?tf7A 7*?1 8 ?OT OT C^, 
Pro OTr ftf$ 7> *1, RtHtCOT AtRtT "OT ft$$ V|5T I 

OTfR 7ft OT1OT AR-AtCA? tffA^lA fOT%OT, ftl Rt^fot 7tC77COT 9RI 

ftj$ taot fai 

OT, ntOTftJt? ft AtC? far? ?Rl OT V OT i (^) direot 

appointment ?l 'stA^'R^ COT I ?A RR (Rt^ C?S?1 7? At? 20 per cent. 

COT direct appointments <R371 7?; (^.) At? ^tOT ^OT Jth (?) Inspector- 
General of Registration^? nomination^ RS?) 7?, ^t? ?1 

60 per cent. R Divisional CommissionerCOT nominationil <R0?1 7? I 
ftl 4$ 7AANT Rtsfvat 7tC5'??l ’ttRIR I.-G. R.^? nomination, 
’ttTRR Commissioner^ nomination, ’ttW direct appointment. 
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& to *fTO tos' 1 a tot 

pctoT *WM *t* i 05 $ faft toi* «Rr, cstfc *r&? toa? ww, 
;oti> ^ri 4 OT tos ores r? 1 TOsr<r to 4 *m ^t^t OT 

rift tom mi ^ ctr^r 1 to a *wr tot* TOfft, ?S\ TOrmr c*M far 
7 T TO ctom ft fin 4 * frfw, 4 *f»M fros to 1 

fljfiH "p/ =pt*rm toc*t 3 K 1 5rroft *rfro <rts**t*rT *tfasmi 

f’tor 1 3tt** tot c*S TO?r. c*§^i *r#%tTOri to'k *nrfac§l\ &w 
teuft *5 to *tc* fer^Ri $'r$® 3 tn<n ^ *rc* 

rtfa**[< *TO ^#3 %?r i to *ttsft 3 m 3tro 

:pnFT r$t*r 3TO1 ^ ^ ^ 5$vz ^rfcn *f£^ 1 to 4 *M TOTO 
TO^crofcr ?K*n TOffl c**(cs *1$ cv 4* ^rm^rr TOMfa$fa 5 TO 1 vtom 
!RJ C^WS 1/M Mfr. 31^^ TM ^lt> TO 4 , TO ; T$“ ( shows the 
looks containing rules of appointment. ) TOtC® 1 T BTti7!5’, *TO^ 

aswro tos, fa* % frftTO* wnr tjw *rew ^ 1 

$:*£ to “*rsfts ^ tom to^ c^rr-fr^mr art*” 1 4 fri tom to* 

^ 1 3tc* to* TOfe. to* toto *r<fe 3 tt to to *'c«rft 1 *ltl5c® 

pr^j# I TOM ?TfT| TOT CTOM *3 3tr* TOfe I fa* TOM *vfl C*TTO 

r r?[ cffts, nfp t **r *tt* ft i *nft 4wr ^ »:fTO i 4 *m tom *tf5r ift* 

Srft&M TOMTO TO 6 t *fro ftfo Oj TOC*^ f~TO f j TO*^ n>n> «TC 
PTffTO Ot^etTO *W5 — -qfr ftvtl *T1 3Trr^ (Tffr farff I 

rft 3f'^ cn^i c^froT^tT i ^ ^ cit* ^’roT 

S^fT3 r’r3 r?n ^rrsf^ »pnr vft^c3 ^ f«rfe ct 

f«M, r?r 3 nr^n ^?mr "Gnfltr^:^” own ^mn c^mrofa 

t«n fPfa^n ffirr sfa. c=rtflt?i 3tr^ ^ 5^6i fPr^ v 3 ?n yjfcj 

1 t^ ( laughter ). 

C^iTTr^t 0*tre C^ft^RtST 5H I W"fc* ^Itft ftW- 

5tC< CT, itt\ CR , *R^(T <4^ C 3 ft 3 fHowr 

TOW TOM, 4** 4? ^rrofaR fasted 5Tf;ft «RT ftvTo *TC<tt I 

Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHAi 

4 jy du> ^^ 4^1 A- 1 T 

^ j;^- j! lyol 0^1 ^ 

WLeu intoxication is off — headache comes. I promise I shall not 
ouch wine any more. Alas, when the eup- bearer appears, I forget 
he promise — needless to say. I drink again. 
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When there is a difficulty I go to Furfura Sherif. I make promises, 
lavish •though they are. 1 promise to help Madrassahs, I promise to 
give them grants, recurring and capital liberally, and I make the 
promise without reservation. I promise in the name of Islam, in the 
name of Muslims— for the benefit of the Muslims one and all— for 
Madrassahs under old and new schemes. When I come back, my 
friends, the devils of the tamarind tree overpower me. They haunted 
me in my childhood, they haunted me in my youth, they haunt me 
to-day also whenever 1 am out of the clutches of the peers of Furfura. 

I promised to them that anybody who passed the Fazil examination of 
the Calcutta Alia Madrassah or corresponding examination elsewhere, 

1 shall give them service. If they possess a little working knowledge 
in English I shall make them Hakim, if not full-fledged, at least of 
Sub-Registrar type. 

Such was the promise of Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq made a 
little over 4 years ago. The promise was repeated whenever a 
Cabinet crisis was apprehended. The promise has been repeated very 
recently also. 

As we read through the departmental rules we find that anybody 
who passed the Fazil examination of the Calcutta Alia Madrassah and 
possessed working knowledge in English was eligible for Sub-Regis- 
trarship. Alternate qualification is that the candidate must pass the 
I. A. examination of the University. 

During the last 4 years there were many suitable candidates from 
amongst the Clemas of Bengal. But blood always proved thicker 
than water. 

Single qualification or absence of any qualification would do for a 
kin but a Muslim not connected by ties marital or otherwise though 
in possession of double qualification and a Syed in the bargain could 
not succeed. He passed the Fazil examination and passed the I. A. 
examination and came of a highly respectable family. He applied 
when he was aged 23. He repeated the application when he scored 
24 and 2-5. He knocked the door but always in vain. The reasons of 
failure given out — the ghost of the tamarind tree was on the shoulder 
of the man in power. The scions of Bani-Israil family were not 
exhausted. The poor Syed therefore was offered a job not Sub-Regis- 
trarship hut a small and inferior post. 

Now, therefore, the policy’ need be defined. Nepotism or no 
nepotism — qualification or no qualification — must be definitely stated 
in the rules for appointment of Sub-Registrars. The poor Inspector- 
General of Registration is helpless. Let people outside know that he 
is so. Wipe off the rules and make your own games. 

There are friends just down from the tamarind tree. They will 
tell me that the present Government is in power for days three score 
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and ten only and that the old Government was responsible. Sir 
Nazimuddin, Mr. Shahid and Mr. Tamizuddin shall be put* on the 
cross. May I know who was the man in charge as Minister in the 
Registration Department in the years from April 1937 to December 
1941 ? Were Sir Nazim, Mr. Suhrawardy or Mr. Tamizuddin in any 
way connected with the Registration Department? Was the question 
of appointment of sub-registrars made a Cabinet subject? Out of 10 
Ministers seven are now seen on the Ministerial side either as 
Ministers themselves or as supporters of the Ministry. Three only, 
the true leaguers Messrs. Tamizuddin, Suhrawardy and Sir Nazim aw 
in opposition. Who then were the majority in the Cabinet? The 
deserters from the Muslim League, destroyers of the edifices of the 
father of the position of Nawab Khwaja Sir Salimullah Bahadur, the 
Maharajas and Nawabs were there and are there. Were these seven 
all powerless against the three mighty souls now in opposition? Was 
His Excellency also not just in the Cabinet meetings? Are then all 
the seven of the famous poem, all neuters, now having the only 
business to neutralise the energies of the tiger of Bengal of the Hindu 
Mahasabha variety let loose? 

The ghost of the tamarind tree will not judge. He has no mind 
to judge. Let us therefore sing: 

*• ) e/ 

* ') r |j 

“Oh, Hafiz! Drink wine, Ik* mad and make merriment, 

But for God’s sake, do not misread the quonm to deceive the people. ” 

Mr. P. BANERtfl : Sir 1 beg to move tl»at the demand of 
Rs. 19,57,300 for expenditure under the head “11 — Registration” be 
reduced by R 9 . 100. 

Sir, I will just devote myself for the few minutes at iny disposal 
in speaking of the location of the various registration offices. The 
location of the registration offices is mostly in the outlying places, 
particularly in places where it is not convenient for the people to 
attend. For instance, there was a registration office in a place in 
Rangpur for the last 15 years. That office has been removed from that 
place to another place at a distance of two miles, with the result that 
the people near about that area have Wen put to immense difficulties. 

I „ would give some concrete examples.. There are registration offices 
both in Diamond Harbour and in Falta. These two offices are not 
necessary. I would therefore suggest that if one of them is abolished 
and a new office is created in Sirajganj, it will be more convenient for 
the people. Then, Sir r there are registration offices both in Alipore 
and in Behala while there is another registration office at Park Circus 
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for Dum Dum people, which is not at all necessary. Again, there are 
two very important places, viz., Kakdwip and Sagardwip along the 
big rivers, and it is very inconvenient for the people of Sagardwip to 
come across the river to Kakdwip to attend the registration office there. 
It is, therefore, necessary that there should he a registration office 
located in Sagardwip for the Convenience of the people of that area. 
I would, therefore, suggest that the lion’ble Minister will look into 
the location of different registration offices, abolish the offices where 
they are not necessary and start new offices in such places as will be 
convenient to the people of the areas concerned Government will not 
suffer for that, but at the same time there will be an immense good to 
the people in different ports of the province. 

With these words, Sir, I move m\ motion. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, 1 beg 
to move that the demand of IN. 19, 57, MOO for expenditure under the 
head “11 — Regist ration” be reduced by Its. 100. 

Sir, my friend Maulnna Abdul Aziz in a previous speech has 
attacked the policy of appointments in this department on entirely 
separate grounds. We have, Sir, from time to time, seen how 
grievances of various character are entertained in regard to the appoint- 
ments made in this department and we have felt that there must be 
something very wrong in the whole method of reciuitment of Sub- 
Registrars and Registrars. The rules for appointment in the Regis- 
tration Department at the present moment provide that the appointing 
authorities are the local Government but the appointments are made 
not on the recommendations of the Public Service Commission but on 
the recommendations of the Commissioners of Divisions and the 
Inspector-General of Registration. There is also provision, in excep- 
tional cases, for direct appointments without calling for nomination 
at all. This system at the present moment raises very grave doubts 
about the working of the department, and in our humble opinion it 
leads to the possibility of corruption and patronage. I am not attack- 
ing the present Ministry with any particular charge of having 
indulged in patronage for appointments in this department, hut it is 
within our knowledge, Sir, that during the previous regime patronage 
was actually indulged in in this department and when I tried to raise 
this question we found that we were faced with the difficulty that the 
appointments are made not on the recommendations of any technical 
authority which will examine the qualifications of the candidate^ 
specifically but on grounds entirely different from pure merit. Si#,* 
the rules provide for certain minimum qualifications. The rules lay 
down that the qualifications of the candidates will he (1) that they 
must have passed the I. A., l.Sc., Islamic Matriculation examination 
or the Intermediate examination and (2) the rules also provide that 
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in certain exceptional cases Commissioners of Divisions %nd the 
Inspector-General of Registration are not precluded from nominating 
persons who may not have such qualifications at all. That, in my 
humble opinion, makes it possible for very unqualified persons to creep 
in and the important work of the Registration Department is likely to 
suffer if recruitment is made through such machinery. 

I submit, Sir, that the general question should be reviewed about 
the machinery for recruitment in this department and the rulee under 
which recruitments are at the present moment made. I also submit, 
Sir, that this is a defect which does not relate merely to the Registra- 
tion Department only but also to other departments of Government 
where it is considered that certain classes of appointments which are 
below certain ranks are to be filled in by the department itself or by 
the local Government on the recommendation of the department 
without reference to any higher tribunal like the Public Service Com- 
mission. I submit that the whole question should be reviewed and 
the present procedure revised to ensure that merit alone may be the 
guiding principle for appointments in Government service and 
nothing else, subject of course to such communal ratio as may bo 
agreed to by the communities and by competitive examinations within 
the communities. 

MAULVI ABDUL WANED : Vtw^k Deputy Speaker TOtW, TOR 
TO nTOTTO tpfa ^5 (tftTO TOf* *ltfaw 

JTtm fWhr ni , to TOm *itfa tor i tor nj, to tor i wm 
-ntc^r sra* TO i cnfo *rt tors fcfas w * mbs 4S1 
wft*ft *fa m C^pT 'tTOT TO? 

% ^ cnt ^5 *ft *m *r 4TO TOm srnrfa 

^5 I fa<8 01 fft* 33 C 3 ^ fo'C* OJ TOTR I 

?:c*R fan? i TOR GlTOi TO^ tor TOTOH cn CTOWff 

Gt^r msro w cro tos i 4* or to otii fcfa fa m 
orfcft tor fawtr i 41 ; 4$ new nnrs 5T$ cn toc? n#ro wfft- 
f%r^rt^T wn oft* cn — sTOrfas ^Hro mft mjm cn c&tfprfo 

* *c^ , tor fawn *^k — ^3 n^r 3 R 1 cn to 

cn 3 tcn 4$ *lRrron stfnm Pfcropf, cn TO tot 3R1 fa 

nstst famesn ? ent to? to tor to 4 n; cn$ TOsfa 
TO TOR 4 *F| snwfas rom $f &3 1 tor R (tffTOl TOR 4 & 
fcra 4*fr nfcm fros rcro 1 toto "ffnew to TOTO 

nntw eft* ts 4TO «rnm to st 1 cn$ wro eftw nflh 
ntTO tor nror tor *3 nr? to 4* n*n tpptn ^vvcip c* 

TOwfa® fro ftj fayii 
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(Mr. Jifina?) C4 4K <?fe jpr$ yrsRTTOF 

5ffar C4T1? C^fTO ^RT <?£ ^TcRl ‘ C<tt4 tpSt^T *tt*t TO TOC$ C3 

stf*3rfa (cheers — noise) fWWCW ffTGVl 4Wf< «R7 ^fTOV 

5c«i 4H f%^t firv t ^4* iK*n 'ft5 e t ofc 6 ^ ^rft gt c*f^ 
wj&n, <rft tot* (T^ritfta ctof, ^ *tRtC4 <rif, ^ ftf^rTrc 
ftRprro, cror* totR 4*4t* i 4tcw$ 

C* *faf*4$ *R ^TOT* ^PsafHtCTO </4R *Ttfr5 ctof *ttc4, tomot C4R 
^rr ctof *tnp, sttot 4 $ *nfin 3 w w?n "rfirara wRpt 

Ct3F tpjrrffs TOC$ W ^ ft*JPT 4*; ^fMl <7T *t;*rt* 

Rett TOT yrTOsf TOTTO <7T* PrCPT CTO STO C* 

fro* MtW ^t®T fipt 

Maulvi AHMED H OS AIN: On a point of order, Sir. Are these 
remarks relevant to the cut motions ? 

Mr, DEPUTY 8PEAKER: All that 1 can tell you is that you 
introduced a new subject into the debate and he is replying. I am 
absolutely helpless. 

MAULVI ABDUL WAHED : (Tit fr'^JPrTOCTr faTO farsc* 

fSrtf'tPte to 1 TOre *ltrtR faraft cft^rRi ^rtfcr TOvfto 

fSrCfa (Vice-President) 4t** CTO I 

(noise — interruption) | ^5lt Jjt *F5Ttf tf?n C* CTO ffi<V4t*, cbhtC^ft 4fC\ — *5f* 
4 4 to toh *n 4rt**i (TT^rs ’trt, <tt tos> cr toi ^k^tt* 

TO W Tf* ®r$ TOf^T <t|Sfl *tR*TC< I TOt*l 5*H vJTTOT 4TW! TO 1 ? 

T$Tt TO CbhTRlb (noise) | *Ttfa ^^5 btt *ff#R TO RwhW 
c'4^<i fr*tmc#rtc4$ Pr*^RRgT5 4C* Pr*5l j r*f 4 w f^=r i Rn T^JTR 

yst* fa*srrro*i *tRt* ?fTO *#tc4 ^tfasro toto, to to *T;*tT* ctffa* 

FW* TO4 TOffiTO TOT® 4T^"4t^ TO 4^C4 (Tit ^ 

*mj$ tot^t w to *rtw 4tgt4tf i 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Sir, I have 
listened to the speeches of Maulana Md. Abdul Aziz and Maulvi Ahmed 
Ali Mridha with great interest and 1 can assure them that the 
interests of Maulvi« have received and will always and ever receive my 
earnest and careful attention. For their satisfaction I may inform 
the House that as a matter of fact up till now we have recruited 6 
Sub-Registrars with the qualifications for which the claim is now made 
and it is definitely within our programme h5 encourage such people, 

•• 1 I .\ M * it 
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much preference as is possible under the present circumstances. But 
at the same time the Government are not prepared at present to accede 
to the request that 50 per cent, of the Muslim appointments to be 
made in the ranks of Sub-Registrars should bo earmarked for this 
class of Maulvis. 

Then as regards the point raised by Mr. P. Banerji, this is the 
first time that I hear of the vagaries of the Registration Department. 
I wonder as to what the honourable member means by “vagaries of the 
Registration Department” or what he actually means h\ the word 
“vagaries”. We know that there are vagaries by physical method. 
There are also vagaries in the political field and there are intellectual 
vagaries as well. But 1 cannot quite realise what Mr. Banerji 
actually means by vagaries as regards the allocation of the sub- 

registry offices (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: One of the many.) 

Yes, it may be so: but. I believe, when the sub-registry offices referred 
to by Mr. Banerji were established, due consideration was taken of 
public convenience to allocate them in their respective places. I do 
not know for how long these sub-registry offices have existed. Of 
course, if the honourable member can sufficiently convince the Govern- 
ment about the removal of a particular sub-registry office or offices 
to a more convenient place than where they are at present situated, 
I can assure him that Government will gladly consider those cases. I 
would, therefore, ask t fie honourable member to bring to the notice 
of the Government specific instances supported by public representa- 
lion that the present allocation of those sub-registry offices is not 
conducive to public interest. If such representations are received by 
Government, I can assure the honourable members that all possible 
steps will be taken to remove their legitimate grievances. 

Then, Sir, Dr. Nalinaksiia San\.»l has referred to the recruitment 
of Sub-Registry, As a matter of fact. I ma\ tell him, the present 
position and the rules as they apj>ear to me, as far as I am concerned 
and as far as my knowledge as a new Minister about the working of 
the department goes, are not the last words and cannot be the last 
words on the subject. At the same time 1 do not think Dr. Sanyal 
is quite accurate in saying that the appointments of these Sub-Regis- 
trars are not done by any technical authority. The procedure is this: 
Cnder the existing rules the appointments of Sub- Registrars are made 
on the nominations of Divisional Commissioner* — I mean, nominations 
made by Divisional Commissioners on tbe recommendation of the 
District Officers of the Division. Some appointments are also made 
on the nominations of the Inspector-General of Registration, and 
those nominations are mainly reserved for the sons, children and 
relations of 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Influential people f 
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Th# Hoit’ble Khan Bahadu* M. ABDUL KARIM: Not necessarily. 
The Sub-Registrars or other departmental officers who have rendered 
26 or 30 years of service, if they die before retirement, certainly they 
have some claim on the department, and therefore, the nominations 
of the Inspector-General of Registration are mainly reserved for their 
sons and relations. Therefore it must he seen that the principle on 
which the appointments -are made are quite in consonance with reason, 
commonsense, humanity and justice. Therefore, I think, there is 
nothing to object to that. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL* There is a third category of direct 
nomination. 


Th# Hon'bl# Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: As regards my 
nomination I may tell him that I am not free to act according to ray 
vagaries of which so much has been said. I may also tell him that 
there are certain well-defined rules according to which 1 have to make 
my own nominations. The present procedure is this: We receive 
nominations from the lnsj^ctor-General of Registration and from the 
Divisional Commissioners. Then we make our own decision and that 
decision is submitted to His Excellency the Governor and His 
Excellency the Governor sends them on to the Public Service Com- 
mission according to Rule % of the Public Service Commission Rules, 
and then appointments are made after the approval of the Public 
Service Commission. Now, the Public Service Commission not being 
satisfied with the existing arrangements, have of late asked the Provin- 
cial Government not to send any applications to them at all. 
(Dr. Namnakshv Svnym, : Pecause they know* that decisions are taken 
already.) No, not that. 

There is another difficulty. There is a talk of competitive examina- 
tion. Of course, if people want a thing like that, it is quite possible 
that by a process of evolution these appointments may be thrown open 
to competition at some distant date. So far as we are concerned, we 
are not prepared to consider that unless and until a more satisfactory 
arrangement is suggested by public bodies or public leaders. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: You are not prepared to accept 
the principle of competitive examination? 


Tit# Hon'bl# Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: If suggestions 

to that effect com* to us, we will certainly consider them** but at 
present we havi nonsuch idea under contemplation. 
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D T f® “i°“ ° f Mai ‘ Iana Md ' Ab4ul Azu that the demand o! 
Es. 19,57,300 for expenditure under the head “11— Registration” be 

reduced by Rs. 100 was, then put and a division taken with the 
following result : — 


AYEI — 33. 


A Mai Axis, Maalaaa Md. 

Abdul Haflz, Mr. Mina. 

AMal Hamid, Mr. A. M. 

AMal Karim, Mr. 

AMal Majid, Mr. Syed (Noakhaii). 

AMal Mataleb Malik, Or. 

AMalla-AI Mahmaed, Mr. 

AMer Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. p. M. 

AMar RaibNl, Manhri MX. 

Abdua Ikahiil, Maalvi Md. 

Ahldar Rasa Ohawdhary, Khan Bahadar Maalvi. 
Ahal Hasbim, Maalvi. 

Ahal Nataln Ahmad, Mr. 

Ahmad All Mridha, Maalvi. 

Ahmad Hasain, Mr. 

raalal Qaadir, Khan Bahadar Maalvi. 

Faxlur Rahman, Mr. (Dacca). 


Faxlar Rahman, Mr. (Mymtaslath). 

Hatxaddin Ohaadhari, Maalvi. 

Mamidaddin Ahmad, Kbaa Sahib, 
datimudain Ahmad. Khan Sahib Maalvi. 
Maniraddin Akhand, Maalvi. 

Mahammad All, Khan Bahadar. 

Mahammad larail, Maalvi. 

Mahammad Siddigus, Khan Bahadar Or. lyad. 
Naaarallah, Nawabzada K. 

Naximaddin Khwaja Hr., K.O.I.K. 
Sahsbe-Alam, Mr. lyad. 

Salim, Mr. I. A. 

Itrajcl lilam, Mr. 

•hahaiaddin, Mr. Khwaja. 0. B. K. 
Suhrswardy, Mr. H. I. 

Yuiaf, All Choudhury, Mr. 


NOES — 93. 


AMal Haflx, Mr. Mia. 

AMal Hakeem, Mr. (Khulna). 

AMal Hakim, Maulvi (Mymcnsingh). 

AMal Wahah Khan, Mr. 

AMal Wahod, Maalvi. 

AMar Rauf, Khan Bahadar Shah (Rangyur). 

AMar Razzak, Maulvi. 

Abu Hoiiain, Sarkar, Maalvi. # 

Acharyya Choadhary, Maharaja lazhi Kanta, of 
Maktag acha, Mymcnsingh. 

Ahmad All Enayetyuri, Khan Bahadar Maalana. 
Ahmed Khan, Mr. tyed. 

Amir All Mia, Maulvi Md. 

Anwarul Azlm, Khan Bahadur Md. 

Aalmaddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Azhar Ali, Maulvi. 

Badraddoja, Mr. lyad. 

Banerjat, the Hen ’lie Mr. Pramatha Rath. 

Banarji, Mr. tatya Priya. 

Barat All, Mr. Md. 

Barman, the Hen 'We Mr. U yen in Nath. 

Baaa, the Hen ’Me Mr. Santeah Komar. 

Bhawmik, Or. Oebinda Chandra. 

Biaaraa, Bake Lakahmi Narayaa. 

Blewas, Mr. Surendn Hath. 

Chakraharty, Baku Nareodra Narayaa. 

Chaadburi, Ral Hareadra Nath. 

OMppeadale, Mr. 4 . W. 

Baa, Ral Sahib Aaakul Chandra. 

Baa, Mr. Menmebaa. 

Baa Buyta, Baku Khageedra Hath. 

Bntta Buyta, Mlaa Mira. 

Bntta Maxumdar, Mr. Niharendo. 

PatHH Map. the Haa’Me Mr. A. K. 

Abase, Mr. Atnt Krishna. 



Qunng, Mr. Damher Singh. 

Qyaeuddin Ahmad Cheudhury, AlhadJ. 

Hahibuliah, the Hen’hte Nawab Bahadur K., at 
Dacca. 

Hazan Ali Chendhury, Mr. lyad. 

Hatanuzzaman Maulvi Md. 

Haihcm All Khan, The Han 'hie Khan Bahadur 

Maulvi. 

Haifna Murihad, Mrt. M.B.C. 

Halamally Jemadar, Khan Sahib Maulvi. 

Idrle Ahmad Mia, Maulvi. 

Janab Ali Majumdar, Maulvi. 

Kabiruddln Khan, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. 

Kazam All Mina, Sahibrada Kauran dab Syed. 
Kbaa, Mr. Oabaudra tall. 

Kumar, Mr. Atul Chandra. 

Kendo, Mr. Niahltha Nath. 

McPharian, Mr. Q. P. 

Majl, Mr. Adnraila Kumar. 

Majumdar, Mn. Hemayreva. 

Mandal, Mr. ArnrHa Lai. 

Mandal. Mr. Banka Bekari. 

Mandal, Mr. Birat Chandra. 

Mandal, Mr. degendra Nath. 

Mandal, Mr. Krishna Prasad. 

Maairuzzaman Islamabad!, Maalana Md. 

Mebsin Ali, Mr. Md. 

Meehsrjce, The Hen’ Me Or. Syamaprasad. 
Muhammad Afzal, Kbaa Bahadur Maulvi Syed. 
Mahammad Ibrahim, Mauhri. 

Hash arm* Heeeaie, Nawab, Kbaa BMsMr. 
MustagawsaJ Hague, Mr. Syed. 

Hasher, Mr. Hem Chandra. 

Rancher AH, Mr. Syed. 

Peddar, Mr. AeandMat. 

Pramaalk, Mr. Tartaiebaraa. 

RMimnn, Kbaa Bahadur A. M. L 
Ba JMuddl a TaraMur, Mauh 
Ba mMu M la Ahmed, Mr. 
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Rijr, Mr. Cftar* Oftantfra. 
i ty, Kthlrrt jOkanf ra, Rai Bikalvr. 
Ray, Mr. Manmatha Nath. 

Ray, Mr. Patlram 
lafanitfdln Ahmad, Mr. 
laaanllah, Dr. 

•anyal, Mr. Saianka lakhar. 
fan, Mr. Atul Chandra. 

Ian, Mr. Dhlrandra Nath. 


Am, daftafe Chandra, Rai Bahai* r. 
IhahadaJi, Mr. 

Ihamaaddin Ahmad, tba Han’hla Mr. 
•hamiaddin Ahmad Khondkar, Mr. 
Sirdar, Baku Litta Manila. 

SUrk, Mr. A. P. 

Thakur, Mr. Pramatha Ran] an. 
Yaaauf Mina. 

Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. 


The Aye.s being* 33 and the Noes 93, tlie motion was lost. 

The motion of Mr. V. Banerji that the demand of Rs. 19,57,300 
for expenditure under the head “11 — Registration” be reduced by 
Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

Ihe motion of Dr. Nalinakslia Sanyal that the demand of 
Rs. 19,5/ ,300 for expenditure under the head *‘11 — Registration” be 
reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion ot the Hon’hle Khan Bahadur M. Abdul Karim that 
a sum of Rs. 19,57,300 he grunted for expenditure under the head 
”11 — Registration” was then put and agreed to. 


Adjournment. 


The House was then adjourned at 11-40 a.m. till cS-30 a.m., on 
Thursday, the 12th March, 1942, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935 . 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House. Calcutta, on Thursday, 
the 12th March, 1942, at 8-30 a. in. 

Present: 

Mr. Deputy Speaker (Mr. Syed Jalalumhn Hashemy) in the 
Chair, 8 Hon hie Ministers and 200 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Pirojpur Jail Yard. 

•140. Mr. UPENDRA NATH EDBAR: (a) Is the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Home (Jails) Department aware — 

(t) that the \ard of the Pirojpur sub-jail is very low; 

(w) that it is over-flooded at the time of flow-tide in the rainy 
season ; and 

(m) that the jail yard, which is kutclui, causes inconvenience to the 
inmates of the jail, during the rainy season? 

(b) If the answer to {a) is in the affirmative, what actions, if any, 
do the Government propose to take for the improvement of the said jail? 

MINI8TER In charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq): (u> Yes. 

(b) Government have administratively approved a scheme for raising 
the level of the compound and of the floor of the buildings, increasing 
the accommodation of the sub-jail and enlarging the enclosure of the 
sub-jail at an estimated cost of Its. 23,749 and funds for the work will 
be provided as soon as possible. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state how long this condition was going on? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I cannot say that. The 
papers do not show that, but the matter has been under discussion 
for at least a year, if not more. 



m 


QUESTIONS. 


[12th Maich, 


Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIKS Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased #to state whether the yard which will be raised will be a yucca 
or a kutcha yard? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is very difficult for 
me to say that. I have not got any previous intimation. 

Recommendations for improvement of Security Prisoners’ Rules. 

•141. Mr. 4NANENDRA CHANDRA MAJUMDAR; (a) Will 
the Hon'ble Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to 
state whether the Superintendent of the Hijli Special Jail, the District 
Magistrate of Midnapore and a non-official visitor of the Hijli Special 
Jail have made any recommendations for improvements of the Security 
Prisoners’ Rules as reported in Government Press Note, dated the 27th 
July, 1941 ? 

(h) If so, will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to lay on the Table 
copies of their recommendations? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what action, if 
any, he has taken or proposes to take on the said recommendations? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Yes 

(b) I am not prepared to supply this information which is 
confidential. 

(c) The recommendations of the Jail Superintendent have been 
accepted and correction slips to the revised Bengal Security Prisoners’ 
Rules have been issued. The supply of better quality soap, as recom- 
mended by the District Magistrate, and tongue-scrapers, as recom- 
mended by Mr. Muhammad Mamtaj, is under consideration. The other 
recommendations made by these gentlemen have been found 
unacceptable. 

S|. NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister please let us know what are the recommendations made by 
these gentlemen which have been found unacceptable? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Something about daily 
allowance, supply -of fish, diet allowance, twill shirts and punjabis, 
and over and above that something which is not admissible under the 
rules. 


BJ. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
please explain why these have been found ubaoeepiablet s 
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The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Departures from ordi- 
nary rules are permissible only under certain limits. Theses recom- 
mendations cannot be accepted unless the rules are changed. The 
rules are now under consideration. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hou’ble Minister please 
tell the House whether there was any recommendation as to the supply 
of blankets to the security prisoners ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
let the House know whether any action has been taken Y 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The matter is still under 

consideration. We are in communication with the authorities in the 
neighbouring provinces regarding the regulation and condition prevail- 
ing there. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Is the Hou ble Minister aware 
that two winter seasons have passed but still the recommendations 
for blankets have not been given effect to F 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 am not sure about two. 

One has passed. 


Amendments to Oeourity Prisoners’ Rules. 

*142. Mr. JNANENDRA CHANDRA MAdUMDAR: (a) Is the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home (Jails) Department aware — 

(i) that a Press Note was issued by the Government on July 17, 
1941, announcing the summaries of the main amendments to 
the Security Prisoners’ Rules; 

(u) that the said amendments were stated in the Press Note to 
have been made in consideration of the demandg put forward 
by the security prisoners and several members of the Legis- 
lature on their behalf ; 

(tu) that the security prisoners of Hijli Special Jail intimated 
through several petitions to the Government that they consi- 
dered the said amendments to be inadequate and unsatis- 
factory; * i : * 1 « ' 

(iv) that they prayed for further amendments of thehaid Rules; 
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( v ) that no reply to their petition* had as yet been received by 
• them; and 

( vi ) that in the said Press Note the Government announced to 
instal a wireless receiving set at Hijli Special Jail? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(t) whether the Government contemplate further amendment of 
the Security Prisoners’ Rules ; if so, when ; and 

(«) when the said radio set will he installed there? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of instituting 
enquiry into the grievances of the security prisoners of the Hijli Special 
Jail? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) (i), (it) and (m) I 
refer the honourable member (o the Government Press Note of the 2(ith 
July, 1941, a copy of which is laid on the Library Table. 

(in) to (v) Yes. 

(b) (t) The matter is under my consideration. 

(it) All the security prisoners at Hijli have since been transferred 
to other jails and the matter will be taken up again as soon as they are 
finally accommodated in one. special jail. 

(e) I refer the honourable member to my answer to (6) (t) of the 
question. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
tell this House whether Government has in contemplation to send these 
prisoners to Buxar Duars? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I cannot say. If the 
honourable member has got that information, 1 am not prepared to 
contradict him. It may be so. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
tell the House that if these prisoners are sent to Buxar there will be 
great hardship on the prisoners and their relations who want to inter- 
view them and send information? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER. That is a hypothetical question. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY. Sir, Buxar is practically outside 
Bengal. It is neaf the Himalayas 
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^1** DEPUTY SPEAKERS You sav if the prisoners are sent to 
Buxar. • 

Mr# CHARU CHANDRA ROYl Sir, the Hon’ble Minister just 
now practically admitted that Government ha* in contemplation to 
send these prisoners to Buxar. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 said that f cannot con- 
tradict him. It may be so. 


Number of security prisoners under Defsnoe of Indie Aot and 
allowances. 

•143. Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the IWhle Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state- — 

(a) the number of security prisoners in Bengal as on 30th Septem- 

ber, 1941 ; 

(b) the number of prisoners convicted under the Defence of India 

Act, and the rules made thereunder up to 30th September, 
1941 ; 

(c) the number of security prisoners referred to in clause (a) that 

are in receipt of any allowance from Government; 

(d) the numlier of applications for allowance that have Inten 

rejected ; 

( 0 ) the number of them that are still under consideration; and 
(/) the maximum amount paid for a single prisoner? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) 529. 

(b) The total number of “persons” convicted under the Defence of 
India Act and the rules made thereunder was l,d4i to the end of 
September, 1941. 

(c) An allowance has been made to dependants of 20 such prisoners. 

( d ) Applications in 92 cases. 

(e) Applications in 28 cases. 

(/) Rs.35 .per mensem. 

Or. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: With reference to answer 
(d), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the Govern- 
ment follows any definite policy as regards granting allowance to 
security prisoners and if so, what it is? 
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The Hofl’blt Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQi The policy that has been 
in torch hitherto is still in force. Applications are received and they 
are enquired into. If it is found that the dependants have not 
got sufficient means of livelihood or subsistence, for instance, if they 
have not got any relation or any source of income allowance is given. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Was that principle fol- 
lowed in these 92 cases? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It must have been fol- 
lowed. But I may say that I do not personally approve of those rules. 
I am examining them. If I can possibly improve them, I shall do 
so. 


Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what is the minimum allowance granted? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Its If) 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether, in view of the difference betwen the informa- 
tion received by the members of this House and the information 
received by the department, Government will be pleased to appoint a 
committee to enquire into the genuineness of the case? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Where is the difference? 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: In one place you have said, 
“My information is otherwise.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Where? I have not con- 
tradicted anything. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: With reference to answer (d), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to tell the House whether the Govern- 
ment will consider the desirability of reviewing the applications for 
the reason that prices have considerably gfone up these days and also 
in view of the fact that questions have beeu asked relating to the 
subject from time to time on the floor of the House? 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The applications praying 
for revision are being recived, and I shall certainly consider them. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state who reviews these applications and whether they are 
ultimately seen personally by the Hon’ble Minister concerned? 
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Th* Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The application, are 
received in office. As regards the other question, I hope the Honour- 
able member will not press it. 

Dr« NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will tbe Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that the Hon’ble Minister in charge has 
been given charge of the Home Department on condition that he will 
not look into the hies of security prisoners? It is so strongly 
rumoured. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8 PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Th. Hon'bl. Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I nev er said anything to 
infer that — 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: You may, if \ ou like, give the 
lie direct to that. The rumour is that the Home portfolio has been 
given to the Home Minister on the distinct understanding given to 
His Excellency that he will not look into the hies of security prisoners, 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The rumour is untrue, 
maliciously false, not founded on facts and invented by some mis- 
chievous brain. 

Dr. NALINAK 8 HA SANYAL : Thank you. 

Maulana MD. ABDUL AZIZ: 3 Min srffar.rhnt fV vpj'jr tot 

yfo f W C? ^8^; answer^ WJ — rOH: OT convicted rCTO 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUL HUQ: certify 51 $, 

Financial help to security jirisoner 8 ). Prafulla Kumar Tripathl. 

•144. Babu KHACENDRA NATH DAS CUPTAl (a) I» the 

Hon’Ele Minister in charge of the Home Department aware — 

(t) that Sj. Prafulla Kumar Tripathi, a security prisoner, now 
detained in the Presidency Jail, Calcutta, has recently lost 
both his father and mother; 

(u) that being the only son of his parents he had to perform Sradh 
ceremonies in jail? 
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(its) that he applied to the Government for monetary help for the 
# performance of these ceremonies but the help was refused; 

(iv) that he had to incur debt for the purpose; and 

( v ) that he has no source of income out of which he can hear these 

costs? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(t) the reason for refusing the help for performing the Sradh; and 

(ii) whether he contemplates reconsideration of this case? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAILUL HUQ: (a) (i) and (iii) Yes. 

(ii) He was granted home leave to perform Sradh ceremonies on both 
the occasions, but he performed the Sradh ceremony of his father in 
jail. 

(iv) It is understood that the priest who officiated at the ceremony 
in the jail incurred some expenditure on behalf of the prisoner. 

(t>) He has a house and some thirty bighas of landed property. 

(b) (i) There were no exceptional circumstances in this case, and the 
request was refused in accordance with Bengal Security Prisoners* 
Rule 43 (2). 

(it) No. 


Family allowance for security prisoner 8j. Pratul Cobinda Deb. 

•145. Mr. JATINDRA NATH CHACKERVERTY: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state 
whether Sj. Pratul Gobinda Deb arrested at Rangpur is being detained 
in the Hijli Special Jail, since 30th May, last? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware — 

(i) that Pratul Gobinda Deb had a tailoring shop at Rangpur; 

(ii) that the said shop has been closed owing to his detention ; 

(iit) that the income from the said shop was the means of mainten- 
ance of his family consisting of his old parents; and 

(ir) that owing to the cloning of the shop the family has l>een in 
a very destitute condition? 

(e) If the answer to (f>) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of granting a monthly allowance for the 
maintenance of his old parents? 
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The Hon’We Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: («), (b) (») « n d Yea. 

(m), (iv) and (c) No. 

M&ulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKER: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state who has supplied him the information on which he 
bases his answer “No”? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: That you cannot ask. He cannot state 
the source of information. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKER: I want to know whether the 
information has been supplied by the Intelligence Branch or the Dis- 
trict Magistrate. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: That he cannot answer. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKER: Why not? My point is this: 
What is the source of his information. There is no secrecy about it. 
It may be one department or tin* other. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: lie cannot possibly give the source of 
his information. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what is the source of his information to show that after the 
closing of the shop the familv is not in a very destitute condition P 
Is there any other source of income to the family? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The onl\ information 
available to me with regard to the prisoner which l am prepared to 
place before the House is that the prisoner is unmarried and that the 
monthly income from the tailoring shop which has been closed down 
after his arrest was Rs. 20 only. His father has a home and property 
and he is not a destitute. That is the information 1 have got. If 
the honourable member thinks that the matter should be reviewed, 
I shall be willing to do so if an application is made. 

t 

Disbursement of the amount budgeted for Mahamohapadhyaya Haridt* 
' 8idhantabagrsh. 

*146. Babu NACENDRA NATH 8EN: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state 
when was the amount of Rs.4,000 jiassed by this House in the Budget 
for 1939-40 paid to Mahamohapadhyaya Haridae Sidhantabegish? 

(b) If the whole amount has not yet been paid, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons therefor? 
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MINISTER in charge of tho EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (tho 
Hon’bld Khan Bahadur M. Abdul Karim): (a) Rs. 2,000 was paid 
in 1940. 

(b) The balance is due to be paid on completion of the work and the 
work has not yet been completed. 

8|. NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to let us know whether there was any stipulation that the 
amount would be paid only after the completion of the work? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: That was the 
understanding between the department and the Mahammohapadhyaya. 

Maulvi Md. I8RAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if the work is not completed whether the balance would be paid 
at all ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: That is a matter 
for consideration. 

8J. NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: In view of the fact that 
the Mahammohapadhyaya requires money for the completion of his 
work and also in view of the fact that the sum of Ks. 2,0011, already 
given will not cover all his expenses, will the Hon’ble Minister consider 
the question of making payment of the balance sum of Rs. 2,000 as 
early as possible with a view to helping him in accelerating his work Y 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Government 
is not in a position to sav whether ixoverument will be prepared to pay 
more than what is stipulated in the Budget. 

8j. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: That is not my question, 
Sir, The Hon’ble Minister has said that the balance sum of Rs. 2,000 
will be paid after the completion of the work, but my question is 
whether, if the Mahammohapadhyaya requires the balance sum imme- 
diately, Government will be prepared to make payment earlier. 

Tha Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Yes, Govern- 
ment will have uo objection to paying the balance sum of Rs. 2,000 
sooner than the stipulated time. 

Maulvi Md. I8RAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether there is any time-limit within which the Mahamznoha- 
padhyaya has been asked to complete this particular work and if he 
fails to complete his work by that time he will not get the promised 
grant? 
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The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: The Maham- 
mohapadhyaya gave us to understand that he would take five years 
to complete the work of translation of the Mahabharata. 

Evacuees from Burma and Far East. 

•146A. (Short notice.) Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DUTTA: (a) 

Is the Honble Minister in charge of the Home Department aware that 
a large number of evacuees, who are residents of the Province of 
Bengal, from Burma, Malaya, Singapore, Hongkong, Penang and 
other enemy -occupied territories have come back to this Province ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the number of such evacuees? 

(cl Is it a fact that a large number of people have become 
unemployed by such evacuation? 

{(] ) If so, are the Government considering t lie desirability of holding 
an enquiry to determine — 

(/) the number of such evacuees; 

(//) the districts to which they belong; 

{m I the places where they have settled; 

(?r> their previous occupation; and 

( v i the number of dependants of each person who have lost their 
occupation ? 

(e) Do the Government contemplate making any provision for such 
unemployed persons? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U (on behalf of the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq): (a i Yes. 

(6) The number is not known. 

(c) Government have no information hut presume that it is ho. 

( d ) and (e) I regret that it is not jmssible to undertake any such 
enquiry without interfering with the immediate task before the local 
officers, viz., to arrange for the reception and comfort of evacuees, of 
whom there is a continuous influx into this Province. 

Mr. DHIRENDI& NATH DATTA: Will th<- Hon ’Me Minister be 
be pleased to state how the enquiry' sought for will interfere with the 
immediate task before the local officers as mentioned in the answer? 

The Hon’bfe Mr. SANTOS!* KUMAR BASU: That will certainly 
be an additional burden upon them so far a* their immediate work ia 
concerned. 
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Mr. OHIRENDRA NATH OATTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
of the fact that there are other non-official agencies to arrange for the 
reception and comfort of evacuees? 

The HoiiMWe Mr. 8ANT0SH KUMAR BASU: I am fully aware of 
that, but that does not lighten the task of the officers because they have 
also to look after the reception and comfort of evacuees. 


Mr. OHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is the Rou ble Minister aware 
of the fact that besides the evacuees who have come and are coming to 
Calcutta, there are many evacuees who have gone to other districts 
where no arrangement for their reception and comfort is made by the 
Government ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SANTO&H KUMAR BASU: I am aware of the 
fact that evacuees have gone to other districts of Bengal, but I am not 
aware of the fact that there is no arrangement for their reception and 
comfort. 

Mr. OHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Rou ble Minister be 
pleased to make an enquiry into the fact that there is no arrangement 
for reception and comfort of evacuees in places other than Calcutta? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT0SH KUMAR BASU: R my honourable 
friend will l>e pleased to supply me with the names of the places where 
such things have occurred, 1 shall 1** glad to enquire into the matter. 

Mr. OHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, the answer as given to 
clauses (<I) and (c) does not cover the question in clause (#■), viz., “Do 
the Government contemplate making any provision for such unemployed 
persons?” Will the Ilou’ble Minister be pleased to state, “Yes or 
No?” 


The Hon’ble Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: No provision can be 
made for such unemployed persons without first ascertaining who they 
are. 

Mr. OHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Qoifble Minister be 
pleased to consider the desirability of making an enquiry sought for 
after that immediate task is completed ? 

v- 

The Hon’ble Mr. SANT08H KUMAR BASU: I think (hat can be 

done. 
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Dr. 8URESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: Does the Government keep 

a register of such evacuees so that subsequently whatever is necessary 
may be done? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U : Government is not at 
present engaged in keeping registers, but they are engaged in looking 
after the comforts of the evacuees. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon ble Minister 
be pleased to state bow can the Go\ eminent expect repayment to be 
made by the evacuees if they do not keep any record altnut them? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U : The record, so far 
as is kept, is in the shape of railway warrants which are issued to these 
evacuees on a promise for repayment. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Do not the Government 
think it necessary that a record containing the names of the evacuees, 
from where they come, to where they will go or intend to go -all these 
should be kept by the Government? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U : Probably it may he 
necessary horn certain points of view but certainly it is not necessary 
from the point of view of finding out whethei they are employed or 
unemployed. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will ilie llon'ble Minister 
be pleased to give us an assurance that such a ieco/d will be kept? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: 1 am not in a position 
to give any such assurance. 

Sj. NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what arrangements have been made for the recep- 
tion of the evacuees? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: This is too large a 
question for me to answer at the present moment. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the Government are doing anything necessary for the 
evacuees ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT0&H KUMAR BASU: ¥heV are doing a 

great deal. 
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Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state how the evacuees are being given comfort, whether in the shape 
of money or in edibles, <and if in money whether any record is kept of 
the money given? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: The evacuees are 
being given relief in the shape of edibles, particularly by providing 
them with railway passages, and a record is kept of such provision. 

Maulvi MD. (BRAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether the Government will make any arrangement for appoint- 
ing a Special Officer for looking after the comforts of the evacuees who 
are coming to Chittagong? 

The Hon’ble Mr. BANTOBH KUMAR BABU: 1 think Government 
have already allotted a Special Officer for looking after the e\acuees in 
Chittagong, and a Special Officer has been appointed to my knowledge 
in Calcutta. 

Mr. J. W. CHIPPENDALE: Will the Ilon’lde Minister be pleased 
to state w hether most of the evacuees are people of provinces other than 
Bengal ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT0BH KUMAR BABU: Yes, 1 think so. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister lie pleased 
to state* whether the evacuees tram Chittagong are getting special 
steamers ’from Chandpur to Gonlundo. when they want to come to 
Calcutta mi Gonlundo and whether there is therefore tremendous con- 
gestion in the trains, for want oi special trains? 

The Hon’ble Mr. BANTOBH KUMAR BABU: I do not think that 

is correct. So far as 1 know, there has been no congestion in the matter 
of passage of these evacuees. 

Maulvi MD. ISRAIL: Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased to state 
whether Government are making any arrangement, with regard to the 
evacuees coming from Burma on foot to Chittagong, for their going 
safely to their respective villages? 

The Hon’ble Mr. BANTOBH KUMAR BABU: Yes, I think so. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: AVith reference to the answer just 
now given that there is no congestion in the trains, will the Hon’hle 
Minister be nleasedto state what is the source of his information, and 
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will he be pleased to state if he had ever been to the railway station to 
find out if people were hanging on the foot-boards of the train* coming 
to Calcutta from Goal undo ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BA8U : Yes, at times conges- 
tion does take place on account ot the paucity of information Irom the 
place from where they travel, but arrangement has recently been made 
so that information may bo obtained by telephone from Goalundo in 
order that arrangement'' for easy parage ma\ be made by pro\iding 
them with railway accommodation. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the llon'hle Min.sler be pleased 
to sjait* it ii is a tact that these evacuees were mostly touting from 
< In. m’oiiw nii board the steamer or b\ train f<u several hours afti»r they 
had leit the Chittagong Port or Chandpur and that the railways get 
ample time to intimate the Government as to “lit* numbei of evacuees 
actually coming in the sleamer, and will the llon’ble Minister bo 
pleased to state how tin* position can Ire helped in the matter of getting 
early information at Goalundo® 

The Hon’ble Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BA8U : If information is 
giyen by telegrams irom Chittagong these felegiams reach 
considerably attei the time • »f arrival o( the e\acuees themselves. 
Telegrams ieacli Calcutta in many cases much later than t lio 
evacuees t hemsel\«‘s. For this reason it has been arranged 
that telephonic communication irom Goalundo should lie obtained 
and the Railway Companies, particularly the Bengal-Nagpur Railway, 
should be intormed that accommodation should be provided. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will il.e Hon’ble Minister bo 
pleased to state what measures have been taken to ensure that the 
railways are making arrangements to enable passengers to 1 m* cleared 
from Goalundo to Calcutta with some amount of comfort? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SANT08H KUMAR BASU: My information is 
that there is no congestion at Goalundo, but if there is any, I trust the 
honourable member will exert his influence with the Bengal and Assam 
Railway Advisory* Committee of which he is a prominent figure, to 
relieve that congestion. As for the Government, Government will 
certainly do its part. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the IWble Minister be 
pleased to state if Government haye takep any measures to ascertain 
whether there is scandalous congestion in the Chittagong Mail during 
the last few days? 
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The Hon’Me Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Government do not 
know whtft congestion is scandalous and what is not. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I want a direct reply. I want- 
ed a reply as to whether Government have taken any measures to 
ascertain whether trains coming down from Goalundo, particularly the 
Chittagong Mail, are- getting scandalously congested during the last 
few days ? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Railwa y matters are matters of Central 
Government . 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, we do not want the Secretary 
to mislead you. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Dr. Snnval, you cannot say that the Secre- 
tary is misleading me. It is not fair to sn\ that. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, I found him doing so. It is 
not a question of opinion. Secretary should better keep quiet when 
you are there. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: What is your question? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: My question is whether the Govern- 
ment of Bengal have taken any measures to ascertain if trains coming 
down from Goalundo taking evacuees, particularly the Chittagong 
Mail. urr l>ei njf xramlnlousl) congeMed during the last tew days. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: li, •tore you get the answer, will you 
kindly tell me how could you anticipate that Secretary misled me or 
that Secret an gave me that information? I would request you to 
withdraw that remark. You cannot pass that sort of remark that Sec- 
retary misled me. I am doing my work and you know that 1 am trying 
to accommodate you with regard to this particular question. I have 
given you all }M>ssihle facilities, and I do not think it is fair to pass 
auch a remark. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I would be only too glad to 
withdraw my remark if you kindly let me know what the Secretary 
spoke to you immediately before. 

Mt. DEPUTY SPEAKER: It was absolutely between myself and 
Secretary*. You have no right to ask for it. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, that is a thing which everybody 
8a w in this House. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, I would request you to 
withdraw that remark. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, I would again submit to you 
that there is no question ot withdrawal on a matter of fact. If the 
Secretary has said something eke and if I am told that it was a different 
matter, \ would most gladk withdraw my remark. Hut if the Secretary 
has said that it k a railway matter, then I must say that 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: On a point ot order. Sir. Is 
Dr. Sanval in order when he asks the llon’ble DejmU Speaker to 
disclose what the Secretary has s|>oken to him? 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: No, he <atmot ask that question. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Then he must withdraw that 
remark. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir. I h,m* asked whether the 
(iovei nnient of Bengal ha\o taken an\ steps 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: That question will come later on. What 
I am saving is that it is not fail on vour purl to pass mich a remark, 
and 1 hope you will withdraw it. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I will most gladh withdraw if \oti 
assure me that he did not say that. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That was absolutely a different matter. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: If you say that it is not that advice 
which he gave 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I am not advised bv Secretary in any 
matter. You have no right to anticipate that. I go in my own way. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Then I would gladly withdraw it. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
please tell us if any Government officer has been posted in Chandpur 
and Goalundo to look after the comforts of the evacuees? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. SANT09H KUMAR BA8U: I think arrangements 

have been made to post local officers to look after the evacuees. I can- 
riot give you details now. 


Mr. YUSUF ALI CHOUDHURY: Is the Honble Minister aware 
that there is no medical and sanitary arrangements given by Govern- 
ment at Goulundo Ghat and that two persons have died recently? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: T do not know 
whether medical assistance has been pro\ided for by Government, but 
on# experts that the District Hoard will play its part in this matter. 

Mr. YUSUF ALI CHOUDHURY: The District Hoard has deputed 
two doctors at Goalundo Ghat and other sanitary arrangements, have 
been made, but from the Government side no arrangements have been 
made, and for that reason two persons have died. 


The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BASU: I am not sure that 
these two jiersons died localise Government have not math* any prcni- 
flion although the District Hoard has. 


Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, in view of the fact that 
many of the answers are based on Miimises, will Government contem- 
plate the desirability of making a definite statement in the near future 
ns to the steps Go\ eminent have taken in the districts a^ well as in the 
city of Calcutta with regard to the reception and comfort of the 
evacuees ? ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BASU: If an opportunity 
offers itself to me, I will take that opportunity. 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: ?ft- 

TTtUr wtjjv w fa c?, Cl t-fs r Pf 5 TOf 
Tfu C«tC^ fro — TfTR ^ $;rf| — <3 

'3 wr — (M^ s Sfrtc< su — ; 4 to* 

*t*r«Thr <r tr<r* fa * 


The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I am afraid no such 
information has reached me, but I .shall try to find out what is the 
position. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Politioal prisoner Samar Roy. 

68. Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT MAJUMDAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether** 
political prisoner Samar Hoy, who is at present lodged in .1 ensure Jail, 
is suffering from any serious ailments? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the aflirmuti'e, will the 11 on' hie 
Minister l>e pleased to state — 

(t) what is the uature of complaints he is suffering from; 

(/?) what arrangements, it any, have been made for his proper 
treatment; 

\ (iti) whether he has been placed in Division 1, II, or 111; 

(tr> his weight on first admission to Jail with date; and 
(r) his latest re< orded weight with date? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (,i) and lb) U) The prisoner, 
who is at present in the Hooghh Jail, has no serious symptoms but 
occasionally complains of vague pain in the alwlomen which is relieved 
as soon as he is put on milk diet. 

(//i He lias been thoroughly examined at the Medical Co 
Hospitals and the course of treatment indicated b\ them is l»eing 
followed . 

(in) Division III in Jail. 

(tv) 128 lbs? on 18th July, 1940. 

( r ) 180 lbs. (m 10th February. 194U. 

Mr. NI8HITHA HATH KUNDU: With reference to his answer® 
(a) and (b) (i) and ui), will it Is* possible for the Hon’ bio Minister to 
tell us since when he is complaining of 'ague pain in the al>domen and 
when he was last examined in the Medical College Hospitals? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: ITo was first admitted on 
the 18th July, 1940, and he must have been examined immediately 
after, but I .cannot give the exact date. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon’ble Minister lx* 
pleased to say whether there was an X-ray examination made in *hi® 
case? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I cannot say that. 
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Maintenance affOMWio. for families of two seourity prisoner*. 

0 

M Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA GANGULY: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — • 

(t) whether the security prisoners (1) Sreejut Charu Chandra Roy, 
and (2) Sreejut Tarani Bhusan Shome of Dacca now lodged 
in the Hijli Special Jail have been granted any allowance for 
the maintenance of their families; and 
(it) whether an enquiry was made about the condition of their 
families? 

(b) If the answer to (a) (if) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the result of the enquiry? 

(c) 1 b the Hon'ble Minister aware — 

(f) that Sreejut Cham Chandra Roy was the only earning mem tier 
of his family consisting of his mother, two younger brothers 
and a sister of marriageable age; 

(h) that Sreejut Charu Chandra Roy’s family is, since the death 
of his father, in a starving condition; and 

(lit) that Sreejut Charu Chandra Roy was an advertising agent of 
newspapers and was earning from Rs.50 to Rs.GO per 
mensem ? 

■(</) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware- - 

(t) that Sreejut Tarani Bhusan Shome was the only earning male 
member of his family consisting of his mother, aunt, 
sister and sister-in-law, all widows; 

(if) that they are now in a starving condition ; and 
(iff) thut Sreejut Tarani Bhusan Shome while on detention was 
granted allowance on previous occasions? 

(e) Is the Hon'ble Minister considering the desirability of granting 
Any allowance for their families ? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) (t) (1) No. 

(2) Yes. 

(it) Yes. 

(6) The enquiry did not reveal facts justifying the conclusion that 
An allowance is essential in the case of Babu Charu Chandra Roy. 

(c) (i) and (it) My information is otherwise. 

(in) I have no precise information. 
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(d) (t) Information now available is to the effect that this is so. 

(«) They are reported to be in distress and supported by relatives. 

(iVi) Yes. 

(e) (1) Not in the case of Sreejut Charu Chandra Roy. 

(2) Does not arise in the ease of Sreejut Tarini Bhusan Shome. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: With reference to his answer 
(a) (/) (2), will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state how much has 
been granted to the family of Tarani Bhusan Shome as family 
allowance ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 will give you the full 

information that 1 have got He had been employed in Bharat Insur- 
ance Company then but not after MMX. He claimed when interviewed 
by the District Magistrate. Mr. George, to he at the time of tin* arrest 
the organiser of another insurance company which had admittedly paid 
him nothing and to have been but not now the pioprietor of a printing 
work. He now claims to have made money by the sale of cotton mill 
shares — this was not mentioned in his pre\iou> petitions nor to the 
District Magistrate on interview. Tie had a few rows in what he called 
a dairy at his rented Dacca house. lit' was, in fact, dejKMidenf on his 
brother Unlit and w*as reported to ha\e no income of his own in S 
tember, UMO. The possibility ha« been suggested that Ualit has since 
then died and further enquiries aic U»ing made. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the H on'ble Minister be 
pleased to state how much allow am c has been given to his family? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ ! Its. 20 ]»>r iix'iiscmi). 

MauJvi MD. I8RAIL: With reference to answer (//), will tlie 
Hon’lde Minister be pleased to state the nature of enquiry that was 
made in this case and the reason which led Government to think that 
it is not essential to pay any allowance to Bahu Charu Chandra Roy? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The enquiry was made by 
the Collector through proper agencies. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state in relation to question (r) and the answer thereto what 
he really means. The Hon’ble Minister has said : “My information is 
otherwise.” Here I want to know that when an information received 
by members of this House and the information received by the depart- 
ment are different whether Government think it necessary to hold a 
joint committee of enquiry and enquire into the matter. 
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The Hon’bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The language that I have 
used is*: “My information is otherwise. ” That means that the allega* 
tion made in the question is not true. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer ( c ) (i) and 
(it) where it is stated: “My information is otherwise”, will the 
If on 1 hie Minister he pleased to tell the House what precisely his 
information is? 

The Hon’bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The information is, as I 
have said, u denial of the allegation made. If the honourable member 
has ieason to Indiove that it was otherwise, 1 shall be obliged it he will 
kindly address me. Then I shall make an enquiry. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the ITon’ble Minister please 
tell the House when the enquiry was made? Is it before the death of 
('haru Babu’s father or after that? 

The Hon’bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I must have notice. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon hie Minister he 
pleased to state whether the information of the department differs from 
the information received hv honourable members and, if so, whether a 
joint enquiry can he held? 

The Hon’bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am afraid m\ honourable 
friend has not followed what 1 ha\e said. A- regards the facts <an 
enquiry was made and they were found correct. Therefore I have said : 
"M\ information is ntheru ise.” 1 have m» personal information. 

Point of Order. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. Section 
51 of the Government of India Act. PW5, la\s clown the definite condi- 
tions under which the Ministers will he paid their salaries and the 
circumstances under which these salaries can he changed. Section 
51 (V) la\s down that the salaries of Ministers shall be such as the 
Pnoincial legislature may from time to time by Act of the legisla- 
ture determine and until the Provincial Legislature so determine shall 
he determined by the Governor: provided that the salary of a Minister 
shall not l>e varied during his term of office. Accordingly T gave notice 
of a cut motion of Rs. UK) to raise a discussion alnnit the failure of 
Government to take necessary steps to reduce the salaries qf Ministers. 
It is not a cut motion on the salary itself. A cut motion on the salary 
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itself might be considered to be out of order, because it is a charged 
revenue, 1 ut it is a motion to question the manner in which the (Govern- 
ment have failed to take recourse to section 51 (J) where it is provided 
that from time to time the Legislature will determine the Ministers’ 
salaries and where also it is stated that this salary of a Minister shall 
not be varied during his term of office. I submit when the new 
Ministry has been formed, the term of office oi the old Ministers having 
terminated the question of fixing the salary has been reopened and it 
is the duty of the present Ministry to come forward with proposals 
for salaries of the new Ministers. If they do not do it, the House will 
not have an opportunity to fix the salary. 

Now, Sir, the provision of law is that so long as the Provincial 
Legislature does not determine, it shall be determined by the Governor. 
1 submit it is in order to raise a discussion on that issue that 1 have 
proposed my cut motion, and I do not find in the order paper my cut 
motion included I submit that it is not lair either on the part of the 
office or on the part of the Speaker, e\en if lie is very exalted in his 
position — I do not want to question his ruling — it is not fair nor is it 
•competent for him to go against the Government of India Act itself and 
.seek to provide protection to the Ministers against such a motion of 
mine. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: All that I may tell von is that your 
motion has been disallowed In the Hon’ble Speaker. I will consider 
the matter in the line as to whether J am competent to interfere with 
the decision of the Hon’ble Speaker. I will consider this later on. 
Meantime I shall proceed with the ordinary business of the House. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: As I have already submitted, the 
Speaker has no authority to go against the Government of India Act. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: l will have to consider whether 1 am 
competent to interfere with the decision of the Sj**aker. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: This is a matter which 1 have been 
pressing upon you tor the last two days. You have all the rights of 
the Speaker. You are in the (’hair. If you do not give your decision, 
it is impossible to tarry on the work of this House. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: In this particular matter I will go 
through the relevant section you have referred to. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: I submit that in the meantime the 
discussion on the General Administration should be postponed* 
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Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: I will first of all consider whether I am 
competent to give any decision. Det us now proceed with the work. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That is why 1 have been pressing* 
upon you for the last two days. How can we allow you to proceed 
unless you give your decision on this point? This is absurd. We do 
not propose to be guided by anybody outside the House. We want to 
have the Ministers’ salaries definitely decided. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: I shall deal with it later on. 

Notice of Cut Motion. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: On a point of information and 
also on a point of privilege, Sir. I sent two notices for two cut motions. 
Your office must have received them before the 10th March. I have 
now received a letter from your office which is us follows: “With refer- 
ence to your notices regarding Budget cut motions, I am desired to 
inform you that they have been rejected by the Hon’ble Speaker as 
they were received too late.” Sir, the only rule which controls notices 
of motions is rule ‘Hi, clause (.2) requiring ten days’ notice. If my 
notices were received in the office before the 10th March, certainly 
there was clear ten days’ time because the cut motions in regard to the 
policy about Jails and Convict Settlements will be taken up on the 
21st March and that in regard to police on the 2drd March next. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER : 1 will enquire into t lie matter. I shall 
let you know later on. 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

25— General Administration— General Administration. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, on the recommenda- 
tion of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of 
Rs. 1, 27 . 42, 000 be granted for expenditure under the head “25 — General 
Administration — General Administration." 

(Mr. M. Farhad Razu Choudhury rose to speak.) 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May I have your ruling, Sir, before 
the cut motions are taken up? 


Mr. -DEPUTY 8PEAKER* l shall give it later ^n. 
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Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Shall I get it in the course of th» 

day? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes, I think so. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Thank you. Sir 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI : May 1 know, Sir, why item 
No. 2 has been passed over? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I haw* made a slight change in con- 
sultation with the leaders of different parties. Item No. 2 will he taken 
up later. 

Mr. M. FARHAD RAZA CHOUDHURY: Mr Deputy Speaker, 
Sir. I heir to move that the demand of IN. 1,27,42,000 under the head 
“General Administration” he reduced by IN. 100 My purpose in 
moving this token cut motion is to draw the attention of Government 
and members of this House to the illegal and arbitrary activities of 
the District Magistrates of Noakhah and Tippera and the manner in 
which the provisions of the Defence of India Rules have been grossly 
misused. 

Sir, District Magistrates are very responsible officers of Government 
and have been vested with extraordinary powers under the Defence of 
India Act to counteract and prevent subversive activities ‘ directed 
against the war efforts of Go\ eminent Hut I am confident that little 

did the framers of the Art dream that the wide scope of the Jaw would 

he used as a weapon of oppression against legitimate activities of 
political organisations. 

Theoretically speaking, District Magistrates are the permanent 
executives of Government who aie supposed to possess no political bias 
or prejudice. 

Hut it is a moot point how far this is possible or practicable in 
actual life. 

Then again there is another important psychological factor which 
often plays a great part in inducing responsible officers of Government 
to go out of their way to try and win favour of their political masters. 

I refer to the element of human ambition: this weakness of man has 

been responsible for many grave misdeeds. And greater men than 
mere District Magistrates have succumbed to this, ft is no wonder, 
therefore, that these two District Officers, who belong to the inferior 
service and are now holding officiating appointments of listed post* 
should try to curry favour of their new political mat rs by %ar&Ming 



DEMAND FOR GRANT. 


[1 2th Mabch, 


m 

the members of an organisation politically hostile to the one person who 
has in c Jiis power to make or mar their future. And the knowledge 
that that person is quite capable of being influenced by such extra- 
ordinary zeal on their part has been an incentive in leading such 
responsible officers astray. 

Now, Sir, 1 shall give instances of the flagrant abuse of the Defence 
of India Act by these two ambitious officers. I shall, first of all, take 
the District Magistrate of Noakhali. He it was that was responsible 
for a pu'-lic notification calling upon the general public, under threat 
of prosecution, to give a reception to the Hon’ble Ministers. Can any- 
one imagine a baser abuse of the powers of a District Officer? Has 
anyone ever heard of such a fantastic order of compulsion? I ask 
you, Sir, if such a conduct of a responsible officer of Government can 
be tolerated by any sober Government? 

Then again this District Officer prior to the arrival of the Hon’ble 
.Ministers rounded up influential persons who had given magnificent 
reception to the Muslim League Delegation and passed orders of intern- 
ment and externment. Four Muslim league members, one a passed 
student, two merchants and another a candidate tor the 1LA. Examina- 
tion were interned for five months. Another boy was given the savage 
punishment of being interned for one year for no reason whatsoever 
other than participation in slogans against Mr. Fazlul Iluq. 

Then the Secretary of the District Muslim league and his clerk 
were each interned for three months. Notices were also served under 
the Defence of Indiu Rules on a Press for having published a docu- 
ment in which tlie treacherous, act of Mr. Fazlul Huq was fully 
explained. 

Maulvi ABU HOSSAIN BARKER: On a point of order, Sir Is 
the word “treacherous” which the honourable member lias used in 
describing (he conduct or the alleged conduct of the Hon ’hie Chief 
Minister parliamentary ? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: 1 could not catch what he exactly said. 

I shall send for. the official record and see what wa> the exact w^rd he , 
used. 

Mr. M. FARHAD BAZA CHOUDHURY: On the day of the arrival 
of the Hon’ble Ministers at Noakhali complete hart* it was observed by 
the public. But the overzealous Magistrate served notices on the shop- 
keepers to show cause why they should not be prosecuted. 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Oof ran, Public Prosecutor and President, 
District Muslim League, was served with a notice to show cause why 
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he should not be removed from his office of Public Prosecutorship for 
his non-attendance at the public rec eption to the Hon ’Id* Chief 
Minister. 

M. Abdul Majid Chowdhury. local Government Pleader, has been 
removed from hi* office tor not attending the meeting held to welcome 
the Hon’ble Ministers. And in hi* place two pleaders have already 
been appointed. 

The Xoakhali Islamia Printing Press was searched and the Manager 
of the Press has been prosecuted under the Defence of India Rules for 
printing notice* ot a League Meeting. 

I could go on multiply mg instances of such gross abuse of powers by 
the District Magistrate of Xoakhali. 

Sir, as to the District Magistrate of Tippera, it was this worthy 
officer of Government who before the Hon’ble Minister’s visit to 
Hajigunge home-interned four Muslim students for just a day — and 
that day happened to he the day of the arrival of the Ministers — and 
another good Leaguei was interned for 16 days. And all these acts 
of repression were perpetrated under the Defence of India Rules with 
the sole avowed object ot preventing any anti-Fazlul lluq demonstra- 
tion. 

Then again as Magistrate President of Government Aided Schools 
and Madrnssuhs he issued a “finnan” to all those institutions directing 
attendance of students under threat of stopping Government aid at the 
reception of the Ministers. 

During the visit of the Muslim League Delegation he, without any 
just cause, withheld permission that is necessary under the Defence 
of India Act for the holding of meetings. 

Sir, I have quoted instances ot order of externment and internment 
on Muslim league workers In several cases the orders were with- 
drawn before the expiry ot the full term. We cannot account tor such 
sudden change of mind. If the District Officer was wrong in passing 
such orders which was subsequently withdrawn then the mischief was 
ulready done and harassment caused to lots of innocent persons. If so, 
was he not guilty of such hasty and illegal acts!' Are these not suffi- 
cient evidences of the abuse of powers on the part of the two District 
Magistrates who aspire to be confirmed in their officiating posts, who 
look to the Hon’ble Chief Minister in charge of the Home portfolio 
for betterment of their prospects? If Mr. Fazlul Huq’s conscience is 
clear, if he ha$ not connived at such repressive measures being adopted, 
then let him vindicate his position by accepting my suggestion of a 
Committee being immediately constituted for starting an enquiry into 
the conduct of these District Officers. If the District Officers were 
within their rights, then let the Committee come to that finding and 
14 
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if they are found guilty as alleged, let proper punishment be meted 
out whi<Ji should serve as a lesson and a warning to all officers who 
aspire for higher posts by questionable means. 

Mr, H, 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, knowing the 
character of the present Assembly and the composition of the various 
parties and the interest of the honourable members, who are for the 
time being basking in the sunshine of official favours, in supporting 
the present Ministry even in all its iniquities, knowing also that though 
there are certain sections of this Assembly who declare that they hold 
independent views and only give responsive co-operation to the 
Ministers, they have at the same time dosed their eyes and their ears 
to the change in the character of the administration, knowing also. 
Sir, that there is little chance of getting a just verdict from the House, 
but depending upon the verdict of public opinion, and hoping that the 
conscience of some of the honourable men.boi* on the other side may 
be moved to try and reform the diameter of their own Minister.-), I 
am taking part in this discussion today. 

Sir, the motion has brought into prominence certain vital principles. 
In the first place there has been a change in the character of the 
administration, namely, from a just, a fair and an impartial adminis- 
tration conducted to the best of the ability of the then Ministers, the 
spirit ot the administration has changed to one of revengefulness and 
viudietiveness against its political opponents. In the second place 
are permanent officials of Government, servants of the Ministers, or 
are they servants of the (howii? When peimaneut officials begin to 
imagine that their dut\ lies in sening the whims <>i the Ministers, and 
in using their powet to curb political opinion against the Minister-;, a 
clear ease for an enquiry is made out In the third place. Sir, should 
constitutional agitation cease even though the constitution is function- 
ing through the agency ot Ministers and have not political parties the 
right to demonstrate in au> mannei tlie\ think tit and proper and to 
give expression to their feelings; provided they remain within t lie 
hounds of the constitution, and conduct themselves in the lawful 
manner? 

Aow, Sir. 1 shall prove to the lmnouiahle membeis of this House 
that the administration has changed its character most definitely, as is 
reflected in the conduct ot the District Magistrate of the two districts 
of Noakhali and Tippera. I shall prove to you that these officers are 
utilising their powers to curb political opinion and have relegated them- 
selves to the position uot merely ot henchmen hut of slaves and servants 
of the Ministers. There has been a deliberate attempt. Sir, to suppress 
the legitimate expression of public opinion. So far, Sir, Mr. Farhad 
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Raza Choudhury ha.s given many instances which prove this point to 
the hilt. I shall refer to them concisely, but before I do so would 
like to refer to the answers to two questions given by the Hon'ble the 
Home Minister yesterday and a few days back In answer to question 
No. 121 regarding the procession at Comilla, the Chief Minister stated 
that he did not know why no applicatiqg had been made for permission 
to take out a procession, and the real reason why no action was taken 
against the processionists in respect of the procession having been taken 
out without previous permission, although so ordered undei the Defence 
of India Rules, was that nothing prejudicial was done. This proces- 
sion was taken out on the 2(>th .human. 1042, on a day known as the 
Independence Day, and those honourable members who must have been 
present in their constituencies about that time imH know that when 
these procession* were taken out they uric taken out without previous 
permission. They were attended by a \en huge numhei ot young 
men and tin* slogans which they uttered were not only anti-imperialist 
or anti-dovei'iiment hut weie definitely subversne According to the 
Home Minister tlie-c are not prejudicial acts: according to the Home 
Minister no action is lequiicd to he taken if a procession is taken out 
without permission, and if nothing prejudicial occui* Hut m the 
case of Muslim League procession-, they arc* banned from the very 
beginning: and if anyhodv has the* temciitv to accompany a procession, 
or even to attempt to put om *tcp lot w aid. he is immediately arrested 
and j)ic»seeuted. 

Now, Sn. I call the attention ot the llou-e to tins aspect of the* case 
because 1 propose to test the atiswei <d the Chief Mmistei that pro 
cessions may m due 1 couise lu* hiought out without permission it they 
do not commit any pieimiu lal act h\ seeing it Muslim League pio. 

• *e*sio|]s us well can he taken out w.tiiout any action being taken 
against them. Now. Sir. wli.it ait picjudicial ;» < 1 - avoiding to the 
Home Minister 1 1 1 *> connotation is hiought out in his annuel to 
question No 12^ asked u\ Mi >yed Abdul Majid leganling notice's 
served on ceitam pei-nu* at Nomummi Tin- notices weie served on 
nine peisoiis at .Somnmuii to show cause why they should nd he 
prosecuted for actively paiticipating m ho*iile demonsf i at ions against 
the Chief Mmistei and certain othei Ministers on the occasion of tlieir 
visit to this place. I a-k the House to note the* dates. The notice is 
dated lGtb January: the notice \ue seived on the 1 7th January, hut 
the Ministers weie not expected to pass In that place before the 20th 
and they were not expected men to visit Sonunnun. Rut meicly 
because the people ot Sonaiimiri were good Muslim leaguers, the notice 
was served on the ITtli January, before the Minister* were anywhere 
near, for actively participating in hostile demonstration against the 
Ministers. I ask any person who knows the English language to judge 
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the meaning of this expression and conclude from this that ihe District 
Magistrate of Noakhali has absolutely lost his mental balance. I ask 
again, what is a prejudicial act? The answer of the Chief Minister in 
respect of this notice was that the notice was served for showing cause 
against prosecution for activities of a prejudicial nature and likely or 
intended to cause a breach of |Jie peace, a disturbance of the public 
tranquillity, etc. The question of a breach of the breach on the 17th 
of January does not arise, nor does the notice indicate that it is served 
for activities of a prejudicial nature. The notice says that it is being 
served for active participation in hostile demonstrations against the 
Ministers. 

Consequently, Sir, it follows that the Chief Minister has inter- 
preted participation in hostile demonstration against Ministers as 
activities of a prejudicial nature under the Defence of India Rules. 
Now r , Sir, it is a matter of very great importance to decide — have the 
public a right to demonstrate against the Ministers or not? Have they 
a right to show black flags against them when they arrive at a certain 
place? Have they a right to voice their protest by observing hartals 
or in any other manner? So far as black flag demonstrations are con- 
cerned, it really does not matter a tuppence if these demonstrations 
take place against any of the League members or ex-Ministers. We 
have no police with us, we have no District Magistrate or Subdi visional 
Officer to support us or any authority. For us black flags have no 
significance, but perhaps the District Magistrates knowing full well 
that the black flag to t he Chief Minister is like a red rag to a bull have 
classified showing a black flag to the Ministers amongst the prejudicial 
acts. I ask those gentlemen who have a grain of honesty still left 
in them to judge whether these demonstrations against the Ministers 
at. the present moment are justifiable or not and to judge the conduct 
of District Magistrates from this point of view. 

Now, Sir, what does the District Magistrate of Noakhali do before 
the Hon’hle Ministers arrive within the precincts of Noakhali? In 
Feui a notice was wideh published by the District Magistrate to the 
effect that everyone in that place shall welcome the Ministers and if 
they did not welcome the Ministers or act according to the notice then 
proceedings will be taken against them under the Defence of India 
Rules. Does it not show absolute dementia on the part of the person 
who issued the notice? It is not a question merely of abusing one’s 
powers. It shows that he has lost his mental balance and it is essential 
that before lie is permitted to carry his insanity further in that district 
another person should be appointed in his place. Now, before the 
Ministers arrived notices were served for detention on five persons who 
had the temerity to organise the demonstration in favour of the League 
deputation. Who were those persons? They were — one who had just 
passed the B.A. examination, 2 merchants and 2 students, sons of a 
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retired Government official. Four of them have been interned for 
three months and one of them has been given the savage sentence of 
being interned for one year. When I spoke to the District Magistrate 
he said “Did ] pass that order? Really, did I pass such a monstrous 
order?” But even after I brought this to the notice of the District 
Magistrate and of the Government, no steps whatsoever have been 
taken. 

(At this stage blue light was lit.) 

May I have a much longer time? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: 1 decided to give you the longest time 
— 15 minutes. Do you want two or three minutes more? 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I vs ant about 10 minutes more. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 will give \ou 20 minutes in all. 

Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Thank you. Sir 

Thereafter, Sir, there was a certain demonstration at Feni which 
ultimately led to the expulsion of certain students. On the day the 
Hon’ble ( hief Minister arrived police were posted outside the windows 
of the hostel with the muzzles of then guns pointed at the windows, 
lest the windows might be opened and a demonstration take place. 

While the Chief Minister was at Feni, orders were passed expelling 
seven students. It might be said that this was a matter for the college 
authorities, and not the district authorities. I only wish that that 
was so. Here I wish to repudiate the statement of the Hon’ble the 
Finance Minister, who interferes in these internal matters amongst 
ourselves without knowing anything about them, that wo fomented the 
strike and wanted the students to continue the strike. T can tell 
the Hon’ble Finance Minister or any other Minister who holds that 
view that we did nothing of the kind and if that is the information 
he has received from the district authorities, the sooner he gets rid 
of such district authorities, the better. We certainly sympathised with 
them and did all that we could to assist them in their troubles. The 
other day we received information that everything had been satisfac- 
torily settled, and we expected that things would continue peacefully. 
There was an undertaking given b\ the Suhdivisional League of the 
place, by the t students as well as by the Principal that no comments 
would be made regarding the settlement of the strike in the papers. 
We carried out our part of the agreement. Immediately thereafter, 
however, this insane District Magistrate brings out a statement refer- 
ring to the settlement of the strike in which he attacked the Muslim 
League leaders in terms which would not be used by any responsible 
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person. Now, Sir, he has started the row all over again, and the 
latest information that I have received is that the Principal has been 
forced to go back on all the tenns of the settlement and has served 
a notice upon the boys whose stipends and scholarships he promised to 
restore. I can only hope this information is not correct. 

Thereafter the Ministers go to Noakhali. Before their arrival at 
Noakbali the Secretary of the District League is interned for 3 months 
and his clerk, a man by the name of Siddiqulla — just imagine, his 
clerk — is interned for d months, in the obvious hope that thereafter 
there would be a great demonstration in favour of the Ministers. The 
results of these acts of internments, of these acts of repression were 
obviously just the opposite and when the Ministers arrived there was 
a hartal in Noakhali. 1 may inform the House that the Secretary 
was released after internment oi a month and a half, because there was 
nothing against him and the ordei was patently outrageous. For after 
all the Muslim League is nol a sub\eisivc organisation and the Defence 
of India Pules cannot he legitimaleh applied to its activities. Now 
he is being prosecuted under the Defence of India Pules tor having 
produced a leaflet known as “Sumnjdrohi Sena pah". a document which 
is mild compared to the much more ad\eise comments against the 
personnel of t ho Ministry made in the paper*. This is not considered 
enough. Notice has been served on the lslamia Press. Here, Sir, let 
me report to tin* House the answer that was given b\ the Jlon'hle 
Minister yesterday with regard to this notice. When he was asked on 
what grounds notice was served on lslamia Press he said that the 
fact was that the proprietor was dead and no efforts had been made 
to substitute another person. Now, 1 will read out to this House 
the notice which was actually served on flic lslamia Press and it will 
show that the lloifble Chief Minister is being deliberated misled 
l>\ the local officers. The notice which was served was not because 
the name of the new proprietor was not declared hut because the leaflet 
‘‘was printed b\ your Press without placing the manuscript before the 
District Press Adviser for his scrutiny as required of \ou b\ my pre- 
decessor in office in a meeting held to explain to pres*, owners and 
printers things for guidance of the press during war '. The lslamia 
Press was prosecuted under the Defence of India Hules. The Chief 
Minister said yesterday that the real reason why the pi operation was 
started was that no substitution was made after the death of the 
previous proprietor. Then notices have been served on sixteen hotels 
for observing hartal. Have we not got the right to observe hartal? 
Has not that been done even where without it being considered a 
prejudicial act? In Calcutta thousands of hartal * have been held. 
The ground given is that the hartal inconvenienced a large number of 
persons who could not get their food, and that it was against the 
notice that had been previously circulated by the District Magistrate. 
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I asle» honourable members to recall to mind those notices in which 
it wai stated : “You shall welcome the HouTde Ministers; Otherwise 
action will be taken under the Defence of India Rules”. This is the 
notice. It runs as follows: “Whereas it has been reported to me that 
you closed your hotel on the 19th instant in order to observe hurtal 
on the occasion of the visit of the Hou’blte Chief Minister and other 
Ministers to Noakhali, in spite of my orders prohibiting such action 1 ' 
— has anybody a right to say that nobody shall observe hartal and 
warning that such actions are liable to prosecution under the Defence 
of India Rules thereby causing a good deal of inconvenience to a large 
number of persons in Noakhali on that day xou are hereby directed 
to show cause . 11 . etc 

Now, Sir, a notice was served on the Public Prosector, a respectable 
gentleman appointed permanenth and not toi a term to show cause 
win he should not he removed trom the panel of Public Prosecutors. 
The letter indicated that the District Magistrate leceived the order to 
issue notice from the highei aulhonties. and the explanation of the 
Public Prosecutor was to be toj warded to Government. That shows 
not onlx that the District Magistrate is serving t 1 m* interests of the 
Minton, but it also proves the \indietive character of the Ministry 
itself The Public Pioseculoi was called upon to show cause why 
he did not attend the Darbar of the ( hiei Mmisfei lie had told the 
District Magistrate lhat he had some session eases pending for that 
<li»\ ; and he did not know whether the session eases would be taken 
up. On that dnx the District Judge was present at the Darbar and 
the eases did not come up Still notice was served upon him to show 
cause why his name should not be removed from the panel of Public 
Prnserutois. A box named Abdul Kanin was arrested for just holding 
a black Hag and bailed out on Rs. PM); and the telegrams which were 
sent from that locahlx to sin that a hartal had taken place* in Noakhali 
and that the hartal had been successful were withheld bv the District 
Magistrate Now, Sir, something more has been done*. The (hair- 
man of the Debt Settlemni Hoard and members of the Debt Settlement 
Board are being threatened that thex will la* removed from their 
offices because thex are suspected of having League ‘•x mpathies. In 
Lakhimpur leaflets were being distributed before t lie Ministers arrived 
and the police snatched awax those leaflets Wnise than th.it the 
Government Pleader of Lakhimpur, a respectable old gentleman---! 
bad the pleasure of meeting him for tire first time after the Ministers 
had departed — a very respectable gentleman, was served with notice 
on the Kith January, — Ministers were arriving at Lakhimpur on the 
19th — to this effect: “You are actively participating in hostile demon- 
strations on the occasion of the visit of the Ilon’lde Thief Minister”. 
How could there be demonstrations before the Ministers arrived there, 
and yet this notice wm served on the 16th, although the Ministers 
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arrived on the 19th, for “actively participating in hostile demonstra- 
tions oh the occasion of the visit of the Chief Minister ana other 
Ministers to Noakhali and whereas such demonstrations are likely to 

endanger the public peace ”, etc. This notice was served, and 

on the basis of this notice this gentleman has been removed from the 
office of GoverndFenf Pleader. (Cries of “Shame, shame” from the 
Opposition benches.) I ask the House to judge whether the character 
of the Ministry has changed or not. 

Now, Sir, in Sonaiinuri there is a Madrassah; 200 boys study there. 
The school has had cent, per cent, success in the examinations. But 
all the grants have been withheld at the instance of the District Magis- 
trate who is the Chairman of the District School Board. Is this the 
new policy of the Ministry to destroy an institution — an institution 
which is serving that locality and where so many students are getting 
education ? 

Now, Sir, in general all meetings of the Muslim League have been 
prohibited. As 1 have said before, the Muslim League is not a sub- 
versive organisation. We have done nothing against either the prose- 
cution of war or against Government, or against the constitution. 
Our purpose is to educate the public, enlist their sympathies and ask 
them to join the League. What right has anybody to forbid these 
meetings, particularly in those places where the Ministers have them- 
selves been to carry on their propaganda? Where the Ministers have 
already fouled the atmosphere we have every right to carry on our 
propaganda,, but instead all meetings have been forbidden. What 
possible justification can there be? The ground given is absurd. 

(At this stage the member reached his time-limit but was allowed 
to continue though there were objections from the Coalition benches. ) 

We have already been gagged outside. Why do you desire to 
gag me inside? (Laughter). 

The ground given by the District Magistrate is that the personnel 
of the Ministry is being attacked and not its policy, but the Ministry 
is composed of persons without any policy at all and they cannot 
possibly do any good to the country or even in the matter of prose- 
cution of the war. At all events, I do maintain that if any prejudicial 
act has been done which will interfere seriously with the prosecution 
of the war, it is beiug done by the District Magistrates who are anta- 
gonising the Muslims and antagonising the Muslim League. We are 
anxious to see that the war is prosecuted properly but we also want 
the House to take note of the fact that injustice is being done to the 
Muslim community. 

Let us now come to Tippera where the list is not v#rv large. 
Maulana Arixur Rahman Islamubadi, a preacher, a pleader, was asked 
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to go otit of Tippera for eight days, but the District Magistrate is not 
allowing any meetings to be held by him even after the expiry of the 
time. 

Mr. Abdul Matin, on Assistant Recruiting Officer and o very loyal 
subject of Government was interned for 15 d^ys** previous to the 
arrival of the Ministers at Nangalkot lest there should be any public 
demonstration against them. One of the brilliant boys of our com- 
munity was interned in Ilajiganj for 15 days previous to the arrival 
of the Hon 'hie Ministers there. All these things were done in order 
to control public opinion, and 4 persons were interned actually in their 
homes on the day on which the llon’ble Ministers arrived at Ilajiganj. 
Honourable members might remember that we wanted to hold a meeting 
on the 19th January at Daudkandi where the Ministers w-ere expected 
on the 21st January. Permission was refused to us perhaps on the 
ground that our meeting might interfere with the reception of the 
Hon’ble Ministers. There inis a meeting of mine to be held at Sarail 
in the subdivision of Rrahmanbaria on the 29th January. Permission 
was asked for on the Pith January and for 14 days nothing was heard 
of. The l)i strict Magistrate gave us permission on the 27th of 
January in the evening, thinking, perhaps, that as he hud given no 
time for the issue of leaflets the meeting might he dropped but it 
was not dropped. 

Now, I come to anothei \en important point. In Paschimgaon « 
number of blnok-fiaggists wanted to welcome the Hon'ble Ministers; 
it was attacked by the Police when it was a mile away from them, and 
a gentleman who was carrying a black flag was arrested. The crowd 
shouted “Allaho-Akbar. M A Pesh-Imam was arrested for shouting 
“Allaho-Akhar” 

(At this stage the honourable member reached the time-limit.) 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Order, order. You have already 
taken ‘12 minutes and it is not possible to give you more time. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. May 
I submit that there are 54 motions given notice of under General 
Administration for discussion on two days. Our party has got certain 
very important motions given notice of. May we request you, Sir, to 
kindly allot the total time to he taken by our friends to the left, by 
the Government and by ourselves respectively during these two days, 
so that we may accommodate our speakers accordingly? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Let us dispose of this motion first. I 
shall afterwards consult the Party leaders and then fix the time. 
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Maulvi ABU H088AIN IARKAR: I heard with rapt attention 
the splech delivered by my friend the ex-Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy and 
it reminded me of a Bengali proverb which runs thus “Bhuter mukhe 
Ram nam” 


Mr. H. 8. 8BHRAWARDY. On a small point of order, Sir. I 
wanted to speak somewhat later after hearing what the honourable 
members on the other side had to say, if they had any local knowledge 
of Noakhali and Tippera. I was given to understand that no one was 
going to speak from the other side. If I had been allowed to speak 
later, I would have been able to meet their points. I am sorry to say 
I have been misled. 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Suhrawardy, I gave you the 
maximum time that was possible. It is only fair on the part of the 
Chair to give Government a chance to place their viewpoint. So, I 
have asked Mr. Abu Uossnin Sarkar to speak. After that, I shall also 
allow the Congress Party to speak on this motion which is considered 
by them to be of so much importance. 

-Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: That is true. Sir. I thought that no 
one was going to speak from the other side except the llon’ble the 
Chief Minister. I don’t understand how you associate Mr. Abu Hossain 
Sarkar with the Government. 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FA1LUL HUQ: Sir, may I make a sugges- 
tion Y Mr. Suhrawardy complains that it would be better if he knew 
what Goxernment had to say with regard to some very serious 
allegations that had been made against our District Officers. Sir, 
although it may be somewhat unusual, I am prepared to make a state- 
ment with reference to the charges that have been made and let the 
House have a delta to on the facts that I may disclose. I think that it 
is fair to the Opposition that they should know what I have got to say 
in answer to the allegations that ha*e been made and if that commends 
itself to the House, I shall be prepared to make a brief statement. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER* After the Leader of the House has 
made his statement, I shall call upon Sir Nazimuddin to close the 
debate or the Leader of the Congress Party will have a chance. Are 
you prepared to adopt that course? 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Let the Leader of the House make a 
statement. 


Mr. CIA8UDDIN AHMED: The Hon’ble Chief Minister should 
have a right of reply. 
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Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDARt The Hon’ble Chief 
Minister should be called upon to make a statement at the emt of the 
debate. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ! The reason why I wish 

to make a statement is simply this. I find that it would not he possible 
for speakers on either side to take part in the debate with calmness, 
consideration and also without passion or prejudice. I wish to make a 
clean statement of facts as far as I know and as far as I have been able 
to ascertain. It would clarify matters and it may be that it would 
put an end to an acrimonious delvate. It is for this reason that I desire 
to make a statement as briefly as possible if the House permits. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, it would be most 
convenient if the Ilon'ble Chief Minister were (‘ailed upon at the end 
of the debate to make a statement and meet all the joints raised in the 
course of the debate. This would avoid duplication of speeches. I 
surest, Sir, that Mr. Aim Hossain Sarkar who was already on his 
leg** should be allowed to continue. At the end of the debate the 
Hon’blp Chief Minister ma\ make his statement. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: It has been the tradition of this House 
that whenever the Leader of the House or the Leader of the Opposition 
wants to make a statement the House permits him to make that state- 
ment without interruption. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: I rise to a point, of 
order, Sir. The Leader ot the House was pleased to say that he would 
like to make a statement later on it he is not now allowed to make it. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Leader of the House can, 1 think, 
make a statement at any time in the House. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN SAR&AR: As I was just going to say, 
Sir, the attitude of the honourable Mr. Suhrawardy 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I am no longer honourable and 1 am 
happy that I am not called honourable along- with that body of persons 
who have now got that appendage. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: As I was just going to say, 
Sir, the attitude of Mr. Suhrawardy, no longer honourable as he has 
himself said, reminds me of a Bengali proverb spf Vfa SftT" \ 

He has characterised the activities of the present Government as 
oppressive to a section of our countrymen, namely, the Muslim 
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Leaguers, but let me remind this House, and especially Mr. Subrawardy, 
of the 1 activities of the Government which Mr. Suhrawardy had the 
honour of adorning as a bright luminary. 

I will only refer to some of the oppressions perpetrated by the 
Government in which Mr. Suhrawardy had a seat, on political parties 
who were then in the Opposition. 

Mr. H, 8. SUHRAWARDY. Rut we are not a subversive 
organisation. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: The first instance of their 
oppression appeared in their attempt to muzzle the Press. The Krishak- 
Proja party had a paper called “Krisbak-Proja.” This weekly paper 
used to criticize the policy and the activities of Government of the 
day 


Maulvi ABUL HA8HIM: But Mr. Suhrawardy had nothing to do 
with the muzzling of the Press. He was not the Chief Minister who 
was primarily responsible for it. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Sir, because of that attitude 
of that paper (Loud noise from the Opposition Benches.) 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: On a point of order, Sir. My point is 
that the motion before the House refers to the activities of the two 
District Magistrates of Noukhali and Tippera. Therefore, Sir, the 
speaker is quite irrelevant when he refers to extraneous matters having 
not the remotest bearing on the subject under discussion. I would 
ask you, Sir, to request the present speaker to be relevant. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: As far as I can understand, it may be 
that he is developing his point by referring to past incidents and I 
hope he will presently come to the subject matter under discussion. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Thank you, Sir. 

Then, Sir, the whole press and its office was one day surrounded by 
a gang of policemen and the press was seized by force of arms and the 
paper subsequently had to stop its publication. This is only one 
instance. of the oppressions of the Government of which Mr. Suhrawardy 
was a bright jeweh 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: On a point of order, Sir. The 
present motion relates to the activities of certain District Magistrates 
and that matter has already been thoroughly discussed. In view of 
that fact, Sir,fl beg to submit whether my honourable friend opposite 
is entitled to refer to something which happened long long ago. 
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Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: As I have already stated, he is refer- 
ring to past incidents with a view to developing his point and J[ have 
allowed him to do so. I hope the Opposition will please have some 
patience and give him a hearing and there will be no more of inter- 
ruptions. When Mr. Suhrawardy was speaking there was no dis- 
turbance and, therefore, it is only fair that the Opposition should allow 
the present speaker to develop his points in his own way. 

Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY^ May 1 submit, Sir, that the present 
motion relates to the oonduct of the District Magistrates of Noakhali 
and Tippern and t%t it has nothing to do with the activities of the 
past Ministry. In the second place, Sir, I cannot be blamed for all 
the activities of the previous Government. As a matter of fact I, who 
was just an ordinary Minister in the previous Fazlul Huq Government 
and who was certainly not the Chief Minister, cannot he blamed for 
all its activities. 


Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: It may be, Sir, that 
Mr. Suhrawardy was not the Chief Minister in the previous Govern- 
ment but there is no denying the fact that Mr. Suhrawardy happened 
to be a leading luminary in the Cabinet. 

Then, Sir, with regard to the meeting of Muslim League held in the 
Dental College Ilall where you were elected the Secretary of the then 
Moslem League one Mr. Robertson of the Calcutta Police with a body 
of constables broke open the door of the House in which the meeting 
was being held and forcibly dispersed the gathering at the instance of 
the Government of Mr. Suhrawardy. 

Again, when the Opposition of the then Government organised a 
meeting somewdiere in the district of Faridpur of which my honourable 
friend, Mr. Abul Fazl, was the president, a gang of policemen was sent 
immediately by the Government of Mr. Suhrawardy for dispersing the 
meeting by force of arms. 

Then, Sir, you know fully and this House also knows of the Park 
Circus incident in which Mr. Ilumavun Kabir of the Bengal Legislative 
Council and Mr. Abul Mansoor, two respectable public men, were 
badly beaten and insulted by the hooligans of Mr. Suhrawardy, and 
why ? — Because they had oommitted the sin of being in the Opposition. 
And the wonder of all wonders is that Sir Nazin^uddin and 
Mr. Suhrawardy were later on found shaking the hands with the leader* 
of those hooligans who took part in that nefarious affair. 

Then again, Mr. Deputy Speaker, you know that a meeting was 
organised by the members of the Opposition at Gaibandha and it had 
been arranged that the leaders will be accommodated in the Dak 



m 


DEMAND POE GBANT. 


[12th Ma*ch, 


Bungalow. But when the leaders went there, they found the wife of 
the Diftrict Magistrate occupying the Dak Bungalow at the instance 
of Mr. Suhrawardy. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, you know the incident when the meeting of 
the Jamiat-ul-Ulema was being held in Calcutta under the presidentship 
of that most venerable gentleman, Mr. Obaiduliah Sindhi. That 
meeting was dispersed by a body of police force and a gang of hooligans 
and goondas who belonged lo the party of the ex-honourable 
Mr. Suhrawardy 

Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: It is a lie. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Then, Mr. Deputy Speaker, 
you know of the other incident at Comilla where when a meeting was 
being held in tbe Town Hall a respectable gentleman, Mr. Ashrafuddin 
Ahmed Chuudhury was assaulted— — 


Khwaja 8ir NAZI MUD DIN: On a point of order, Sir. The 
honourable member has had plenty ot time to develop his point and 1 
submit that up to now there has keen no rele\anc*y in his speech. 1 
appeal to you to see that the honourable member is relevant to tbe 
point. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: On a point of order. 
Sir. Before you give your ruling on this point of order. 1 wish to 
make a statement because otherwise 1 would not get an opportunity 
to do so. We are discussing “General Administration". The Hon* hie 
Mr. Suhrawardy’s speech (Cries of “Xo.^o, not honourable.”) — I find 
there is objection to the appellation “Hon'ble”. then l withdraw it — 
my friend Mr. Suhrawardy’s speech and Mr Abu If ossa in Sarkar’s 
speech give a comparison on the question of “General Administration" 
between the activities ui the past Ministry and those of the present 
one. In the circumstances, it is necessary now that all these facts 
should be placed before the House so that the House may form its own 
judgment and there need be no concealment of facts unless there are 
people who are afraid of these facts. It is those facts of which they 
were guilty and for which they were responsible. We on this side 
without demur and with the greatest patience gave the most courteous 
hearing to dur friend ou the other side who spoke just before and there 
was not that organised interruption by frivolous points of order with 
a view to create disorder. But, Sir, they have not followed that 
example. Therefore, I suggest that if these needless points of dis- 
order in the garb of order are allowed to continue, then, Sir, that may 
be followed by members on this side. Mr. Abu Hossain Sarkar has 
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been interrupted time and again and the time of the House has been 
unnecessarily wasted. ^ We wish the other side to show the* same 
courtesy as the previous honourable member has enjoyed. 

Mr* DEPUTY SPEAKER: So far as the point of order raised by 
Sir Nazimuddm is concerned, I may tell him that I am closely follow- 
ing the speech of Mr. Abu Hossaiu Sarkar and the trend of his speech 
leads me to think that lie is making a^jomparison of the past Govern- 
ment with the present Governirfent and I think that he is coming to 
hi9 conclusion with regard to the activities of the present Government 
and he is trying to^ieet the points raided by Mr. H. S. Suhrawurdy. 
Let me hear him further and if necessary I will stop him. 

Mr. ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: In ih at meeting, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, you will be bonified to know that the cap of Mr. Ashnafuddin 
Ahmed Choudhury was taken away from his head and was burnt in 
the open street. 

Again, Sir, you know the incident which took place with reference 
to another honourable member, I mean Dr. Snnnullah, in Chittagong, 
lie was going somewhere to conduct propaganda against the then 
Government and he was attacked l>v the hooligans of the Muslim 
League, his amatna, his cap and his long coat, usually worn by Ihe 
Hajis of Bengal, were taken awa> and made a show of in order to dis- 
grace the most honourable Doctor of the Calcutta High Court. 

Sir, these are some of the instances which characterised the Govern- 
ment of which the honourable Mr. Suhrawurdy happened to he a 
member. 

Coming to the other side oh* he picture, I may remind the honourable 
Mr. Suhruwardy as to how he set Government officers to suppress 
propaganda against his Government. I happened to he in the 
Opposition and generally I used to practise at that time in Goibandha. 
There the Subdivisional Officer was a Muslim leaguer, the Sub- 
divisional Munsif was in support of the Muslim League and not only 
that, the thaua officer, the police inspector, the railway station master, 
the post master, the sub-inspector of m bools and other officers of 
Government or semi-Government institutions were all at that time 
supporters of the Muslim League and the> were placed there in order 
to suppress the movement of the Krishak-Praja Party which conducted 
activities against the tl^ii Ministry of which Mr, Suhrawurdy happened 
to be a member. These were the actual things aud this Mr. Suhrawardy 
now comes forward and says that the Government officers are now 
oppressing the Muslim Leaguers, but who are these officers ? The 
District Magistrate of Comilla happened to be the Subdivisional Officer 
of my subdivision. He was Sir Nazimuddin’s man and he was sent to. 
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suppress the propaganda against the then Ministry. Tjp^present con- 
duct of that gentleman* is also questionable. Mr. Suhrawardy was 
very loud in complaining against him, but he Jfid not tee the other 
side. I may remind him that when the Hon’ble Ministers of this 
Government went to Comilla, that gentleman issued orders under 
section 144 against the Krishak-Praja workers who belong to the 
Ministerial Party now. Again, when the workers of that party were 
arranging for the reception of the Ministers, tfcey were openly beaten 
by the Muslim Leaguers and mote tha# a dozen people were wounded 
and the District Magistrate did not take any steps whatsoever which 
were expected from that office^, 

Now, Sir, I forgot to mention another tlfhgf What about the 
Jessore District Board? A meeting of some members or bogus 
members was held under a tree and the mosfr* respected Chairman of 
that district Mr. Waliur ltahman, M.L.A., was removed from the 
chairmanship on a flimsy ground. But the Court came to his rescue 
and he was restored to his chairmanship. What does Mr. Suhrawardy 
say about the conduct of his Government now? What about the case 
against Mr. Nausherali? The honourable gentleman conducted pro- 
paganda against the arbitrary orders of the Government for jute 
restriction and he along with some other M.L.As. were arrested and 
were awarded the brutal punishment of one and a half years’ imprison- 
ment and a fine of Rs. 600. Can Mr. Suhrawardy say that that punish- 
ment was very lenient? Very recently all the honourable gentlemen 
were acquitted by the High Court. This was the character of the 
Government that was conducted by Mr. Suhrawardy and his gang. 

Now, coming to the present circumstances, I may mention at least 
one instance in which his Muslim Leaguers beat an honourable member 
of this House, Mr. Hosanuzzamau. Is he not now conducting the 
whole gang to discredit the present Government? He complains of 
oppression and gives instances. 1 do not know whether they are true 
or not. The Hon’ble Chief Minister who is also the Home Minister is 
in possession of facts and he will state about these cases, but I am 
prepared to say 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Sarkar, your time is up and I will 
have to accommodate one or two more speakers. 

Dr* NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, the question be now put. 

Mr. ABU H&SSAIN SARKAR: That it is the business of 
Mr. Suhrawardy to set people deliberately to break the law to gain 
cheap popularity and discredit the present Ministry. 


Dr. MAUMAIQIHA SANYAL; Sir, I more the closure motion. 
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Mr. DEPdfrY SPEAKER: My intention^ was that I would ask 
Mr. Datta to^spfak n*w. If you are serious about the closure tnotion, 
f will have te M asl0he Hon’ble Chief Minister to speak now. 

« 

Dr. MALJ|I^K8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, as I have been insisting from 
the beginning, there should be a time-limit, otherwise many important 
matters would be shut out. Three minutes mti} be given to Mr. Datta 
and 10 minutes to the Hon'ble Chief .Minister. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. intention is that I will give 10 
minutes to Mr. D&ttaw) Minutes Mr. tiolam Sarwar Hosaini and 
will ask the Hon’ble Chief Minister to speak afterwards. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA^SANYAL: Sir, I may submit that Mr. Datta 
will not take more than ‘1 to 4 minutes and you may give whatever 
time you think reasonable to the Hon’ble Chief Ministei. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I 
want to make the position of the Congress Party in regard to this 
motion dear. We fully recognise the necessity for securing civil 
liberty, and the Congress during the last few years has been insistently 
demanding that Government should refrain from taking such measures 
as are directed to curtail the liberties of the people. In order to 
secure civil liberty we are determined to take some amount of risk. 
While this has been the policy ot the Congress all along, the Congress 
has also been anxious to see that hooliganism may not grow in the 
country, especially during the emergency through which we are hour 
passing and lilierty may not degenerate into licence. Such being the 
position of the Congress and having in our possession facts regarding 
the events that have happened in the district of Tippera, and regarding 
the anti-national activities of some section of the Muslim League, we 
feel that our party will not be justified in extending their support to 
this motion especially in the form in which it has been moved, 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I know of certain incidents that hapjiened 
in the district of Tippera. Before the visit of the Hon’ble Ministers 
there was a visit of Sir N azimuth) in, Mr. Suhrawardy and Maulana 
Akram Khan. On that occasion some persons on behalf of the Krishak- 
Proja Party went to the station with black flag to demonstrate their 
disapproval of their conduct, but, Sir, those persons who went with 
black flag were beaten by some Muslim Leaguers at the station 
(“Shame, .Sham*,’’ from the Coalition Benches) and as a result they 
were injured. Those supporters of the Moslem League who went to 
the station were armed with Ini hi* and other deadly weapous, t but the 
District Magistrate did not take proper step* to help those persons who 
went theft to demonstrate their disapproval with black flag. 

15 
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Then some time after an honourable member of this llouse, Maulvi 
Hasamfezaman, was assaulted in broad daylight is the town of Comilla 
by certain Muslim Leaguers. 

* 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY ; On a point of order, Sir. This 
^ mat ter is sub judice and, therefore, is it proper on the part of a member 
to refer to it and say that persons were assaulted by certain Muslim 
Leaguers P 

»,* Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: I do not think, Mr. ISuhrawardy, it is 
a point of order. * 

Mr. DHIRENDRA HATH DATTA; Sir, I do not know when the 
Hon hie Ministers went to Noakhali. Some incidents did happen in 
the Laksam station — 

Mr, ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI. On a point of order, Sir. I 
seek your ruling on this point: are we permitted to refer to matters 
which are sub judice? , 

< 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER. The point of order raised by 
Mr. Suhrawardy is that the matter under discussion is sub judice . 
He did not make any particular reference. Mr. Dattta said that some 
gentlemen were assaulted by some Muslim Leaguers. I do not know' 
whether the matter is in a Court. 

Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: I am pointing out that the matter 
is in a court and the statement made by Mr. l)atta is not correct. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. All these are questions of facts. I 
have, therefore, allowed Mr. Datta to go on. 

Mr, ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI • I want your ruling, Sir. Are 
we allowed to refer to matters which are sub judice in our speeches in 
this House? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Certainly not. We cannot. But in 
this matter 1 do not know whether it is in a court or not. It is a 
general remark against some Muslim Leaguers and I have, therefore, 
allowed Mr, Datta to go on. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: Is it your ruling, Sir, that a 
fact about which any member speaks and about which you do not know 
anything and which is already a sub judice matter will be allowed to 
be discussed ? I Want to know if in that case your ruling would be 
that the discussion can be held. 
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Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: When the Hon* hie Ministers 
went to Xoakhali, something happened at Lakshum and prosecution 
was started against some persons who claimed to be Muslim leaguers, 
The.se persons admitted that the procession was held without th#, 
permission of the District Magistrate. They were prosecuted and* 
aentenced till the rising of the Court. I do not know what exactly 
happened in the district of Xoakhali. But I was in the district of 
Tippera, I was “In the town of Comillu and I know that nothing ha* 
happened which can justify a motion like this. On the other hand, it 
is the Kriehak-Proja Party and those who demonstrated their dis- 
approval of the conduct of the Muslim Leaguers were badly treated by 
the District Magistrate. Therefore, in view of the facts which I am in 
possession, I do not think that we can lend our support to this motion 
though we are fully aware or rather anxious to secure the liberties of 
the people. So far as Xoakhali is concerned, I am not aware of it. 

I do not know what has happened there, but as in the motion there is 
a reference to the activities in the district of Tippera, though we are 
fully anxious to secure civil liberties of the people, vA* cannot lend 
our support to this motion. * 

Sir, before I take my seat I want to mention one fact. Mr. Kuhra- 
wardy has referred to tacts that on the 26th of January a procession 
was held without the permission of the District Magistrate. This 
House is aware that so fur as 26th January is concerned a circular was 
issued by the Government to this effect that for celebrating the 
Independence Day processions and meetings can be held without the 
permission of the District Magistrate and as a matter of fact last year 
and the year before last such processions and meetings were held in the 
town of Comilla without the permission of the District Magistrate. So 
reference to activities, namely, processions and meetings held on the 
26th January for celebrating the Independence Day ought not to have 
been made bv Mr. Suhrawardy. 

There was a circular and perhaps he was not aware of it. The 
processions and meetings were held previously without the permission 
of the District Magistrate. This time also processions and meetings 
were held without the permission of the District Magistrate. Sir, I 
have tried to make the position of our party clear that though we are 
anxious to secure the liberty of the people, we cannot lend our support 
to this motion especially in the form in which the motion has been 
worded. . 

Mr. SHAH 8YED COLAM SARWAR HOSAIMI: 

’wr.’iw’TT ft: c*t?**>w ft: c’tnwft'a ftrpmr 

.kills '9 1PR — 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. When 
do you propose to put this matter to guillotine and when you will 
allow us to move our motion? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: I will try to finish by 11 o’clock. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will we sit up to 1 o'clock? 
Otherwise how can you take other motions? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: You have got two days. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. I hope you will then gee that no 
other motion is moved before our motion is taken up. 

Mr. 8HAH 8YED COLAM 8ARWAR H08AINI: & 

^rtfir ^ s rr> ; oftr^ (?i q 

farpr* fir: m mw* cstoft ^ iwsft 

i ^tfir ws 

fVi felfo TTtfVc^ toe ^rtfir ^fess^i <rtfif i 

feSt^ Q WM administration fit: 

c*r w %c«w S^tfrs ^fartc^r ^rtfi 3 

trfefirfir fir: C 5 tt 3 trtftir crt w it* 

^firrefe 1 c* •nri firs’E ^=r "^Rrt^otoi ^^y.7 
fitted <w- ^ftpr srrtfiycjfr:* w trrc -s c*z*ft fir^ cr?r <$ft 
^finrrc-’R 1 *ttfi *FN <tt ormtfft 

*Jtf«rc}P ’f'xft *firai vftc^r 1 fir: c^rasatfa vfc msPi worn, 

r^tWT^Tt Tfa 4 f\*>i sco ^rr^r 1 ij^sR sco 

*rcw cs**rt<r nra c’rth fir-tw^n *$cs ?n 1 fir: 

WTp (A voice : *PI, *rC‘tt?^ |) (yrfWT^t 

etc* ^pr-f ra 1 fefit 3 or omrt^ft 3 fimn toe ^firci sg r 

’fesra w ok$$ wf ^ 1 4$ ^firve^ fw^ srtfio 

fro Ffr a c^ttrwffa vsrftpr fetr^ differ Ju^ ^*r?i 3 *ft*R toh' 
fro^T* 1 TO^t^n *n ^ ifar fir^ ^5^51 f^r 1 

CF^n (?r to ^ S^ffrs <7mrwffa sr- 

fast ^rm crotch 3rc^ ^rontfai rnrfi^ ^tc$ on^ftr^r 

^itr^ faror firt*fa os % 1 c^mrfitt^ fe5t8 srnfatgfc ij^r: 

15* tor? <?NtR wi 1 fir&t? ^rrt?r 

fr: ^*1 (prtfiR ^fer ^ 

ottswftro ^r ^tfir ^rm firrt? cro? 
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<^ 49^3 ipfR] 4 % i *t$T*j* iwfa 4 ** 

(TO^tft xfa** xrrfax? 4 ct%k “c^i $*i (^rniNT^t ^rrnr^^r, c^tisi c^r 
v* cron 41 i Wrtm *t*r *#r ¥ 9 ^ 5 t r*iTC 543 ^cw ; ^r^mTOr 
csWi cTO 4 ^ *ff%TOrei ^Rxs ifan 4 i i xR ^Trn c^iwft 
waiter $fai (Tirs ^rr^r 4i i xR ?pr r ^ffa $1* c*R ?pr <j?| 3R1 nr 

*^f 3 ir=r *tr* i TOiWfT cs^rt^ iftxx** to TOrtifeft tot 
itfayflrR* to TOrtitsfr (TIRot to TOrtir^ sftWtTR* ^ i 

C4T4Wft TfrilN ftpi (?m kw rr*4 (cheers) | 1*i 4t$TjS 

i*4R TOr* tffepfe faTifksR r w^r tot* *m ^rn?R 

*TTO CsTTfXXT IX* fax* T5tT* *FS7*1>I *’*4 |" i]£ TOT *4l 44t4 $t* 

’flew iR stn xr i xHlx* R^rs c*T44t??R tot $ry < r to* 

«\fm tot 4tsT *tfa 3^ (yfo cTOtinfr csrr Rfe-r sromr xfafR ^xr 
4#R R*X* “TORXIrtft TOrMfV TO* R^SRR ^tf<T5 5XTO 4$ R$TOT 
*ro uTOfas (ctowiR) cftir'ftoR f^RCT ^>ft*fr<^ ^©w«t 
ksfas rx 1 to 4 x* “ $ fro fa faxro rx* cxto R»f i” tot *tft trotn^ 
TO4 XT? i TOC4 ryrq CXttfWt 44* IN qRrr3‘fo* Stfaxi 4faTO, 
“4^ fa crotch trfalffa t=ti ’ xfar xx to *’x 4£ ^ 4*x AtAr 414 
<y*7$ TO* & ctotit# 73 cron to;* ^n -sfam ata to. to 
wsr rx- hVXT'A XTOtp’l ^ *3^4 ^'fl vfhyft A- try ^TCy i” 
vpjfPrs “WS’CSlfT ^rt^fa” 

^tiRM ^fspfotr^ *srr$^t ^ c*t^t i r 5irrrs^ c^tr-rt^ >11772-7 44; 

WT .tfiVyrTrTT^ R=f^ ^OT^TTS ^^'5 iVlfbA I <?rtt?$ 

4*' YtTTf YV?t *f* A~llAVHto *n 177173- A" ’JR 

A ">m T51 A'TArZA At TTSTT aiUMidaiice M W 5771 fc* I (TTt^n- 
■sffaH 7pf?i ^75*4 ^R<h ^fi, ^rnrf^ft^H w-tr* 54 >175x^4 R^^ 4#?t4 
*5aj c&mrzvpFt TftAA ^fa^tri cir^ Pffi r j ^t^nfox^ 1 q 

< 7 Tm^t#t 4 Rfkf 47 HT 1 TO TtU fan ^fsPToH f=T 4 X 9 i ^ 

44R tfStt ^R-m t 145 4-474 477*14^ r^mfkr 1 

Public Prosec* u tor ^T 4t4 4 f I "51574 TO4 Rr^Wk^ 

?ff3 Rjpf ifaf TOt^41 fan 1774^? i <34’ 7Tt4t1t4'T4 C14X44 C-fl^'V^td 
^fat4 r4 ^| 4fa77T0 5Rrt4 5k4^ i C^rstlfaTlrfT Public Prow-c utorl '^5474 
*rST? f44^ I 4^r4 Public Prosec utorl 4T5t4 %AJA' r i ^4^4147^ ^fft? 
7rc*rr 5ft^ I 7t^ TOrt1t#t4tnT public Prosecutor* iR*^ 5t4 j 

c S’jR “ 4 °fa 74 47 TT 4 ! fir. Ck^Sifl^ 3 3 t 4 ^ #T^f 4 5 p 1 S ^41 

yH 4 li ¥rfa fa 75 cs£i 4 fRxy.v 4 1 R: xtT* 

tot 44 # ^rWt Rfatfars 3 t£ 4 Tc^ i 4 #l 4 l 4 l 4 f^)H 
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8I& wm *rc*T srtc'fa w emmftv firm oil orftt *t$ i arfirt 
7rt<3ffi *rf«F ’re* ^rtn ^tt^r ston ^JNtsrsr i ywsrw ’ratw 

^ ^f%re ^fertc^ i ^rf!p3r TOpfa ^flr$ «rt 4 $ 

<*tc*rm, sfw ^ ^Pr i (TRi 

i tTTiawfhr ifift Trtfvcgfc ^rt v$ *«ti ^fsraft *#tcr ^fircrefe i 

<jq^ tJT'rr-t, ^rr tffete srt, OT*tt mj if* 

r$t*r c^ ^r ^rt <Rt¥t*iFffa csri 

^rnfanriji? ^t-r^ far*N $*m; i 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLAL HUQ: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, 

1 have got to say a tew words in reply to this debate. Befoie I do so, 

] shall begin wit h a very sincere prayer to the Almighty that in what- 
ever I liiav say in the course of nn speech I ma\ not he led to make 
any false statements or say anything which nun wound the feelings 
of my jxdilieal opponents. Sir. I am a sinner, but n»\ miner rmn be 
accepted by (iod. 

Mv object is to bring about a peaceful atmosphere >o that the civil 
war that is now going on in this eountn may cease and that all our 
efforts niii\ be co-ordinated towards meeting the aggression of the 
\*nemy and that we may all work together hand in hand for the good of 
our common motherland. 1 find not mereh from the speeches that 
have been delivered but also from the questions that have been put to 
mo by v a? ions members of the Opposition as also from what appears 
in the press which supports the Opposition that main of the allegations 
that an* made against me or against this Ministry ate founded on 
absolute untruths, exaggerations, half-truths, distortions of facts which 
riflust necessarily mislead people who do not know what the actual facts 
ur£. % Now, Sir, nn friend Mr. Farhad llaza Chotidhurv who opened 
the" debate spoke of nn treacherous act I forgive him for what hejius 
said because the poor innocent lamb does not know the meaning of the^ 
won! he has used. 1 am sure he has innocent 1\ read out the speech 
which was written b\ somebody cDc for him. These woids Mo not 
harm me in the least because 1 have filed certain suits in the High 
Court and 1 want the defendants to go into the witness box and face 
cross-examination. The world can then see wherein lies the treachery, 
who is the traitor, and who are the betrayers. 

Sir, ever since we took office nearly three months ago, my friends 
in Opposition have not only had the utmost latitude in their speeches 
and propaganda but that this latitude has not merely overstepped the 
bounds of discretion but has been positively harmful in bringing about 
a condition of things which we all now very deeply deplore. 
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As regards the meetings held by the Muslim League, the House 
will be surprised to hear and, I think, even the members, of the 
Opposition will be surprised to hear, that they have held no less than 
427 meetings up to the end of February. 1942. Most of flese were 
unauthorised meetings, in some of which even the leaders of the 
Muslim League party have taken part. The proves* that had been 4 
followed all along was simply this: Permission was sought for a 
meeting to he attended In leaders. Rut on that da\, throughout the 
district and in the neighbourhood, hundred' of their emissaries 
collected people and instead of making speeches and criticisms con- 
demning the polie\ of the present Ministry thex indulged in personal 
abuses, distortion of fact* and poured abuse* on mx devoted head. I 
have been compared with most despicable characters known in history. 

I have been called a traitoi. 1 haxe been called a hetraxer (Voices fiom 
the Opposition Reaches Eighth) I know. Sir. nix friends opposite 
have got wounds in their heart which haxe lacerated then feeling* in 
consequence of the favours thex have several turn** icccixed at m\ 
hands. Thex n ja\ think that the abuses thex have poured on me and 
the distort ion of facts will carrx the dax for them. They mux also 
think that the statements thex have made and the distortion of facts 
and untruths they haxe indulged in will hoodwink the people and they 
will be able to win over our supporter* to join the Opposition. 1 may 
tell them. (Jod the Almightx has alwax* saved me and will also nave ^ 

me now 1 can declare here and now that in spite of the campaigns 

that have taken place against myself and mx ministry, in spite of the 
tremendous efforts that have been made to mislead the people and *o 
hoodwink them not a single supporter of mine has ever wavered or will 
ever do so. (Cries of 'Hear, hear' from the Progressive Coalition 
Benches.) Therefore, 1 am determined here and now to carrx this 
Minis! r\ on through the merex of Providence. (Loud noise and erica 
of “The verdict of the people will he given at the time of the m*xt 
General Election.”) I have got accustomed to these challenges F «rf 

General Election. I declare here and now that f am the first man 

who would like to have a General Election even now*,, if possible, 
(Mr. Abul Ha.shim rose on his feet and wanted to speak something.) 

I know the feelings of the party opposite, and I also know that some 
of the leaders of that partx had been assaulted by the public when 
they wanted to say anything against me. 


As regards these challenges, max I remind the honourable members 
of the Opposition that such challenges were thrown out to me in MKWi 
also; I had accepted those challenges at that time. Anri if through 
the mercy of Providence the General Election comes now. 1 am quite 
eure that history will repeat itself, and l know quite well on which 
•ide the verdict of the people will be. 
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Sir, I am speaking about facts now, to which reference has been 
made tjy my friend Mr. Suhraw^rdy whom I congratulate for the very 
mild tone of his speech and to whom I convey my thanks for not being 
bitter against me which he could have been. May I tell Mr. Suhra- 
wardy that his information about hartals in Noakliali and all that be 
has said are not quite true? As regards my friend Mr. Farhad Raza 
Choudhury, he not only does not belong to Noakhali, but I do not think 
he has ever been to Noakhali. Mr. Kuhrawardy has been to Noakhali 
and some of the facts are perhaps within hi» knowledge. As regards 
others he has been talking like a barrister from lus brief containing 
false statements. 

As regards the complete hartal , may I tell my friend that 1 was 
at Noakhali on the day he has referred to? Efforts were made by 
my friend Mr. Abdul (Jotran, Public Prosecutor, in his position as 
Chairman of the Municipality, to induce the public to close their 
shops on the pain of condign punishment. The District Magistrate 
thereupon issued a notice that if these hartals were observed he would 
see that the transgressois of law were punished. Now, Sii. so far as 
the hartal is concerned, I went about the streets and found that there 
was absolutely no hartal . (Cries of “there was hartal'' fiom the 
Opposition Benches.) l am only making a statement, you may or may 
not believe it. I say then* was no hartal ; Mr. Suliraw ard\ sa\s that 
then* was a hartal. It it pleases the members of the Opposition. b*t 
them assume there was a hartal , but it will not lead Us anywhere. 
Thank God, 1 am hen- in spite of tin* hartal ; and it it pleases 
Providence I will he lien* in spite of hartals or an\ thing else. 

Mr. H. 3. 8UHRAWARDY : On a point of i><i-omil explanation, 

Sn\ 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: On a point of order, 
Sir. IYisonal explanation ran come only at the end 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I had no desire to raise the 
question of hartal 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: What is your ruling, 
Sir, on my point of order? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order. Mr. Suhrawardy has 
already stood on a point of personal explanation and he must be allow- 
ed to finish his point of personal explanation. 


Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: But I respectfully 
submit, Sir, that a point of order must have precedence. It has been 
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the rule in this House, time and again, when a member rose on a 
point of personal explanation, that he must do it at the of the 
speech in which some poiuts have been raised requiring a personal 
explanation from somebody. May we know. Sir, if you will hold on 
to that convention or you hold a dijfereut view ? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Dutta Mazumdur, I am sorry, I 
do not agree with you. The honourable member is entitled to rise on 
a point of personal explanation here and now. 

(At this stage Mr. II S. Suhrawardv rose to speak again by way 
of personal explanation when there was a tremendous noise both from 
the Progressive Coalition Benches and from the Opposition Benches . } 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, the question he now put. 
You said that \ mi would put the question at 11 o'clock 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I would like to have- 
some mote time because owing to these interruptions I could not (hull 
with all the point" raised. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: How can we help it Y 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, 1 wanted to make a 

detailed it* p 1 \ 

(Mr. H. S St iiinu \im\ • Please do not make it a fiersonal question.) 
Xo, I will not; if I do, please torgivc me. 

M\ friend Mr Suhraw anl\ has said that the Opposition party 
should ha\e a right to express then opinion on the (ioxeniment in. 
power. 1 entirely aglet* and it ihat light i" 4 denied to the Opposition, 
there i** an end oi party system nj democrats* government. 1 entirely 
agree and it mv friend will take the tioiilde of seeing me and do me 
the honour of talking to me and pointing out to me wherein this right 
has Wn denied to m\ friends, 1 promise here and now that I will 
satisfy him that this Ooyernment will do its utmost to give them the 
fullest liberty to expiev. then disapprobation of this Government and 
its policy. (There was interruption from the Muslim league benches.) 
Dr. Sanya 1 will not give me more than two minutes; so let me finish. 

Now, Sir. as regards our highhandedness I hope I will not be 
interrupted when I make this statement. We all know that the 
President* of the All-India Muslim league, Mr. Jimiah, visited 
Calcutta the other day and went to Serajganj to preside over ft 
meeting. It may not be known to the members of this House that ft 
very big black-flag demonstration had already been organised and the 
Commissioner of Police (Voices from the Muslim League benches t 
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You organised that.) I was not here. I arrived at 11 o’clock and 
Mr. Jijmlh arrived at 12. The Commissioner of Police had consulted 
me before I left Calcutta and believe me, Sir, I told all officers with 
whom 1 came into contact that utmost efforts should be made to see 
that no disrespect was shown to the President of the All-India Muslim 
League, Wause I felt that it is against good breeding, against courtesy 
to show disrespect to a guest and because I also telt that disrespect 
shown to Mr. Jinnah might have a very serious repercussion on public 
peace and tranquillity. (Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali : What 
about rilapara telegram?) The telegram which I sent to my Private 
Secretary never referred to Mr. Jinnah. 1 can tell the House that if 
I sent a telegram for that I could have some people to bring out a 
black-flag demonstration. The telegram referred to did not give any 
date. I was told that Mr. Ashrafali and other persons belonging to the 
Jarniat-uM lema were coming to Calcutta and that telegram referred 
to that. It so happened that Mr. Altai Hossain, Director of Public 
Information, happened to be in m\ Private Secretary's office and I 
was told that lie immediately rang up Sii Xnznnuddin and persons 
went to the Commissioner of Pol ire distorting facts and saying that I 
sent a telegram in order 1o organise a demonstration against Mr. Jinnah. 
I say here and now that I never did anything ot the kind. 

Now, Kir, let me touch one other point it has been said that 
Public Prosecutors have been sacked, that Mr. (iofrnn is under orders 
of suspension or has been dismissed, that names ot pleaders belonging 
to the Muslim League have been rcmo\cd tiom the panel ot Public 
Prosecutors, and so forth I say that these statements are absolutely 
false. 1 verified them b\ reference to m\ friend the Judicial Minister 
and I further verified them by reference to the Legal Remembrancer, 
who was here. 1 make the statement here and now that not a hair 
•of any Muslim pleader or of an\ pleader belonging to Muslim league 
has been touched. Nobody has been dismissed or discharged or punish- 
ed in any wnj . That is a false propaganda which is being carried 
against us like other false statements in order to prejudice the people. 
My friend Mr. Farhad Baza Choudhury said that Public Prosecutors 
have been dismissed. This is absolutely false. No one lias been dis- 
missed. I have got all these files with me — not here but in my office 
— and 1 can bring them to-morrow to show that nothing of the sort 
has been done. 1 make this statement in the presence of the Hon’hle 
Revenue Minister and the Legal Remembrancer, who is present in this 
House. This is the manner in which lies are circulated against us. 

Sir, I have tried to lie as brief as possible because it is not even 
necessary for me to give a denial to the atrocious charges that have 
been made based on absolutely untrue and false statements. But it is 
necessary that the public whom we serve should also know bow sorely 
we are tried, how keenly we feel the impediments that are put in our 
way and I wish to testify that although these attacks on me and my 
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Ministry are Wing made in the name of democracy and freedom and 
liberty they really strike at the root of the well-being of the inarticulate 
masses whose interests will alwa\s be our most sacred charge. 

Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: On a point of personal explana- 
tion — 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL* Sir, the question }>e now put. 

The motion of Mr. M. Farhad Itaza rhomlhun that the demand 
of Its. 1,27,42,000 for expenditure under the head “2* r >— General 
Administration — General Administration” be reduced by Its. 100, was 
then put and a division taken v\ith the following result: — 


AYES 41. 


Ahdal Asti, Maalsna Md. 

Akdil Hits, Mr. Mint*. 

Abdul Hakim Vikrampari, Maalvi Md. 

AMU NanM, Mr. A. M. 

AMil Karim, Mr. 

A Mai Latif Biswas, Maalvl. 

AMal Majid, Mr. lyad (Noakkali). 

AMil Matalak Malik, Or. 

Ahdalla-AI Makmaod, Mr. 

Aldar Rakmaa, Khan Bahador A. F. M. 

Aldar Rakman SMdiqi, Mr. 

AMsr Rasckid Mabmtod, Mr. 

Aldar Ruhvvd, Maalvl Md. 

Aldas Ikakssd, Maalvl Md. 

Alidar Rasa Clawdfcary, Kkan Bakadar Maalvl. 
Akal Haskim, Maalvi. 

Alai Masala Almad, Mr. 

Aftal All, Mr. 

Almad All Mridla, Maalvl. 

Ahmvd Masala, Mr. 

Aalad Massaln Klaa, Klaa Baladar Maalvi. 

NOES 


AMal Mads, Mr. Mia. 

AMal Makim, Maalvl (Mymansin|fc). 

A Ida I Mamid Hal, Maalvi. 

AMal Kadar, Mr. (alias Lai Msak). 

AMal Majid Maalvi (Mymanslngl). 

AMal Walal Klaa, Mr. 

AMal Wakad, Maalvi. 

A Mar Raaf, Klaa Bakadar Maalvi t. (Hawrak). 
AMar Raaf, Kkaa Bakadar tkak (Raagpar). 
AMar Basxak, Maalvi. 

AM Mattala tartar, Maalvi. 

AMI Fail, Mr. Md. 

Asbarns Ckaadkary, Mskaraja task! Kaala, at 
Maktafaaha, Mymtasiafk. 

Almad AM Esayatpari. Kkaa Bakadar Maalaaa. 
Akasad Kkaa, Mr. «yvd. 

AaMaaBak, Klaa takik NantvL 
Am* AM Mia, Maalvi Md. 

Aawaral Alim, Kkaa Bakadar Md. 


Farhad Rasa Chawdhary, Mr. M. 
faslvl Qusdlr, Kkaa Bakadar Maalvi. 

Pailur Rahman, Mr. (Dacca). 

Failar Rakman, Mr. (Mymsaslnth). 
MaAiuddln Cheudhari, Maalvi. 

Hamidaddin Ahmad, Khan takik. 

Maniraddin Akkand, Maalvi. 

Mahammsd Alt, Khan Bakadar. 

Mahammad Israil Maalvi. 

Mahammad llddiqat, Kkaa Bakadar Dr. lysd. 
Nasarallak, Rawakcada K. 

Baxlmaddia Kkwaja lir, K.O.I.E. 

Naaraddia, Mr. K. 
takaks-Alam, Mr. lyad. 
lalim, Mr. «. A. 
tsrajul Islam, Mr. 

Ikakakaddis, Mr. Kkwaja, C.B.E. 
labrawsrdy, Mr. H. I. 

Tamixaddla Kkaa, Mr. 

Yasat All Chaudhary Mr. 
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Athar, All, Maalvl. 

Badraddaja, Mr. lysd. 

Baaarjas, Iks Man’Mv Mr. Pramatba Nath. 
Bansrji, Mr. latya Priy*. 

Baral All, Mr. Md. 

Bar aw, Bala Pramhari. 
farms, Mr. PaspaJM. 

Bar mas, Baba Ihyama Prasad. 

Bar awn, tbs Man ’Ms Mr. Upsadra Matk. 
Basa, Iks Haa’Ms Mr. tan task Kaatar. 
Bhawmik, Or. Babiada Cbasdra. 

Bkt asyrs, lir Htary, Bart, 
flaw as, Baba Lakskmi Nsrayaa. 

Biswas, Mr. Raslk Lai. 
flaw as, Mr. taraadra Bath. 

Chakrskasty. Mr. dstisdra Natl. 
Clafcralafty, Baba Narva dra Narayaa. 
Ckaadkart, Sal Marandra Balk. 
Chtppandals, Mr. d. W. 


Mart, Mr. I. A. 
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Du, Ral Sam* Aaafcal Man in. 

Du, Dai lahi* Kirit Bkataa. 

Du, Mr.^laaawkaa. 

Du Duple, Baku Kkaftadra Natk. 

Du Bupt«, Irliat Naraakra Natk. 

Dalla Gupta, Mill Mira. 

Dutta Muamkar, Mr. Nikaranda. 

Cdkar, Mr. Upaadraaatk. 

Cmdadal Naqaa, Kul. 

Fulal Ha*, tka Hon'kla Mr. A. K. 

Bkaaa, Mr. Atal Kriakna. 

DlawidMi Akmad, Mr. 

Dalaai tarwar Netalai, Mr. Ikak 8yad. 

OrIBHki, Mr. 0. 

Bupta, Mr. 4. N. 

0«rad|, Mr. Daaikar Hugh. 

Dyaaaddia Akmad Chtulhury, Alkadj. 

Hamlltoa, Mr. K. A. 

Hum All Okawdkury, Mr. Ijrad. 

Naaanuitaman, Maalvi Md. 

Hukam All Kkaa, Tka Hon'kla Kkan Bahadur 
Maulvl. 

Hulna Murakad, Mra., M.B.C. 

Hatimally Jamadar, Kkan lahll Maulvl. 

Haary, Mr. David. 

Idria Akmad Mia, Maulvl. 
danak All MaJuaUar, Maulvl. 

Kaklruddin Kkan, Kkan Bahadur Maulvl. 

Kuam All Mlria, lahikxada Kawan dak lyad. 
Khan, Mr. DaNndra Lalt. 

Kumar, Mr. Atul Chandra. 

Kundu, Mr. Niahitha Nath. 

Lahiri, Baku Aakutoih. 

MePhartan, Mr. B. P. 

Makiuddin Ahmad Dr. (Bogn). 

Mahtak. Maharajadhiraja Bahadur, Uday Chaad. ol 
Burdwan. 

Maji, Mr. Adwalta Kumar. 

Majumdar, Mra. Hamayrava. 

Mandal, Mr. Amrita Lai. 

Mandal, Mr. Banku Bahari. 

Mandal, Mr. Birat Chandra. 


Mandal, Mr. Krishna Prasad. 

Maalrunaman Islamakadi, Maalaaa Md. 
Mafkul Haaala, Mr. 

Mibsin, All, Mr. Md. 

Meokarju, Tka Han'blt Dr. lyamapraul. 
Morgan, Mr. B., C.I.E. 

MoHaat, All Mollah, Maalvi M. 

Muhammad Atzal, Kkaa Bahadur Maulvl lyud. 
Muhammad Ibrakim, Maulvl. 

Muhammad lihaqua, Maalvi. 

Mukksrjf, Dr. H. C. 

Mulllck, Mr. Pulla Bahary. 

Muiharruff Hottain, Nawab, Kkaa Bahadur. 
Muitagawsal Haqua, Mr. lyad. 

Nasktr, Mr. Ham Chandra. 

Pettingar, Mr. 0. U. 

Pramanik, Mr. Tarlnickaran. 

Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. M. L. 

Rajikuddin Tarafdar, Maulvl. 

Ramliuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Roy, Mr. Ckaru Chandra. 

Ray, Mr. Dhanaajay. 

Ray, Ktfclrad Chandra, Rai Bahadur. 

Ray, Mr. Manmatha Nath. 

Roy, Mr. Patiram. 
ladaruddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Sanaullah, Dr. 

tanyal, Mr. Saianka Sakkar. 

•arkar, Baku Madhusudsn. 

Ian, Mr. Atul Chandra. 

Ian, Mr. Dhiraqdra Nath. 

Ian, dogaih Chandra, Rai Bahadur. 

Ihahadali, Mr. 

Ihamiuddln Ahmad, tha Hon'kla Mr. 
Ihamiuddia Ahmad Khaadkar, Mr. 
lingha. Baku Kibatra Nath. 

Ilrdar, Baku Litta Munda. 

Stark, Mr. A. F. 

Walter Rahman, Maulvl. 

Walksr, Mr. J. R. 

Youiuf Miria. 

Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. 


Tlit' Ait's being 41 anti the Noes 121, the motion was lost. 


Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR SUR: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 1,27,42,000 for expenditure under the head “2<> — 
General Administration — General Administration” he reduced by 
Rs. 100. 

Sir, there has heen a persistent demand for retrenchment of 
expenditure with respeet to departments other than the nation-building 
ones. Education, Agriculture, Industries, etc., both from inside and 
outside (lie legislatures for a long time past. 

Two Retrenchment Committees sat and after deliberations sub- 
mitted their reports one in 1024 and the other in 1932, at a considerable 


public expense. 

Rut a study of the Budget figures since the introduction of Mon tag j- 
Chelmsford Reforms as well as the inauguration of the so-called 
Provincial Autonomy leaves no room for doubt in one’s mind as to the 
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fact that the top-heavy character of the administration has come to 
stay, that the outlook of (lie bureaucratic regime has not undergone 
any vital change. 

Two facts become clear from the study — 

(1) The expenditure under the heads '‘General Administration, 
Police, Civil Works, Superannuation and Pensions”, etc., has gradually 
increased from year to year in course of the last 20 years. 

(2) The expenditure under the nation-building Departments varies 
from 17 or 18 per cent, at the lowest to 22) per cent, at the higheit of 
the total revenue receipts. 

To substantiate the first point, let me quote some figures — 


General Administration. 


Year. 

Rs. 

1921-22 

1,09,35,000 

1931-32 

1 ,23,29,000 

1937-38 

1,49,82,000 

1938-39 

1,59,12,000 

1939-40 

1,70,12,000 

J 94 1-42 (revised estimate) 

1,81,34,000 

1942-43 (budget estimate) 

1,80,00,000 

From the above it will be seen that as 

between 1921-22 and 1942-43, 

the expenditure on General Administration has gone up by 

Rs. 77,20,000. 


Now, Sir, let me quote some figures 

regarding the expenditure on 

'‘Police” — 


Police. 


Year. 

Re. 

1923-24 

1,76,92,000 

1933-34 

2,22,72,000 

1939-40 

2,28,28,000 

1940-41 

2,34,50,000 

1941-42 (revised estimate) 

2,50,73,000 

1942-43 (budget estimate) 

2,48,62,000 

Thus the increase under this head from 1923-24 to 1941-42 has been 
&a much as Rs. 73,81,000, and this holds good with regard to the 

expenditure under other similar heads. 
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After the inauguration of the present reforms, in the year 1937-38 
the total revenue receipts were Rs. 13,00,85,000 and the expenditure 
on Education, Medical and other nation-building Departments was 
Rs. 2,53,11,000, which came to about 17 or 18 per cent, of the total 
reveuue receipts. In the year 1938-39, the total revenue receipts were 
Rs. 12,70,81,000 and the expenditure on nation-building departments 
was Rs. 3,07,52,000, the percentage being about 25 per cent. In 
1939-40 the total revenue receipts were Rs. 14,31,60,000 and the 
expenditure on nation-building departments was Rs. 3,15,86,000, 
about 22 per cent, of the total revenue receipts. 

Now, Sir, the administration as has been carried on so long may 
be compared to the management of the funds of a joint family, the 
management alone appropriating the major portion about 75 per cent, 
of the family funds and the memljers starving as a consequence thereof. 
The Government exists for the few fortunate highly-paid officials and 
their henchmen — certainly not for the people in general who have to 
bear the burden. 

The members of this House particularly those who represent the 
masses have held out big promises to their electorates. Rut, Sir, if 
this state of things continues where will they get the money required 
to give effect to their programme? By taxation? Well, measures of 
taxation have been resorted to and on every occasion the Government 
gave assurance that the money to be raised would be utilised for the 
nation-building departments, only to be dishonoured subsequently. 

Only very recently three new taxation measures, viz. The Bengal 
Finance (Sales Tux) Act, 1941, the Bengal Motor Spirit Sales Taxation 
Act, 1941, and the Bengal Raw Jute Taxation Act were passed and 
assurance given as usual and the proceeds of these taxes are anticipat- 
ed to be 11s. 1,94,74,000, but t lie fact remains that the assurance has 
been dishonoured. 

Having regard to the limitations of the Government of India Act 
and the commitments under the present circumstances of the previous 
Governments, retrenchment of expenditure under these heads is the 
only practical proposition if you want more funds for the nation* 
building departments. The present Ministry should adopt the most 
salutary principle that the nution-building departments should absorb 
the major portion of the total revenue and that the other departments 
^should under no circumstances absorb more than a fixed percentage 
say 33 J per cent, or at the highest 40 per cent, of the total revenue 
receipts. 


Sir, in the year 1921-22 the expenditure under the head 
* 'Superannuation and Pensions’’ stood at Rs. 44,07,000; in 1931-32 it 
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was Rs. 49,48,000. In 1989-40 it rose to Rs. 1.04,04,000 and in 1940- 
41 it rose further to Rs. 1,07.58,000. According to the revis#d esti- 
mate for 1941-42 it was Rs. 1,11,92,000 and the budget estimate* for 
the coming year is Rs. J , 10,42,000. 

From the figures L ha\e given, I submit, it is dear that^his Govern- 
ment exists not for the people in general. In order to have more 
funds for the nation-building Departments, the only effective practical 
step would lie that the pay ot the highly-paid officials should U* revised 
so as to make it commciiMuate with the income of the Government. 
You must ( ut the coat according to the doth. The maximum pay of 
an officer of Government -diould not exceed Rs. *500 per jnensein. I 
am strongly of opinion that there is no other method except a drastic 
cut in the pay of highly -paid officers and expenditure under head* 
other than nation-building departments. 

"With the** tew words, 1 commend my motion to the acceptance of 
the House. 


Adjournment. 

it being 11-80 am. — 

The House was adjourned till 8-80 a. in. on Fridaj, the 18th Murch,. 
1942, at the As-sembh House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
undef the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 


The As^mbly met in the Assembh House, Calcutta, on Friday, 
the 13th March, *1942, at 8-30 a. in. 

Present: 

Mr. Deputy Speaker (Mr. Syed Jalaliddin Hashemy) in the 
Chair, 7 Hon’hle Ministers and 210 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Appointment of a temporary Assistant Analyst in the Public Health 

Laboratory. 

•147. Dr. BANAULLAH : (a) Will the Honble Minister in charge 
of the Public Health and liocal Self-Government Department be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact — 

(i) that the post of the Assistant Analyst, Public Health, has been 
lying vacant for some time past ; 

(?i) thut the said j>ost is reserved for the Muslim^; and 

(nt) that a non-Muslim is offieiating in that jw>st 1" 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of appointing a suitable Muslim candidate 
to the post Y 

MINI8TER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. SanU#h 
Kumar Ba8l0* (o) Owing to the resignation of its Muslim incumbent 
a temporary post of Assistant Analysfcin the Public Health Laboratory 
fell vacant and the Compiunal Ratio Officer having advised^that the 
post should be filled by a tion-Muslim other thfiiuii Scheduled Paste, 
as it was the second vacancy in the cadre, the Demonstrator of the 
Laboratory who is a caste Hindu has been appointed to officiate in 
tb» post. 


( b ) Does not arise. 
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Mr. ABUL HOSAIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pletiged. to state whether the appointment of the Muslim incumbent 
exceeded the communal ratio or not? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U : I co^d not quite 
follow the question, I am sorry, but it appears tha^ the Communal 
Batio Officer has given his advice in this case and that advice has been 
followed. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: Will the Ijon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the advice of the Coinmunal Katie Officer was 
obtained during the regime of the present Ministn ? 

* 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: On many occasions 
his recommendations have come up for consideration. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD J8RAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister he 
pleased to state whether there is any other Muslim in the same cadre? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: 1 will look into the 

matter. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the number of Muslim officers in the cadre 
has exceeded the coinmunal ratio? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: No. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether this appointment was mi^e excluding the 
cases of other deserving Muslims? 


The Hon’ble Mr. IaNTOSH KUMAR BASU: No deferring 
Muslim has been excluded. 

i 

Maulvi ABDUL.LATIF BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased state whether the post was advertised and whether de^rvinf 
Muslims came^forwtfra or not ? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BASU: I think it is o$n 
tp all Muslims, but as to whether any advertisement was issued or not 
T shall look into. I want notice. 

16 
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Promotions of Junior Civil 8ervioe officers to Bengal Civil Service. 

•14®* Mr. SHAHEDALI : (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Home Department be pleased to state whether under the existing 
rules Sub-Deputy Collectors putting in more Ihun 20 years’ service, 
are not eligible for promotion to the Bengal Civil Service ? 

(b) If so, is the Hon’ble Minister aware ti^t there is a feeling 
amongst the senior members of the Bengal Junior Civil Service over 
this question ? 

(c) Do the Government contemplate the revision of the said rule 
in the mattefrP 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. A. K. Pkzlul Huq): (a) No. 

(b) and (c) Do not arise. 

Mr. SHAHEDALI: With refrence to answer {a), will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether it is the practice of the Govern- 
ment of Bengal not to promote Sub-Deputy Collectors who have put 
in 20 years of service to the Bengal Civil Service? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: There is no such rule. 
But I may inform the House that what happened with regard to these 
promotions so far is this: Under the distinct rule, Buie o (2) (/>) of 
the Provincial Service Recruitment Buies, a Sub-Deputy Collector is 
entitled to promotion to the Bengal Civil Service without restriction 
of age, provided he is recommended for promotion before the age of 
40. There was a proposal to modify the rule to the effect that only 
officers who have rendered 1 *> to 20 years ot service would be eligible 
for promotion to the Bengal Civil Service. This proposal has since 
been dropped umj^the service concerned has been informed accordingly. 
So there is no such rule uow. 


Parking of motor cars near oinoma. 

•14®. Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI* (a) With reference to 
the reply gr?en to clause (b) of unstarred question No. 5 on the 16Vh 
February, 1942, will the Hon’ble Minuter in charge the Home Depart- 
ment pleased to state— 

(i) what W£fi the nature of the inquiry; 

(it) by whom it was conducted; 

^(m) whether any witness was examinee}; and 
(*r) whether the complainant or the occupant of the car waa 
examined ? 
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(b) If the answers to {a) (iti) ami (/«•) are iu the negative, will the 

Boil ble Minister be pleased to state the reason therefor? * 

(c) Will the Hon ’ble Minister be pleased to lav on the Table a copy 
of the report of the enquiry? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: «i) {t ) Departmental. 

(Vi) The Commissioner of Police, Calcutta. 

(iti) Yes. 

(iv) No. 

(b) Does not arise as regards (<i) (m). 

As regards (a) (/r), the* complainant had already stated his casts in 
a written representation. 

(c) I do not consider that this is expedient. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the Commissioner of Police persona lh went to the 
spot or had the enquiry made by another subordinate officer? 

The Hon’bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 cannot say. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon lde Minister be 
pleased to state if the witnesses that were examined were on)\ sergeants 
and constables or if there were outsiders amongst them? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: This case arises out of an 
incident with which the honourable member himself is concerned, and 
he is aware of this. However, it lie writes to me confidentially, I 
will state the whole facts, but I am not in a position now to deal with 
it as I have not got the file with me. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Hon hie Minister be 
pleased to consider the desirability of personally enquiring into the 
matter and ascertaining whether there is any discrimination IS the 
parking of motor-cars? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I have already 
said, if the honourable member would very kindly write to me 
confidentially, 1 will look into the matter personally. 
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Acquisition of land for the proposed headquarter station of Noakhali. 

*150. Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department aware that a large number of dwell- 
ing homesteads near the (’howmuhuni railway station and on the south 
of the Begamganj-( -howmuhuni Road leading from the east to the 
west are being acquired for the proposed headquarter station of 
Noakhali? 

k 

(h) Will the Uon'ble Minister he pleased to state whether the 
original plan for acquisition of land for the proposed headquarter 
included those homesteads and also the lands on the east of the hhul 
whieh is passing north to south by the west of the Begamganj High 
English School? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 

Minister he pleased to state the reason for shifting the site of the head- 
quarter from the east to the west and bringing it to the close proximity 
of the 'railway line? * 

(d) Is the lion ’hie Minister aware that there are enough arable lands 
on the west of the khal which can be acquired for the proposed head- 
quarter? 

(r) Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state whether the work ' 
of construction of the town will commence this year? 

MINI8TER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee): (<n There are 47 homesteads 
which are under acquisition. 

{(>) Yes. 

(r) Does not arise as there has been no shifting of site from the 
original plan. 

{d) Yes. There is some arablp land which is also under acquisi- 
tion. 

(e) No. 

M. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: In view of the reply to question (c), 
will the Hon* Me Minister be pleased to state what is the reason for 
not commencing this work this year? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: War condi- 
tions. 
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Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
consider the desirability of postponing the acquisition of homestead 
lands P # 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: A large sum 
of money was voted for the purpose of acquisition this \ ear, but since 
the financial year is almost coming to an end, probably the proceedings 
will not be completed. So far as this matter is concerned, I under- 
stand there is a grievance on the part of the Noakhal inn embers, and 
what I propose to do is that if the Noukhuli members would be good 
enough to see me, I shall consider the matter with their advice. I 
have got the maps and plans here, but since I am myself not familiar 
with the locality I find it difficult to come to a conclusion. So, we 
all of us shall consider the matter together. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Is the Hon’lde Minister aware that 
several representations have been received from the residents of that 
locality requesting Go\ernment not to acquire homestead lands hut 
to acquire arable lands instead ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Certain repre- 
sentations have been iecei\ed b\ the Government, hut not this Govern- 
ment hut tin* Government of which my friend was a member. 

Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR 8UR: Will the Hon hie Minister 
please state whether the work of construction will commence in the 
next financial year? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: 1 could not 
say, and as I said just now I should like to consult the Noakhali 
members about this. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Will the Ilnn'Me Minister consider 
the desirability of postpoing acquisition until such timers he considers 
the proposal? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I shall 

certainly consider the desirability of postponing acquisition, if possible. 

Detention of security prisoners. 

MSI. Mr. JNANENDRA CHANDRA MAJUMDAR: in) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department he pleased to 
state whether the security prisoners detained under sect inn 2b of the 
Defence of India Rules in Hijli Special Jail and other jails, have been 
so detained at the instance of the Bengal Government? 
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(/>) If so, is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of 
releasing them forthwith or putting them under trial in a Law Court? 
(c) If not, will he l>e pleased to state the reasons thereof? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Yes. 

(//) and (c) The whole question is under consideration at present, 
and I hope to he able to make a statement shortly. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answer* to which were laid on the table) 

Grant of allowance to the families of security prisoners. 

70. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA CANCULI: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that the security prisoners, namely, — 

(1) Sreejut Jamini Mohan Pal, 

(2) Sreejut Mukhan Lul Dutt, 

(3) Sreejut Birendra Chandra Ch after jee, 

(4) Dr. Saral Kumar Sen Gupta, 

(5) Sreejut Shyama Charan Biswas, 

((>) Sreejut Birendra Nath Bose, 

(7) Sreejut Oharu Chandra Roy, .. 

(8) Sreejut Tarakeswar Bhattacharji, and 

(9) Sreejut Nalini Mohan Das Gupta 

have not been granted any allowance for the maintenance of their 
families ? 

(b) Is the Hon ’ble Minister aware — 

(?) that these security prisoners were the only earning members of 
their families; and 

(it) that their families are now in a starving condition? 

(r) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of granting 
any allowance to their families? 

The Hon’bU Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) In respect of Nos. (8) 
and (9), no. 

In respect of otjhers, I refer the honourable member to thq question 
already answered by me on the 21st February, 1942. 



QUESTIONS. 


Ml 


1942.] 


(6) (i) No, except Babu Birendra Chandra Chatter jae. 

(it) No. 

(c) I refer the honourable member to the question already answered 
by me on the 21st February, 1942. 


Provision for examination fees and for purchaeing text-books for students 
detained as security prisoners. 

71. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA CANCULY: (a) Is the Uon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Home Department aware — 

(/) that a large number of students have been arrested and detained 
as security prisoners in the Hijli Special Jail ; and 

(//) that many of those students want to appear in the ensuing 
University Examinations? 

(b) If the answer to (a) (n) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether any provision has been made for 
their examination fees and for purchasing text-books? 

(r) If the answer to (b) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reason therefor? 

(d) Do the Government contemplate making provisions in this 
respect? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) (i) There are a Dumber 

of students among the security prisoners. 

( it ) Yes. 

(b) No. 

(c) and (d) In view of the many urgent demands on the Provincial 
revenues in the present conditions, I am inclined to think that Govern- 
ment should not incur financial liability for the purpose* mentioned, 
but I will have the matter examined. 


Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Wi th reference to answer (c) and 

(d), where the Hon’ble Minister expressed the opinion that the Govern- 
ment should not incur financial liability for the purposes mentioned, 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the total cost Government 
are likely to incur in order to meet the expenses mentioned? 
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Th« Hon’bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I must admit that the 
cost is, not very heavy. I am, therefore, prepared to consider the 
question if some relief can be given. I admit the cost is not heavy — 
only Its. 10, 15 gr 20. * 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer ( b ) 
“No,” is it the intention of Government to keep these young men 
without facilities for education and examination? 


The Hon’bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Personally 1 entirely 
agree with the honourable member. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, hitherto the practice has been 
that personal allowances were given so that out of these personal 
allowances security prisoners could purchase such text-books and pay 
examination fees. These allowances having been stopped, maj we 
enquire whether it is the intention of the present Government not to 
give proper facilities to these young men for prosecuting their studies 
and for appearing at examinations? 


The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 have said No on 
advice, but 1 entirely agree with the honourable member that the 
question should be examined because tins attitude is ieally harsh on 
the poor prisoners, and I promise if 1 can I shall do something to give 
them some relief. 


War subscription realised from Bengal districts and the method of 
collecting them. 

72. Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’bie Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(a) total amount of suWription realised, district by district, up to 

date towards war fund; and 

(b) wdio are collecting the subscription? 

The Hon’bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) A statement is laid on 
the Table. 


(b) Officials and non-officials. 
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Statement referred to m reply to clause (a) of unstarred question No. 72 . 

Bengal War Purposes Fund aN& East India Fund. 

Analy/tut of contributions. 

The following is a statement of the Analysis of Contributions as at January 21*, 1042: — 



Districts. 

Bengal War 
Purposes 
Fund. 

East India 
Fund. 

Total. 



To date. 

Period 

I — Presidency Division — 

Kh. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

1. 

. 24-Parganas 

99.204 

1,11,910 

2,11,114 

17,055 

2, 

Jessore 

75.921 

083 

70,004 

1,900 

3. 

Khulna 

53,707 

970 

54,683 

3,142 

4. 

Murshidabad 

84,445 

1,483 

85,928 

2.570 

5. 

Xadia 

87,552 

2,800 

90,412 

2,127 


Total 

4,00,829 

1,17,912 

6,18.741 

20,794 

11 — Burdwan Division — 





6. 

Bank ura 

34.490 

45 

34,535 


7. 

Birbhum 

25,119 

133 

25,252 

3,200 

8. 

Burdwan 

2,83,832 

39,874 

3,23,700 

11,547 

9. 

Hooghly 

05,958 

11,743 

77,701 

842 

10. 

Howrah 

40,918 

74,168 

1,15,080 

1,150 

11. 

Midnaporc 

1 ,*20,394 

6,002* 

1,25,390 

12,059 


Total 

5,70,71 1 

1 .30,906 

7,01,070 

29,398 

Ill — Chittagong Division — 





12. 

Chittagong 

1,19,742 

49,374 

1,09,110 

2.651 

13. 

Chittagong Hill Tracts 

9.123 

027 

9,750 

227 

14. 

Noakhali 

74,398 

208 

74,000 


15. 

Tippers 

1,73,971 

2,602 

1,70,473 

127 


Total 

3.77.234 

52,711 

4,29,945 

2,905 

IV— 

Dacca Division — 


* 



16. 

Bakarganj 

14,186 

1*9,787 

1,13,953 

1,742 

17. 

Dacca 

1,57,491 

85,937 

2.43.428 

6,732 

18. 

Fandpur 

95,421 

1.795 

97,216 

22,518 

19. 

Mymensingh 

1.58,079 

5.134 

1,63,213 

3,618 


Total 

4,25,157 

1,92,653 

6,17,810 

34,610 
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Bengal War East India 

Total. 



Districts. 

Purposes 

Fund. 

/ 

^ 


4 

Fund. 


To date. 

Period. 



Re. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

-Rajshahi Division — 





20. 

Bogra 

10,760 

250 

11,000 


21. 

Darjeeling 

95,378 

78,690 

1,73,968 

989 

22. 

Dinajpur 

99,754 

246 

1,00,000 

1,970 

23. 

Jalpeiguri 

67,393 

1,41,814 

2,09,207 

12,746 

24. 

Malda 

42,453 

1,522 

43,975 


20. 

Fabna 

41,252 

953 

42,205 

446 

26. 

Rajuhahi 

1,14,215 

4,881 

1,19,096 

1,055 

27. 

Rangpur 

77,330 

1,251 

78,581 



Total 

5,48,525 

2,29,507 

7,78,032 

17,206 


Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU; With reference to my question 
(b), the answer given is “officials and non-officials.” Will the 
Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state who are these officials — whether 
police officers, special officers of lleht Settlement Boards and circle 
officers are also making collection ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As far as I can find, 
police officers have not been employed, but officers of the Bengal 
Junior Civil Service and the Bengal Civil Service, debt settlement 
officers and even jute restriction officers have been asked to help collec- 
tion. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the methods of collection? 

Tht Hon’bl* Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Persuasion, Sir, but 
unfortunately we have received complaints that some kind of coercion 
has also been used, hut I do not know if that has been substituted, but 
it is persuasion mostly. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister 
please consider the desirability of issuing a circular to the district 
officers indicating clearly that the Government policy is that no coercion 
or extortion should be applied in the matter of this collection and 
that the matter should be left entirely to the voluntariness of the con- 
tributors ? 

The Hoit’blt Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Circulars to this effect 
have been issued from time to time. 
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Sj« NARENDRA NATH DAS CUPTAs Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware that in the Bakarganj district Union Board Presidents are 
collecting war subscriptions to the extent of one-fourth of the tax 
paid by the villagers P 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ. I am not aware of it, and 

I find nothing in the papers before me. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKER: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that different persons in different 
capacities have been realising from the same person war contributions 
and thus the same person is put to much difficulty in payment P 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: We have received no 
complaint of that kind. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: In view of the Hon’ble 
Minister's reply that circulars have been issued from time to time, 
will the Hon’ble Minister consider the desirability of issuing a fresh 
circular In the new Government, specially in view of the fact that 
complaints have been received from time to time that various objection- 
able methods were applied in making the collection P 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Very well 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it will be possible for the Hon ’hie' Ministers to ask 
the officials not to take part in the collection P 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As far as I can see from 
the papers, the practice is for the officials not actually to collect but 
to help the non-officials in this work. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Does the Hon’ble Minister 
consider the desirability of drawing up a scheme asking the District 
Board to spend the collections made in a particular district towards the 
organisation of emergency war efforts in the district itself P 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is a matter which 
requires consideration. I shall consult mv colleagues and if found 
practicable, we shall do so. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERdEE: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state if he is aware that in the industrial area 
Mill Managers -are threatening the labourer* that they will fose tbeir 
job if they do not pay subscription ? 
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The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am not aware, but if the 

honourable member gives me particulars, 1 shall enquire. 

8j« MANINDRA BHU8AN 8INHA: Does the Honble Minister 
consider the desirability of seeing that no war collection is made in 
those districts, particularly in the districts of Bankura and^Birbhum 
where distress is prevailing? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: We cannot give any 
definite instruction. It must rest on the discretion of the officers 
themselves. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
enlighten us if he can tuke special steps which will ensure only 
voluntary collection and not enforced collection? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I think the warnings 
that have been given from time to time ought to deter the officer* from 
having recourse to force. 

8J. NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: ]* the Hon’ble Minister 
aware that the Subdivisional Officer, Pirojpur subdivision, has circu- 
lated notices asking the I nion Board President* to realise war sub- 
scriptions at the rate of annas 4 in the rupee from the villagers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No, Sir. I am not aware 
of it. 


Bengal Finance (Amendment) Bill, 1941. 

The Hon’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Sir. I beg to 
present the Report of the Select Committee on the Bengal Finance 
(Amendment) Bill, 1941. 


Point of order. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. I want 
to know the fate of my motion No. 189 to which reference was made. 

Mr. QEPUTY 8PEAKER: With regard to your motion, 
Dr. Sanyal, I have admitted it after consultation with Mr. Speaker. 
You will have to divide your motion into two parts. The demand of 
auch and such be reduced by Rs. 100 to raise a discussion about the 
failure of Government to tuke necessary legal steps to reduce the 
salaries of Ministers — this is the first part, and (b) and ( o ) another 
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part. I have also made a alight modification with regard to the first 
part, I mean (a), namely, failure of Government to 'introduce necessary 
legislation to reduce the salaries of Ministers. I have admitted t hat- 
portion . 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: All right. Thank you. Sir. 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

28— General Administration — General Administration. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: H on’blo Mr. Fazlul Huq, are you going 
to give any reply to item No. 2, namely, the motion moved by 
Mr. Harendra Kumar Sur? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes, Sir, I shall do so in 
a few words. 

Sir. 1 do not wish to take up the time of the House, but 1 want to 
make one or two general observations. It is true that the cost *0f 
administration has gone up and -shows a tendency to increase. Hut at 
the present moment the circumstances nre somewhat extraordinary. 
Many items of expenditure appear in the Hudget, because we have to 
undertake certain duties at the instance of the Government of India. 
In many cases the Government of India shared the cost with the 
Government of Bengal, and it was not left to us to say anything 
except making suggestions towards war efforts. A \ regards General 
Administration it is true, as I have said, that the expenditure shows 
a tendency to increase If our friends frame a scheme of retrenchment 
showing in detail what, in their opinion, should he the line of 
retrenchment, this Government will be only too glad to give effect to 
these suggestions, so that the next Budget may appear to he more satis- 
factory than the Budgets we have presented to the House in the past. 

The motion of Mr. Harendra Kumar Sur that the demand of 
Rs. 1 ,27.4*2.000 foi expenditure under the head “25 -General 
Administration —General Administration*' be reduced by Its. 100, was 
then put and lost. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, 1 beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 1,27,42,000 for expenditure under the head “25 — 
General Administration — General Administration'* be educed by 
Rs. 100.. 

Sir, my object in moving this token cut motion is to enter my most 
emphatic protest against the highhanded manner in which the Defence 
of India Act is being grossly misused by the local officers of 
Government. 



248* DEMAND FOR GRANT. [13th March, 

Sir, when the Defence of India Act was framed the Government 
of India gave a solemn undertaking that the provisions of this law 
would be applied only to throttled revolutionary and subversive 
activities of persons and organisations that were hostile to the war 
aims and efforts of Government. And that the legitimate activities of 
political organisations would in no way be hampered or restricted. It 
is, therefore, surprising that the application of the provisions of the 
Act in this province completely belie the solemn assurance given to the 
country by the Central Government. And the powers vested in the 
local Government and their executive officers are being chiefly utilised 
in stiffing and gagging expressions of public opinion against the 
personnel and composition of the Ministry. Under all recognijpd laws 
of civilised Government expressions of opinion and criticisms against 
the policy, programme and personnel of the Ministry is lawful and 
legitimate. But here in Bengal Mr. Fazlul Huq thinks otherwise 
and, therefore, this liberty and freedom is denied to the people. 

Sir, in this connection what is more shocking is that even members 
of the Legislature are debarred from addressing their constituents and 
permission to hold meetings are withheld unless undertaking is given 
to the District Magistrate that no criticism would be levelled against 
the policy, or personnel of the present Ministry. This, I submit, Sir, 
is a direct encroachment on not only the civil liberty of the people but 
on the fundamental parliamentary privilege of members of the 
Legislature. 

Sir, we are tyld that we are passing through perilous tinier and, 
therefore, freedom and liberty of the people miM lie curtailed. Sir, 
the war situation has been a great boon to Mr. Fazlul Huq and his 
Ministry. This has not only given them extraordinary autocratic 
powers hut has at the same time served to cover a multitude of their 
sins. The plea that the war is at our doors affords them an opportu- 
nity ot suppressing all legitimate activities of persons and organisa- 
tions now in opposition to him and his party. Sir, we, mere mortals, 
cannot see any reason or justification for such ruthless suppression of 
freedom of thought and speech at a time when we are supposed to be 
fighting for democracy and the freedom which we all hold so dear. 
Indians, by nature and temperament, are freedom-loving people and 
they would gladly sell their lives for the complete attainment and 
retention of such freedom. Therefore, the policy of repression follow- 
ed by the Government of Bengal is bound to have a serious repercus- 
sion on the war efforts of Government as that policy is inconsistent with 
the Allied war aims. But Mr. Fazlul Huq loves himself more than 
he loves freedom. And, therefore, he. in his profound wisdom, 
believes that the only inherent right the people of Bengal have is to 
worship him as their lord and master. And any indication or expres- 
sion to the contrary is illegitimate, illegal and unlawful which must 
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b$ ruthlessly brought within the mischief of the penal provisions of 
the Defence of India Act or the rules promulgated thereunder. In 
other woi;ds, the ^Defence of India Act must be interpreted to mean 
Defence of Fazlul Huq Act. And, Sir, it is exactly in accordance with 
and in conformity to this principle^ that the provisions of the Act 
are being applied by the local officers of Government. Sir, these are 
adopting Nazi and Fascistic methods with vengeance. 

My friend, Mr. Farhad lteza Ohowdhury, and Mr. H. S. 
Suhrawardv quoted at length instances of the gross misuse of the Act 
by the ambitious District Magistrates of Noakhali and Tippern. But 
there is one instance of inhuman cruelty, to which I now want to make 
a particular reference. At Burisal, the home district of Mr. Fazlul 
Huq, about 50 Muslim students were arrested for a demonstration 
against him and 20 of them were confined in a hnjnt which was meant 
to accomodate only 4. Sir, we have all heard of the mythical Black 
Hole tragedy invented with the sole purpose of tarring the reputa- 
tion of Nawab Sirajuddowla, But here in the same province, 
Mr, Fazlul Huq, successor in office to, and a prototype of Mir Jafar, 
was responsible for enacting in real life what was only legendary and 
fictional. Sir, though Mr. Fazlul Huq is fighting against Axis war 
aims, he has at the same time no hesitation in borrowing Gestapo 
methods in trying to subjugate the people of this province to his will 
and domination. 

Sir, the volte fare of Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee is more surpris- 
ing than the somersault of the well-known political uerobat, Mr. Fazlul 
Huq. Dr. Mookerjee, once the redoubtable champion, of civil liberty, 
ir, now supremely indifferent to the policy of repression which his new- 
found colleague and his Government is pursuing against persons who 
dispute their right to represent the people of the province. And the 
chief actor of the Bhagalpur drama, who himself defied law and order 
in a neighbouring province and who stood so heroically by the right 
of the people to hold political meetings, is now a mere passive looker-on 
when similar claims are made by other organisations and which is 
unjustly denied to them hv his co-Axis partner. As for the Forward 
Bloc members in the Cabinet, forming the third end of the uuhol> 
Axis partnership, they have now with their elevation to the Treasury 
Bench become transformed into what may he described as dummy show 
bottles of a Bureaucratic Pharmacy. And their grandiloquent speeches 
of the past from the Opposition benches in defence of the civil liberty 
of the people Lave lost all meaning and significance so far as they are 
concerned. 

Sir, as long as Bengal’s Axis partnership Ministry continues in 
office with a motley crowd of self-seeking supporters, kept in tow with 
a few lollipops of parliamentary confectionery, freedom of thought, 
speech and action is likely to be scotched and buried in the soils of 
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the one province where It is valued dearer than life itself. Well may 
the members of the Progressive Coalition Party sblrut, /‘Down Bsith ' 
Freedom! Long live Mr. Fazlul Huq!*£ , ^ * * ' 

Mr* DEPUTY SPEAKER: I^hall first of all ask Dr. Sanyal to 
move his cut motion, and then I shall, consider what motions are to 
be moved and whether a general discussion will be necessary or not. 

Dr« NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, I beg to move that the demand 
of Its. 1,27,42,000 under the head “25 — General Administration — 
General Administration” be reduced by Its. 100. My object in Shoving 
the motion is to raise a discussion on the failure of Government to take 
necessary legal steps to amend the Government of India Act with a 
view to reduce the Ministers’ salaries. 

I beg further to move that the demand of Rs. 1,27,42,000 under the 
head “25 — General Administration — General Administration” be 
reduced by Rs. 100 because I also want to raise a discussion about the 
additional extravagant provision for Parliamentary Secretaries and 
also the extravagant provision for travelling allowances under the head 
“Ministers”. 

I hardly need any long speech to convince the House of the 
increasing expenditure provided under the head “Ministers” during 
th# last few years. It is noticed from a study of the figures of actuals 
and estimates of budgets during the last five years of provincial 
autonomy that from 1947-48 to 1942-44 budget the total expenditure 
on General Administration has gone up from Rs. 1,42 lakhs to Rs. 1,63 
lakhs, an increase of more than Rs. 21 lakhs. Fnder the head 
“Ministers” in 1947-48 the total expenditure was Rs. 4,97,000 and in 
1942-44 budget the sum provided is Rs. 5,19,000 as against Rs. 4,97,000. 
Out of this the voted portion which relates to certain allowances and 
the like as also which relates to the additional expenditure on account 
of Parliamentary Secretaries and the Private Secretary to the Hon’ble 
Chief Minister which are not charged on the revenues of the province, 
in 1 937-148 was Rs. 56, 000 only and it has gone up to Rs. 1,63,000 in 
1942-43. With regard to the salaries of Ministers, it is true that the 
actual amount provided in 1942-43 budget for 9 Ministers is 
Rs. 2,76,000 as against Rs. 3,12,000 in 1937-48 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: No number is given. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: I believe Mr. Sasanka Nekhar 
Sanyal W’ould do well to learn simple mathematics. From the figures 
we can find out the number automatically. The Chief Minister gats 
Ra. 3,000 per mensem and for 12 months he will get Rs. 36,000. It 
leaves a balance of Rs. 2,40,000, which if divided by Rs. 30,000 
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(Rs. 2.5QP, the salary of a Minister multiplied by twelve) and give 
the number of eight other Ministers. If my friends of the Progressive 
Coalition Party are still entertaining the fond hope that, there is a 
possibility of increasing the number of Ministers on the present scale 
of salaries, let them satisfy themselves from the figures that there is 
no such chance, because unless there is a supplementary demand they 
cannot have more Ministers. 1 recognise that the present Ministry 
has kept down the total amount of money provided on account of 
Ministers’ salaries only but, Sir, the party I represent and a section 
of that party that to-day has joined the Ministry has all along pressed 
that the Ministers’ salaries in this province must not be very much 
inconsistent with the general policy of the Congress and the general 
economic condition of the country. We have pressed that the salary 
of a Minister must not exceed a sum of Rs. ’>00 with of course proper 
allowances provided for housing, motor-car and the like. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: How much did the Congress 
Ministers draw in the Congress provinces? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The Congress Ministers have not 
drawn anything more than Rs. of 10 on account of salary. Don’t change, 
your colours so soon. 

Mr. NiSHITHA NATH KUNDU: 1 am not changing mv colters 

I want you to give out facts. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: 1 am stating only a fact when I 
say that the Ministers of the Congress Provinces did never draw more 
than Rs. .’>00 per mensem as salar\ . 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: On a point of order, Sir. Will 
you please see that there is no interruption made? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 h ope t here will be no interruption 
from any side. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I submit that we have on this side 
pressed that the salary of a Minister should he only Us. f>00, and I 
also want to place before the House the considered resolution of the 
Krishak Proja Party as well as certain other progressive groups which 
are now allied with the Progressive Coalition Party that their Ministers 
would not accept anything more than Rs. 1,000 only. We do not 
know what arrangements have been made so far by the present Ministry 
to implement those promises and assurances held out to the country. 

I am one of those who feel that in politics there should be as much 
cleanliness as possible 



DEMAND FOR GRANT. 


[13th March, 


Mr. IURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Practise it yourself. 

r 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL* Mr. Biswas knows very well Low 
clean I am compared to himself. 

And we cannot hold out false hopes. I submit I shall be com- 
pletely at one with the Progressive Coalition Party if they come 
forward with a definite plan and place it before this House or outside 
this House to discuss this matter as to how far it is possible, while 
maintaining the dignity and character of the Coalition that they have 
now formed, to reduce the salaries of the Ministers with a view to 
giving a lead to the country having actually a new era promulgated. 
Hitherto whenever we raised any question, the reply was that it was 
not the present Ministry’s policy but it was somebody else’s policy. 
Here to-day is an instance in which the present Ministry cannot shirk 
its own responsibility. They, from the very first day they took office, 
could have taken a different view in the matter and given a new lead 
to the country. If 1 am allowed to talk of something which is not 
ordinarily permitted here on party grounds, I may say that it is 
within my knowledge that our esteemed countryman, Mr. Sarat Chandra 
Bose, who is under detention now, gave a definite instruction to his party 
men not to support any other measure than a measure of substantial 
reduction in the salaries of Ministers which should be fixed at Rs. 1,(X)0 
pur month. I should like to know what the Forward Block members 
have been doing so far. Are they keeping their promise given to their 
leader and are they following the instructions given to them by their 
lender? The country demands a straight answer to that. 

Sir, 1 will not take up any more time of the House on the question 
of Ministers’ salaries, but 1 find there are additional provisions for 
remuneration to Parliamentary Secretaries over and above what the 
previous Government had provided for. We had an announcement in 
the Press that there would be seventeen Whips — a ridiculously large 
number for a small House like this— and seventeen Whips were 
appointed for the time being without any salary being provided for 
them. 1 now’ find, however, that by the back-door an additional 
amount of Rs. 48,000 has been provided for Parliamentary Secretaries 
over and above what the previous Government had provided for. The 
total amount for Parliamentary Secretaries this year is Rs. 76,800 as 
against Rs. 28,200 in the Revised Budget of 1941-42. We fail to 
understand why it has been necessary for this Government to increase 
the expenditure on account of Parliamentary Secretaryship in this 
fashion. We are entirely opposed to it, and we submit we shall not 
feel happy and the country will not excuse the Progressive Coalition 
Party if they in this manner try to distribute patronage for maintain- 
ing themselves in power. 
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I shall now come, Sir, to the third item of*ray motion, namely, the 
question of travelling allowance. In 1937-38, the total qiukr 
“Travelling allowance*’ provided was Rs. 51.800: now, this time, 
that is, for the year 1942-43, we find that Rs. 1,05,000 has been pro- 
vided out of which Rs. 25.000 is voted and Rs. 80,000 charged. It 
will be found from section 78 of the Government of India Act that 
this amount of Rs. 80,000 which is charged is provided for the 
Ministers’ travelling allowances. The Ministers’ travelling allowances 
for the year 1937-38 amounted to Rs. 44,000 only, but in 1942*13 it is 
proposed to be Rs. 80,000. I do not know what has induced the present 
Ministers to have such a huge amount provided foi their own travelling. 
(A voice: “For a smaller number of ’Ministers’.”) A friend of mine 
has rightly pointed out that this increased travelling allowance has 
been provided in spite of the fact that the number of Ministers has 
been much less than before. I do not know how the Ministers will 
function as Ministers and carry out their day-to-day work in the 
Secretariat if they remain for the greater part of the year out on tour 
probably for the purpose of establishing communal harmony in Kastern 
Bengal or probably for the present war emergency, although some of 
us apprehend that these tours are more for party purposes than for 
any real good to the country. 1 submit that the country demands an 
explanation as to why this additional amount is provided for, and 
we hope the Ministry will be able to justify this additional expediture 
and will give a definite assurance that nothing out of this amount, 
especially out of the additional amount over and above what had been 
originally provided for, would be spent for party purposes or personal 
propaganda. With these words, Sir, I move my motion. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: As the House is aware, the last three 
motions were moved and speeches have been delivered by the movers, 
but it has been decided that the other motions tabled will be moved 
formally only without any speech. I will now ask the honourable 
members concerned to move their motions, and thereafter I will allow 
a general debate on all of them, after which the Home Minister will 
make a joint reply dealing with all the motions in one speech. I 
hope the Ilon’ble the Leader of the Opposition has no objection to 
this procedure. 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: We agree to the suggestion you have 
just now T made, Sir. 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I think Government also agree# to it 

Tht Hon’blt Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yea, Sir. 
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Maulvi ABDUL LAXIF BI8WA8: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 1,27,42,000 for expenditure under the head “25 — 
General Administration — General Administration” be reduced by 

Rs. 100. My intention is to raise a discussion on the attitude of 
Government regarding the detention of Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose, m.l.a. 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 1,27,42,000 for expenditure under the head “25 — General Admini- 
stration — General Administration” be reduced by Rs. 100. My inten- 
tion is to discuss the policy of Government for incurring expenditure 
on communal harmony. 

Maulvi MD. ABDUR RA8HEED: Sir, 1 beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 1,27,42,000 tor expenditure under the head “25 — 
General Administration General Administration” be reduced by 

Rs. 100. The object of m\ motion is to raise a discussion about the 
activities of the Private Secretary to the Hoifble Chief Minister 
contrary to the Government Servants’ Conduct Rules. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, 1 beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 1,27,42,000 for expenditure under the head “25 — General 
Administration — General Administration” he reduced by Rs. 100. The 
object of tin* motion is to ruise a discussion on the use of t lie Publicity 
Department for the personal propaganda of the Chief Minister. 

Mr. A. M. ABDUL HAMID: Sir, I beg to move that the demand 
of Its. 1,27,42,000 for expenditure under the head “25 — General 
Administration -General Administration” be reduced by Rs. 72,000. 
The object of the motion is to raise a discussion on the appointment of 
Parliamentary Secretaries. 


Rai 8ahib ANUKUL CHANDRA DA8: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 1,27,42,000 for expenditure under the head “25 — 
General Administration — General Administration” be reduced by 
Rs. 100. The object of the motion is to raise a discussion about revi- 
sion of the rules 7(7) and (,0) with the proviso thereto of the Bengal 
Services Recruitment (Communal Ratio) Rules, 1940, as applicable to 
the members of the Scheduled Castes. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 1*27,42,000 for expenditure under the head “25 — General Admini- 
stration — General Administration” be reduced by Rs. 100. The object 
of the motion is to raise a discussion on the improper transfer of the 
Muslim executive officers. 
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Mr. 81 B NATH BANERJEE: Sir, I beg to move that the demand 
of Bs. 1,27,42,000 for expenditure under the head *‘25 — General 

Administration — General Administration" be reduced by Rs. 100. The 
object of the motion is to raise a discussion on the necessity of changing 
the rules of election to municipalities and local bodies. Changes of 

rules contemplated are voting by symbol, extending the right of 

franchise and leaving the right of appointing election officers and other 
relevant technical matters to the district authorities. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I beg to move that the demand 
(if Us. 1 ,27.42. 000 for expenditure under the head ‘*25 --General 

Administration — General Administration” be reduced by Its. 100. 
The object of the motion is to raise a discussion about the failure of 
Government to revise the communal ratio in the Services Rules which 
lu\ down that in case suitable candidates belonging to a particular 
eommunitN are not forthcoming from amongst Bengalees the recruit- 
ment may be thrown open to non-Bengalees. 

* i also beg to move that the demand of Us. 1,27,42,000 for expendi- 
ture under the head ”25 — General Administration — General Admini- 
stration” be reduced b\ Rs. 100. The object of tin* motion is to raise 
a discussion about the inefficient administration of the Legislative 
Assembh Department and the urgency of appointing a Committee of 
Emjuin to in\estigatc into the causes of such inefficiency and to devise 
remedies ioi the same. 

Sir. 1 reserve mv observations tor a later Ntage, if time permits. \ 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir. 1 beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 1,27,42,00ft for expenditure under the head ”25 — 
General Administration — General Administration” be reduced by 
Rs. 100. The object of the motion is to raise a discussion about the 
poliov in not abolishing the system of nomination in the local bodies 
as well as in the union boards and by not introducing the secret system 
of ballot box in the union boards. 

Sir, I also beg to move that the demand of Rs. 1,27,42,000 for 
expenditure under the head ”25— General Administration — General 
Administration” be reduced by Rs. 100. The object of the motion is 
to raise a discussion about the failure of Government in making the 
provision for the expenses of the village chaukidars as recommended 
by the Chaukidari Enquiry Committee. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Sibnath Banerjee. 

Mr. 8KBNATH BANERJEE: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I rfhe to 
speak on two motions — jjpne is to support the motion of K4bau Bahadur 
Mohammad Ali regarding misapplication of the Defence of India Rule# 
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and the other is my own motion. With regard to the first I sympathise 
more with the present Ministers than I rise to condemn them, because 
we know that since Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose, who had a big part to 
play in overthrowing the last reactionary Ministry and installing the 
present Ministry, had been taken away, the Ministers are helpless in 
giving him any relief whatsoever even to bring him to Bengal or near 
Bengal. Also most of the instances that I am going to quote here are 
actions of the past Ministry and therefore it is more a question of 
undoing the evil that has been perpetrated than holding them respon- 
sible for them, though they are not altogether innocent in that matter. 
I will give \ ou in short several instances. Sj. Surendna Mohon Ghosh, 
President of the Bengal Provincial Congress Committee, was detained 
under the Defence of India Hides. ITe was imprisoned and immediately 
he came out of the jail gate he wa$ served with orders under the 
Defence of India Rules It cannot be argued that while he was in 
jail he was guilty of any offence for which the Defence of India Rules 
could be applied on him. Similar are the cases of Sj. Monoranjan 
Gupta, Sj. Anil Kumar Datta, Sj. Sarat Chandra Datta, Assistant Secre- 
tary, Khulna District Congress Committee, Sj. Gobinda Rail Banerjee, 
Secretory, Khulna District Congress Committee, and Sj. Pitabas Das 
of Contui subdivision. In all these cases when they came out of prison 
after serving their terms of sentences ranging from six months to one 
year, they were immediately served with orders under the Defence of 
India Rules and they were again, taken hick to prison. Sj. Satish 
Chandra Chakra vartv. President of the Khulna District Congress Com- 
mittee, offered Sutvagruhu but was not arrested; but subsequently he 
was detained under the Defence ot India Rules. The case of Dr. Suresh 
Chandra Banerjee is well known. We are glad that to-day the order 
has been withdrawn, but we do not know whether any new order is 
going to he served on him. This was the first instance when 
immediately after the new Ministry was formed he was served with a 
notice that he was not to address any meeting in his own constituency 
and that was followed up by another and he was put under detention. 
Not only he but most of his ivolleagues in connection with the labour 
organisation with which he is connected are detained and some of them, 
specially comrade Phani Ghosh, was detained after the new Ministry 
came into office. Here is a typical example that I want to place before 
the House. Comrade Badiur Rahman is a colleague of mine. He 
works in Kidderpore area. Several workers were beaten by one 
European employer. We took permission from the Government to hold 
a meeting in Kidderpore to protest against this. The police officers 
wanted the names of the speakers, and we supplied them with the names 
of speakers. We held a meeting in Kidderpore and passed a resolution 
not f®r a strike nor for any subversive or revolutionary measure, but 
to start a court case at Alipore, and the result was that Badiur Rahman 
and Abdul Jabber were spirited away by the police under the Defence 
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of India Rules and for one month we did not know whore they were. 
After a month they were released with the order that one m to be 
interned in Oomilla and another to be interned at Noakhali. Of course 
we protested to the then Home Minister and this much concession was 
given that they could fight out the case in court. Though that con- 
cession was given, the House will be surprised to hear that in spite 
of the assurances given by the Home Minister and the Secretary 
concerned the Commissioner of Police arrested him and he was kept in 
prison for five days and after five days of illegal arrest and illegal 
detention lie was released. Not only that, some of the speakers whose 
names we supplied but who did not speak at the meeting were served 
with notices that they would not be able to hold any meeting in 
Calcutta for one whole year. For instance, I was also a speaker and 
order was served on me that qptside this Assembly I would not be 
allowed to speak for one \ear. Though subsequently the orders on 
Badiur Rahman and Abdul Jabbar have been withdrawn, orders on 
myself, Dr. Charu Bauer, jee, Sukurulla Khan and Nalin Bhanja 
continue. These are the cases which should be reviewed and the evil 
that has been done in the past should be undone. 

There* are several other cubes of lalvour workers who have been 
served with similar notices for having to do something either with 
com pen* *at ion cases or payment of wages cases. So when there is a 
strike and when the people come to us for protection and advice if we 
move in the slightest manner in that direction, we are served with 
orders under the Defence of India Rules. 1 have just mentioned the 
case of comrade Phani Uhosh. Similar are the cases of Shyamapada 
Mukherjee, Nalin Bhanja and Mukunda Bhanja. 1 would like specially 
to mention the case of Maulvi Ashrufuddin Ahmed Chowdhury. He 
was in jail for one year and immediately he came out he was served 
with a notice under the Defence of India Rules. It seems to me that 
the department has got special love for Mr. Ashrufuddin Chowdhury, 
and it is troubling him in all possible manner conceivable. As I have 
pointed out in the beginning, this is a legacy of the past Ministers, 
and I hope the new Ministers will not plead inability to do anything 
in the matter. They should review these cases and see whether they 
can substantially remove the grievances of these political prisoners. 
If there is a review, I am quite sure that they will be all released, 
because of the altered political situation in the country. 

With these words, Sir, I would like to support the motion moved 
by Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali. 

Mrs. HA8INA MUR8HED: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I confess 
to a feeling of disappointment at the debate raised on the question of 
Budget provision for Parliamentary Secretaries. Much of the criticism 
is based upon erroneou? assumptions. We baye to consider first whether 
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or not there is the necessity for euch appointments. On account of 
growing volume of work and of the ever-increasing complexities which 
confront the present day administration the Ministers require that help 
and assistance without which it would be impossible to discharge their 
heavy responsibilities. (Mr. Atul Chandra Kumar: Hear! hear!) 

Sir, before the operation of the Government of India Act, 1935, the 
then Ministers and the then members of the Executive Council used 
to receive assistance from their departmental Secretaries and the heads 
of departments. These latter officials used to be nominated members 
of the then Legislative Council. As, with the introduction of the 
Government of India Act, 1935, nomination of permanent officials has 
been done away with, it is essential that the functions of those depart- 
mental officers should be performed by some of the members of the 
Legislature. For this reason Parliamentary Secretaries have to be 
appointed. This is not a novel institution either and it exists in all 
Parliamentary Governments, Indian or English. In thi§ connection, 
Sir, may I refer to one fact, viz., that in the Punjab the number of 
Parliamentary Secretaries is twice as large as that of the Ministers. 
In Bihar also when the Ministry was funetioning, the same was the 
case. 

Then again, Sir, the necessity of these appointments was recognised 
bv the previous Ministry. ((Vies of *“Xo! no!” from the Opposition 
benches.) The difference, however, in this respect is one of number 
of such appointments. The present Ministry has provided for the 
salary of 10 Parliamentary Secretaries as against the actual appoint- 
ment of 4 Parliamentary Seeretaries made by the previous Ministry. 
Til is disparity in number. Sir, has been made much of. The fact that 
only four such appointments were made b\ the previous Ministry does 
not argue that there was no need for more. I refrain from discussing 
the reusons why so few appointment's of Parliamentary Secretaries were 
made during the previous Ministry. (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal : You 
better say that.) Apart from those reasons, one has to realise that the 
conditions and the circumstances under which the present Ministry is 
functioning are different from those appertaining to the previous 
Ministry, The previous Coalition Ministry consisted of three parties, 
whereas the present Coalition consists of no less than four parties, and 
their strength is numerically greater than that ot the previous 
Coalition. On numerical ground alone a larger number of parliament- 
ary appointments is necessary. The policy of the present Ministry is 
to give due representation to all the component parte of the present 
Coalition in every sphere of its activity with the minimum of cost. On 
the other hand, Sir, if it were the policy of the present Ministry to 
confine parliamentary appointments to the members of one family only, 
the number of such appointments might have been limited to three or 
four as was done by the previous Ministry. TJhis Ministry 4oes not 
contemplate to follow that policy. In order to appreciate the correct 
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financial implications involved in the present proposals, it is necessary 
to make a comparative examination of the financial liabilities past and 
present. It should be borne in mind that it is proposed to pay a salary 
of Rs. 400 a month to each Parliamentary Secretary. And the Budget 
provides for the pay of 10 Parliamentary Secretaries, or a sum of 
Rs. 70,800 in the aggregate under this head. 

Sir, while the honourable members opposite have taken note of the 
debit side of the proposal, the\ have conveniently omitted to take into 
consideration the credit side a> well. The average monthly earning of 
a member of the Legislature works out approximately at Rs. ;t()() as 
calculated from the figures of 1040-41. On this basis a Parliamentary 
Secretary, under the present proposal, will receive Rs. 100 extra a 
month each — only IN. 100 extra on top ot the average earning of a 
member of the Legislature. (Dr. Namnaksiia Sanyai. : What a 
pity!) The average earning of a member of the Legislature is 
approximately IN. ‘100 and this extra hundred rupees will make it 
Rs. 400. The riot extra cost that will he entailed upon Government 
on account of parliamentary appointments will he Its. 1,000 a month. 
As against this then* will he a saving under the head of "Ministers’ 
salary,” because some of the Hoii'ble Ministers have been drawing 
lesser salaries than IN. 2.o00 a month which was used to be drawn by 
the previous Ministers. This will give us a saving of Its. 2,- r >0() a month 
even if the number of Minister-* be increased by one or two at a later 
date. The number might he increased to eleven. (Dr. Namnaksiia 
S anyai, : N that an announcement?) Yes, it is an announcement 
which I make from facts appearing in the Budget. (Dr. Namnaksiia 
Sanyai, : IIow many will belong to tin* Muslim League or the 
Scheduled Castes?) 1 am not concerned with that, hut the number is 
likely to be increased by one or two. (Dr. Namnaksiia Sanyai,: Will 
there be a lady member?) (Laughter.) 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Order, order. No interruptions please. 

Mrs. HA8INA MUR8HED. The House will remember that the 
extra expenditure on account of the 4 Parliamentary Secretaries during 
the previous Ministry worked out at about Rs. 1 ,200 a month. One 
of the Parliamentary Secretaries, Mr. K. Shahabuddin, used to draw 
a salary of Rs. 1,000 a month W'hich exceeded the average earning of a 
member by Rs. 700 a month. Thus during the previous Ministry the 
appointment of only 4 Parliamentary Secretaries had involved an extra 
cost of Rs. 1,200 a month as against IN. 1,000 a month on the basis 
of the present proposal. The difference is only Rs. 400. This 
difference is more apparent than real, because it is likely to be set off 
by the saving which will accrue if less than 10 appointments are made. 

The Ministry has provided in the Budget for the maximum number 
of appointments, and there is no commitment on their pert that they 
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will actually make as many as 16 appointments. From these facts you 
may (TVaw the conclusion that the present Ministry may appoint a 
larger number of Parliamentary Secretaries to meet the requirements 
of the day than the previous Ministry at approximately the same cost 
as was incurred for only 4 Parliamentary Secretaries. 

May I, Sir, in this connection refer to the remark made the other 
day by Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali in the course of the general 
discussion of the Budget? There was a suggestive reference to the 
appointment of the niece of the Ilon’ble Chief Minister as a Parlia- 
mentary Secretary. I am sorry to note that this reference was 
incomplete. He conveniently forgot to mention that the Chief Minister 
had also appointed an uncle of Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali as also 
two of his cousins, one of them being the brother of his present Leader. 
I hope I have been able to show by facts and figures that the present 
Budget proposal regarding the appointment of Parliamentary 
Secretaries will not actually entail greater cost on the provincial 
revenues than it did during the previous Ministry. 

As regards the question of travelling allowances, I am equally 
confident that the total tra\elling allowance bill of all the Parliamentary 
Secretaries to be appointed by the present Ministry, put together, is 
not likely to exceed the amount of travelling allowance drawn by the 
previous Parliamentary Secretaries. 

Complete records are not immediately available, but it appears that 
in the year 11)41, Mr. K. Shahalmddin drew by way of travelling 
allowance over Rs. while Mr. K. Nasurullah accounted for nearly 

Rs. v\000 and more than three-fourths of t he journeys were made to 
Dacca which is their home. 

1 hope that the House will be convinced that the proposals made 
in the Budget will not involve a greater expenditure than was incurred 
by the previous Ministry on account of Parliamentary Secretaries. 

In any case, Sir, it is always wise for people who themselves sit in 
glass houses not to pelt stones at others. With these words I oppose 
the motion. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Mr Deputy Speaker, I should 
like to have it confirmed that the statement made by the honourable 
lady Parliamentary Secretary is a pronouncement on behalf of Govern- 
ment. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: It is for the Hon’ble Home Minister 
to say. He says that he will give a reply later on. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: We would like to know 
whether it is an official announcement. 
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Hon’hle Home Minister will sny 
when he gives a reply to the debate. * 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I may say that we are 
prepared to receive applications even from the members of the 
Opposition. 

Maulvi ABUL HASHIM : The llon’ble Chief Minister invites 
applications from this side of the House. Of course, we are thankful 
to him. At the same time we want to tell him straight that we decline 
to serve under a man of his stamp. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I rise to 
support the cut motion moved by m> friend Khan Bahadur Mohammed 
Ali, namely, the abuse of the Defence of India Rules and also speak 
on m> motion, namely, the improper transfer of Muslim executive 
officers. 

Sir, the administration of the Defence of India Rules by the present 
Ministry has been a scandal unprecedented in this province. They 
have used it, Sir, without regard for the most elementary principles 
of justice and equity and without any sense of decency against their 
political opponent. They have without compunction made it a \eritable 
engine of partisan oppression which the author of these rules never 
contemplated. 

Sir, arrests have been made, internment and externmcnt orders 
have been passed, meetings of Muslim League have been prohibited 
and restrictions of various other kinds have been imposed and the 
Ministers were out for the destruction of the civil liberties of those 
who refused to be coerced into supporting them. 

Sir, I shall not go into details of the abuses of the Defence of India 
Rules — that has been done ahead v on the floor of this House. I urn 
certain that even among the members of the European group in this 
House and among the permanent services outside, the Ministry’s use 
of this wartime measure for feeding fat political grudges lias caused 
considerable uneasiness. I do not expect, however, Sir, that the 
honourable gentlemen on our left will, for that matter, allow the 
dictates of their better judgment to prevail over that peculiar British 
tradition of supporting a Ministry working the constitution — right or 
wrong. No, Sir, we have no such illusions — but I feel sure that the 
charges which we, on this side of the House, have brought forward 
against the Ministry on the soore of their abuse of the Defence of India 
Rules, will be admitted by them in their hearts, as justified — whether 
they vote with us or not. 

While referring to the attitude of the European Party, Sir, I would 
like to draw the attention of the House in general and of the European 
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Party in particular to the most amazing tragicomedy that is being 
staged 1 in Bengal in another sphere — namely, the arrests and detention 
under the very Defence of India Rules of the followers and friends of 
some of the Hon’ble Ministers themselves. 

Are they themselves a party to the orders for these arrests, searches 
and detentions? If so, then they must be convinced that the office of 
their party contains documents or other incriminating objects hidden 
away somewhere which they send their police to discover. They must 
also be convinced that some of those who have been working under 
their lead and command are guilty of conduct which makes them a 
menace to their country’s security. In such circumstances, is it not 
but natural for the public to ask exactly where the sympathies of 
these Ministers themselves lie? 

Tf, Sir, these arrests and detention under the Defence of India 
Rules are justified, then these Ministers cannot have the confidence 
of the public because their position depends on the support of a party 
which they themselves appear to believe to be guilts of treason. 

On the other hand, if they have no hand in these arrests, detentions 
and seurrhes and if they believe that those of their supporter* who are 
being arrested and detained under the Defence of India Rules are 
innocent, they then elearh prove themselves to he helpless in prevent- 
ing the abuse of these rules against their own followers. In that case 
they must, as self-respecting men, walk out of the Ministry. 

Sir, we on this side of the House, are very curious to know what 
view the European Party take of this Dr. deckyll and Mr. Hyde drama 
in which two llon’ble Ministers appear in the leading role. We also 
feel that this House is entitled to know whether IT i v Excellency the 
Governor who is the head of the administration, is feeling quite secure 
in his own mind about this intriguing position of two of his Ministers 
who are, under the Constitution, presumed to be in his confidence. 

Sir, I would now deal with the sense of insecurity which has been 
created among members of the permanent services by the revengeful 
conduct of the Ministry. There have been many wises since the 
present Ministry assumed office, when permanent officials have been 
improperly transferred or otherwise visited with the Ministry’s dis- 
favour on the mere suspicion that they were in sympathy with the 
Muslim League of the Hon* Me Ministers themselves. Sir, of the nine 
luminaries who illuminate the Treasury Benches, two belong to a 
political party known as the Forward Bloc. Their leader is in deten- 
tion under the Defence of India Rules on a charge of having contact 
with the enemy of the British Commonwealth and of India. In other 
words, Sir, he is said to be guilty of treason. The All-India President 
of the Forward Bloc was only the other clay interned from Bengal and 
is now under detention presumably on similar grounds. Every day in 
Bengal, workers of the Forward Bloc — supporters of the “Bose Group” 



1942.] DEMAND FOE GRANT. *863 

are being arrested and detained, their officers are being arrested. Yet, 
how we have two of the company on whom the custodians of India's 
security look upon with such suspicion, adorning the Ministerial 
guddi — in Writers’ Buildings, in this House and even in the secret 
Council Chamber of His Excellency the Governor ? What does it all 
mean? What exactly is the position of these two Ministers? What 
relation have they to the rest of their followers from among whom these 
arrests are being made under the Defence of India Rules? 

These are the questions which have been raised in the public press 
but the Ministers concerned ha\e not yet found it possible to reply. 

To cite only a few glaring instances. A Subdivisional Officer 
whose name is in the list for listed posts has been deprived of the sub- 
divisional charge and posted at the same station as a mere Deputy 
Collector simply because he was unable to send to jail innocent persons 
who had demonstrated, against Mr. Kazlul Huq and -some of his 
colleagues. Another Subdivisional Officer who has put in 19 years of 
service lias been transferred to a different subdivision as a mere second 
officer because at a railway station within his jurisdiction a galaxy of 
black Hags offended the vision of Mr. Eazlul Huq. Even an officer of 
the Indian Civil Service has been transferred long before it was due 
because he offered a cup of tea to an ex-M mister who is now a political 
opponent of the present Home Minister. 

Sir, there are maii\ instances like these and I again ask the members 
of the European party and every fair-minded member of this House 
whether their sense of all that is fair and honest does not revolt against 
a tyranny so elemental. J)o they realise that the services are feeling 
themselves helpless and looking in vain for that protection from the 
Government as such to which they are entitled? Here indeed, Sir, we 
feel that the special responsibilities of the Governor are involved and 
we shall watch with interest what relief His Excellency the Governor 
gives to the services. Sir, I can assure you t hat we would not have 
invoked t he special responsibilities of the Governor unless we felt that 
the Ministry had been deliberately unfair to the services. With these 
few words 1 wholeheartedly support the cut motion moved by my friend, 
Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali as well as commend my motion for the 
acceptance of the House. 

Mr. KAMAL KRI8HNA ROY; ftgta !jin 

Pf?RH JTSffOT Stfct* CTC SRT 1 

Pfasrtq o i sffsitrrc 

Trtwtm ?ffi4?CTC frcfmrrc ft tcr frcnr- 
TCRPfr i ’srftrs-iPH frsrtTC m tjtv w wnr 
5 J 508 *itFT , nt? fas nr *prt? ttcvtcr tf»%trcrc fa^tiR tmc# 
tor <7& frcrr^tTCTC ft tc 
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tfSTOT tot rtn Wzrtw Rfefftw'ttw 5<T5 qfv&mfa w'K $S- 
f%55 C5V& cwvi ciK&i imttf <5 *retm Rypt 

<& 7tm *mrm 5 U 5 cti vmm to to ma msrs i 5 tft m\ 

5t'5t5 TOW 4$“ $(.5TO*1 51 ft<f fbCHtf C5 55 ^l5c»i^ 

wot tot c5 5w 5in 5f5OT ^trw^i 51 r5TO w c5 5d>i *wtot 
^wot cstm 5ttr5 stro <?£ yfei Swro* wi Sott <tot 4* 

ftTOoTO <tf55^5 TO §fto C5fi?|5lft5tt5 TO suggestion 0*5 I 

*rtTOt5i tow C5 <w*f fw ttsto C5 faSfafrTO ftfiw w 
C5* fafcftfTOW fttf tT5W 455^1 5TO TO 5J55 TO5 CTO (4ft \ ^T5tOT 

tow 5ro ftww 5c*m<it5m7 ttto cfe fwftsw ^ws5 gi«fi 
ft[OT I TO TO Cot^T^ ft& rvft5 5tf35 CTO5 3t5 nomination paper cTcfe 
C5OT 75 I TO TOT TO‘t ft OTfa 75, 51 3f5 ^tw ftK5 5! 507 C5*ll 
ft5 C5 <jfa 555 ^8 I 4^ <WtT5 #1 TO 070? C5351 $5, ^T5*fT 
TO *f£5 $TO5 C5 5T5Y1 TO 75 TO TOl fofa TO*f f5 f5*ft55 

tffosftTO 5 t^rc TO i 4<5 faTO r^tr^ oro r 5 f*rwN TCTOltTO 57m 

fafa fens ftoro, to 5 tre TO55 *ra to, o*t*tif toi to rvmtif m tot* 
TOt 5 tot, 31 5013 €t? -itt^nr 5 cw to 555 TOt 75 >8 i otot 
C 5 TO csftrt fafc toft ^5 31 57 ot* toi cot^r e^ft 

5f55t5 555 *lt« C5»tI5 5f» ^ 51 5^ TtT^ muf 51 5^515 

tW'VZ 51 <15 455 ft^3* 7U5 <1tC5 51 C5 5t5 555 88I8CI 

00 5S55 7C5 C^, ftft r5r55 5C5T ^<tf5ft3, 57OT 5t5i^l5 \5fa 

555 7C5 ^8 5W I 455 ^5tC5 5T51 C^tftt5 ft£ f5C5 ^RsTtWl ?FOT^5 ^t51 
C55U55 C5 0o1^t5 f%lK5 5t5(5t(^ 5»^5 C5 7C5 ^ ^t5 C5^ I ftl 

4^ ^t55 •mtft5K5tr5 ^1 >t?t C^U fec5fV5 703 <1tr5 ft^5 CTOJ 

C55l 5t5 150*15 C^ftl5 l^ftft'lTfft^ ('otfet5 fafc W<t5 555 4^ '4*15 

C505 5t5 1 TO ft^T5 4^ C5 ftf tR55 5t05 C5& 1 75 C5^1 5i%T5 r tC5< f5^f tF5 
55 I C5«ttt5 C5 55 t[5t5 ^5*ft5 *111$, 5t51 555 CTtC5 vftOR 

^ftn 5fir 5555 fro C5^tC5 5t^05 5T5 3t7T5 f5Sf5ft<tTt5 f5<T&5 C505 %55 
Ttfim C5Xa51 CTO 5J55 5^ 51 53T5 5t5C55 <t05 555 75 51 I 
4 5^51 5^05 ^Itfir C5 t5®ftft<t7l5 ft^" TF5 51 ^5Tt57 ft^f t^5 5511 ^t5f5 5C5^ 

^rf^rjji TOf i ^rtf5 fror 57ft5 i5Sf^<tJtf%Shi othwh %rT5 i 
5^5 5¥5 f5^ftF5 ^ ^5t5 5511 Wft , 5fe?IS^ ^ I 555 C5* C5-fT 555t5 | 
4 fTO 5tfa5^9 51 55Tf5T Wt5 a »ll5 C5t?t5 f%? correction 555T5 ^5J 5t ^Ht5 
C5 705 75 C5 55C1 5t5t57 4^ 55ft I 45^1 515 correction 755t? 
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SRT pending election tsttfS ?ffa frtTOT 

S*faJ *PT5 TOT I 4^ TOTC3 *1' ?| suggestion fer %ftVC5M 

^fbl$ TOPI ^Tt? C*fV ^rffe | 

( } ) *FPffa 6 te: ^rfnf^FS \5r^ ^T7 Cm Assembly^ symbol ffln 

fbCH< <7TS1 73 C*T$ symbol system introduce SflT3 I 

(\) 4*^3 a tfvn thus <?rfa ztt prssi i 

(o) Cv5tt? c^t? tosi ^3 ^Ttf^nr (ttsti Sfra ; to? TO^rrm fac*m 
(Ttfre Wt 4$“ TOplm ?ttU5 csft r =rtpr *ri SfB^s i 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, 
I am extremely grateful to my friend Dr. Nalinaksha Sanynl for having 
very generously referred to us in terms of the Congress. I am 
extremely grateful that he has given us — the Congress In coalition — 
an opportunity of explaining our position with regard to certain 
questions arising out of emoluments. With regard to the question of 
translating into action the Congress ideals, I believe, Dr. Sanyal of 
all persons knows that the Government which is functioning to-day 
is not a full-fledged Congress Government. Dt. Sanyal knows that 
on account of certain exigencies of the Province, one section of the 
Congress has come over to the Government with, if not the active 
support of t lie remaining portion of the Congress, still at least with 
the blessings and good wishes of the remaining section. The reason 
is obvious. Not that we of the Congress Party were eager to come 
to office merely for the love of it, but because w'e w r ero convinced that 
having regard to the peculiar situation to which the previous Govern- 
ment had driven the whole Province, we thought that it wus time that 
at least we should come to the Government in order to give a breath- 
ing space to the oppressed people of the Province. I assure 
Dr. Sanyal and the parly he represents that since we have come here 
we have been trying from the very first day of the coalition to persuade 
our brethren of the Coalition belonging to the other groups and 
parties to accept as far as possible the traditions and principles of the 
Congress Party and I am glad to be able to say not merely on behalf 
of the Congress Party, which is iny party in the Coalition, but also 
on behalf of the larger Coalition Party that not only the Ministers 
but also the followers of the Ministers are trying to put into opera- 
tion those ideals which are the acknowledged ideals of all progressive 
sections of political thinkers of this country. 

Sir, my friend Dr. Sanyal knows that it is not merely a question 
of Ministers’ salaries, it is not merely a question of the salaries of 
Parliamentary Secretaries that has been debated on the floor of this 
House now and before, but the question of the members' emoluments 
has also been discussed. We should not forget that when we were 
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one party at the beginning of this House, we tried with one voice — 
the Congress and the Krishak Praja Parties — that not only should the 
salaries of Ministers be brought down, not only should other expenses 
be brought <lown, but that the remuneration and emoluments of 
members should also be brought down to a level approximately 
arrived at by the Congress provinces. We are drawing and my 
friends of the Congress in Opposition are drawing Its. 12-8 a day. We 
are not happy over that and they are also not happy over that* but 
still we are drawing. We had been drawing because that was a posi- 
tion which was forced upon us as a minority. Similarly, if in the 
Coalition we have not succeeded in getting the standard of the 
Congress provinces or the Congress ideals, this is because we of the 
Congress affd the Krishak Praja Party are a minority in the Coalition 
and that our Ministers in the Cabinet are still a minority there. 

Sir, for the larger interest of the province we have entered into a 
pact with the other party on a principle of give and take. We have 
to give something so that we may get something. I do not wish to 
disclose the confidential discussions of our party , but still I may 
assure my friends, tin* Congressmen in the Opposition, that we shall 
try to persuade other members of the Coalition party to meet us at 
least half way and my friends in the Opposition will have no reason 
to be unhappy. They will find that this Cabinet has in its wisdom 
come to a decision which does not really achieve the standard. of the 
Congress, still it goes far enough to meet the desired wishes of the 
progressive sections of this House (A voice from the Muslim League 
Opposition benches: Never.) Sir, there is an interjection of “never” 
from the Opposition of the Muslim League variety. Well, Sir, if you 
will excuse me I had no mind to refer to that, because I w'ant to 
debate in a more or less domestic mood with our friends of the 
Congress party in Opposition, but since there has Iveen an interjection, 
may I remind them that with regard to this matter the less said the 
better. 

Now, Sir, the question of Parliamentary Secretaries has been the 
subject of a full-fledged" debate from my Opposition friends of the 
Muslim League. Parliamentary Secretaries have been a very handy 
stick to beat the present Coalition party with, but, Sir, may I remind 
my friends over there that the only difference between their Govern- 
ment and that of ours is that while we are appointing Parliamentary 
Secretaries we want to have the vote of the House after a full criticism 
of the policy. Now what did they do? They did not appoint their 
Parliamentary Secretaries on a question of principle; they had their 
Parliamentary Secretaries on a principle of personnel and family 
patronage and what is worse persons who were not really appointed 
Parliamentary Secretaries were do facto Ministers and what they did 
with their left hand the right hand of Government never knew. So, 
Sir, the only difference between them and us is that we want to have 
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<mr Parliamentary Secretaries, because we want to extend the func- 
tions of the Cabinet, We wanMo have our Ministers to be Icept in 
daily touch with all parties within and outside the Hou#e. Sir, it is 
purely a question of making our Coalition party democratic, so that 
Government may function on proper lines. The previous Government 
had a coterie of relations and friends and as a result of that coterie a 
large ^ection^of the Coalition party members were kept in the dark as 
to th^ policy and the programme of the then Ministry. We want to 
make a departure from that policy. We want to make our Ministers 
properly representative. Each party must have a Parliamentary 
Secretary to embrace two points. In the first instance it will relieve 
our hard-working Ministers and give them more opportunity of doing 
things more intensively than was done l»v the Ministers of the previous 
regime. In the second place these Parliamentary Secretaries will have 
the advantage 

(At this stage the member reached his time-limit hut was allowed 
to continue.) 

As I was saying, Sir, our Parliamentary Secretaries come in contact 
with the Ministers and with the members as well as with political 
workers. After all we have got to run this Government. This Govern- 
ment cannot be run efficiently unless the agencies functioning the 
Government are such as to be in a position to embrace the difficulties 
of the problems and the grievances and necessities of the province and 
the millions outside from day to day, from hour to hour. My good 
friend Mrs. Hashina Murshed has tried to convince the House with her 
usual ability that it will not mean extra cost to a great extent. After 
all if you consider the annual emoluments of members of the East 
Bengal districts, you will find thal the average earning of a member 
comes very near lb. 400. So, Sir, it will not really be extra cost and 
ultimately it will not mean additional burden in our budget. We 
have included it in the budget, Iwcause we do not wunt to hoodwink 
the members of the House and we want to make the appointments on 
a question of policy. You do not pay them anything extra and still 
you are getting whnle-tiyie work from 17 members for the parlia- 
mentary work. They will not 1m* like the Parliamentary Secretaries 
of the previous Government responsible to their pockets but not 
responsible elsewhere. Our Parliamentary Secretaries will be 
responsible to the Ministry, to the members of the House including the 
members of the Opposition and they will be responsible to the millions 
outside. I think, Sir, our friends of the Muslim League Opposition, 
should n<tt go on criticising the appointments of Parliamentary 
Secretaries. 

Then, Sir, may*! refer to the state of things in other provinces? 
In Bihar which was a Congress province, certain Congress Ministers 
have achieved a standard which it will be very difficult to achieve by 
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other Ministries elsewhere, but the eliciency which it displayed was 
to a ceftain extent due to the number of Parliamentary Secretaries 
there. If y*u go to the Punjab where* &e state of things is almost 
similar to that obtaining in this province, you will find that as against 
six Ministers there are about 18 Parliamentary Secretaries. In our 
own province you will find that necessity requires similar things as in 
other provinces. 

Sir, before I conclude this portion of the debate, permit me to refer 
to a very obnoxious thing delivered by my friend Mr. Fazlur Rahman 
of Dacca. The reference to Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose # is irritating to 
say the least of it. Whatever may be the attitude of the Britishers 
towards Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose, whatever may be their attitude to-day 
or to-morrow, that is no concern of my friend Mr. Fazlur Rahman of 
the Muslim League party. Pardon me if I say that when the future 
history of Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose’s episode is written, our posterity 
will not be surprised if the hidden treasures of history on that day 
indicate that when in despair Sir Naziinuddin’s group found that their 
continuation would be impossible they gave a parting kick and they 
left a legacy to this province in Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose's arrest. Sir, 
it is premature to say anything now. It is no concern of our friends 
of the Muslim league party. We know what Mr. Sarat Chandra 
Bose’s arrest and detention mean to us. Future history will describe 
him as the father of modern Bengal and if we cannot bring him to 
this province to pilot the destinies of this Government, it we cannot 
bring him to give us the benefit of his su]K*rior wisdom, for the time 
being we are content b\ suffering for the interest of this province. 
But, Sir, my friends who are talking in one strain of civil liberties 
were in the same strain talking in a vein in justification of the arrest 
and detention of Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose. Inconsistent idealogy can 
really be possible only in the inconsistent politics of the Opposition of 
the Muslim League variety. That is an end of the matter. 

My friend Mr. Kamal Krishna Roy has referred to certain things 
with regard to municipal elections. Well, Sir, there are defects in 
municipal elections on account of the defect*, in the existing law and 
he knows and we also know — we of the Congress mentality — that we 
have all along been trying to impress upon the Government for a 
revision of the Act, and we are sure that when our Government have 
time to settle down to consider the day-to-day work of the province, 
certainly this question will receive their attention and the results of 
the decision that will be arrived at will not only be happy to them but 
also happy for the whole province. 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, before I speak on the motion 
uamely the motion of my friend Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali about 
the abuse of the Defence of India Act, I would like briefly to refer 
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to the speeches that had been maSc from the Government side so fnr. 
I cannot go deeply into them becapse that will take a very long time, 
but I shall try to point out. the obvious fallacies contained in the 
speeches of the two members from the opposite side. For example, 
the lady Parliamentary Secretary has said that the average earning 
of a member is Rs. 300 ami as the Parliamentary Secretary gets only 
Rs. 400, there is only an additional expenditure of Re. 300. This is 
not correct. Being a resident of Calcutta and a representative of 
Calcutta, her income will be no more than Rs. 150 and, therefore, the 
difference is much more than Its. 100 when her salary is Rs. 400. 


Mrs, HA8INA MUR8HED: On a point of personal explanation, 
Sir. 


Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 am not going to give way. 


Mrs, HA8INA MUR8HED: tin a point of personal explanation. 


Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 look to you, Sir, to stop these inter- 
ruptions. Similarly, (lie travelling allowances and other parapher- 
nalia of 10 Pailiamentary Secretaries will be much more than it will 
he for four. Besides, \u* have got already the extraordinary spectacle 
of a Parliamentary Secictan making an official announcement on 
behalf of Government \sliicli is, if not repudiated, at least not. 
supported b\ the Ilon'ble Chief Minister. 

Mrs. HA8INA MUR8HED : That ..111 ho <lm.o. 


Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: When Hi Parliamentary Secretaries 
will be going round the country and speaking on behalf of Government 
and making announcements which will be neither contradicted nor 
confirmed, you can imagine the state that Bengal will be reduced to. 

Then, Sir, there is a lot to say about the speech of my friend 
Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyai, but the time is flo short that 1 shall be 
able to concentrate only one or two important points. The thing 
that stands out is the policy of give and take. The giving up is as 
regards protests against the use of the Defence of India Act by the 
prelenf Ministry, a subject on which for 4J years the members of that 
party waxed eloquent. There was nothing in the English or Bengali 
literature that was not used in this House condemning the Ministry 
for arrests t detentions, externments of persons, etc., under the Defence 
of India Act. Sir, that policy is being maintained to-day without a 
single change whatsoever. Added to that, the present Government 
has been guilty of the unpardonable crime of taking* action against 
those who are engaged entirely in parliamentary activities and they 
have been using the Defence of India Act for the purpose of stifling 
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the criticism of and opposition to Government. Sir, the giving up 
part dimes here. Their comrades who are now in jail and in deten- 
tion as security prisoners, their comrades who are in internment and 
their comrades who are in externment have been given up and not 
only given up, Sir 

^ Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN : It was all done by you. 

Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: My honourable friend says that it 
was all done by me. 1 would like to ask that during the short period 
of three months that this Government has been in office, how many 
men of their party, particularly of the Forward Bloc have been dealt 
with under the Defence of India Act? I ask them: has this Govern- 
ment not been guilty of unceremoniously turning out of the province 
an All-India leader of that party? That order was not passed, as an 
attempt was made to show, in October or November. That order was 
passed during the term of office of the present Government. This is 
where the giving up has come in, and the taking consists in accepting 
office and in accepting Parliamentary Secretaryships. There is 
another point which I would like to mention. The previous Govern- 
ment when they took action under the Defence of India Act, had the 
courage to defend that policy and to substantiate it. They might have 
made mistakes. Their policy might have been wrong, but they were 
not guilty of disowning the responsibility for actions which they took 
and of thrusting the responsibility on officers of Government, (Cries 
of “shhme, shame”) for whose action they are directly responsible. 
Sir, it is absurd to suggest that the Ministers cannot prevent their 
officers from taking action on questions regarding which powers have 
been delegated by the Government themselves. To-day the Ministers 
can take away any power that they may have delegated to these 
District Magistrates or the Commissioner of Police. In my time, if 
I may say so, the officers did not carry out anything which I did not 
want them to do, and if the Ilon’ble Ministers to-day maintain that 
they are powerless to control their officers then 1 think it is a condemna- 
tion of their very existence as Ministers. It is not an excuse or 
defence for perpetrating injustice. (Mr. Screnpra Nath Biswas: 
Is that a monopoly of yours?) Sir, let me explain what is the real 
objection of ours. We have objected only to the use of the Defend of 
India Act against parties that are engaged in purely parliamentary 
activities. I maintain, Sir, that it is a question of very great principle 
and it affects the privilege of the members of the House. As long as 
you, Sir, sit in the Chair and as long as the House functions it is the 
inherent right of the members of this House to address their 
electorates, to canvass, to educate them and to get their support and to 
obtain a vote of condemnation against the Government and to criticise 
the policy of the Government. Sir, the Defence of India Act is an 
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emergency legislation which gives extraordinary and wide powers to 
the Government and the executive officers of Government. At that 
time when the power was given it was understood that it will be 
exercised by responsible officers in a responsible manner and an under- 
taking to that effect was given. It was expressly stated that it would 
not be abused. It was never contemplated that the Defence of India 
Act would be utilised to prevent demonstrations and criticisms of the 
Government, the Ministry ami those who are in power. Sir, it may 
be said that during my regime or in the time of the previous Govern- 
ment, the Defence of India Act was freely used. I admit 1 hat it was 
so; hut it was used for the purpose for which the Act was passed. 
(Cries of “Question, question” from the Progressive Coalition Benches.) 
One minute more, please have patience. It was used either to prevent 
subversive activities or to stop obstruction to war efforts or successful 
prosecution of the war. 1 may be wrong as regards the persons against 
whom it was used. It may be that the persons were not guilty of 
what I stated, but the question of principle was not involved. It may 
be argued that the party A or Party B was not a member of a sub- 
versive organisation. It may Ik* that they were not employed in any 
subversive activities or obstruction to war efforts. It may he a 
mistake of fact. That is a question which is debatable, but 1 maintain 
that during the regime of the old Government parties who were 
engaged in parliamentary activities and who were not seekers of any 
subversive organisation like the official Congress, the Mahasabha 
party, the Krishak Proja Samity of which the Hon 'hie Mr. Shamsuddin 

is the leader (A voice: What about the Forward Bloc.) I shall 

deal with it; just have a little more patience. As far as I remember 
no action was taken against members of this organisation; as the House 
is well aware, as far as the official Congress is concerned, action was 
taken only in cases where they indulged in Mr. Gandhi s Satyagraha. 
As far as this Hindu Mahasabha party is concerned 

Mr. KIRAH SANKAR ROY: What about the detention of 
Mr. Surendra Mohan Ghosh, the President of the Bengal Provincial 
Congress Committee? 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That may l>e wrong, that may be a 
mistake, but I can say this much that action wan taken against, him 
because he was concerned with subversive activities — he being an ex- 
detenu. That cannot be denied. 

As regards the Hindu Mahasabha party, the leader of that party 
and its followers went from oik* end of Bengal to the other criticising 
and attacking the Ministry most vehemently. What is more is that 
whereas in other cases w’e took action against persons w r ho were deli- 
berately fomenting communal trouble and inciting the masses to 
commit communal violence, in the case of the Hindu Mahasabha men 
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who had been attacking the policy of the Ministry and the Ministers 
themselves we maintained that it would be wrong to use extraordinary 
poweA to check those who were trying to criticise and attack the 
Ministry. And, therefore, in their case, we did not take any action. 

Now. I come to the question of holding meetings by the members 
of the Krishak Praja Party to criticise the jute restriction policy of 
the Government. Here again the question was that jute was mainly 
Ranted * for the manufacture of war industry and as there was a 
likelihood of the creation of a serious situation in the province as a 
result of the wrong policy pursued by the members of the Krishak 
Praja Party, Government had to take aclion. The application of the 
Defence of India Pules in this case may be debatable, but I submit 
that that is no justification whatsoever for the action that is being 
taken against the Muslim League workers, its office-bearers and 
Muslim students. Sir, there is no time to go into the details to take 
up the case of the students and two businessmen who were detained in 
Feni after the visit of the Muslim League delegation and prior to the 
visit of the Hon’ble the Chief Minister and his colleagues. Nothing 
hud happened at Feni beyond the reception that was given to us. But 
because those people who were subordinate to the Muslim League and 
they might lead a demonstration against the Hon’ble Chief Minister 
they were interned and what is more, they were interned beforehand 
and up till now some of them were still in internment. The other day 
the Chief Minister said that most of the orders that had been passed 
against persons in Noakhali and Feni have practically now been 

withdrawn. The reason simply is that most of these orders were for 
a period of two or three weeks. Sir, the very nature of the orders 
shows that it was merely to enable the visit of the Hon’ble Ministers 
to be a success that these people were kept under detention for two 
or three weeks. These two or three weeks’ detention orders and 

orders of externment show clearly that these orders had no other 
object than to allow the Chief Minister in Bengal to have a successful 
visit. May I point out, Sir, how tragic the position is that 

Mr. Fazlul Huq who was supposed to be the uncrowned king of 

Muslim Bengal has been reduced to the position that he cannot visit 
any part of the mofussil Bengal unless action lias been taken previously 
under the Defence of India Pules and persons are put under restric- 
tion to enable him to pay his visit to that place. He cannot visit a 
particular place on the day announced beforehand; he comes there a 
day or two after so that there canuot be any demonstration organised 
against him. He cannot face a public meeting in Bengal unless he 
is protected by armed forces. Mr. Fazlul Huq whom the people in the 
minority provinces regarded as an ideal and to have a glimpse of 
whom they did not mind travelling even long twenty miles and for 
whom even the old ladies used to pray in their houses, has now to 
travel almost incognito. These are facts which cannot be denied. 
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Sir, the other day the Hon'ble Finance Minister contradicted a 
member of our party in the course of the Budget discussion and said 
that he had seen with his ojvn eyes an order being drafted *to the 
effect that the students who were prosecuted under the Defence of 
India Rules were going to be discharged and those prosecutions were 
going to be withdrawn. But, Sir, as far as my information goes, 
even 15 days after that contradiction one Fazlul Quadir Ohowdhury, 
a student of the Islamia College, has been convicted and |entenced r# to 
a fine of Rs. 200. Even after 15 days since he made that contradic- 
tion, cases against the students of the Rajshuhi College — both Hindus 
and Muslims — are still proceeding, and 1 hope the Hnn’ble the Finance 
Minister, after he has verified the facts 1 have already stated, will 
have the decency to apologise to the member whom he had contradict- 
ed. Government issued a communique saying that certain action was 
going to be taken in the matter, but yet within a month and a half 
after that we find that nothing has been done except in the case of 
the students of Barisal and Jessore. It was stated that prosecutions 
against all of them would be withdrawn. Sir, I will read out to you 
the order that was passed by the Subdivisional Officer of Natore that 
w r as handed over to rue personally when I visited that place. This 
was a controversial question raised in the House the other day. I am 
just going to read out the order and the honourable members will 
judge for themselves what sort of an order this was. 

Office of the Subdivisional Magistrate, 
Natore. 


ORDER. 

Permission is granted to Kazi Mansoor Ahmed (?), Secretary, 
Natore Subdivisional Muslim League, Natore, to hold a mass Muslim 
League meeting at Gurudaspur on the 19th January, 1942, on condi- 
tions — please note “conditions” — that no political demonstrations or 
speeches afe made, that no community is criticised or attacked in any 
speech and on a further condition that nothing should be spoken at 
the meeting which would be likely to rouse communal bitterness — 

Mr. 8URENORA NATH BI8WA8: Do you object to that? 

Khwaja Sir NA2IMUDDIN: No, I object to the fact that permis- 
sion had ’been given to hold a meeting of the T/eague but in the order 
it was laid down that no political demonstration or speeches should 
be made. It was an obvious contradiction of the whole thing, and, 
therefore, it was wTong that only two speakers, namely, Sir Nazirnuddin 
and Mr. Suhrawardy, would be allowed to speak. It is obvious that 
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when that delegation included the names of Mauiana Akram Khan 
and Mr. Washeq it was quite natural that they should also be allowed 
to speak. But, Sir, they were not allowed to speak, and permission 
was given only to two of us. 

Sir, in view of the shortness of time I do not want to go into any 
more details, but I appeal to my friends opposite who have for the last 
4$ years protested against the use of the Defence of India Rules by 
the* previous Government, to bear in mind that the successor of that 
Government is not only continuing the same policy but has added to 
it an action which is absolutely against parliamentary organisations 
and parliamentary activities. I hope they will support the motion. 

Sir, as far as my friends on the left are concerned, I would like 
particularly to address them on this point. I know it has been the 
tradition of the European party to always support Government and 
never to vote against it. (Mr. David Hendry : No, no.) They 
claim to hold independent views and to exercise their votes on the 
merits of a particular question. 1 ask them if in their own country 
this was before the memlwrs of the Parliament, what would he the 
verdict of the House and the members of the British Parliament when 
the political situation conclusively proves that the Defence of India 
Rules are being used to prevent members and leaders of parties who 
have resigned office and who have gone over to the electorate to obtain 
a verdict of the electorate on the question they have taken. Here on 
the Muslim League delegation there were three ministers of Govern- 
ment, who had taken one of the most recognised parliamentary steps, 
namely, resigning from office. They came to the electorate to ask for 
their verdict, calling upon the electorate to condemn those who are now 
in office. It is clear that throughout our tour — and we practically 
went over one-third if not half of Bengal — there was not a single 
incident between Hindus and Muslims and as far as I remember there 
was not a single protest in any nationalist paper about any anti-Hindu 
activity on account of our speeches. There was no protest from the 
nationalist j^ess. There was no protest from the local Hindus in any 
locality that we visited. We made ourselves clear and w r e made the 
aims and objects of the Muslim League so far as war was concerned 

clear that they were not meant to obstruct war efforts. 

Under the circumstances, I call upon the European Party to judge 
for themselves what would be the verdict of the members in their own 
country if the Defence of the Realm Act had been applied there in 
this manner. May 1 remind them that when the Government arrested 
a memWr of the House there, they had to make that member come 

before the Privilege Committee of the House and they had to justify 

before that committee the action that was taken. Here deliberately, 
the Defence of India Act has been abused and the members of the 
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European Party are sitting there and will be recording their votes. It 
will be a test of their bona fides and their claim that they vote on 
merit. • 

Not only that. I know at the present time the Lender of the non- 
Official European Group has got the slogan that we must not take any 
notice of what is going on now but concentrate on war efforts. Let me 
tell him that in his own country when the town of London was l>eing 
bombed to smithereens, the labourers and particularly the dockyard 
and shipping labourers did not put their whole energy and did not 
give their whole support until their grievances were redressed. That 
was the attitude taken up in England. That is the attitude taken up 
in England that you have got first to redress the grievances before you 
can expect people to give their support and co-operation to Govern- 
ment. How can anybody give co-operation and support to Govern- 
ment that is deliberately flouting the fundamental Parliamentary 
rights and privileges of members? Therefore, 1 submit that as far as 
the European Party is concerned, I hope they will give a test of their 
independence to-day. 

As far as my friends on the opposite side are concerned, I may say 
that those who belong to the Forward Bloc condemned the Government 
for four years and a half. I know that they are going to vote against 
this motion and it will be a great personal satisfaction to me to find 
that to-day they have admitted the justification for the actions that 
the past Government did. The members of the party by their votes 
that they are going to cast to-day are going to deny the rights to those 
who are security prisoners by their action. 

Dr, NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL; Sir, the question be now put. 

The Hon'ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BASU: Sir, I propose to 
say a few words. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, may we know when you pro- 
pose to put it to vote ? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : At half past eleven. 

Mr. DAVID HENDRY: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I had no inten- 
tion of participating in this debate but J have lw*en forced to do so 
by references from more than one speaker this morning and I think, 
therefore, that it is only right that I should make our position in the 
matter of the cut motions on the Defence of India Rules clear. We 
have been accused of supporting the Government right or wrong. That, 
Sir, is completely wrong. We maintain our independence and although 
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Sir Nazimuddin has appealed to our independence, such appeals are 
not needed to stimulate us to act in an independent manner at any 
time. *■ 

The debate which started yesterday on the alleged misuse of the 
Defence of India Rules Was used as a platform on which two opposing 
sections of Muslims in this House hurled charges and counter-charges 
against each other in a manner which, I must confess, I personally 
found most unedifying. We, Sir, take no part in the dispute between 
the two sections of Muslims in this House; we take no sides; we have 
never taken sides in the disputes between the two Muslim groups and 
we have no concern in this dispute other than to deplore it. 

So far as the powers under the Defence of India Rules themselves 
are concerned, these powers have been delegated to the District Magis- 
trates and District Officers concerned and it is their responsibility to 
administer these rules in such a way as to maintain public order. 
Whether there is likely to be any upsetting of public order due to a 
dispute between Hindus on the one side and Muslims on the other or 
between one section of Muslims on one side and another section of 
Muslims on the other is immaterial. If public order for any reason 
is liable to he upset, then it is the duty and the responsibility of the 
District Officer to see that public order is maintained and it is also 
his duty and responsibility to see that the powers which he has been 
given to maintain public order should be used fully and in a proper 
ipanner. The suggestion made by Sir Nazimuddin that these powers 
are being used by the Government at the present time for the sole 
purpose of suppressing legitimate parliamentary action does not appear 
to me to ring true, because we have had no refutation of the statement 
made by the Chief Minister on the floor of this House that the opposing 
•action of the Muslim in this House have been able in the short period 
of the past three months to hold something between 400 and 500 
meetings for purely political purpose. (Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy : All 
lies.) Lies there may be but I prefer to believe the Chief Minister in 
this matter. 

Sir, we have also been accused by Mr. Fazlur Rahman of supporting 
the Government right or wrong and he criticised our action yesterday 
in going into the same lobby with the Ministry on cut motion No. 3. 
This cut motion was a very definite challenge, a definite accusation 
against District Officers and included the proposal that a committee 
of enquiry should be set up to enquire into the actions of these officers 
themselves. That, Sir, is to say the least of it am absurd request. A 
committee of enquiry at the present time is completely impossible. 
(Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin: An enquiry with regard to Singapore is 
also impossible!) To undermine the authority of District Officers at 
a time such as this is u matter of the utmost danger and would 
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completely upset the whole district administration. I have no inten- 
tion of making a long speech on this matter, but I think I have made 
our position clear and that we are opposed to the principle of interfering 
with district administration by committee of enquiry. 

In conclusion, however, I should like to mention to the Chief Minister 
that in our opinion his reply to a question yesterday was not entirely 
satisfactory and we on this side would definitely like to know whether 
any directions have been specifically given to District. Magistrates for 
the administration of the Defence of India Rules and what is the guid- 
ing principle under which District Magistrates administer these rules. 
I think if he clarifies these two points it might satisfy more people in 
this House than ourselves. 

This is the chief question before the House at the present moment, 
but when I have this biief opportunity of speaking, I should like to 
ask the Chief Minister another question, and that is on the subject 
of Parliamentary Secretaries, which has been discussed very fully in 
this House this morning. Since it is the avowed policy of the present 
Government not to engage in controversial legislation, 1 should* like 
to know whether it is really intended to appoint 17 Parliamentary 
Secretaries, and if so what their function will be. We know at the 
present time 17 Parliamentary Whips have been appointed, but this 
is merely a preliminary move before converting these into. Parliamentary 
Secretaries. I think we ought to have some justification for such an 
extraordinary move. With these remarks, I pledge my Purty’s support 
to Government on these cut motions and in upholding the District 
Officers in the maintenance of district peace and order. 

The Hon’ble Dr. SYAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: I had no inten- 
tion of taking part in today’s debate, hut there have been references to 
some statements which I have made and there have also l>een references 
to the general policy of administration affecting not only the Hon’ble 
Chief Minister who is in charge of the Home Department, but of the 
Government as a whole. Sir, 1 shall come first to the question of applica- 
tion of Defence of India Rules. lx»t it not be4orgotten, Sir, that when 
the new Ministry came into office about the middle of December last, 
the Defence of India Rules had been in operation in this province for 
nearly two ye-rs before that. As Sir Khwaja Nazimuddin has said, the 
policy behind the application of the Defence of India Rules in this 
province was criticised apd very vehemently criticised on the floor of 
the House and outside the Assembly. Sir, it lies ill with Sir Khwaja 
Nazimuddin of all persons today to complain that the Defence of India 
Rules are being misapplied in a manner which is inconsistent with the 
policy which was laid do#n by himself It is not necessary for me, 
Sir, to go into minute details, but I say deliberately 4hat during the 



278 


DEMAND POE GBANT. 


[13th Mabch, 


last two months it was given to us to scrutinise cases which were decided 
arbitrarily by the ex-Home Minister acting on the advice of such 
persons *whose advice he thought it his duty to accept without a demur. 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin says today that during his regime there was 
not a single instance where any subordinate officials under him dared 
to go against his wishes. I believe, Sir, it would have been correct 
for him to say that there was not a single occasion when he dared to 
go against the wishes of his subordinate officials. (“Hear, hear” from 
the Coalition Benches and “Question” from the Opposition benches.) 
I shall give you two typical illustrations without betraying the secrets 
of the Government in any way, because these $re two matters on w T hich 
the Hon’ble Home Minister had vetoed the decision of the ex-Home 
Minister^ This by itself will show the manner, the disgraceful manner 
in which the Home Department was administered by Khwaja Sir 
Nazimuddin. Only a few weeks ago we received an application from 
a certain gentleman. haili»g from Midnapore, — I need not mention his 
name, he belongs, I believe* to the official Congress organisation — 
asking for a monthly allowance or for an order for the withdrawal of 
restriction which was passed against him by the ex-Home Minister. 
Now, Sir, that application came and it was very carefully scrutinised 
and the facts without any comment because comments will be needless, 
stand as follows: Xhm gentleman was externed from the district of 
MiditHpore about tw r o<years ago. He immediately sent an application 
for allowance or for the revision of the order* The matter came to 
the Home Department, through the Commissioner of the Burdwan 
Division. The Commissioner of the Burdw-an Division in the first place 
did not make any specific recommendation. He w T as asked afterwards 
to make a definite recommendation in this case. He recommended that 
an allowance of Its. 30 should be paid. The file came to the Home 
Dep&?|UQ 2 it. The official viewr-point, the departmental view-point, of 
which I have nothing to say, was against it. It waft that the applica- 
tion should be rejected. The' Hon’ble Home Minister said *ditto” 
although the recommendation of the Commissioner of the Division was 
there that the allowance should be granted. Application after applica- 
tion for reconsideration came. I do not know whether these were thrown 
in the waste paper basket History does not record it, but every appli- 
cation was rejected. It came then after the new’ Ministry came into 
office to the present Home Department, and the Home Minister, the 
new Home Minister unlike his predecessors, has ordered that the allow- 
ance should be given. There was absolutely no reason why the appli- 
cation should have been rejected by the ex-Hopie Minister. (Mr. H. S. 
Suhrawakdy : “Hurray”.) Mr. Suhxafrardy may cry “hurray”. 
That is T believe “hurray” for the follies and mistakes which he had 
committed and perhaps which are recalled to his mind after his recent 
return from Kusthia. Now, that is on%of the illustrations which 
goes to show, the manner in which 
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Ml*. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : On a point of order, Sir. There is 
no motion for discussion before the House for cutting any grunt of 
Sir Nazimuddin, of Mr. Suhrawardy or anybody else. The only matter 
for discussion is the policy of the present Government and not what Sir 
Nazimuddin did. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is no point of order. 

The Hon’ble Dr. SYAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: I fail to under- 
stand w r hy Mr. Suhrawardy should be so anxious. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Because you are irrelevant^ 

The Hon’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Because Lam 
irrelevant? The burden of the speech of the ex-Heine Minister was 
that he wanted the House to congratulate him that the present Ministry 
was continuing the policy which he had enunciated. Was he relevant? 
Was he relevant when he was making comparison at every step between 
the misdeeds which he had done “and the attempts that are being made 
by the present Ministry to undo them? Is it irrelevant if I point out 
the manner in which the present Ministry had Been attempting to undo 
the wrongs? It will take some time for us to undo the wrongs aYld to 
improve the tone of the administration jin a manner wtTiljTi we jsfgard 
as consistent with the best interests of tfctf province. 

I now come to a very important .illustration. It was not my inten- 
tion to deal with it today at this hour, because the matter will come 
before this House this afternoon, f shall give without going into 
details a very brief reference to some aspect of the administration of 
this province during the last’ four years. There i# the question of 
security prisoners fflat has agitated the mind# of many sections of this 
House and people outside; the demand has been made that either they 
sh<jyld be put on their tribl or their cases should be scrutinised. Now, 
Sir, without goiug into the details I make this statement that although 
the suggestion came fioin the Government of India that the cases of 
the security prisoners should be enquired in to 4b a manner which would 
allay public suspicion and resentment, delay in giving effect to it was 
due to the deliberate policy pursued by the ex-Horne Minister without 
any knowledge of his colleagues and of the Cabinet. Indeed he went 
even further than his advisers were prepared to go ami his recorded 
opinion was that the Governjpent of Bengal should approach the Gov- 
ernor-General that this policy df revision should no?* be applied to the 
province of Bengal. That was the regime of civil liberty which gagged 
Bengal into silence. It does not lie in the mouth of Sir Nazimuddin to 
get up before this House arit! say that thi# Ministry is continuing a policy 
of repression. The policy of the present Ministry ha^been criticised 
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with regard to its attempt to cut down the parliamentary activities of 
the parfy to which Sir Nazimuddin belongs. I repudiate that sugges- 
tion. I have scrutinised many of the orders which were passed by the 
District Officers. Now what has been the position when the present 
Ministry came to office? 

The District Officers had acted on the lines of the policy enunciated 
by the past Government. I can say this thrffc no instructions had been 
issued by the present Ministry to any District Officer to prosecute or to 
prevent the lawful activities of the party over which Sir Nazimuddin 
presides. No secret circulars were issued by the present Ministry as 
was done by the ex-Home Minister. would beg of the House to 
consider** this aspect of the matter. (There were interruptions from 
the Opposition members.) I know Sir, that these interruptions are 
duetto the very simple fact that these remarks have gone home to 
persons who are guilty of nothing but sentimental hypocrisy. 

Now, Sir, with regard to the policy pursued by the District Officers 
the position is this. “Under the garb of holding meetings for the 
purpose of expressing their lawful criticisms against Government in 
a constitutional manner, if they proceed to act in a way prejudicial to 
public interests, arousing communal feeling particularly at a time 
when peace must be maintained, it is only in 'Audi circumstances that 
the District Officers have intervened. Sir Nazimuddin says “I allowed 
the Afaluvsabha to go on for the last 4J years. ” May I ask liiin who sent 
the C. I. D. officers accompanying me in my tours in Eastern Bengal? 
Ma/ 1 ask him Sir, — T put this question straight to him — about the 
letters which 1 sent to the ex-Home Minister to which I have not received 
any reply — under whose instructions was the C. I. D. directed to open 
the letters of Hindu Mahasabha leaders, even during the period when 
one of them had become a member of the Council of Ministers? That 
is the policy that was pursued by the gentleman who is now sitting in 
the pose of a Napoleon after Waterloo ! Previously also the Mahasabha 
meetings were stopped and I* was served *tith a notice presumably 
under the Defence of India Rules when I was going to proceed to 
Noakhali, and also when a meeting was going to be held at Serajganj. 
Sir Nazimuddin’s memdty is very ^sli^rt. What about Mr. Kiron 
Sankar Hoy and what about Babu Surendra Mohan Ghosh, the President 
of the official Congress Committee? jle w$nt to jail and afe soon as he 
served his sentence, he was immediately served with an order under 
the Defence of India Rules. Again, what about two other members of 
the House — Mr. Pj»tul Chandra Gangulj^anS Mr. Jnanendra Chandra 
Mazumdar? I say, Sir, at the s a fiie tSme it will not do for the 
* present Ministry merely to say that because the past Ministry had 
acted in this manner, that is any justification fdr the present Ministry 
fe to pursue any such policy. f believe, Sit, that the policy of the 
present Minis!# will be* announced by the Chief Minister. But what 
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we desire to say is this that it is not the intention of the present 
Ministry to do anything which will interfere in any manner •what- 
soever with the lawful and constitutional activities of any political 
party. But if Sir Nazimuddin or the leader of the goondas or some* 
body else with whom — 

(Cries of ‘‘Withdraw, withdraw” from the Opposition benches.) 

<*0 

Mr* H* 8* 8UHRAWARDY: For getting me assaulted at Kustia 
if he takes the blame on himself, then he is the leader of the goondas. 

Nawabzada K. NA8ARULLAH: The Hon’ble I)r. Mookerjee should 
wthdraw the expression “leader of the goondas”. 0 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: He must withdraw the expression. * 

((‘lies of “Withdraw, withdraw” from the Opposition benches.'! 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I want to know from the leader of 
the Opposition what the members of his party want. 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: We want that the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister should withdraw the expression “leader of the goondas”. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I shall asl< the Hon’hle Dr. Mookerjee 
tm say what he has stated. 

The Hon’ble Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: When I made 
the statement I was not referring to any particular member 

(Crie^,of “Withdraw, withdraw” from the Opposition benches.) 

What I said was this that this Government would not interfere in 
any manner whatsoever with the lawful and constitutional activities 
of any political party but ii ' 

(Cries of “Withdraw, withdraw” from the Opposition benches.) 

Ttia Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZUUI& HUQ: May I say a word, Sir? 

, * , , 

Nawabzada K. NASARUtLAH* We will not allow the Hon’hle 
Chief Minister to say anything unless the Hon’ble Finance Minister 
withdraws the expression be has used. 

(Cries of “Withdraw, withdraw the Opposition benches.) 

'* t * 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PE/ftCEifc Jfhe statement made by the Hon’ble 
Dr, Mookerjee is absolutely clear. He says that he did not refer to ^ 
any particular individual member. * 
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Ncwabzada K. NA8ARULLAH: No, that i a not true. 

Khwaj* Sir NAZIMlfbDIN: May I draw your attention to the 
fact that the expression “leader of the goondas” was used immediately 
after my name was used. The only inference that could be drawn is 
that he referred to other members of my party and nothing else. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER. I shall get the official report and then 
look into the matter. I do not know what actually the Hon’ble the 
Finance Minister said but if the position is actually as you say, 1 
will certaily ask him to withdraw. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I move that the question be 
now put. 

(The Hon’ble Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu at this stage rose to speak 
when there were loud cries of “Withdraw, withdraw” and of “We 
won't hear you, Mr. Basu” from the Oppositidn%enches.) 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER : Please sit down, Mr. Basu. 

If you, members of the Opposition shout in this fashion and thus 
obstruct the normal proceedings of this HotTBe, 1 will have no other 
alternative but to put the closure motion of Dr. Sanyal. But I would, 
in the first instance, appeal to you, Sir Nazimuddin, to give me an 
opportunity of looking into the official proceedings before I am ask#d 
to give in y decision on the question. How can the business of the 
House go on if every one in the Opposition benches fake up the role 
of the leader ami thus obstruct the business of the House? I assure 
you all that if I find the statement of the Hon’ble Minister to be un- 
parliamentary, I will personally ask him to withdraw it. In the mean- 
time I appeal to you to allow the Ilon’ble Mr. Santosh Kumar Batm 
to go on with his speech. 

(When the Hon‘ble Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu again rose to speak 
there were loud $ries of “We won ’4 hear you”, “We won’t hear you” 
from the Opposition benches and counter-cries of “He must”, “He 
must” from the Progressive Coalition 4>enches.) 

* * * 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : 0n a* point of order, Sir. The 
Hon’ble the Finance Minister has admitted even when offering an 
explanation that he did use the words “thaOeader of goondas” 

* 0 10m m 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I dfduiot hear that. 

*" * . 

Mr. H. S. RUHR A WARD Y: - — ^and that he said that be did not 
refer to any particular member.* It does not matter whether ho has 
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referred to any particular member, whether on this side or the other 
side of the House, but the point is whether he did use the words Vleader 
of the goondas". He did use those words "and he must withdraw the 
expression. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: On a point of order, 

Sir (Tremendous noise from the Opposition benches all the while 

Mr. Dutta Mazumdar was speaking.) It is clear that on this side 

of the House we did hear that the expression “leader of the guomlas” 
was used by tin* Hon’ble the Finance Minister We know, Sir, that 
(there such great iioi-m* in the whole House that Mr. Dutta 

Mazumdar was quite inaudible at the Keporleis' table ) --- there are 

leaders of goondas in the country (the noise rose to a very high pitch 

again) We do not know, Sii, whether there aie leaders of goondas 

in this House. The Ilon'ble Minister did not rotor to any particular 

member ot this House (loud cries of “He did”, “He did" from 

the Opposition beneM&) and it an\ particular person is not guilty 

in his loiisuciice then* can 1 m* no leason why this expression should he 
considered as a sort ol leflechon on the neti\itios of any particular 
member. Therefoie, Sir. 1 think there is no quest inn of w ithdrawing 
that expression. 

Dr. NALIHAK8HA 8ANYAL: I again move. Sir, that tin* motion 
be now put 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Now that the closure motion has been 
put and especially as l find that tin* Opposition is in no mood to earn 
on the business of the House in an orderly manner, I will put the 
motions forthwith to the vote ol the House. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali that the demand of 
IN. 1,27.42,000 for expenditure under the head 2<"> — General Adminis- 
tion — General Administration" be reduced by IN. 100 was then put 

and a division taken with the following result: — 

* 

AYES — II. 

AMI NaiMa, Mattel. 

AMI Maaala Aka**, Mr. 

Akaw* All MrMfca, McahrL 
Ak«a* Mata*, Mo 

Aala* Hauaia Kkaa, Kkaa Bafcalar Maahrl. 
•aaar)aa, Dr. laraak Okaaira. 

ChattafMkjray, Mr. HarifaBa. 

Dm, Baka RaBkaaatk. 

Daft a. Hr. Dklrmirt Rath. 

Dalai. Mr. MaraaBra Bath. 

Datta, Mr. takaaMr. 
factol QaaBk, Kkaa BakaAar MaahrL 


Ak*al Asia. Maalaaa H*. 

A Mai Nats, Mr. Mina. 

AMal Naklai Vlkraaiparl, Maahrl MB. 

A Mai ManM. Mr. A. M. 

AMal Kart an Mr. 

AMal UtH Bharat, Maahrl. 

AMal MaJM, Mr. Ifa* (BaakhaU). 

AMal Hi ta toh MaNfc, Dr. 

A Malta* Al MahanM, Mr. 

A Mar Rah mi, Kkaa R a k a Ba r A. f. M. 
A Mar Rakaiaa •t**fc|l. Mr. 

A Mar RaaaBM Manana*, Mr. 

Aktfar Raika a*. Maahrl M*. 

AMal tkakaa*. Maahrl M*. 


AkMer Man BBa ar Oar y, Kkaa BaRMar Maatoi. 


fariar Rakataa, Mr. (Bacta). 
factor Rckaica, Mr. (My w cartf h). 
NcBntotfto BkaaMart, Maahrl. 
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Hamiduiiia Ahmad, Khw lablb. 

Jilaladdln Akail, Khan Bahadur Maahrl. 

JaJaa, Mr.TD. 

Jaoimuiila Ahmoo, Khan tabib Man III * 
Haiti, Mr. Nibaa|a Babari. 

Hal, Mr. Itwar Obanira 
Manlruiiin Akband, Maalvl. 

Mawi AH Kban Panni, Al-Hsdj Maahrl. 
Mohammad All, Kban Babaiar. 

Muhammad larail, Maahr i. 

Muhaammai Siddiyuo, Kban Babaiar Dr. Syoi. 
Makbarji, Mr. Dkiranira Narayan. 

Makharjaa, Mr. B. 

Makbarji, Dr. fbarat Obanira. 

MaUiok, Irijat Aabataah. 

Naaarullah, Nawabzada K. 


Nazimaiiia Kbwaja Hr, K.C.I.C. 
Nooruddin, Mr. K. 

Ray, Mr, Kamal Krishna. 

Ray, Mr. Klraa Sankar. 
Sabtbo-Alam, Mr. Syad. 

Salim, Mr. I. A. 
lanyal, Dr. Nalinakiha. 
Son-Buyta, Mr*. Nailia. 
larajai litara, Mr. 

Shahabuddin, Mr. Kharaja, O.B.E. 
Sinks, Srijut Maninira Bbazaa. 
Suhrawariy, Mr. H. t. 

Bar, Mr. Haranira Kumar. 
Tamlzudiin Kban, Mr. 

Yataf, All Ohoaihary, Mr. 


NOES — 116. 


Abdul Hafir, Mr. Mia. 

Abial Hakaam, Mr. (Khulna). 

Abiul Hakim, Maulvi (Mymaniln|b). 

Abial Hamii Bbab, Maulvl. 

Abial Kaiar, Mr. (aliaa Lai Maah). 

Abiul Majii, Maulvl (Mymaniinf h). 

AMul Wahab Khan, Mr. 

Abial Wahai, Maulvl. 

Abiur Rauf, Kban Bahadur Shah (Rangyur). 

Abdur Razzak, Maulvl. 

Abu Haualn larkar, Maulvl. 

Abul Fail, Mr. Mi. 

Acharyya Cheudbury, Maharaja Saab! Kaata, af 
Muktagacha, Mym«niln|h. 

Ahmad All Enayatpuri, Khan Bahadur Maulana. 
Ahmad Khan, Mr. Byad. 

Aminullah, Khan Sahib Maulvl. 

Amir All Mia, Maulvl Md. 

Anwarul Alim, Khan Bahadur Md. 

Aalmuidln Ahmad, Mr. 

Athar All, Maulvl. 

Badruidaja, Mr. Syad. 

Banarjaa, (ha Hon'bla Mr. Pramatha Nath. 

BanarJI, Mr. Satya Priya. 

Barat All. Md. 

Barma, Baku Pramharl. 

Barma, Mr. PuipaJIt. 

Barman, Baku Bhyama Praaai. 

Barman, tha Han'bla Mr. Uysnira Nath. 

Baaa, tha Han'bla Mr. Sy^osh Kumar. 

Bhawmik, Dr. fiobinia Obanira. 

Biauraa, Baba Lakshml Narayan. 

Bhiuraa, Mr. Raalk Lai. 

•taoraa, Mr. Buranira Nath. 

Ohakrabarty, Mr. Jatlnira Nath. 

Ohakrabarty, Baba Naranira Narayan. 

Qhiyyoaialt, Mr. J. W. ** 

Olark, Mr. I. A. 

Daa, Ral Bahlh Annkat Chandra. 

Du. Ral Sahib Kirtt Bbaaan. 

Daa, Mr. Manmahaa. 

Dm fiuyta, Baku Kbagoadra Hath. 

Dm fiuyta, Srljut Naranira Nath. 

Datta Mazamiar, Mr. Ktharondu. 

Kibar, Mr. Uyoniraaath. 

Emiaial Mayas, Kali. 

Faztal Hob, tha Han’bla Mr. A. K. 

•boon, Mr. Atal Krishna. 


fiiasuddln Ahmad, Mr. 

fialam Barwar Haiaini, Mr. Shah Syad. 

Batvrami, Mr. Talii Obanira. 

BrifRtbi, Mr. C. 
fiuyta, Mr. J. N. 

Buruni, Mr. Dambar Singh, 
fiyaiuddin Ahmad Choudhury, AlhadJ 
Huan All Chowdhury, Mr. Syad. 

Huanuzzaman, Maulvl Md. 

Haham AH Khan, Tha Hon'bla Khan Bahadur 
Maulvi. 

Haihina Mura had, Mrs., M.B.E. 

Hatamally Jamadar, Khan Sahib Maulvl. 

Handry, Mr. David. 

Idris Ahmad Mia, Maulvi. 

Jonah All Majumdar, Maulvi. 

Kabiruddin Khan, Khan Bahadur Maulvl. 

Kazam Ah Mina, Bahibzada Kawan Jah 8yoi. 
Kannady, Mr. I. fi. 

Khan, Mr. Dabandra Lall. 

Kumar, Mr. Atul Chandra. 

Kundu, Mr. Nishitha Nath. 

MePbarson, Mr. B. P. 

Mahtab, MaharaJaibiraja Bahadur, Viay Ohaai, of 
Buriwan. 

Maji, Mr. Adwaita Kumar. 

Majumdar, Mrs. Hamayrova. 

Mandal, Mr. AmrHa Lai. 

Maadal, Mr. Banka Boharl. 

I Mandal, Mr. Birat Obanira. 

Mandal, Mr. Jagst Obanira. 

Mandal, Mr. Joganira Nath. 

Mandal, Mr. Krishna Prasad. 

Maairuzzaman Islamabail, Maalana Mi. 

Mayka I Hosaln, Mr. 

MoNNn All, Mr. Mi. 

Mookarjaa, Tha Hon’bla Dr. Syaauyrasad. 

Morgan, Mr. G., C.I.E. 

Moslnm All MnUab, Maahrl M. 

Mozamasal Ray, Maahrl Md. 

Mabammai Afzal, Khan Babaiar Maahrl Syad. 
Muhammad Ibrahim, MaahrL 
Mabammai Ishayas, Maahrl. 

Makborji, Dr. H.p. 

Mnsbarrvff Hoaaaln, Raw ah Kban, Babaiar. 
Mnatagasrsai Hay no, Mr. Syad. 

Puttlngor, Mr. fi. V. 

Pramanft, Mr. TarbsHharan. 
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Rahmaa, Kkaa BiMir A. M. L 
RaJiMddin TaraMar, MaalvL 
Ramliuddiu Ahmad, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. DBaaaajay. 

Ray, KthJrod Chandra, RaJ Bahadar. 
Ray, Mr. Maamatha Natk. 

Ray, Mr. Patlram. 

Saflruddia Abatad, Haji. 
laaaollak, Dr. 

Sanyal, Mr. tasanka takkar. 
tarkar, Baka MiAiwIaa. 

Ian, Mr. Atal Chandra. 


Ian. Mr. Dktraadra Natk. 
taa, Jayaik Chandra, Rai Bahadar. 
Sbahadall, Mr. a 

Shamtuldlf Ahmad, tka Han‘W# Mr. 
Sbamt*ddln Ahmad Khaadkar, Mr. 
tinka, Baka Kibatra Natk. 

Sirdar, Baka Utta Munda. 

-iyalltr, Mr. 4. N. 

Stark, Mr. A. F. 

Waliur Rahman, Maulvi. 

Yautul, Mirra. 


'[’he Ayes being 1 G1 uml the Noes 11(1. the motion vias lost. 


* The motion of Dr. Nulitioksha Sanyal that the demand of 
Its. 1,27.42,000 under the head “2V~ (ieneral Administration (ienenil 
Administration’’ be reduced by Its. 100 was put and a division taken 
with the following result: — 


AYES— 59. 


AMat Atia, Man I an a Md. 

Akdal Haftr, Mr. Mina. 

ftdul Hakim Vlkramyuri, Maalvi Ml. 

AMul HamM, Mr. A. M. 

A Mat Karim, Mr. 

AMul Latll Biiwai, Maulvi. 

AMul Majid, Mr. Syad (Noakkall). 

AMul Motalah Malik, Dr. 

AMulla-AI Mahmoad, Mr. 

AMur Rahman, Kkan Bahadur A. f. M. 

AMur Rahman Siddi'i, Mr. 

AMur Raschid Mahmoad, Mr. 

AMar RukaM, Maulvi Md. 

AMur Shahatd, Maalvi Md. 

Abidur Rata Chavdhury, Kkaa Babadar Maalvi. 
Abal Htthim, Maalvi. 

Abal Hataln Ah and, Mr. 

Ahmad All Mridha, MaalvL 
Ahmad Hataln, Mr. 

AalM H attain Khan, Khan Bahadur Maalvi. 
Baaarjaa, Dr. Saratk Ckaadra. 

Chattapadhyay, Mr. Haripada. 

Dm, Baka Radhanatk. 

Datta, Mr. Okiraadra Nath. 

Dalai, Mr. HartRdra Natk. 

Datta, Mr. takamar. 

Farhad Rata Cbtwdhary, Mr. M. 

F axial Qaadir, Kkaa Bahadar Maalvi. 

Faster Rahmaa, Mr. (Oatca). 

Faster Rahmaa, Mr. (Mymaatia|b). 


NOES 

Akdal Nats, Mr. Mia. 

Akdal Hakaam, Mr. (Kbalaa). 

Akdal Naklm, Maalvi (Mymamtegb). 

Akdal HamM Ifcafc, Maalvi 
Akdal Radar, Mr. (alias Lai Hath). 

Akdal Wafcah Kkaa, Mr. 

A Mar Raaf, Kkaa Bahadar that (Raagpar), 

Akdar Ranafe, MaalvL 


Hafltuddln Choudhurl, Maulvi. 

Hamlduddin Ahmad, Khan lahtb. 

Jalaluddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. 
dalan, Mr. I. D. 

dsiimuddin Ahmtd, Khan Sahib Maulvi. 

Maill, Mr. Nikunja Bsbarl. 

Mai, Mr. Iiwar Chandra. 

Maniruddin Akhand, Maulvi. 

Mohammtd All, Khan Bahadur. 

Muhammad Itrail, Maulvi. 

Muhammad Slddiput, Khan Bahadur Dr. Kyad. 
Mukharji, Mr. Dhirsndra Narayan. 

Mukhtrjaa, Mr. B. 

Mukhtrji, Or. Skarat Chandra. 

Mulilck, Srijut Aihutoih. 

Natarullah, Nawaksada K. 

Naximuddin Kbwaja Sir, K.O.t.E. 

Ray, Mr. Kamalkritkna. 

Ray, Mr. Kiran Sankar. 

Sahtks-Alam, Mr. Syad. 

Salim, Mr. S. A. 

Sanyal, Dr. Naliaaktha. 

Sta-Gapta, Mn. Ntllls. 

Sarajal Itlam, Mr. 

Skabakaddin, Mr. Kh«fl|b, C.B.E. 

Sinka, Srijut Maaindra Bhutan. 

Sakrawardy, Mr. H. S. 

Sur, Mr. Harandra Kumar. 

Yataf All Chaudkury, Mr. 


- 102 . 

AM Hataaia Sarkar, ManhrL 
AMI Fast, Mr. Md. 

Acharyya Chaudkury, Maharaja Stahl Xante, at 
MaktafMka, Mymanaingfc. 

Amkad AH laayatpart, Kknn Bahadur Hasten a. 
Ahmad Kkaa, Mr. Syad. 

Altestddln Akatad, Kkaa Bahadar MaalvL 
AmteaBafc, Kkaa Saktk MaalvL 



Maum>« [13 th Much, 


Amur MM M/m, Mmmtrl Ml. 

Amwmrmt Mm, K*mm BmMmMmr Ml. w 
A«fmudUiu/h mud, Mr. 

Achur All, MaulvL 
Btdrudiujt, Mr. Sybd. 

•inarjM, tha Hun’bk Mr. Pramstba Nath. 
Bantrjl, Mr. latya Prlya. 

Barai All, Mr. Md. 

Barma, Baba Prambari. 

Barma, Mr. PuapaJIt 

Barman, tba Hon'bla Mr. Uptndra Nath. 

Bata, tba Hon’bla Mr. Saatoah Kumar. 
Bhawmik, Or. Qobinda Chandra. 

Biawaa, Baku Lakabmi Narayan. 

Biawaa, Mr. Raaik Lai. 

Biawaa, Mr. lurandra Nath. 

Obakrabarty, Mr. Jatindri Nath. 

Ohakrabarty, Babu Narandra Narayan. 
Chlppandalt, Mr. J. W. 

Daa, Rai lahlb Anukul Chandra. 

Dai, Ral Sahib KlrH Bhutan. 

Daa, Mr. Monmehan. 

Daa Quyta, Babu Khagondra Nath. 

Daa Qupta, Srljut Narandra Nath. 

Dutta Maxumdar, Mr. Niharandu. 

Imdadul Haqus, Kail. 

Pailul Huq, tha Hon’bla Mr. A. K. 

Bhoaa, Mr. Atul Krishna, 

Biaauddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Balam larwar Hasainl, Mr. Shah Syad. 
Baanrami, Mr. Tula! Chandra. 

Orlffltha, Mr. C. 

Quyta, Mr. j. N. 

Qurung, Mr. Dambar Singh. 

Qyaauddln Ahmad Oheudhury, AlhadJ. 

Haaan All Chowdhury, Mr. Syad. 
Maaanuaiaman, Maulvi Md. 

Haaham All Khan, tha Hon’bla Khan Bahadur 
Maulvi. 

Naaina Murahad, Mra., M.B.C. 

Hatamally Jamadar, Khan Sahib Maulvi. 
Handry, Mr. David. 

Idria Ahmad Mia, Maulvi. 

Janab All Majumdar, Maulvi. 


/ Ktxtm All Hint, IrtJteftfB M tjM. 
' A baa, Mr. DaBaadni LilL 
Kumar, Mr. Atul Obandra. 

Kaadu, Mr. Mthltba Nath. 

MePbaraaa, Mr. R. P. 

Majl, Mr. Aduraita Kumar. 

Majumdar, Mra. Hamaprava. 

Mandal, Mr. Amrlta Lai. 

Mandal, Mr. Banku Bahari. 

Mandal, Mr. Birat Chandra. 

Mandal, Mr. degaadra Nath. 

Mandal, Mr. Kritkna Prasad. 

Maniruuaman lalamabadi, Maulana Md. 

Maqbul Hasain, Mr. 

Mehiin, Ali, Mr. Md. 

Maokarjaa, tha Hon’bla Dr. lyamapraaad. 
Maiammal Huq, Maulvi Md. 

Muhammad Afzal, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Syad. 
Muhammad Ibrahim, Maulvi. 

Muhammad Ishaqut, Maulvi. 

Mukharji, Dr. H. C. 

Musharruff Heaaain, Nawab, Khan Bahadur. 
Muitagaursal Haqua, Mr. Syad. 

Pottingar, Mr. Q. U. 

Pramanik, Mr. Tarinicharan. 

Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. M. L. 

Rajibuddin Tarafdar, Maulvi. 

Ramiiuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Roy, Mr. Dhananjoy. 

Roy, Mr. Manmatha Nath. 

Roy, Mr. Patiram. 

Banaullah, Dr. 

Sanyal, Mr. Sasanka Sokhar. 

San, Mr. Atul Chandra. 

8an, Mr. Dhirandra Nath. 

Son, Jogash Chandra, Rai Bahadur. 

Shahadali, Mr. 

Shamsuddin Ahmad, tho Hon’bla Mr. 
Shamiuddin Ahmad Khondkar, Mr. 

Singha, Babu Kihotra Nath. 

Sirdar, Babu Litta Munda. 

Stark, Mr. A. F. 

Waliur, Rahman, Maulvi. 

Yousuf Mirxa. 


The Ayes being 59 and the Noes 102, the motion was lost. 


Mf. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Now 1 shall put the main motion to 
vote. 


Dr. HALINAK8HA 8ANYAL* There is another motion, Sir. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER* There is no time for that. We are 
meeting again in the afternoon. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: It was my motion, Sir, about 
salaries of Ministers and Parliamentary Secretaries, about which you 
said you have made a slight mollification with regard to the first part. 



DEMAND FOB GRANT. 


•287 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Is jt possible, Sir, for a 
motion to lapse without putting it to vote v The out motions lime been 
formally moved. We van jro on for another 10 minutes, but they must 
be put to vote. You cannot apply the p-uillotiue in this way. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: 1 am putting Dr. Sanval's motion to 
vote. 

The motion of Dr Nnlinakslia San\a1 that the rlemaiul of 
1 ,*.>7,42,000 for expenditure under the head (ienernl Adminis- 

trat imi (reneral Administration” he i educed h\ IN. UK) was then put 

and a division taken with the following result: — 


AMul Axis, Maulana Md. 

Abdul Hafli, Mr. Mina. 

Abdul Hakim Vlkrampurl, Maulvi Md. 

Abdul Hamid, Mr. A. M. 

Abdul Karim, Mr. 

Abdul Lain Biiwai, Maulvi. 

Abdul Majid, Mr. Syad (Noakball). 

Abdul Motatob Malik, Dr. 

Abdulla'Al Mahmood, Mr. 

Abdur Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. f. M. 

Abdur Rahman Siddifi, Mr. 

Abdur Raichid Mahmood, Mr. 

Ahdur Rothood, Maulvi Md. 

Abdui Shahood, Maulvi Md. 

Ahidur Rosa Chovdhury, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. 
Ahul Hathim, Maulvi. 

Ahul Hotalii Ahmod, Mr. 

Ah mud Ail Mirdha, Maulvi. 

Ahmod Hoiain, Mr. 

Aulad Hoitaia Khan, Khaa Bahadur Maulvi. 
Baaorjoo, Dr. turoih Chandra. 

Cbattopodhyay, Mr. Haripodo. 

Dna, Babu Radhaath. 

Datta, Mr. Dbirondra Ratb. 

Dalai, Mr. Harundra Rath. 

Datta, Mr. Ukumar. 

Farhad Rasa Cbowdbury, Mr. M. 

Faslal Quad ir, Khaa Bahadar MauHrL 
Faxlur Rahman, Mr. (Dacca). 

Faslar Rahman, Mr. (Mya*aiia|b). 


AYES— $0. 

HaRruddln Ohoudhury, Maulvi. 

Hamiduddin Ahmad, Khan lohib. 

Jalaluddln Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. 
Jalan, Mr. I. D. 

daiimuddin Ahmud, Khan lahib Maulvi. 

Main, Mr. Nlkunja Bobarl. 

Mai, Mr. Iiwar Chandra. 

Maniroddin Akhand, Maulvi. 

Mohammad All, Khan Bahadur. 

Muhammad liratl, Maulvi. 

Muhammad Siddl'ut, Khan Bahadur Dr. lyod. 
Muku r |l, Mr. Dhirtndra Narayan. 

Mukharjta, Mr. B. 

Mukharji, Dr. Sarat Chandra. 

Mullick, Srijut Aihutoih. 

Nauru Hah, Navabsada K. 

Nasimuddln Khvaja lir, X. C. I. I. 

Ray, Mr. Kamalkrithna. 

Roy, Mr. Klron lonkor, 

•a ha ha- Atom. Mr. tyad. 
lalim, Mr. I, A. 

•aayai, Dr. Naiioakiba. 
taa-Qopta, Mr*. Nalltu. 
tcrajul lalam, Mr. 

Ibababuddla, Mr. Kbwajp, C. B. F. 

I in ha, Irljut Manindra Bbuaan. 

Sahrawardy. Mr. H. I. 
tor, Mr. Harondro Kumar. 

Tamijoddia Khan, Mr. 

Yuwf Aji Chaudbory, Mr. 


Abdul Hals, Mr. Mia. 

Abdul Hakacm, Mr. (Kbntna). 

Abdul Hakim, Mwlvi (Mymtttlag b). 

Abdul HamM Ibab, MautvL 
Abdul Kador, Mr. (alia* Lai Moab). 

Abdul Wubab Kban, Mr. 

Abdul Wabod, MautvL 

Abdur Rauf, Kli> Bnbndur Ibab <Raa*pur). 
Abdur Ratsak, Maulvi. 

Abu Kuaauia tartar, Maulvi. 

Abut rail, Mr. Md. 

Acbaryya Cboudhory, Mabaroja laaM. Kanta, 
Muktafacha, Myman rt nt*- 
Abamd AN faayttpuri, Kkau Bnbndur Maulana. 
Abmod, Kban, Mr. lyod. 


NOES 102. 

Ailasnddin Ahmed, Kban, Babadnr Maulvi. 
Aminullab, Khan lablb Mnuhri. 

Amir All Mia, Maulvi Md. 

Anvar* I Alim Kban Bahadur Md. 

Alima ddlo Abmod, Mr. 

Askar All, Maulvi. 

Bndruddoja, Mr. lyod. 

Banorjoo, tbo Rou ble Mr. Pramntbn Ratb. 
tarwrji, Mr. latya Frtya. 

Barat AH, Mr. Md. 

Burma, tabu Prtmbnrt. 

Burma, Mr. Anapa!**' 

Bnrmna, tbo Non'bto Mr. tfpoudra Ratb. 
Bum, tbo Itua'bto Mr. Snatuab Koamr. 
Bbnnmlfc, Dr. Da bt nda Chandra. 


at 
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ktewai, Buhu Lukxbml Ntrcysu. 

Btiwaz, Mr. Raiik Lai. * 

Bkwaa, Mri lurudra Nath. 

Ohakraharty, Mr. Jatlndra Nath. 

Ohakraharty, Baba Narudru Naray an. 
Ohlppaitdala, Mr. 4 . W. 

Dai, Rai lahib Aaukul Chandra. 

Dai, Ral lahib Kirlt Bhutan. 

Dai, Mr. Moumahaa. 

Dai Bupta, Baku Khafandra Nath. 

Dai Bupta, Irljut Naraadra Nath. 

Datta Maxamdar, Mr. Nlharanda. 

Cdbar, Mr. Upandranath. 

Rmdadal Ha^aa, Kail. 

raxlal Ha*, tha Han'bla Mr. A. K. 

flkaia, Mr. Atul Krlihna. 

Blaiaddln Ahmad, Mr. 

Belam larwar Hoiaini, Mr. Ihah 8yad. 
Baiarami, Mr. Tulii Chandra. 

Brlfflthi, Mr. C. 

Bapta, Mr. J. N. 

Barany, Mr. Dambar llnyh. 

Byaiuddln Ahmad Choudhury, AlhadJ. 

Natan All Chawdhury, Mr. 8yad. 
Haianaztaman, Maalvi Md. 

Hathtm All Khan, Thi Han'bla Khan Bahadur 
Maalvi. 

Nailna Munhad, Mn. M. B. E. 

Hat a mally Jamadar, Khan Sahib Maulvi. 

Idrla Ahmad Mia, Maulvi. 

Janab All Mafumdar, Maulvi. 

Kaxam All Mina, Sahlbzada Kawan Jah Syad. 
Khan, Mr. Dabandra Lall. 

Kumar, Mr. Atul Chandra. 

Kundu, Mr. Niihitha Nath. 

MaPharaan, Mr. Q. P. 

Ma|i, Mr. Adwaita Kumar. 


Ma|«Md«r, Mn. Mamaprnva. 

Mandat, Mr. Amrttu Lall. 

Mandal, Mr. Buka Bthari. 

Mandal, Mr. Birat Ohudra. 

Mandal, Mr. Jufaadra Nath. 

Mudal, Mr. Kriahna Praaad. 

Maniraxxamaa lilamabadi, Maulaaa Md. 

Maqbul Net ala, Mr. 

Mahaln All, Mr. Md. 

Maakar|aa, Tha Han’bla Dr. lyamapraiad. 

Mai am ma I Huq, Maulvi Md. 

Muhammad Atzal , Khan Bahadur Mulvi Syad. 
Muhammad Ibrahim, Mulvi. 

Muhammad lihapua Maulvi. 

Mukharjt, Dr. H. C. 

Musharraf? Hottain, Nawab, Khan Bahadur. 
Muitay awul Naqua, Mr. Syad. 

Pramanik, Mr. Tarinirharan. 

Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. M. L 
Rajibuddin Taratdar, Maulvi. 

Ramlzuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Dhananjoy. 

Ray, Mr. Manmatha Nath. 

Ray, Mr. Patiram. 

Sanaullah, Dr. 

Sanyal, Mr. Satanka Sakhar. 

San, Mr. Atul Chandra. 

Ian, Mr. Dhirandra Nath. 

Ian, Jayath Chandra, Rai Bahadur. 

Shahadali, Mr. 

Ihamiuddin Ahmad, tha Hon'bla Mr. 
Ihamtuddin Ahmad, Khondkar, Mr. 

8in|ha, Baku Kihttra Nath. 

Sirdar, Babu Utta Munda. 

Stark, Mr. A. F. 

Waliur Rahman, Maulvi. 

Yousuf Mina. 


The Ayes being' (>() and the Noes 102, the motion was lost. 


The motion of Mr. Abdul Lutif Jliswas that the demand of 
Its. 1 ,27,42, 000 under the head “2f> — General Administration — General 
Administration” be reduced by Ks 100 was then put to vote. 


Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: I think that the Noes have it. 

Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Division, Sir 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: I understood that an agreement had 
been arrived at and that there would he no more division. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: On a point of order, Sir. 
W hen u division is called I do not think it right for the Chair to say 
that as an agreement has been eome to, it cannot he allowed. It is 
the right of a member to call for a division. 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAkER: Yes, it is the member’s right, ami if 
Mr. Tamizuddin Khan insists, I shall certainly allow it. 
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Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I insist. Sir. 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: All right. 

The motion of Mnulvi Abdul Latif Biswas that the demand of 
Bs. 1,27,42,000 for expenditure under the head “2f>— (tenoral Adminis- 
tration — -General Administration” he reduced by IN. 1(H) was then put 
again and a division taken with the following result: — 


AYES — 41. 


Abial Azli, Maitlana Mi. 

A kill Ha«i, Mr. Mint. 

A bill Hakim Vikrampari, Maalvi Mi. 

Abial Hamii, Mr. A. M. 

A kin I Karim, Mr. 

AMai Latif Biswas, Maalvi. 

Akinl Majii, Mr. lyai (Naakbili). 

Abial Mataltb Malik, Dr. 

Akialla-al Makmootf, Mr. 

Akiar Rahman, Khan Bahaiar, A. F. M. 

Akiur Rahman lidiiqi, Mr. 

Akiar Raschii Mahmooi, Mr. 

Akiur Raihaai, Maalvi Mi. 

Akiua thahaai, Maalvi Mi. 

Akiiur Raza Chowihury, Khan Bahaiur Maalvi. 
Akal Haihim, Maulvi. 

Attak All, Mr. 

Ahmai All Mriiha, Maulvi. 

Ahmai Hatain, Mr. 

Aulai Haaialn Khan, Khan Bahaiur Maalvi. 
Farhai Rata Chowihury, Mr. M. 


Fatlal Qaaiir, Khan Bahaiar Maalvi. 

Faxlur Rahman, Mr. (Dacca). 

Faxiur Rahman, Mr. (Myntonsinth). 

Haflraiiin Ohouihurl, Maalvi. 

HamMuiiin Ahmai, Khan lahlk. 

Jalaluiiln Ahmai, Khan Bahaiur Maulvi. 
Jaiimuiiin Ahmai, Khan lahlk Maulvi. 
Maniruiiin Akhani, Maalvi. 

Mohammai Ali, Khan Bahaiar. 

Muhammai lirail, Maalvi. 

Muhammai liiiiqua, Khan Bahaiur Dr. lyai. 
Nuarullah, Naarabzaia K. 

Nazlmuidin Khawaja »»r, K.C.I.E. 
Sahabs-Alam, Mr. lyai. 
laltm, Mr. I. A. 
larajal lilam, Mr. 

Ihahahaiiin, Mr. Khwaja, O.B.E. 
luhrawariy, Mr. H. I. 

Tamizaiiin Khan, Mr. 

Yuaul Ali Chauihary, Mr. 


HOES- 97. 


Akial Hallr. Mr. Mia. 

Akial Hakaam, Mr. (Khulna). 

Akial Hakim, Maalvi (Mymamlngh). 

Akial Hamii Shah, Maalvi. 

Akial Kaiar, Mr. (alias Lai Maak). 

Akial Wahak, Khan. Mr. 

Akial Wahai, Maalvi. 

Akiar Raaf, Khaa Bahaiar Ihah (Raagpur). 
Akiar Razzak, Maalvi. 

Aka Hassaia tarkar, Maalvi. 

Akal Fail, Mr. Mi. 

Acharyya Chaalhary, Maharaja laahi Kaata, af 
Muktafacha, Mymaniingh. 

Ahmai Ali Eaayatpari, Khaa Bahaiar Maalaaa. 
Ahmai Khaa, Mr. lyai. 

Amlaallah, Khaa lahlk Maalvi. 

Amir All Mia, Maalvi Mi. 

Aaarara! Azlm, Kbaa Bahaiar Mi. 

Arhar AH, Maalvi. 

BairaMaJa, Mr. lyai. 

Baaarjaa, tha Haa'kM Mr. Pramatha Math. 

Bantrji, Mr. Ia,tya Prfya. 

Marat All, Mr. Mi. 

Bar am. Baba Rrambari. 

Barasa, Mr. FaspaJH. 

Barmaa, tha Haa'Ma Mr. Bpaaira Hath. 

Baaa, tha HaalHa Mr. taataah Kamar. 

Bhawarik, Dr. Baktaia Chandra. 

Bfcwaa, Baku Laktbml Marayaa. 


j Biswas, Mr. Rasik Lai. 

Biswas, Mr. luranira Nath. 

! Chakratartty, Mr. iatialra Nath. 

Chakraharlty, Baku Narsnlra Narayan. 

I Chipyanialt, Mr. J. W. 

Das, Ral Sahib Anakul Chandra. 

| Das, Rai lahib Kirlt Bhasan. 

j Das, Mr, Manmahaa. 

Das fluyta, Baba Kkaganira Nath. 

| Das Onyta, trijut Naranira Nath, 

j Datta Mazamiar, Mr. Nibartnia. 

Eibar, Mr. Upanlranath. 

Emiaial Maqua, Kazf. 

! Failul Haq, tha Haa’bla Mr. A. K. 
fibasa, Mr. Atal Krishna, 
fliasaliia Ahmai, Mr. 

Oalam larwar Hasaini, Mr. Ikak lyai. 
Oaswami, Mr. Talsi Chanira. 

BriMths, Mr. C. 

Bapts, Mr. 4 . N. 

Baruaf, Mr. Damkar lln|h. 

Qyatallin Ahmai Chaaikary, Alhaij. 

Haaaa All Chawihary, Mr. lyai. 
Hasanazzamaa, Maalvi Mi. 

Hasham Ali Khan, tha Haa’Ma Khaa Bahaiar 
Maalvi. 

Hastna Marshal, Mrs. M.B.C. 

Hals malty iamaiar, Khaa SaMb Maalvi. 
lirls Ahmai Mia, Maalvi. 
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Mai All MaJ aartar, Maalvi. 

Kiur All Mlrxa, I 1 MIM 1 Kavaa lal lyH. 
Khan, Mr.^il*«lri Lall. 

Kanar, Mr. Atal Chaatra. 

KaMa, Mr. MiaMtha Nath. 

Maji, Mr. Atfaratta Kanar. 

Majvmaar, Mn. Htnaprava. 

Maalal, Mr. Amrtta Lai. 

Maatfal, Mr. Naaka Baharf. 

Maalal, Mr. Biral Chandra. 

Maalal, Mr.lagvnlra Nath. 

Maalal, Mr. Kriahaa Praaal. 

Maairaxzanaa lalamahali, Maalaaa Md. 
Maghal Haaaln, Mr. 

Mahala All, Mr. Md. 

Maaharjat, tha Hta’bla Or. I jramapraaad. 

Mai am awl Hag, Maalvi Md. 

Mahammad Afial, Khan Bahadnr Maalvi I pad. 
Mahan mad Ibrahim, Maalvi. 

Mahammad lihagaa, Maalvi. 

Makharjl, Or. H. C. 


Maaharraff NaaaaJa, Hawab, Khaa Bahadar. 
Mattagawial Nagaa, Mr. tpad. 

Pramaaik, Mr. Tarlalaharaa. 

Rahman, Khaa Bahadar A. M. L 
Rajihaddia Taratdar, Maalvi. 

Ramisaddia Ahmad, Mr. 

Roy, Mr. Dhaaaajay. 

Ray, Mr. Maanatha Nath. 

Roy, Mr. Patlram. 

•aaaullab, Dr. 

laayai, Mr. taaaakar takhar. 
tan, Mr. Atal Chandra, 
tan, Mr. Dhiraadra Nath. 

Ian, dogaih Chandra, Rai Bahadar. 
Ihahadali, Mr. 

Ihamiaddia Ahmad, tha Haa’bla Mr. 
thamiaddfn Ahmad Khandkar, Mr. 
lintha, Baba Kahetra Nath. 

Sirdar, Baba Lltta Manda. 

Waliar Rahman, Maalvi. 


Tin* Ayes being 41 uml tlu* Noes })7, tin* motion wan lost. 


Tin* motion of Mr. Dliirendra Nath Datta that tin* demand of 
Ks. I ,27, 42, (MM) for expendituie undor flic head “25 - ( reneral 

Administiution —General Adniinistrat ion” lx* reduced In Ks. 100, was 
then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Dliirendra Nath Datta that tlu* demand of 
11s. I ,27,42,001) for expenditure undor tho hoad “25 -General 

Administration— -General Administration" lx* loduood by Ks. 100, was 
t lion put and lost. 

Tho motion of Mr. Abdul Karim that the domain! of Ks, 1 ,27. 42, (MM) 
for expenditure under tho hoad “25 — General Administration — General 
Adminst rat ion" ho reduced by Its. 1(M), was put and lost. 

Tho motion of Maulvi Muhammad Abdur Kasheed that tho demand 
Ks. 1 ,*7,42,000 for expenditure under tin* hoad “25 — Gonoral 

Adminisration — Gonoral Administration" be reduced by Ks. KM), was 
then put and a division taken. 

(During the interval when the division boll was ringing, the follow- 
ing discussion took place.) 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 think. Sir, it is extremely 
unfair at least to me that these divisions are being called and the 
Ilouse is being asked to record their votes although I have not been 
given an opportunity of saying anything on them. I do not think 
any member of the Opposition would attribute any blame to me for 
my inability to explain the position. 

Di*. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir. the Hon’ble the Chief 
Minister cannot make any statement in the midst of a division: if he 
wants to do that, he can do so later on. 



m2.] 


DEMAND FOE jQBANT. 


291 


The Hofi’Me Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ* I am only pointing out 
the difficulty into which I have been put. 

Khawaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: In view of the statement made by 
the Hon’ble the Chief Minister, I suggest that one speech in support 
of a particular motion be made from outside and let the Hon’ble the 
Chief Minister reply to it and then let tile House divide 

The Hon’ble Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: May I uNo point 
out that certain insinuations and libellous statements were made by a 
member of the Opposition and it is only fair that I should have a chance 
to clarity our position — (Tremendous cries from the Opposition benches) 
— It is a most scandalous and mischievous insinuation— (Loud 
noise apt in from the Opposition benches)-— This sort of bowlings will 
never help you in any way. 

Mr* DEPUTY SPEAKER! It it is the intention of the Opposition 
to put all the motions to vote, it will be impossible for me to carry on 
the business of the House within the allotted time I want, fheiefore, 
to know definitely from the Opposition side whether they will put any 
other motion to division. 

Mr. K. NASARULLAH : No, Sir, we will not fake an\ other 
motion to division excepting this one only 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER* 1 he I/cader of the Opposition has 
suggested that there should be one speech b\ the Hon’ble the Chief 
Minister and one from the Opposition side, but it is not possible to do 
so now until I come to the* main demand. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL! ] think that would he the best 
arrangement. 

The motion of Maulvi Md Abdur Kasbeed that the* demand of 
Its. 1 ,27.42. 000 for expenditure* under the* head “2A— Oeneraf 
Administration — tieneral Adminstration” he reduced by Its. 100 wa# 
then put and a division taken with the following result: — 


AYES 41. 


A Mil Axis, Maaliaa Ml. 

A Mai Mats, Mr. Mfrta. 

A Mai Hakiai Vlkraa^arl, MaaHrl M 4. 
AMal HaaiM, Mr. A. M. 

AMal Karlia, Mr. 

AMal Latlf B kwu. Maahrl. 

AMal MaJM, Mr. tya* (Raakfcafi). 

AMal Matalak Malik, Or. 

A Malta* A) Maka»M, Mr. 

AMar Bakina, Kkaa BakaAar A. f. M. 
AMar takauui tMiiai, Mr. 

AMar RaaafcM MakatM, Mr. 


AMar RaikaM, Maahrl M. 

A Mai CfcakaM, Maahrl M 4. 

AM«ar Rata ehawMary, Kkaa lakaiar Maalvl. 
Aka I Haafclai, Maatvl. 

Akal Ha tala AkaiM, Mr. 

Attal All, Mr. 

AkaM AH MrMfca, Maahrl. 

AkaH Haaaia, Mr, 

AalM Raatafa Kkaa, Kkaa BakaAar MaatvL 
rarkM Bata Bkavikanr, Mr. M. 
fatlal QaaMr, Kkaa Bakaiar Maalvl. 
faala r ftakwaa, Mr. (ft «aaa). 
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Mu t Rabaua, Mr. (Mymauslngb). 
ffafltaddia Cbundburi, Maulvi. 

NinMiMi* Ak«M, Kbii Itbik. 
JUHvMii'Aknil, Kkaa lihiiir Maulvi. 
Maniruddln Akhand, Maulvi. 

Muhammad All, Khan Bahadur. 

Muhammad lirall, Maalvi. 

Muhammad Siddlpua, Kkaa Bahadur Dr. lya 4. 
Masarullah, Nawabzada K. 


[13th Match, 

Raximuddia Kkvaja Ik, K.OJ.I. 

Sahohu-Alam, Mr. lyM. 

•aliai, Mr. I. A. 

•trajal Islam, Mr. 

Skakabuddla, Mr. Khuraja, C.B.E. 

Suhrawardy, Mr. H. I. 

Tamizuddia Kkaa, Mr. 

Yaiaf All Cbtudbury, Mr. 


NOES — 95. 


Abdul Hail, Mr. Mia. 

AMal Hakaum, Mr. (Kkalaa). 

AMul Hakim, Maalvi (Myrnaatlngh). 

AMul Hamid Shah, Maalvi. 

Akdul Kadur, Mr. (alias Lai Moah). 

Abdul Wahab Kkan, Mr. 

AMul Wahad, Maalvi. 

Abdur Rauf, Kkan Bahadur Shah (Rangpur). 

Abdur Razzak, Maulvi. 

Aba Hossaln larkar, Maalvi. 

Abul rail, Mr. Md. 

Aaharyya Choudhury, Makarala laihl Kanta, al 
Muktagacha, Mymanslngh. 

Ahmad All Enayotpurl, Khan Bahadur Maulana. 
Akmad Khan, Mr. lyad. 

Altazuddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. 

Amir Ali Mia, Maulvi Md. 

Anvarul Azim, Khan Bahadur Md. 

Azhar, Ali, Maulvi. 

Badruddaja, Mr. lyad. 

Saaarjaa, tha Han'bla Mr. Pramatha Nath, 
ftaaarjl, Mr. Satya Priya. 

Marat All, Mr. Md. 

Marma, Baku PrtmharL 
Burma, Mr. Puspajit. 

Barman, tha Hon'bla Mr. Upandra Nath. 

Baau, tha Han'bla Mr. Santeah Kumar. 

Bkavmlk, Dr. flobinda Chandra. 

Blavas, Baku Lakahmi Narayan. 

Biswas, Mr. Raaik Lai. 

Biswas, Mr. lurandra Nath. 

Bhakrabarty, Baku Narandra Narayan. 

Ohlppandala, Mr. J. W. 

Dai, Ral Sahib Anukul Chandra. 

Daa, Ral Sahib Klrit Bhuian. 

Daa, Mr. Manmahan. 

Daa Bapta, Baku Khagandra Nath. 

Oaa fiupta, Srijut Narandra Nath. 

Dutta Maaumdar, Mr. Niharandu. 

Kmdadul Hapua, KazL 

Pailul Hug, tha Han'bla Mr. A. K. 

Bbasa, Mr. Atul Krishna. 

Biasuddln Akmad, Mr. 

•rtffttba, Mr. 0. 

Gupta, Mr. 4. N. 

Gyatuddin Akmad Chuwdhary, AlkadJ. 

Haaaa All Ohawdhury, Mr. lyad. 

Maaaaaazaman, Maulvi Md, 

Mssham Ali Kkaa, tka Han'bla Kkaa Bahadur 
MaalvL 


Haalna Murikad, Mrt. .M.B.E. 

Hatamally Jamadar, Kkaa Sahib Maalvi. 

Idrit Ahmad Mia, Maalvi. 
danab All Majumdar, Maulvi. 

Kaiam Ali Mtrza, Sahibzada Kauraa dak lyad. 
Kumar, Mr. Atul Chandra. 

Kundu, Mr. Nishitha Nath. 

Mcphtrsen, Mr. G. P. 

Maji, Mr. Adwalta Kumar. 

Ma|umdar, Mn. Htmaprova. 

Mandal, Mr. Amrita Lai. 

Mandal, Mr. Banku Bahari. 

Mandal, Mr. Bint Chandra. 

Mandal, Mr. dogandra Nath. 

Mandal, Mr. Ki|»hna Prasad. 

Maniruzzaman Ulamabadi, Maluana Md. 
Mapbul Hussain, Mr. 

Mohlin Ali, Mr. Md. 

Mookarjsa, Tha Hon’bla Dr. gyamaprasad. 
Mozammsl Hup, Maulvi Md. 

Muhammad Afial, Khan Bahadur Maulvi lyad. 
Muhammad Ibrahim, Maulvi. 

Muhammad iskapua, Maulvi. 

Mukkarji, Dr. H. C. 

Muiharruff Hossain, Nawab.Kkan Bahadur. 
Mustagaiwal Hapua, Mr. lyad. 

Pnmanik, Mr. Tarjnicharan. 

Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. M. L. 

Rajibuddln Taratdar, Maulvi. 

Ramizuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Roy, Mr. Charu Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. Dhananjay. 

Roy, Mr. Manmatha Nath. 

Roy, Mr. Patiram. 

Saaaullab, Dr. 

lanyal, Mr. Sasanka Sakhar. 

Son, Mr. Atul Chandra. 

San, Mr. Dfciraadra Nath. 

San, dogash Chandra, Ral Bahadur. 

Skabadali, Mr. 

Ihamsuddia Ahmad, tka Han'bla Mr. 
Shamsuddin*AhRMd Kfcaadkar, Mr. 

Siagha, Baku Kikrtra Nath. 

Sirdar, Baba Lifts Hands. 

Stark, Mr. A. P. 

Waliur Rahman, Maulvi. 

Yusuf Mina. 


The Ayes being 41 and the Noes 95 the motion was lost. 
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The motion of Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali that the demand of 
Rs. 1,27,42,000 for expenditure under the head “25 — General 

Administration — General Administration” he redueed by Its. lft> was 
then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Fazlur Rahman that the demand of 

Its. 1 ,27,42,000 for expenditure under the head “25-- General 

Administration — General Administration” he redueed hv Ks. 100 was 
then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Sihnath Banerjee that the demand of 

Its. 1,27,42.000 for expenditure under the head “25- General 

Administration — General Administration” he redueed by Its. 100 a as 
then put and lost. 

The motion ot Rui Sahib Anukul Chandra Das that the demand of 
Its 1.27. 42, 000 tor expenditure undo! the head “25 General 

Administration — General Administration” he redueed by Ks. 100 \sas 
then put and lo->t 

The motion ot Dr Nalinaksha Sanya) that the demand of 

Its 1.27.42.000 foi expenditure under the head “25- General 

Administration - General Administration” he reduced hv Ks. 100 was 
then put and lost 

The motion of Dr Nalinaksha Sanya 1 that the demand of 

I Is. 1.27,42,000 for expenditure under the head “25- General 

Administration — General Administration" he redueed by Its, 100 was 
then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. A. M. Abdul Hamid that the demand of 
11s. 1.27.42,000 for expenditure under the head “25 General 

Administration — General Administration" be reduced b\ Its, 72,000 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of the flon’hle Mr. A K. Fasclul Hmj that a sum of 
It-S . 1,27.42.000 be granted tor expenditure under the head “25 -General 
Administration — General Administration” was then put and agreed to. 

The House was then adjourned at 12-10 p.m. till ‘{-00 p.m. 


Afternoon session. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Friday, 
the 15th Marcli, 1942, at ‘{-50 p.m. 

Mr. Speaker (the Ifon’ble Sir Mi iumjMd AzJzn, H \Qt'E, cm.e., 
Khan Bahadur) in the Chair. 

Mr. SPEAKER. Mr. Roy, I understand that there has been an 
arrangement that this debate might close at about 4-30. 
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SM 

Mr* KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: We have no objection. 

Mri FAZLUL RAHMAN (Dacca): The debate may be closed at 
5 o’clock, I submit, Sir. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I want to keep half an hour margin. 

Mr. YOUSUF MIRZA: Sir, 1 consulted the Leader of the Opposi- 
tion and he has agreed to that. 

Non-official Resolution. 

Mr. 8ATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: Mr. Speaker, if I beg to move 
the resolution that stands in my name, viz., this Assembly is of 
opinion that persons convicted or detained by orders of the Government 
of Bengal under the Defence of India Act and ltules flamed there- 
under be immediately and uncondit mnally released. I do -o not to 
embarrass tb(* present Ministry but to strengthen its hand in its 
attempt, sincere attempt, at securing the lelease of the Defence of 
India Rules detenus and prisoners. Sir, we should never lorget that 
the present Ministry has inherited an ignoble legacy from the past 
one and it will take some time before the debris of the acts of omission 
and commission can be cleared away by the present one, it will take 
some time before the wrong done by the ex-Home Minister. Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin, to whom unfortunately man existed for Government, 
can be undone, it will take some time before the way can be paved 
for creating an atmosphere in which his unfortunate successor the 
lion 'hie Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq may demonstrate as he sincerely and 
earnestly intends to do, that Government exists for man, ii will take 
some time before the Dou ble the Home Minister with a heart can 
show his anxiety for the protection of the fundamental lights ot the 
people which was so mercilessly trampled under foot by the ex-Home 
Minister Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin who has only a cavity full ot fat 
without any heart in it. 

Sir, if there is any question more than any other which is agitating 
the mind of (he people of the country, it is the subject-matter of the 
present resolution, if there is one thing more than any other which 
demands the immediate attention of the Government and which brooks 
no further delay, it is again the subject-matter of*the resolution 
before us. 

Sir, while moving this resolution I take my stand on the teachings 
of political philosophy, utterances of great statesmen, lessons of British 
Constitutional history, I take my stand on the attitude of the Congress 
since 1897 — the attitude of the Krishak-Proja Party in their election 
manifesto of 1936 — the attitude of the Arad Muslim Board in their 
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recent sittings at Delhi, the attitude of the Hindu Mahasabha which 
is presided over by Mr. Savarkar — the man who suffered most from 
deprivation of civil liberty, 1 take my stand on justice, statesmanship 
and even upon that ill-omened word “expediency”, and finally, I tuke 
my stand on the exigencies of the present war situation. 

Sir, political philosophy teaches u> that Government exists for man 
ami not man for Government and Governments are constituted to 
secure the inalienable and inviolable fundamental rights of man, rights 
which have been acknowledged as such all t he woild over, rights which 
have been incorporated in the written constitutions of some country - 
but, alas! which have found no place in the Government of India 
Act of 10J’> — and which haw* been leeogmsed as such in others having 
unwritten constitutions, namely, right to life, liberty, property, 
security, pursuit of happiness and right to resist oppression and when 
any Government becomes destructive of the ends for which it was 
established, it is the right of the people to alter or abolish it and to 
institute a new Government in this stead. Locke -one of the greatest 
of English political philosophers says in his classic work on Govern- 
ment “The community perpetually retains a supreme power of saving 
themselves horn t ho attempts and designs of any body, even of their 
legislators, whenever they shall he so foolish or so wicked as to lay 
and carry on designs against the liberties and properties of the 
subject”. Abraham Lincoln, one of the greatest of American Presi- 
dents, who belongs to the woild and, therefore, belongs to India, 
said m his inaugural piesidential address “This country with its 
institutions belongs to the people who inhabit it. Whenever they 
shall grow weary of the existing Government they can exercise their 
constitutional right of amending it, or their revolutionary right to 
d ism cm bei or owrthiow it”. Jennings a gieat Lngiish constitu- 
tional write! — in his very recent book “Parliament writes: “British 
constitutional fusion is a story of resistance to oppression, often 
temporarily, unsuccessful but ultimately resulting in its abolition. 
Magna Caita. the Petition of rights, the Act of Settlement, the If aliens 
Corpus Acts hear witness to the legal devices that have been made to 
destroy oppression and maintain freedom”. 

Let me. Sir, descend from the heights of political philosophy and 
come nearer home. To us of the Congress the problem of release of 
the political prisoners detained without trial has been a perennial one. 
Ever since the arrest and deportation of Natu brothers of Poona in 
1807 Congress has raised its most emphatic voice in no uncertain terms 
against tlie wanton application of these lawless laws, as the Defence 
of India Act and other similar law's undoubtedly are, whenever circum- 
stances demanded it. Sir, I will not take up the time of the House 
by following chronologically the views of the Congress regarding this 
all-important matter. 
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I will come direct to the election manifesto of 193€. There it is 
laid down: “The Congress representatives in the Legislature will work 
for the establishment of civil liberty and for the release of political 
prisoners and detenus”. The Krishak-Proja Party also in their election 
manifesto of the same year demanded the unconditional release of the 
detenus and political prisoners. It is only the other day that the 
Azad Muslim Board passed a similar resolution. The Hindu Mulia- 
sabha also has followed the footsteps of the Congress in demanding the 
release of the political prisoners. Thus, Sir, I am happy to be able to 
state that the main parties constituting the Progressive Coalition 
Party have all demanded the release of the political prisoners. 

Sir, I will be doing injustice to myself and my comrades who are 
the victims of the Defence of India Rules if I do not refer to the 
opinion of one of the sublimest spirits that ever graced the ranks of 
humanity — I mean the opinion of Rabindra Nath Tagore, whose voice 
has been at this critical juncture of the nation’s history hushed in 
silence for ever but who will go down to posteritv as a poet of 
patriotism, prophet ot nationalism, philosopher of internationalism, 
sentinel of justice and a lover of humanity. He said in PJlo with 
regard to the Defence of India Act of that \ ear : “I am convinced that 
some of the noblest of our men have fallen victims to these rules only 
because they made themselves too conspicuous b\ their self-imposed 
mission of beneficence. I cannot but decn such a policy in the name 
of humanity and in the hope that such a policy, if against the traditions 
of British justice, l may move those in authority to come to the 
rescue even at the risk of prestige”. 

Let me, Sir, now deal with the Defence of India. Sir, it i> as a 
result of the present war that the Defence of India Act has been 
enacted — it is an emergency measure for securing Defence of British 
India, public safety, the maintenance of public order, the efficient 
prosecution of war or for maintaining supplies and services essential 
to the life of the community. 1 do not deny that war is an extra- 
ordinary event and gives rise to extraordinary situation which ma\ 
require extraordinary measures; hut, Sir, in a matter affecting the 
civil liberties of the people — their happiness, their attitude towards the 
Government and the future relations between the Government and the 
governed, I cannot bring myself to believe that an executive otticer, 
however highly placed he may be, should be armed with dangerous 
power shutting up respectable persons somewhere in some remote 
jails. Law which under all circumstances ought to be the security of 
the people, the guard which prevents the rulers from becoming tyrants, 
law which ought to be based upon justice, the object of which is to 
serve and secure that justice on which the stability of the society 
depends has been, Sir, under the provisions of Defence of India Act 
and Rules, a negation of that law which governs all laws, viz., the 
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law of humanity, justice and equity, and has become an instrument of 
oppression of the people, repression of their lawful activities and .sup- 
pression of their civil liberties. Sir, what has been the offence of 
those persons who have been detained without trial? Certuinly they 
have not committed any offence for which they might have been tried 
in a Court of law. Is this their offence that they belong to that rare 
class of humanity of whom the poet has sung: T \5 

Is this their offence that they are those rare specimens oi humanity 
who can with their heads erect proclaim “(live me liberty or give 
me death”? Is this their offence that they wish for nothing but to 
breathe in this land of ours, in common with their fellow-countrymen 
the air of liberty ? Is this their offence that they have no am hit ion 
unless it be the ambition to break the chain of slavery and contemplate 
the glories of freedom? Is this their offence that they refuse to be 
satisfied so long as the meanest cottager in India had a link of the 
British chain clanking to his rags — he may be naked but shall not 
be in chains? Is this their offence that they are detennined not to 
tolerate a power which has blasted the country of their birth for well 
nigh two centuries —a power which controls the destiny of their mother- 
land from beyond the seas, a power which has shattered I heir looms, 
banished their manufactures and stopped the growth of the people, a 
power yvhich has deliberately disarmed and emasculated the 
people thus making them an easy prey to fore inn aggression, a 
power which even today is playing with the lives of the millions of 
our country men. a power which has sacrificed the happiness of the 
millions in India to bloat the pockets of a few capitalists at home, 
a power which even now refuses to part with power on the spacious 
[ilea that Siam and Denmark had power but were overrun by the 
enemies ? 

I have no doubt, Sii our Ministers feel as stiongh and as intensely 
for the freedom of their country as their unfortunate fellow-country- 
men who are in detention and they are as anxious as myself for their 
immediate and unconditional release. But it is said the Government 
of India Act stands in their way. Let me, Sir, examine the consti- 
tutional position in the matter. There is no vestige of foundation for 
the assertion that the Governor is entitled under the Act at his pleasure 
to intervene at random in the administration of the province, in the 
sphere of special responsibilities laid down in section 52 of the Act, 
the Governor will at all times be concerned to carry his Ministers 
with him; while in other respects in the field of Ministerial respon- 
sibilities it is mandatory on a Governor to be guided by the advice of 
his Ministers. If within the limited sphere of special responsibilities 
the Governor is unable to accept the advice of his Ministers the respon- 
sibility for the decision will be his and his alone. In that event the 
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Ministers bear no responsibility for the decision and are entitled, if 
they so desire, publicly to state that they take no responsibility for 
4;hat decision or even that they have advised the Governor in an 
opposite sense. This being so, the Ministers are within their right 
to advise the Governor to release the persons mentioned in the resolu- 
tion and if the Governor does not act up to the advice so tendered it is 
within their right, it is their duty to state their position publicly so 
that the people may be in a position to know the true state of affairs 
and not misjudge them regarding their attitude to this burning ques- 
tion of the day. Sir, in this connection I would like to make a fervent 
appeal to His Excellency the Governor to rise equal to the occasion, to 
rise to the stature of true British statemanship and to act in the spirit 
of the Koval Proclamation of lfflff wherein it was laid down: “A 

new era is opening 1 desire my Viceroy to extend royal 

clemency to persons wdio for offences against the State or under any 
special or emergency legislation are suffering imprisonment or restric- 
tion on their liberty. M 

1 would, Sir, also like to recall to ills Excellency \s mind that 
scene in the British Cabinet so artistically described by Mr. Gardiner, 
the well-known journalist, when Campbell Bannerman who is known 
to India and Indians for his classic phrase “Good government is no 
substitute for self-government" carried ins bold policy of granting 
constitutional government to the conquered states of South Africa. 
There had been many objections, hesitations, difficulties postulated. 
The edd man rose and in a speech of only ten minutes' duration swept 
all before him by a fervour and nobilitv that made all objections mean 
and vain. It was the soul of freedom that spoke then Let. Sir, the 
soul of freedom speak through Ilis Excellency now, let him sing the 
song of liberty now. 

Sir, the members of the civil service have also a duty to perform 
in the matter of civil liberty. The members of the civil service here 
as also in England where at long long past as if by way of expiating 
the sins of the past they have formed themselves into a branch of the 
national civil liberties union are notorious for their aloofness from 
the life of the ordinary people whereas it is highly desirable, in the 
words of Professor Keith, that “the defence of liberty should be taken 
up with energy and conviction by those in the civil services w’ho are 
believers in the essential value of civil liberty” and in the words of 
Professor Barker, an attitude of civil servants which is not only one 
of respect for the civil liberty of the public but also one of zeal on 
behalf of those liberties is an attitude we may all desire to seek and 
encourage — will it be in vain in this unfortunte land of our birth? 

Sir, we have been told that a committee will be set up by the 
Government to examine the cases of security prisoners. We have 
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come to learn this morning from the Hon’ble the Finance Minister 
that this committee which ought to have been on the suggestion of 
the Government of India set up long ago was turned down fcft* the 
ex-Home Minister, Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin, whose advocacy this morn- 
ing for civil liberties of the people was even u sight for the gods to 
see. Sir, the value of such a Committee will depend upon its terms 
of reference, its personnel and on the opportunity afforded to the 
prisoners to place their case before them and to cross-examine their 
accuser. The committee, Sir, will be able to do very little justice on 
the dead records supplied to it In the Special and Intelligence branches 
unless opportunities are offered to the accused to test the truth of 
these dead records. Let me, Sir, in this connection cite the historical 
case of Mr. Parnell, an outstanding figure in the history of the Irish 
freedom movement. Sir, Parnell was accused of taking part in the 
Irish revolutionary movement and a commission was appointed to 
enquire into tile truth or falsity of those charges. Sir Charles ltussel, 
afterwards Lord Chief Justice of England, conducted the case on behalf 
of Parnell. Everybody thought that Parnell was implicated in the 
Irish revolutionary movement. The principal witness was Mr. Piggot. 
The cross-examination by Sir Charles Russel was so crushing that the 
truth came to light — Parnell was declared innocent by the whole 
world. Piggot had to fly away to Spain to avoid prosecution for 
perjury and at last committed suicide. Sir, what was true in the case 
of Parnell is certainly true of my leader, Sri jut Sarat Chandra Hose, 
who as the creator of the present Ministry will go down to posterity 
as the^creator of a new Rengal ami whose achievement in this regard 
will constitute a glorious and unforgettable matter in the history of 
the constitutional fight for freedom of the country hut u victim none- 
theless of the Defence of India Rules, and of the security prisoners, the 
subject-matter of live debate 

Sir, we are on the threshold of a new era. Independence is in our 
grip, if only we stand united. Sir Stafford Tripps is being sent to 
India to examine, I was going to say, insult us by coming to examine 
whether we deserve it or not I do not anticipate whether he will 
tighten or loosen our grip. Put let it not he said by tin* future his- 
torian that we failed to release the valient fighters for freedom when 
the call for freedom demanded their release, - let it not he said by the 
future historian that when the land they live in was threatened by 
danger of foreign aggression, the men who count, the men who are 
the most fitted to defend the country were allowed to rot in jails and 
detention camps because they had no control over the destiny of the 
land they live in. 

With these words, Sir, I commend my resolution to the acceptance 

of the House. 
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Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, this afternoon is meant for non- 
officia] business and it was arranged to hold the meeting this afternoon 
at thj special request of the Opposition and only 1 \ hours’ time has been 
given to this non-official business. It appears that in the non-official 
business of today the Opposition would not get any chance at all 
which, 1 submit, would be a great injustice to us in the Opposition. I 
hope you will close the debate on the present resolution as early as 
possible so that our resolution may be then taken up. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I will consider the matter after the speech of 
Mr. Wordsworth. 


Mr. W. C. WORDSWORTH: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am charged to 
put before the House the view of this group and 1 am instructed to 
put it briefly, courteously and clearly, so clearly that" no doubt can 
remain in any mind of what we feel, for this is a matter of vital 
importance and also it is a delicate matter m which few men speak 
with any eagerness. And it is necessary that when we speak we 
should put things as clearly as we can. What I have to say is that 
to this group Mr. Bunerjee’s resolution is untimely and dangerous, 
dangerous especially because it is untimely, — 1 speak of his resolu- 
tion as it is, not as it may be modified by any changes or additions or 
subtractions that may be suggested during the course of the debate: 
1 take the resolution as it is and without reference to anything that 
I may have heard about it. What the resolution contemplates as put 
before us is the immediate and unconditional release of certain prisoners 
that are ordinarily called security prisoners. Happily conditions and 
developments have put an end, we hope, to one distressing feature of 
our recent life. It has been found possible to release all Satyagraha 
prisoners and all otherB in detention under certain other categories. 1 
think all such prisoners have been released except those who have 
been engaged or who have been found to be engaged in activities 
that would be subversive of an established Government or in activities 
likely to assist our, that is, the common enemy. In the circumstances 
in which we are, these two separate activities are two aspects of the 
same purpose. No one, I am sure, wishes to see kept in custody any 
man, young or old, whose offence or indiscretion is of a kind that may 
safely be overlooked in this crisis in our national life. Our one ques- 
tion should be what is necessary at present for the common welfare, 
that is, common security. So far as w T e know, these special prisoners 
are men whose detention has been found necessary because of activities 
that menace the common safety 


Rti HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Not proved activities. 
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Mr. W. C. WORDSWORTH: The Government of India with the 
enemy at the door cannot afford to have their attention to be taken 
up and their knowledge by men whose purposes or the consequences of 
whose actions will be the weakening of Government and the impairment 
of its will and efficiency. It is hard enough that a Government should 
at a time like this be afflicted by interests which for reasons of their 
own are lukewarm in their support for the country's efforts for defence. 
If a Government deliberately committed the common danger by releas- 
ing men who are known to be sympathetic and active against their 
country’s defence efforts, it would, in our opinion, be guilty ot levity. 
I say this subject to one reservation and qualification ; are all these 
prisoners of a dangerous type Y Of that few of us have knowledge. 
One member has just reminded me that we are dealing with hearsay, 
not knowledge. To me, a journalist, occasionally comes a little 
information that would escape if I worked in a different capacity. 
But I put it negatively. I know nothing to suggest that serious mis- 
takes have h£en made in estimating the conduct that we are now 
considering and I know a little to suggest that Government has been 
at times right. I do not pretend to know much. The little knowledge 
I have I had from a very few of these men which does not matter much, 
and what I have said I ha\e said with great caution. In some pro- 
vinces a Tribunal has been set up to examine the cases of similar 
prisoners and I have been told today that that procedure is contem- 
plated in Bengal. What we would say is this. Whatever care is 
possible to see whether any of our Bengal security prisoners are men 
who in this crisis will not use their liberty injuriously to the 
country’s safety should be taken. No one wants to see a man held in 
detention who may safely be let out. When it is safe it is political 
wisdom in this sphere to let bygones he bygones. On the other hand 
not many want to see a man released who may hi* a danger at this 
critical time. If any more investigation is possible Government, we 
suppose, will make it. I do not know* what Government intends. 1 
speak without any knowledge of that and so far as 1 know my group 
has had no conversation with Government on this point. This group 
sets itself firmly against the proposal that by a vote in this House 
Government should be forced to release all the security prisoners 
without conditions. Government’s first duty is for the general security 
that must not be sacrificed to any political consideration. Govern- 
ment must act responsibly and its hands ought not to be forced. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the 
enemy, as everyone knows, is at ihe very gate of Bengal. The problem 
of problems before us now is that of defence. Under “defence” there 
are two categories — military defence and civil defence. Over military 
defence we being a slave race have absolutely no control. So I must 
refrain from making any remark under that head, but over civil defence 
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we have some control and under that head Government oontemplate 
spending about 4 crores of rupees this year. Of course, for us who 
spend annually 14 crores, 4 crores is a big sum, but for defence pur- 
poses this sum is nothing, and it is like a drop of water in the huge 
sea. If you look how this money has been estimated to be spent, you 
will find that the major portion of it would be spent for civil defence 
purposes in Calcutta and in the industrial areas around Calcutta. 
Practically nothing lias been set apart for villages and "those who are 
acquainted with war affairs know very well that when a foreign army — 
an invading army — marches across the country, villages do not suffer 
less than the towns and situated as we are we may fairly expect that 
the enemy will come — if it comes at all — from Burma across Assam or 
Chittagong to Bengal. If that happens, all the villages of Bengal will 
suffer terribly and there is no money to be spent for the defence of the 
villages. The villagers will be outraged, they will be panicky and all 
sorts of repression will be practised on these villagers^ but there is 
none to look after them. There are, of course, the police*, but we know 
that the police force is quite inadequate for the purpose. Then, Sir, 
who is there in the country to look after them and to stand by their 
side? It is only those people who have been either oonvicted and 
kept in jail or made security prisoners and detained in detention camps 
or interned in various places. These are the only men who have all 
along fought for the country and felt tor their country and these are 
the only men whom the people of the country love and these are the 
people who will stand by their side. If these people are now kept inside 
jails or detained inside detention camps, I can tell you that however 
much you may think of the defence of this country, there will be no 
practical defence. 

Sir, in this connection l may mention the case of Burma. We have 
heard from rejmrts of expert military men that there was practically no 
defence of Burma and that was due to wide fifth-column activity and it 
has also been said that the Burmans did not feel at all for defence. 
How win they feel? During the war period Government kept two of 
their Premiers detained, a Home Minister was kept in detention and 
the Mayor of Rangoon was kept in detention. Can anybody think that 
the defence of that country could be carried on under those circum- 
stances? Could there beany enthusiasm in the defence of that country 
after two Premiers, one after another, were kept in detention? 
Certainly not. And similar will be the result of Bengal, I tell you. 
However much you may speok of defence, there will he practically no 
defence until and unless these men, who have been fighting for the 
independence of their country from 1905 and 1906 and who have gone 
to jail not for committing any other criminal offence save and except 
that of struggling for the independence of their oountry, are released. 
If these people are not set at liberty, if these people whom the oountry 
love and in whom people have absolute faith are not set at liberty, 
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however much you may speak of the defence of the country, I can 
assure the House that there would be no defence, and the fhte of 
Bengal, I am sorry to say,* may be like that of Burma. So, if we 
really love our country, if we really think that Bengal should defend 
itself, and if we really* think that Bengal villages should he looked 
after, the only course we can take recourse to is to set them at liberty. 

Mr. Words^rth has suggested that only those people should he set 
at liberty from whom there was mi risk to the security of this country. 
I may tell him and 1 am sure he also feels that from these people there 
can be no risk to the security of this country. It is for the security of 
their country, it is for the independence of their country that they have 
all along been suffering. When their country will be overrun by the 
foreigners, it is these people who will protect their mothers, sisters 
and children. Mr. WonKworth may rest assured that if these people 
remain outside, there would be no danger to the security of their own 
mothers, brothers and sisters. If we are really anxious for the security 
of our motherland, the sooner we release them, the better. 

Sir, with these preliminary remarks, I would also like to sav a few 
words alwiut the men who have been detained or interned so that we 
may remove our doubts or apprehension, if there are any in our mind, 
that if we release them at all, some danger will accrue to our country. 
Sir, those who have been convicted may he classified under different 
categories. Some of 4 he.se people are satyagrahis. I am sorry to say 
that the Ilon’ble Chief Minister a few days ago in a statement before 
this House said that there are no satyagrahis in jail. I am sorry to 
say that that statement is not correct. There are at least «'l wityagrahis, 
if not more, in jail now. Their names are Niren Dutt, Upondra Nath 
Sarker and Priyanath Das. Niren Dutt is in Itajshahi Central .Fail ami 
Upendra Nath Karkcr and Priyanath Das are in Faridpur Jail. 
Upendra offered satyagraha in the district of Faridpur and in the course 
of his offering satyagraha, he wos served with externment order. Of 
course he violated it and was sent to jail and though technically he is 
not a satyagrahi, to all intents and purposes, he is a satyagnihi. 
Priyanath Das is an outright satyagrahi and there can lie no danger 
from him. Mriya Ligam also sent a notice of offering satyagraha and 
after he sent his notice for satyagraha, an extermnent order was served 
on him and of course he disobeyed it .and went to jail. There are 
others who are really satyagrahis and who are really followers of 
Mahatma Gandhi. There are others like him who, are wholly innocent 
and from whom there is no chance of any danger. Such men should 
at once be released. 

Then there are men who have been prosecuted in connection with 
the Independence Day celebration for taking part in the celebration on 
the 26th of January. Asokancinda Bose and Dliirendra Nath Chatterji 
of Bankum were prosecuted. They are Congress workers and have 
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been kept in the Bankura Jail. From Congressmen there is no risk 
of any* danger and, theiefore, such men can be released at once. 

In Birbhum too there are also satyagrahis who have been prosecuted 
in connection with the celebration of Independence Day. One Radha- 
nuth Mandal of Ahmedpur has been arrested and released on bail of 
Rs. 200. I understand that warrant has already been issued against 
two other Congress workers of Birbhum. 

Then there are some other satyagrahis who at the end of their 
imprisonment for ottering satyagrahu have again been arrested. One 
Surendra Mohan (those, the President of the Bengal Provincial Congress 
Party, has been arrested. There is no danger if such men are released. 

1 submit that such men should he released at once. 

Then alxmt the security prisoners I want to say that they are either 
either Congress workers, socialists or communists, have given out and 
convicted people also there are socialists and communists. All of us, 
either Congress workers, socialists or communists, have given out and 
out support to the wur efforts of the Government, and as a matter of 
fact they are holding meetings all over the country. They are passing 
resolutions in meetings also tliat “w r e should support the war effort of 
the Government in every jyossible way”. I, therefore, think, that 
there is no reason why the communists should not be released at once. 
As for the Congress workers, I have already said, there is no chance 
of any danger from them. As for the socialists I want to say that they 
love their country, hut they do not support any terroristic activities. 
So there is no risk of danger from those people either. I, therefore, 
submit tliat all the security prisoners, numbering atiout four to five 
hundred in Bengal, can be released without any fear of danger. 

Then I want to speak a few words about the internees, as I myself 
was an internee up till yesterday. Of course it will sound strange, but 
it is true, that of all persons who suffer most internees come first. I 
will give a brief history. First of all three or four people, after the 
Defence of India Ordinance came into force, were externed from 
Bengal. Then there came a strike of the Calcutta Electric Supply 
Corporation. On behalf of the Company the Agent told the strikers 
that if they went hack to their job, their grievances would be redressed. 
But strange to hear as soon as they went back to Jheir work after three 
or four days, the strikers numbering about 49 or 50 — workers of the 
Calcutta Electric Supply Corporation — were served with externment 
orders. Some of these workers had 30, 35 even 40 years service on 
their record, but by this order they have been deprived of their service. 
I moved several resolutions in this Rouse asking whether any allowance 
will be given to these externed persons. These men have been externed, 
kept a way from their place of occupation and no allowance was given 
to them. We are given to understand that if they are interned in 
their homes, they have got beautiful houses to live in, they have got 
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their food ready. So there is no necessity for giving them any 
allowance. Sir, I know that many of the middle-class people who are 
political leaders do not go to their homes. I know many persons who 
have not gone to their homes for the last 13, 14, or 15 years. As a 
matter of fact, I went home after a very long time. Everybody will 
be in difficulty if he is not granted any allowance. I got an allowance 
of Rs. 150. Therefore, I had no difficulty. Rut I know of many 
peojde against whom internment orders have been passed but no 
allowance has been granted to them. They are simply starving T can 
tell you. There are many such people. 1, therefore, want to draw the 
notice of the present Ministry to such cases and suggest that they should 
go into those cases at once. 1 want to request them, fervently request 
them, to go into the case of workers of the Electric Supply Corporation. 
They were not political agitators. They had no connection with any 
political movement. They went on strike for dearness allowance and as 
a result they were externed for 4 or 5 years A most inhuman treat- 
ment has been meted out to them. 1 fervently request the present 
Ministry' to go into thos cases. 

I would also like to mention here another case of internment. One 
Pitambar J)as of Midnapore, a devoted khtuh - worker of Rengal, had 
been offering satyagraha for month after month giving notice to 
Government, hut he was noj arrested at that time. As soon as he 
discontinued offering satyagraha, he was served with an internment 
order. He is a &/j/u/i-workcr. He has no connection with violence. 
Those who know him know how non-violent and devoted a follower of 
Gamlhiji he is. Even to such people internment order has been given. 
As I know*, these interned people and security prisoners and others are 
practically all innocent men and if Government go into these cases, I 
am sure, these people will be released without any fear of danger. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: I want to know the nature of the proceedings. 
I understand that it is the desire of the House that we should close the 
debate a little earlier for reasons perfectly known to you. If I can get 
a little time, I wish to speak a few* words to -{lay, because it is very 
difficult for me to come as often as I would like. I understand there 
is another non-official resolution and I do realise that non-official days 
have been so few t hilt, we ought to utilise t lie full time at our disposal. 
I may, therefore, request Government to allow another afternoon for 
the discussion of non-official business, so that it might he possible for 
us to close the debate at 4-30 or 4-35. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Why not b? 


Mr* SPEAKER: I don't mind it. 
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« 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: There are two more speakers on 

our side. 

« 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am at your disposal. If you oontinue till 5-30 
or 0 o’clock, I don’t mind it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: We can dispose of this resolution 
and then stop. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: May T make my position 
clear? After the discussion on this resolution is over, very little time 
will he left for taking up other resolutions. Therefore, it is absolutely 
necessary that at least one more day, I mean afternoon, should be 
given for the discussion of non-official resolution. If necessary, Sir, 
we will give two afternoons. 

Dr. NALIN AK8H A 8ANYAL: In that view we may stop at 4-30 
keeping the voting on this motion held over and the debate may 
continue the next day. 

Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: What I was suggesting about this is 
that we wanted a definite undertaking ^f^om the Government that 
another non-official day would he given. * 

Mr. 8PEAKER. Ill view of the fact that there will be no voting 
to-day, I think it will be possible to close the debate a little earlier 

after one or two members have taken part in it. 

The Hon'ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U : Sir 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: In that case would you kindly 
allow a member from this side of the House to speak? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: In a matter like this I do not want to stand in 

the way of anybody. I shall continue « little more if necessary — say, 
up to 4-30 or even more — but in view of the agrjwnent I think it will 
be possible to adjourn earlier. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: We want to make the position 
clear. On the last occasion we were given to understand that this day 
would be in addition to another non-official day which might be at the 
end of the session. Are we to understand that the extra day that has 
Wen promised just now by the Government will be in addition to the 
day already promised Wfore? 
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Mr. 8PEAKER: The Hon’ble Chief Minister has already made 
that clear. 

Mr. B. MUKHERJEE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, cTO (Wfa TO7 

'zfsvs tots to tfa o & c>f r-r, tfm '*3t**ta <o ttto 

*f * th ^ TO 4^ 4^PTO TO — TOU5 75 I ^trcst <?T 

c*rtTO ^tsf.frf%^ YfTi to ^rrs to from to 7*5 <?# 

f^rt*r$i nTO TO TOm <wt*t i 4 ^ toto ^\ 5 6 f fro cvtt* 
4^1 fVPre TO TO TOfr'TO ^n rs, 4^ <gTO5 c*TO 73 c*r TOi tor, 

CTO CTOCf TO ^*fTO ?HTTO 5'«7T open courts §*ffT3 **VZ 5 TOl 

TOR, TO Oft 5 ? tjTO TO3 ^TOT 4*; 4^ TORTO W f*TC5 =Tt<r CfCt* 
TO-ftfro <rft toi, TOi 1 45* *rc* to 5iTO toto or^rs *ft’sm 

c? 4 $ 4 ^ Pro 4 f^ro «*f toi tor, ^51 ^nr, — TO"* fcr cTO 1, TOi 
'■sft <‘3 1 3 c<-n 3, TO v^rr 5*? f'lrcf TOsf TO5 r 5t^i 'sftfrf 

to to* *1 i TOiv? to TOrs c/'tt to v5tw< *rt‘9?rtTOft "<r<m 
1 TO 4TO 4$ #tf% c^rrs tos^ti tos. ‘‘Vsi'&'ft cffta to cTOT? 

CTO ^ CTO ?pm. OTO *sr 4«fl'l order f»T5 CR — TOl <TR 4$ ft#’ 
WC% , 4^ Tf* <TI 4^fff1 vb’Tt^f ■fCf TtC*T bC'-1 TO/ I '*TO ^^J-TOSHT 

TsttFr to*i ^rTOR^frT fif.cw TO 4** oft orofa a fV =tr to 
&VCZ TOTC*. Of fa*n Of TOTO fifTO tpr^rv.7 TO) 4$ double ^fT5l. — 
fr«f K ^TOW tfTOt spfrN ^rt *\ w qrirfv.7, c 7 ! frrnr stfcv* 

W cvct — n^t*T3i ^ri 75, 

^3 vtt>^ f?<TR fWnr — r 5tr^ «nron — double 'zrwrzPt 

^ ▼frs ^ fwrs rr< iitr¥w “<^r«fr^ 1 

4* C5 4 ^rf^nr* ^ cft^^r *3r?m 4 m:7tf£^ 3 

t}^r *is«f 1 4? '®nr j m ^ 75 01 *?{ *rm ; mr^Tf%^r 

ifilCW ^f ^f%» C'TSTl tfnrfSR unconditionally | 4^* Of 

Defence of India Ruleij 7f51 — TStCTO Of^ I 

^tw Tffi *m *m ott 7^.513^ <tf% ! rlH fra 

74, ^StTIrT Tsrf^ 4^ ^£1 KW< 7t71 TT5t RC'Tl^t v fC¥ v fT 3 f 3 Tt^ •flC^ C5 fTPTC^ 

- ^ 

4? gt^-reform ^TC^T Andaman prisoners *J^f$ Wl? 

^fer «rr?t to %®r — ^ ^5: to ^ Tsrffi TO75 ’ttf? o*r 

Defence of India Rule4 ^fl TO, TTO^TO TO^#tf3^ 

otj »R t 7c*3 croft M sp* - ( tfirfVf% 
’fro ^ ^5twr ^RtvoH iff ?rr to ^ of 4^ tot- 

, ®rfTOt:1, gt9 anti-fascist ; C*PR ftlTO ^ fftft 
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TOf, 0 <7T iprs prisoners — TOl WtC^H 

(armovry) raid case TOC# — TOl *t*TO ?f*W *ft* *tWo Bengal 

Government* froS <7T f*C*** 

(71^ f'K.<‘f'C*l TOl gfafyWott* C'UH^I ^C*^* 4^ **h TffiCSt r 5tC** (71 fb3t*t*1 
4*^ TO f%<5* f*C* TOl appeal ^C*C5W *&lt* anti-fascist 

TO (TlWTO *F*t\5 4*! people s war *rcg 4$ **TTP TO*^ ^|C5 1 

f^t?r TO‘t — 4^ **ftc** *f§ro ***c* g* cro gro£ cTO? 

*itct TOTOr-w rre tot *tr?i--f*cg* tot, ^ fro *g* s&gtt** 
gfafafe ^3 < 3 *** i <7# to tot gc«rg <ro, fa: tf^f% *T*i 
TO? bSgTC* TO*fW, TO* TO *fa f9 ^C* OTSVI SI, toi to *ft 
silftTO Sf*TOt*t 6 t* TOT CTO 4^ S% *TOi TO** C* TOtTO, <7T$ 
TOtTO stgro* sm*r*c 6 t* fro* gw ^*1 3 tow gw, tott 
<tkwto toWto *r[< gf**t* rra gtc* 4* # **gwrc«t* tot 

to '3 fa-iw to re gtt* 4*: 4* vs to* TO** *tot fa, 4 to* fa* 

• N * 

factfg TOl CTO TO I 4$“ ^*TO ‘Wft TO *fa C* even sttfl* armouiy 

. raid case* (71 ** *^, TO** *f$TO *^*1 ^f*TO tPTTfsrc 1 

( 7 i g* TO* ^faro *r*i ^f*ro gc*ww i fas g* era totot* 

fTO, *fa*W ^5 *C** *Wl, (71 TO *Tfe.*t*1 anti-fascist TO faCTO* 
gfaTOTO* C*t* c tl TOTO. TO 3 TO** faTOf Defence of India Rule 
TO^5 I CTO student — ^C** 4^TO (7F51 flTO TO Cg WlWt* 
S?t4 Fideration* TO* gf*TOTO* anti-fascist resolution g*vffa TO&TO — 
* W ' *1TO 'SfTOWS TO 4* re gf*TOTO* CTO 4 tl *T*CSW, W5 TO 

r«T *fr*tC** order, (71 order TO^T* December (Tf3*l TOfe^T 4* v # 

served TOf^T — TOTO January TO 7 ! 4** ^5tT5 (7T3*1 ^ — 

obstructing successful prosecution of war-efforts, TOl ‘M\$ gfiWFt^NotC* 
war-efforts support ^C* gt'-tgc 6 ! ^T^TOC 6 !* 4^otC* Cb^l ^*C^, 

TOf* 4^* *^1 TO1 C* Wl war-efforts4 TOl obstruct 

TOT T TO TO ^Wf* TO (71 ^TtTO* CTO* 

C*t* T* ^ITO 3 srffr'fl* fersi fe3r* fesc* TO TOr^l I TO 
g* (TO (T^n — TO* faCTO* *%* CTO *1 TOfgTO TOW 4^R 
4^1 ^f* Tt* ^ **^ TO5 TO 4^ CTO TOW 3 ^t’Jt'Tt* ^ CTO (TTft 

^f**i TOi TO t *t*i to* frotfasi 3 gf%c*i* ^**t* tot fro 

^tf^CTO. TOT g*T3 TO* *TTT3 TO1 I (Tl^TOT (?ffC3 Wfe — war- 
efforts* TO 4$ CTO* *t*l TOC 1 ^* I 4*^1 

TOWTO cTO* *tro^ TOtf — v5t: TO*t *TWrt% 4 *: to 4^1 c*^ *ror 
*?ir^ .TO — to* cto* (TO 1 TO to TOr 4^ cro 4*f to 
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| \3fa c’5>C ? T *f$rT3 Dofonco of India Rul© 

'■ifa tfTO* 7?T f% I fsfa TO TTffiT W7 V'ATttpT 

c^c=t c r K*R i csra *tMn 4R fa fofa c? csr oft* 

C^Kf? ^ Defence of India Rulo tfCSM **I 751 1 

feft C^C^T ‘ft* 0$^ ftfa?!l 4^ 3 K * ^‘^TS 5 ScTKt 1 4ft *tfsi 7 21?F3 

ftoi ftc*fr ft^ft ^ -sftft 4 ^ cftorc to 4* 

to to* ^tfrotrotn 4^ fsR (7i sRftftftftr ftTF Alliesc* 

TOfa ^1 §fF3 I 4^ ^’Uft 4^ fto< TTO-'fa *ft*f 4ft 4$* 'TO fc fFM> 
T3^R W3 ftC* foT5*T TOTt*tf7 *^|*T '3RT '4livF *ft 701 fs^T , VJtC* 

«ft3 Defence of India Rulo4 rs I ftftH tftO'rfW *fttpT 

firfa, <3ft 4*fa official position < *fre fro S^tn <tt 
order grft'4 *ft THTCS, <31 TOft 7 ? 'TO 6 frft 6 frT *ICft73 I 4^ *lfa 

^r^3: ^RTT *fft — * &TR TO7T3 4^ fts 6 fR^ 7T oTT* Defence of India 
Rule — ®T*fa *<7! war-efforts TOT^ hampered *ft 

47T I Defonco of India Rule 4^ 4^ WTTC3 7TW <7T (31 ft 77T 

war-efforts hampered TR fro ^Tf^Tl *ffTOH 3tT< C^f* <71 (7T TO 3 ! 4* 

jw, or ^rft«f s ^ifttro ^rror^mi srar, sttro n^'cro 

4^ Defence of India Rule 3 ! *R rOTC$ I 4^ ^TOtU *T 3 Tft T 30B' : S' 
'ftftCTO C*R tpFK 4 7 5fr* 4*t3 ^tT\ 4ft C. I. D. report* 

tor ^RTt*n (yf ft *1 *m ftfa ft i 4 $ **TR tor ftfe to* — to 

^ — <71 r 3tr^‘ 4^77! 'STtfcF ?77T C^3H1 Cf73 *ftC«T I r *TZ r 5: ’TTO i T^7F 

^ c^fr ^if%» TO^f tFf u t *ft37i ^ cn 

<7f pro-fascist 4^* fascism^ ^1 4^ <7*17*1 "T3K ^ft4 ,i T fc t ^PtC^T 

4^“ G PfO f fh*r+J ^T-I ^1 4^ C*T*P ■tfVr 3 ? TOl 3 !, ’iR 

tprt«l *tt3in ^r ( 3t7^ ^ ^■rti witiTT (7T3Tn 

(THTS I fV5 ^ refxjrt 71 71^ reports 5^ 

^v|7f vprp TO7 To* 0?R TO^T ^Tl T71 K* 

qtr*l I 4^ v ltfC^ I 7 r#t3T (OR — fef^T 

T3 TOt f relief work I (TTCTvJ 

^R r - ll C^ ^ ^Rl f^T ^n, ^4*1 <7^ relief Wh 

5-^ Defence of India Rule tfTST't T^l r^r | 4^ tpU^ Defence of India 

Rui©4* tfTrt^t ^ffrr^Tc-T — 7?m 3 ittoitr 

*Rf, (TFt^tnrs ^1 5R''f3olt« 7FR "sfr^ TI «RF — 4^ Defence 

of India Rule4* tJTUT^ 4^f^5TR FTTFSi. ??U3 4^1 4^rtl 

grffR ^ffir^rs rcp^ i !pro 7 tzt 7 h ^ *if% ( w to 7 f*7f 3 ^rtft 

4^ TO73 5T^ C7 47R TOU* 4^ 'T5 6 t' ! R^p$ rfftn '$ iffaj f%*5TC? f^T I 
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1?^ 53T TO* ??1 f$* Bengal Government? 4 f?OT C?1? 
fftfirt i fa's r ^m 4^ ^o c t c?^, 4^. ?^t?ot? 

C? tfUOT — C? Tfl’ S7, 5f? TO* ^fOT policy ^fTO?5tt? BTtHtC^rH I 

<71 far Council? 4*fc] tfTJ^ $t? «Ttfa OT C*tf| I ^to^- 

orc*!?? 4?<e c?c? ?*n rnrc^, 4 ^ ^pts c? c'ltoc?’ ?*?t ??i nr, <?r 

TO Home Member ?l Minister*??? consult ?r?i ?? ?1 | 4^ 

4W? ?Tfe? ’ST^fasl nw ??1 nr Wit ?t?l law and order WT 
?tft n? $T?1 <71 f?OT consulted n ?|, 4$“ WPD ’tfrs 

fa tot ?nr 4 &t£ ?? cot fern 1 461 ^r*tT ^t?C 5 

^CWf?) *ff?0jf? 4$ Government of India Act4 43? fag *tTSH)1 3t? 

fa, Ttfcs ?i? 4i^ ^mpr? c?*fc tos *rrf? 1 *n ?jni? — fiscal 

autonomy — 'Sf? ?ft=Tt 4 '^MtOf? TtU5 (7$ , 4??t? fafa? 31 

(TTfcl law and order — vp/$? "tTW C? »tt 7 Pf^Sf ^T-rtOT S*f? 

m? y^jVi n? ?C?fa 5 T, <71^ "fPR'icJI? t| CVtC^t? 'ot? ^l^fC 1 ?? ?tC4 4?7T 

fas ^ ?sf)?3Wt ^iWit 6 !? fattTOS'*? fa 31 , <51 $rr??t? ®>*?r 

4*3t 4 ^ <7T^ IPfTOB ^5t<l fa ^TT? *tf?5T*R1 ?TO? I 4?lG3 ^Wl 

c*f?f^ stsf v fansr ^>t<i <3^r c? *t?>fe tfnrt^t ??cv? ?i 

V2>fC*r'<? 9 f k fC° 1 t"{ TOT I Sl??l ®rffa Popular Ministry? ?? COT 

C?*Tt tfC?f5R — Bureaucracy c? $te 6 fr? c i>, <5f? ^ 4? C3 *T*fe ?1 

policy $ire ?t<n <?TOT, st? tffer?t? s?i 4?: si ?fa 7? stn^ si?i 

c?c-r? -ttfa-jsfsn <r*i ??cs *ttfr?*4 — fac-t? sr? *mOT 4^ fm far? 1 
st* <i ts*t ro^? v f ri ^ c?rs c? tfst? ^Hi 5 'cto^, ^rt*ti ?fa c?^ tf$T? st?i 
i'8??c t t ??? ? ?? c?? 1 ?f? st?i 4?^i sfafr ?c? c^rs c*f?, 

stn? ^t? cvCt fag st*n ?Ff? *n 1 ^ts ^3 otcs i 

?fa StD?? §>t$is OT — St?l 4^ statement fits ’ttC?? 4?t StC?? 
policy declare S?TS 'ttC?? I 4?’ fafStf TOT? GOT SIC 1 ?? 

otf sr?, ^rfaro stc?? ?OT ?ot^i^i m st? ?t?ti ??cs <ttc?? 1 

Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA COSWAMI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the hazard 
of the ballot has thrown up this resolution at a very opportune moment. 
Those who have read the first leading article in the Statesman news- 
paper to-day (Ur. Xamnaksha Sanyal : And Friend of India!) must 
have felt that its editor, who sometimes strays into sense, has again 
lapsed into his old frame of mind. At this hour of peril, at this hour 
when Mr. Wordsworth, who is also editorially connected with the 
Statesman, has said that the enemy is at the door, an article of the 
kind that was written is, 1 think, a criminal offence and an incitement 
to violence. (Ur. Xamnaksha Sanyai, : Apply the Uefence of India 
Rules upon him.) I cannot help recalling a story that Michael Collins 
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recorded in his famous book : A certain high military officer had given 
orders to shoot at sight ; and a certain member of the Sein Finn party 
met him, saluted him and pointed his revolver at the officer anf! said, 
ou, Sir, have ordered, ‘Shoot at sight’. I shoot at sight , M Sir, 
this is the kind of terrorism that has been preached by the Statesman 
newspaper. 


Sir, I recall that on another occasion before the Chittagong riots in 
1931 the Statesman newspaper systematically day after day published 
articles provoking peojde to commit violence, and violence did come in 
the end. Sir, the most responsible leaders of public opinion of the 
time openly said, here across this road, in the Town Hall, even at the 
risk of prosecution that one of the factors which contributed to the 
Chittagong atrocities were the provocative articles that had been written 
in the Statesman. I sound a note of warning to newspapers, Sir, that 
if their promoters, proprietors and editors want really to help the defence 
of our unfortunate land, they should ally themselves with Indian 
opinion and Indian feeling and ally themselves even with the people with 
whom for political reasons they have pretended to disagree — and there 
we come to the political prisoners. The continued detention of the 
security prisoners will not save the British Empire— hut released 
security prisoners might help us to save India. 

Mr. SPEAKERS I think this resolution should he (tarried over to 
the next day, and I have received an assurance from Government I hat 
after we close this resolution Government will see that the second 
resolution comes on that day. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYALl Si?, before that second resolution, 
I jrtrbmit, the resolution regarding the Assembly Department should 
come first. 

Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN : Sir, what 1 apprehend is that our reso- 
lution might not come at all. ^ 

Mr. 8PEAKER: All I say is that l liave received an assurance 
from the Government that the second resolution as tabled by the 
Opposition will be taken up on the next da>, and as such Government 
will see that that resolution comes on that day. 

Folicftatiom to Mr. Speakor. 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, from the discussion 

on the subject of release of political prisoners may I turn to you, 
Sir, a political prodigy to offer you our sincere felicitations on your 
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new appointment Sir, it is with feelings of the deepest respect that 
I refer to your impending departure from our midst to take up the 
onerotis duties of the High Commissioner for India. To us, Sir, in 
Bengal it is a matter of legitimate pride that the choice of His 
Majesty’s Government has so often fallen on Bengalees, and to us, the 
Muslims of Bengal, it is a matter of particular felicitation that you 
have been chosen to fill that responsible post. Yours has been a sort 
of meteoric career. I am enabled to say from personal knowledge how 
sure has been your stride towards the attainment of the various honours 
which you have earned within a very short space of time. As a member 
of the old Legislative Council, as a Minister, as Speaker of this 
Assembly and twice as Vice-Chancellor of the Calcutta University you 
have given abundant proof of not merely abilities of an exceptional 
character but also tact, forbearance, assiduity and application to the 
duties of whatever posts you have been called upon to fill. We have 
not the slightest doubt that you will adorn the new post of High 
Commissioner for India. 

Sir, momentous political changes are coming and there is absolutely 
no doubt that the India of the future will he not merely an independent 
Dominion of the British Crown but also be an equal partner with all 
the Dominions which form the British Commonwealth. From the 
position of a High Commissioner you will he rather the Ambassador of 
India to Great Britain and I hope it will be reserved for you to have 
the honour of being the first Indian to occupy such a dignified position. 

To us, Sir, it wiH he a very great loss. We will remember when 
you are away thousands of miles from us how you have managed the 
affairs of this Assembly to acquire the confidence of all sections of the 
House and how you have successfully carried the debate so as to build 
up conventions for your successors in future. We all wish you well. 

You know, Sir, my connection w r ith you dates for more than 30 
years. I made your acquaintance quite accidentally when you were a 
student with a book of essays in your hand and I remember how on a 
certain subject you and I began to exchange controversial words and 
how without knowing w’ho I was you threatened that we should be 
taught bow to appreciate the feeling of young men. Sir, although you 
have not grown old you can now’ recall the days of your youth and 
you know how' personally I became attached to you from the very 
moment we made our acquaintance. Personally, therefore, I give you 
my best wishes and you may be quite sure that I will always remember 
you w’ith affection and my best prayers to Almighty will be that He 
may keep you in His safe keeping, guide you in a manner which will 
redound to your honour and to the honour of your country and that you 
may be spared long to serve our country not merely in far off England 
but to come back to India full of even higher honours to fill still higher 
posts with distinction. 
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Sir, with these few words I wish you godspeed -and I pray to the 
Almighty Providence to spare you to come back again to India to 
serve your own motherland. * 


Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN : Sir, we wish to convey our sincere 
felicitations to you on the eve of your departure to England to occupy 
the very high and responsible post of High Commissioner for India. 
Sir, we feel particular pleasure and pride in the fact that you were 
returned to the Assembly on the League ticket and since you have 
been elected as the Speaker of this House, the first Speaker of the 
Legislative Assembly, you have made a name for yourself not only in 
this province hut all over India. Particularly, Sir, your rulings, I am 
sure, have been appreciated not only in this House hut some of your 
rulings have been quoted in other Legislative Assemblies and Buildings, 
ami the way in which \ou have discharged the responsible duties of the 
Speaker and the example that you have set, I am sure, your successors 
will emulate and follow. 

It is also a matter ot pride to us that you are, 1 believe, the first 
Bengali Muslim who has been appointed to the p>st of High Com- 
missioner and we an* confident that as in all other spheres of activities 
you have made a name for yourself, in England also you will make a 
name for \ourself and, as the Hon'hle Chief Minister has said, will 
come hack to India with higher honours. 


Mr. KIR AN 8ANKAR ROY: Mr. Speaker, I associate myself 
and members of the Congress Assembly party with the sentiments 
expressed by the Leader of the House and the leader of the Opposi- 
tion. You, Sir, by your knowledge of the rules and orders of this 
Assembly, by your experience, by your quick decision, by your 
firmness, have rendered valuable services to this House and, Sir, your 
absence will be a great loss to this House. Sir, as one belonging to 
the party which gave you some unquiet time, 1 am free to confess 
to-day that there was nothing personal about it and I am glud4o be 
able to say that after the heat and the controversy of the time^had 
subsided no bitterness was left on this side of the House. Sir, I wish 
you a safe voyage and a prosperous career in England where you are 
going to enter your new' field of activity. 


Air. DAVID HENDRY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, farewells are an 
inevitable part of life, but we need not treat them always as occasions 
for sadness. Rather as on this occasion I think should they be cause 
for satisfaction, at friendships made and associations recorded. 
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I must confess, however, to a feeling of regret at bidding you 
goodbye on behalf of my colleagues and myself for during the period 
you have been Speaker of this House we have formed for you not only 
a high degree of respect but a high degree of friendship as well. This 
House will not be quite the same without you. As its first Speaker, 
guide, comforter and friend, you have not only made history in Bengal 
but have made a number of personal friends as well. For over 12 
years you have been associated with the Bengal Legislature in one 
form or another, and since you became the Speaker of this Assembly 
your wide knowledge of constitutional law and parliamentary practice 
has enabled you to guide us in building up our own parliamentary 
procedure in the light of our own experience and not by following 
rigidly the procedure and practices of other legislatures. We in this 
House owe you a great debt for the manner in which you have dis- 
charged the function of laying so soundly the foundations of parlia- 
mentary procedure under Provincial Autonomy. Your unfailing 
courtesy to members of this House has always been a pleasure to 
observe, and the constant protection you have offered and extended to 
each and every one of us has left no cause, at any time, for any feeling 
of dissatisfaction to any member of having been unfairly treated. 
Complaints there may have been, but they could only be due to the 
fact that at times your patience with the more unruly members of the 
House had outlasted our own. There have been stormy debates in 
this House, in plenty but you have conducted these with tact and 
skill; and the manner in which you have dealt evenhanded justice as 
between Government benches and the Opposition benches has always 
excited our admiration. In the same way we have admired the manner 
in which from time to time you have handled with skill and expedition 
long lists of amendments to difficult Bills; and if this province has 
to-day to its credit a good record of beneficial legislation, a great deal 
of that is due to \ou and the way in which you carried it through. 
Your public services have been mentioned, hut I will not enter upon 
that here. The interest that >ou have always shown in the educational, 
economic and social problems of Bengal needs no mention from me, and 
^ the honours which have Wen bestowed upon you are but a modest 
indication of the debt under which you have laid this province. My 
gro\^) shares with the other speakers who have spoken to-day the pride 
which Bengal feels that you have been chosen for the extremely 
important office of High Commissioner for India. That high 
ambassadorial office, I feel certain, you will fulfil with dignity, skill 
and grace. And on the important mission on which you are setting 
out I wish you godspeed, the fullest measure of success and in due 
course happy return to this your homeland. * 


Mlharaji 8A8HI KAHTA AOMARYYA, of Muktagseht, Mymem 

Singhs Sir, on behalf of the Progressive Nationalist party I offer you 
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our hearty congratulation for the honour conferred upon you. I shall 
not waste the time of this Assembly by saying anything about your 
ability but by saying we wish you t he best of health and the (best of 
luck. 


Mr. W. C. WORDSWORTH: Mr. Speaker, Sir, Mr. Hendry has 
spoken for our Group and in associating with him in a few words I 
do so for the very special reason that in wishing you happiness and 
success in England I speak to one with whom long ago 1 stood in a 
very special relationship and one whom 1 had the distinction of teach- 
ing in a college of which you and I and many other members of the 
Legislature are proud of being members. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Fellow members of the House, 1 have come in 
your midst to-day in circumstances fully known to you. In ordinary 
circumstances l would prohabh have left this country in a day or two 
but due to terrible overwork and continuous strain for months past, 
I had to leave you on Monday last with fever on, and for an attack 
of illness the programme of my departure for England had to 1 h» 
slight 1\ changed and as at present my intention stands I hope to leave 
„\ou in about a fortnight's time. I had the honour and privilege bv 
your suffrage to be elected the* Speaker of the House in April 19*17 — 
just about five* years back. The new Constitution had just begun and 
J was immediately faced with the responsibility of placing your work 
and your office organisation in proper order and shape We had then 
very little staff — nothing more than the old staff of the Council 
Department, extremely meagre, inadequate in every sense of the term 
and it was in the midst of these circumstances that 1 hud to work on 
your behalf, so that we might function as a legislature truly and 
properly in the interest of millions of people entrusted to our charge. 
I was determined that whatever may be the volume of work entailed 
on us, the work of t he Assembly must not be dislocated for a single 
day under any circumstances. Providence alone know’s the difficulties 
under which we had to organise our work and to-day 1 am at least 
happy to feel that during the last five years there has never been any 
occasion in which the Assembly as a whole had any difficulty on our 
account. This Assembly may well be proud of its legislative work in 
spite of political stress and storm. But all these added to my other 
work have visibly affected my health and for some time past I have 
been feeling the strain and nature is telling upon me far too often to 
w r arn me that I should take a little care of my health. 1 have been 
advised that I must take some rest to strengthen myself physically 
before I undertake a long and arduous journey that is in my front. 
Thai is my reason why for 10 or 16 days I want to take rest though 
I may say that I shall be here in Calcutta or near about and if there 
is any occasion or if exigencies demand my presence, so long as I am 
21 
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in India I shall always be at your disposal and at your beck and call. 
May I hope and trust that you \yill kindly bear with this even if it 
may create some difficulty. 

The Speaker of the Assembly has to discharge two functions. He 
has to carry on his duties in the Assembly and to dispose of all matters 
which are likely to come before it or in consequence of matters brought 
before the Legislature or such other matters. Here he has got abso- 
lutely his own judgment and he has to rely upon his own guidance 
subject to the provisions of the Government of India Act and the 
rules framed by this House and the traditions of parliamentary 
institutions. For the last five years I had with devotion 'and zeal tried 
to discharge my duties with the help of my staff, particularly the 
Secretary and other gazetted officers in this Assembly. In all my acts 
I have never had any one except reason wherever I have found to 
influence my judgment. Never in my life have 1 tried to hide my 
fault and if 1 felt it at any moment that I had been wrong. I have 
always frankly amended and modified it. You are aware of the fact 
that 1 have never been stubborn in m\ views and there have been 
occasions in which I have revised my judgment. It is in this way I 
have tried to build up traditions to get conventions grown and to have 
codes framed for us both within ourselves and outside. At the early 
stage of any .institution and specially a parliamentary institution, it is 
my humble opinion that the Speaker should function in a manner that 
will admit the best of reasons and the best of considerations at every 
moment. You are, therefore, aware that motions which had been 
rejected in files had been admitted on the floor of the House and I 
do hope and trust that it is in that spirit that you will aKo function 
and develop sound parliamentary institutions in this country. At the 
same time l am frank enough to say that no one man can by himself 
bring about the best state of affairs. Every one of you is an integral 
part of this great parliamentary institution and I hope you will more 
and more realise that as a member of the Legislature whether inside 
Government or outside you are individually and collectively responsible 
for our great obligations. (The second function which the Speaker 
■ has to discharge is in Connection with the administrative work of the 
Assembly Department, and here under the constitution as it at present 
stands the financial responsibility of every expenditure in connection 
witli the Assembly is with the Government and it is the Government 
which has to submit budget proposals to this House and has to explain 
its reasons and justifications. It is in these circumstances that the 
.Speaker has to administer his Department under rules framed by the 
Government. Here he is often powerless at points where he inav 
come into conflict with the views of Government. I propose to write 
to you later in full as to the lines on which the Assembly Department 
should work and to place my experience before you so that you might 
at a time when I shall not be the Speaker consider the whole question 
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on its merits. There are, however, two questions to which I would 
like to draw your special attention, namely : — # 

(1) that the status of the Department and of its officers should 

be exactly the same as those in the Secretariat, ami 

(2) that .the pay and prospects of the Assembly Department staff 

should in no way he inferior to those working in other 
Departments direct 1\ under the control of Government. I 
do hope that you will kindly consider this matter as early 
as possible. 

May 1 also state one other matter. For the last *> years 1 have 
tried to build up the working of the Assembly Office as belonging to 
this House and even though in administrative matters we have to 
accept Government rules I have all along 1 worked towards the ideal 
that it is to this Assembly that it should ultimately he responsible and 
that it must function, keeping this House in front to build up parlia- 
mentary traditions. Let us remember that a very large part of our 
success depends on the genuine devotion and work by the office staff 
and I do honcslh, frankly and unequivocally admit, lion much I owe 
to the office staff with whom I ha\e worked fm the last a \i>ais They 
work m silence and the> woik behind the knowledge of others and 
their work does not apjH\ir before the public gaze Let ii> remember 
that <he\ are also human beings and that they have to work often from 
morning till (‘veiling and even sometimes till midnight. I can assure 
you that t he v belong to you and that they work wilh devotion and 
zeal, day and night, at the sacrifice of their health and comfort. T 
feel deeply personal grief in parting eompan\ with the staff of tin* 
Department and you all I speak in no conventional sense but with 
my humble experience in various spheres of life, f can say I have 
hardly come across a better and a more devoted hand of officers and 
men, devoted honesth and devoted sincerely, than the staff of the 
Assembly Department — he he an orderly, a menial, a clerk or a 
gazetted officer of this Department and if 1 have got anything to say 
it is that I leave them to your charge, to your responsibility, indivi- 
dually as well us < ollectively, and 1 do hope and trust that you will 
look after them. M\ personal responsibility is all the greater; many 
of them I brought here and I cannot leave them without discharging 
this duty of mine/ 

About 15 years ago, I came to the Legislature of this Province ami 
I shall leave you all with the deepest sense of pang in me. I have all 
along been working with the view in me that this great province, 
whether we sit on the right or on the left or in the midst, is our trust 
and millions of human souls have to depend upon our activities here. 
I have always tried to uphold the tradition that whatever might be 
the nature of the democratic constitution, a democratic institution can 



FELICITATIONS. 


[13th Ma&ch, 



only function if the Speaker in the Assembly stands for the Opposition, 
ready r to help them and stands for the rights of the minorities so that 
their voice might be heard. While the majority has the power of the 
vote, the voice of the minority must be heard. It is in that way that 
parliamentary traditions have been built up and I do hope and trust 
that those traditions will be followed here also. 

I wish I could always keep a map of this province of ours hung up 
in walls or better still hung up in our mind. I have always been 
deeply conscious of the help and assistance that I received from each 
and every one of you. I have all along worked with the single aim 
of loyalty to the House, loyalty to you all and loyalty to the great 
parliamentary traditions which have been built up in other places but 
whatever may have been done by me, if they are of any value, it had 
been possible by your help, guidance and assistance and your efforts 
to bring about the best state of affairs in this great province of ours. 

Members of the House, you have all referred to my personal "work. 
The 11 on 'hie Leader of the House has spoken of my association with 
him, which dates from 1913. 1 was a student under Mi. Wordsworth 

and I learnt my lessons in the political theories or theories of Govern- 
mental institutions from him. To-day my heart is too full. I do feel 
every moment that I have to leave you and you are uppermost in my 
mind. The last word which 1 would say I shall say n of as the Speaker 
of the House but by stepping down from this Chair; l say, Brethren 
and friends, I am only a human being. On this day, 1 beg of you to 
pardon me if 1 have done any one of you any wrong. 1 have not done 
it purposeh with a view to offending anybody It is in that human 
spirit that 1 beseech your blessings and good wishes. 


Adjournment. 


It being 5 p.m. — 

The House was adjourned till 8-30 a. m. on Saturday, the 14th 
March, 1942, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the Provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935* 


The Assemhly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Saturday, 
the 14th March, 1942, at 8-30 a.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Deputy Speaker (Mr. Su:n .Jamu imun Hvmiemy) in the ('hair, 
8 Hon’hle Ministers and 192 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Internment of a prominent League worker of Cunabati, Tippers. 

*152. Khaji Bahadur ABIDUR REZA CHOWDHURY : {a) Will 

the II on’hle Minister in charge of the Home Depaitment be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that Mauhi Abdul Matin ot (iunalmti, Tippera, 
was home-interned for 15 days? 

(5) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reason 
therefor? 

(r> Will the Hon’ble Minister lie pleased to state whether any 
circular lias l>een issued to the District Magistrate for the application 
of the Defence of India Holes in eases of Muslim league workers? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq) ; u/) and (h) 1 refer the Imnouiablc memlx*r 1o 
the answer given to starred question No. 93. on the 27th I'ebruarv, 
1942. 

(r) No. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister bo 
pleased to state whether he approves the application of the Defence of 
India Hules in such cases as have been applied, namely, in the ease of 
Maulvi Abdul Matin Chaudhuri? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have nothing to say 
except that I have no reason to lielievc that the District Magistrate 
acted in an unreasonable manner. 
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Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Will the Hobble Minister be 
please^ to state whether he considers the application of the Defence of 
India Rules in the case of Maulvi Abdul Matin Chaudhuri right or 
wrong ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have nothing more to say 
except that no complaint has been made to me and, therefore, I have 
no reason to believe that it was not right. 


Mr. Syed ABDUL MAJID: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether it is not a fact that Maulvi Abdul Matin Chaudhuri 
of Gunabati was arrested just before the llon’ble Minister’s visit to 
Tippera ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I do not remember when the 
incident did take place. 


Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: With reference to answer (c), 
naineU “No”, will the llon’hle Minister 1m* pleased to state whether 
the Circular was issued h\ I)i. S\ama Prosad Mookerjee who figured 
as the tic facto Chief Minister? 


Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: May 1 ask through you, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, my friends opposite whether it is not a fact that these rules 
had so long Won used against us by the members of the Muslim League 
in the previous Government ? 

(No reply was given.) 

Arrest of some persons in certain districts of Bengal. 

MS3. Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department he pleased to state — 

(a) the number of persons arrested under the Defence of India 
Rules in the districts of Faridpur, Jesxore, Noakhali and 
Comill a in 3H42; 

(h) the number of them that are League workers; 

(c) the reason of their arrest; and 

(tl) whether they have since been released? 
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The Hon’Me Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 

(a) Faridpur — 2. 

Jessore — Nil. 

Noakhali — Nil. 

Tippera— 1 1 (including 1 arrested at the instance of the Sujierin- 
tendent of Police, Faridpur). 

(b) Four in Tippera only. 

(c) and (d) In respect of persons mentioned in ( l ) — three for ail 
offence under the Defence of India Pule ’>(> (contravention of an order 
requiring permission to he ’obtained for taking out a procession^; they 
are now at larger and one for an offence under Defence of India Pule 
fltS (prejudicial speech); he is now on hail under trial in Faridpur. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: With reference to answer (h) t 
will the Hon' hie Ministei be pleased to state if the procession was of the 
nature of a demonstration against the Ministry? 

The Hon’ble Mr, A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 do not think so. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the llon’hle Minister he 
pleased to state what w;*» the nature of that procession for which those 
persons were prosecuted undei the Defence of India Pules? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Pro.essio,, is a collection 

of persons for a paiticular purpose 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: What was the ohjei t of the pro- 
cession ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The object of the proces- 
sion was to < reate distuiham e 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: What was the nature of tho 
slogans shouted? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: All kinds of nonsense. 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: W U the Dou ble Minister 
he pleased to state what are the reasons for making any discrimination 
between Muslim League workers against whom action has been taken 
under the Defence of India Rules for taking out a procession whereas 
no action has been taken against the Hindu workers who took out a 
procession without any permission 
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKERS Order, order. No argument is neces- 
sary when putting a supplementary question. 

Mr. Syed ABDUL MAJID: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state the name of the person who was arrested under the order of the 
Police Superintendent of Faridpur, with reference to his reply ‘‘one 
for an offence under the Defence of India Rule 38 (prejudicial 
speech )” ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FA1LUL HUQ: 1 have not got the name 
hut if my friend wants it I can supply it later on. 

Mr. Byed ABDUL MAJID: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether it is not a fact that Maulvi Fazlul Kader Ohaudhuri 
was arrested under the Defence of India Rules for an alleged prejudi- 
cial speech under the orders of the Superintendent of Police, Faridpur, 
at Tippera. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: He was arrested under 
orders of the district authorities — District Magistrate or Superinten- 
dent of Police 1 cannot sa\ , — but he was arrested somewhere outside 
Faridpur. 

Mr. Byed ABDUL MAJID: Will the TIon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if any order was passed by Government oi un\ communique 
issued by Government for withdrawal of all cases against students? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Orders were passed by 
Government for withdrawal of all cases against students m cases where 
prosecutions have been launched under the Defence of India Rules 
throughout Bengal. 

Mr. Byod ABDUL MAJID: Will the lion* hie Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a tact that Fazlar Kader Fhoudhun has since been con- 
victed and fined Rs. VIH) under the Defence of India Rules? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I do not know . 


Meeting at Hajiganj, Tippera, on 23rd January, 1B4& 

•154, Khan Bahadur ABIDUR REZA CHOWDHURY : (a) Is the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department aware that a 
meeting was held at Hajiganj, Tippera, on the 23rd January, 1942? 
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• (ft) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister he pleased to state whether it is a fact that a large mincer of 
boys with black flags were detained in the Hajiganj police-station on 
that date? 

(c) If the answer to (ft) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(/) the number of boys detained in the thana; and 
(ti) the number of black flags seized and taken in custody by the 
police and deposited in the thana? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Yes. 

(ft) No. 

(r) Does not arise. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: With refernece to answer (ft), 
will the Ilon*ble Minister la* pleased to state whether there was a black 
flag demonstration against the Ministry and the students were roughly 
handled by the jndice? 

The Hon’bte Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: l did not go to Hajiganj 
myself, but I have got the facts from the district authorities. 

Mr. ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: In xiew of the st atement that boys 
with black flags were detained, will tin* Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether he will consider tin* de*ir.ihilil\ of holding an enquiry 
himself ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 will call for a report on 
this point. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI : Will the Ilnnble Minis! er be pleased <0 state 
whether the allegation as mentioned in (ft) is absolutely false and made 
for the purpose of propaganda? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: T hat is a matter of opinion. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Is the Hon’hle Minister aware that 
before the Ministers arrived at Hajiganj. the police removed a number 
of black'flags from the front of the houses which weie hoisted in honour 
of the Ministers? 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Unfortunately I missed that 
honour, but certainly it was a great honour. 
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Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is it a fact that about 25,000 
people, were present at the Hajiganj station to accord reception to 
Ministers ? 

The Hon’We Mr. A. K. FAILUL HUQ: It may have been, but I 
have no information. 

Temporary “Chandina” legislation. 

*155. Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state — 

(i) when the term of the temporary “Chandina” legislation will 

expire; and 

(ii) whether the Government contemplate to extend its term? 

(h) Do the Government contemplate to enact any permanent legis- 
lation for governing the “Chandina” tenancies; if so, when? 

(c) Is the Hon’ 1>]<* Minister aware that there is a demand amongst 
the lion-agricultural tenants for such an enactment? 

(d) If so, what action does he propose to take in the mattter? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE and JUDICIAL and 
LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENTS (the Hon’ble Mr. Pramatha Nath 
Banorjee). (a) (/) The terms of the Bengal Non-Agrieultural Tenancy 
(Temporary Provisions) Act, 1940 (Bengal Act IX of 1940i, will expire 
on the 29th May, 1942. 

(ii) Yes. 

(h) and (d) Yes, the matter will be taken up as soon as i»ossible. 

(e) Yes. 

Mr. Syed ABDUL MAJID: Will the llon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state if such legislation will be taken up in the course of this session? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: No, Sir. 

Mr. ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: With reference U) the answer (/>) 
an^ (</), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether he is in 
a position to make a categorical statement that Government will 
certuinly make a permanent legislation of the nature? 

The HOfl’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: So far as Gov. 
ernment is concerned, it is certainly considering the advisability of 
undertaking a comprehensive legislation on this point as early as 
# humanly possible. 
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.Mr, P. BANE RJI: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that his pre- 
decessor Sir Bijoy gave a definite assurance to the House that a compre- 
hensive legislation would be taken up during the continuance ot this 
temporary measure? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE; Sir, I am not 
aware of it as 1 was not in the Government at the time, but if that is 
so, then, as 1 have said just now, Government will certainly consider 
the desirability of bringing forward legislation. 

Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the IWble Minister be 
pleased to state whethei human possibility may comprise a year, 
10 months, 0 months or any peiiod of time? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: During these 

abnormal times, it will be extremely hazardous to set up a time-limit. 

Rai Sahib ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to extend the i>eriod of the Bengal Non-Agrieultural Tenancy' 
Act alter tin* L’Oth May till legislation is made? 

• 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: That has 

already Ikmti answered. My answer to the supplementary question put 
by my friend is in the affirmative, 
v 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: In view of the recent ruling 
of the ITon’hle High Court thai the extension oi the Non-Agrieultural 
Tenancy (Temporary Provisional Act will not give relief to many so 
far as appeal i" concerned, will Government consider the desirability 
of taking s1ep> lor giving relief In those people concerned? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: So far as the 

supplementary question of my liiend is concerned, I shall certainly 
take steps to see that in view of the decision of llieir lordships some- 
thing may Ik* done to give relict to jiersons and parties for which this 
piece of legislation is intended. 

% 

Salami by Calcutta landlord*. 

•196. Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: (a) Is the Hon ble Minister 
in charge of the Judicial Department aware that the Calcutta landlords 
from time to time exact mlami from the merchant-tenants under threat 
of ejectment? 
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(b) If so, is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability t of 
suitable legislation to protect the tenants of Calcutta from such exac- 
tion ? ' 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of reviving 
the Calcutta Kent Act, 1920, to give some protection to the tenants? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: (a) No. 

(b) and (r) The attention of the member is invited to “the Bengal 
House Kent Control Order, 11)42, ” issued on the 20th February, 1942, 
in exercise of the powers conferred by rule 81 (2) (bb) of the Defence 
of India Kules and to paragraph 4 of the said Order which prohibits 
landlords from charging salami for letting out a house on rent or for 
renewing the lease of a house. 


„ Starred Question No. 157. 

Mrs. HASINA MURSHED: Sir, 1 was asked to reply to this 
question standing in the name of the Nawab Bahadur of Dacca. The 
paper* which have been sent to me late in the afternoon yesterday do 
not contain any information besides that given in the printed answer 
and I would like to satisfy myself — whether further 'information is 
available. So, 1 would request that this question may be taken up on 
Monday or Tuesday next. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: l)o \ou want that this question should 
be held over? 

Mrs. HA8INA MUR8HED: Yes. Sir. till Mondax or Tuesday next. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: All right. 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which answers were laid on the table) 

^Alleged assault of students by Police on Bongaon railway station. 

73. Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Will the Hon’ble Ministei 
in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(a) xvhether the police assaulted the students and the Muslim 
league worker^ at thy Bongaon railway station on account 
of their taking*aotive parts in Black flag demonstration 
against the Chief Minister; * 
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( b ) whether 4 League workers were arrested at the Jesgore railway 
station on account of their taking part in Black flag 
demonstration amongst others and they were let # off at 
Khulna; and 

{ c ) whether 50 Muslim League workers were arrested on the 11th 
January at Barisal and that 20 of them were confined in a 
place meant to accommodate 4 persons}' 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (<#) and (h) The honourable 
member is referred to the reply given to starred question No. 114, dated 
10th March, 1042. 

(r) 45 persons were arrested on a charge of committing an offence 
under section 20o, Indian Penal Code, but none was detained in hajttf. 
It is not known whether un\ of them were workers of the Muslim 
League They were however released under orders of |Jic Chief 
Minister. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the arrest of these |>ersnns mentioned in (c) 
was made under direct order of the Home Minister? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : In reply to starred question 
No. 114, dated the lOtli Manh, HM2, the other day the Hon’ble Minister 
has said that he was present at the Hongaon railway station ut the time 
of the alleged occurrence. Will the Hon'hlc Minister be pleased to 
state if the matter of assault of the students b\ the Police was rejmrted 
to him b\ a member of this House and whether it is a fact that he took 
no notice of the report? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I was travelling to Barisal 

and my esteemed friend Mr. Serajul Islam came to the station. The 
demonstration consisted of small bo\s, none of them exceeding the 
age of 8 or 10 years. They gave out nindu names. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Does the Hon’ble Minister deny 
that the District Magistrate declined to arrest these 60 people unless 
and until he received written orders and that such written orders and 
instructions were not given by him? 

The Hon’bio Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is not a fact that the 
District Magistrate declined to arrest. 
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Mr* ABDUR RAHMAN SIDD1QI. Does the Hon’ble Minister also 
deny the fact that these 'people were confined in a room meant to accom- 
modate 4 persons and not 45 arrested according to his statement? 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have said in reply to this 
very question at least half a dozen times in this House that there is no 
black hole at Barisal and none of these boys were put in a black hole. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN* Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to tell us if he is aware that a boy of T who was present in the so-called 
black-flag demonstration party at Bongaon when caught and accosted 
by the Minister said that he came to the station, l^ecause he was given 
two rasfjollahs by a maul vi ? 

The Hon’bfe Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That is what I heard. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: The Hon’ble Minister has said 
that the District Magistrate did not decline to arrest. Does he cate- 
gorically deny that any written order or instruction or direction passed 
from him to the Collector with regard to this arrest? 

The* Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As tar as 1 recollect No”. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: If the Hon’ble Minister want 
notice, I am prepared to give notice. Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
slate if he categorically denies that am thing in writing passed from 
his hands to the Collector in regard to the arrest of these men ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 remember that after they 
were arrested 1 ordered their release. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: 1 appeal to you, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, as the protector of the rights and privileges of this House, 
to see that evasive answers are not allowed and that I may get a cate- 
gorical answer to my question. If Government decline to give such 
answer, 1 shall again come to you and seek protection. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: He has said that he does not remember. 
How can I force au answer from him ? 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: You cannot force an answer, 
hut the memory of the Hon’ble Home Minister is short and the reply is 
generally evasive. I want a categorical answer whether anything in 
writing passed from him to the Collector. 
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: All that I can say is that you can give 
a eotice. Possibly he will accept that notice and then the question may 
be answered. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Mav I beg of the Home Minister 
through you to refresh his memory for which I give notice through 
you? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have got a very bad 
memory, but so far as this question is concerned, there was no occasion 
for me to pass any written order. Hut if the honourable member haa 
got any proof that I did pass any order, and if he can prdtluce any such 
thing I will not deny it. If that is so, then I can make reference to 
the District Magistrate if he has got any jniper in his possession. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Something like that will satisfy 
mo hundred per cent. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Then I shall write to the 
District Magistrate that it has been alleged that I gave him certain 
written orders. It there are any such papers those might he sent to me 
and I shall produce them before the House. 


Internment of certain persons under Defence of India Rules in 

Tippera. 

74. Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(a ) whether, the Secretary, (iunahati Muslim League, was interned 
at his home for l'> days during the time when some of the 
Hon’ble Ministers were visiting Langolkot and its 
neara bouts ; 

(/>) whether Maulana Azizur Rahman Islamahadi, a Muslim League 
organiser, was externed from Tippera for 8 days; 

(r) whether the Muslim Leaguers were arrested at Paschimgaon 
on their shouting Allah -hu-Akhur and they were not released 
on bail; and 

{(l) whether the police snatched awav handbills in Daudkandi? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) and (h) The honourable 
member is referred to the reply given to clauses (</ > (/) and (iii) of 
uustarred question No. ’>4, dated 27th February, 1942. 



QUESTIONS. 


[14th Mabch, 


( c ) Three persons of Paschiragaon were arrested, charged, tried and 
convicted and sentenced for an offence under Defence of India Rule 

I do not know if they are members of the Muslim League. 
They did shout, amongst other slogans, AUah-O-Akbar but this did not 
constitute their offence which consisted in taking out a procession 
without previous permission of the District Magistrate as required by 
law: to this offence they pleaded guilty at their trial. 

(d) The local officers have no information to this effect, but a 
number of students from Dacca were not allowed to distribute, at 
Gauripur, certain leaflets considered to be objectionable. 


Withholding of lotter of security prisoner. 

75. Mr. JNANENDRA CHANDRA MAJUMDAR: (a) Will the 
Hon’ ble Minister in charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased 
to state whether a letter written by security prisoner Babu Jatindra 
Chandra Hoy to his cousin Sreemati ltashmoni Pal on the 14th October, 
1941, has been withheld? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reason therefor? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of sending 
an intimation to the security prisoner when his letter is withheld? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (o> Yes. 

(b) The letter referred to Jail administration which was objectionable 
under Bengal Security Prisoners Rule iff, a eop\ of which is placed in 
the Library. 

(c) This is done under rule 23 of the Bengal Security Prisoners 
Rules. 


Unstirred Question No. 76. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJI : Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what is the policy of the Government as regards 
stimulation of the production of hand-spun yarn to make up for the 
shortage of supply of yarn ? 

Mrs, HA8INA MUR8HED* Sir, I have already said that the 
questions to be answered by the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah 
Bahadur, of Dacca, should be held over. 
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• 8eheme for constructing a bridge over Gumti river in Tippera. 

• 

77. Maulvi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: {a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Communications ami Works Department be 
pleased to state whether there is any scheme before the Government for 
the construction of a bridge (pucca) over the Gumti river, near 
Companiganj Bazar in Tippera? 

(b) If the answer to (//) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state when the scheme is likely to be taken up for 
execution ? 

MINISTER in charge of the C0MMUNICAIT0N8 and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. M. Shamsuddin Ahmed): {n) No. 

(b) Does not arise. 


Point of order. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. 1 noticed 
in the report of the Statesvuui of the Assembly proceedings held 
yesterday that there is an observation which runs thus: “At this stage 
a member delivered a speech which appeared to be entirely devoted to 
the support ot the Fascist party in Bengal.” 

Sir, we in this House had never heard anybody referring to the 
Fascist party existing in Bengal and did not know of any speech deli- 
vered like this. 1 submit, Sir, that this is a very wrong report and is 
deliberately calculated to undermine the prestige of this House. 1, 
therefore, submit that this is not a true and correct rejmrt of the pro- 
ceedings and the privileges of the particular newspaper should tie with- 
drawn as a first measure and thereafter if it continues to publish wrong 
reports about the Assembly proceedings in this wav other measures will 
have to be thought of. 

The Hon'ble Mr. SANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sir, it is a matter of 
deep regret that a responsible journal of the position ol the Statesman 
should have misunderstood the speech delivered by my honourable 
friend M r - Goswami. I am particularly pained, because the Statesman 
has taken a very reasonable attitude and has given consistent support 
to the Government in all its ameliorative and defence measures. (CYies 
of “question” from the Muslim League Opposition benches.) 

Sir, the impression left by Mr. Goswami 's speech was that the 
honourable member emphasised that in such difficult times it was neces- 
sary that responsible journalists should avoid provocative writing of any 
sort and, particularly, in the interest of successful defence, it was m*e- 
eminently necessary. That is the point of view which the honourable 
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member was stressing in bis speech yesterday and that is the impression 
which was left in my mind. And when I found in this mornings 
reporfin the Statesman a certain observation with regard to that speech 
which was certainly not borne out by the speech itself I thought that 
some misapprehension has been caused in the mind of the reporter or 
the sub-editor responsible for this report. 

Sir, I desire to say here and now that none in my Party has got the 
slightest leanings towards fascism and that we are out and out defenders 
of democracy for which we unitedly stand. And in accordance with 
the open declaration of the Leader of the Party, Mr. Sarat Chandra 
Bose, that foreign aggression should be withstood and resisted at any 
cost and that internal security must be maintained, we as a Party stand 
by that principle and programme. We are not concerned with wdiat 
has been done by the Government of India about which we have got no 
evidence before us, but we stand by the open declaration of our leader 
that he will do everything in his power to withstand and resist foreign 
aggression and maintain internal security. I know T that cries have been 
raised on the floor of this House and in some journals outside this House 
of a most mischievous and libellous character (There were inter- 

ruptions from the Opposition Benches.) Please allow me to proceed. 
This kind of howling will not do . 

(There was again disturbance from the Opposition' Benches.) 

Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: We are not prepared to allow ourselves 
to be cowed down by members occupying the Treasury Bench. 

The Hon'ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U. I hoj>e today you will 
allow me to have my say. I appeal to the Leader of the Opposition to 
see that members of the Treasury Benches get a fair deal at the hands 
of his Party and are allowed to have their say on the floor of this House 
on important matters. This is the minimum that we require. 

(There were again disturbances from the Opposition Benches.) 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : He has repudiated Mr. Subash Chandra 
Bose and Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose. 

% 

Thi Hoti’M# Mr. 8ANT0SH KUMAR BA8U: Sir, yesterday some 
outrageous and libellous statements were made against us two Ministers 
of our Party on the floor of the House on a question raised about tthe 
Forward Bloc. I am entitled to reply to the aspersions which were 
cast upon my party. (There were shouts from the Opposition Benches.) 
The Opposition members are trying to shout me down and I am n<yt 
going to submit to it. I say here and now, Sir, that the Forward Bloc 
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outside this Assembly is a party with which my party in the Assembly 
hrfs got no concern whatsoever. (Cries of “Oh, Oh”, from the Opposi* 
tion Benches.) # 

Mr. Syed ABDUL MAJID: On a point of order, Sir. Is he rele- 
vant at all? 

The H on ’We Mr. 8ANT0SH KUMAR BASU: Yes, Sir. I say also 

that the Forward Bloc has not been declared a subversive organisation 
by the executive authorities of the Government, and I say, Sir, that my 
party 

Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: On a point of order. Sir 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : I am deciding a point of order now. 
You may raise your point later. 

The Hon’ble Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: I say that all these 
allegations against the Forward Bloc cannot touch me. 

Nawabzada K. NASARULLAH: They are true. 

Mr. ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: You are a fifth columnist. 

The Hon’ble Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Somebody says “fifth 
columnist”. 

(There were aguin disturbances from the Opposition Benches.) 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order. I have to decide the point 
of order raised by Dr. Sariyal. In that connection I expect some 
observations from the Hon'ble Minister. I did not see the paj>er this 
morning but my attention has l>eeu drawn to the observation made in 
the Statesman, sjlefore I decide to withdraw the privileges now enjoyed 
by this paper, I propose to refer this matter 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: This is grossly unfair. You have 
got the paper before you. We will not allow this matter to be 
shelved* 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order. I>. Sanyal, please sit 
down. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Please for God’s sake don’t have the 
matter shelved. Please have courage to give your decision: I hope you 
will rise to the occasion, as you did when you stood in the Beadon 
Square and gave your verdict. 
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 have nlready said that the observe 
tion of the newspaper concerned is very much objectionable and intoler- 
able add it infringes the rules and privileges of the House. f I for myself 
gay that if this sort of erroneous reporting is continued by this pauper 
I shall withdraw the privilege which is now being enjoyed by this paper 
in this House but before I do that, I think it would be fair 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Give them firtt warning. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I shall refer this matter to the Privilege 
Committee or if you insist on decision being taken now, I shall ask both 
the leader of the Opposition and the leader of the House to express 
their opinions on this particular aspect. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I do insist, Sir. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Before 1 hear the respective Party 
Leaders, 1 shall ask the Leader of the Opposition if he agrees to express 
his opinion first with regard to the observation which has appeared in 
the Statesman. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: You my please ask the Leader of 
the I louse* to express his opinion first. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: You leave that matter to me. I have 
asked the Leader of the Opposition to give his opinion. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: May 1 appeal, Sir, to you not 
to have a discussion on this point in 1 1 lie House? Call them to your 
Chamber and talk it over. But before you take one step forward, 
please get the official report of the speech of Mr. T. C Goswami before 
you because we are now discussing* a very important matter which 
affects the privileges of the House and I do not wantTt to be discussed 
in the heat especially as the machinery to-day has broken down. Please 
call them* into your room and talk it over. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: I do not at all agree with that 
suggestion. We want you to give your decision now. There is another 
poiut of order coming. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Unfortunately some.. other matters have 
been dragged in. 1 have got the official version with regard to the 
remarks made by Mr. Fnzlur Rahman, the Hon’ble Dr. Mookerjee and 
Mr. Farhad Rasa Choudhuri. If you want, I shall take the official 
version of the speeches delivered and give my decision, but that will 
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Bot improve the situation. A copy of the Statesman also is here. If 
you insist on my decision now, I shall take the opinion of the JLeader 
of' the House first. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K, FAZLUL HUQ: I entirely ugree with my 
friend, Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi, that the official version of the pro- 
ceedings should be first obtained and along with that I make a further 
suggestion that a reference should be made to the Statesman also as to 
what it has got to say with reference to this matter. It sometimes 
happens that remarks are made in newspapers by irresponsible person* 
without the knowledge of the authority and we should, therefore, first 
like to know what the Statesman has got to say. 

Dr. NALIN/^KSHA 8ANYAL: This appears in the official report 
of the Assembly proceedings as published in the Statesman and the 
mischief has already been done by publishing it. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ : 1 am here making this 
suggestion, and it is for you either to accept or to reject it, that the 
Statesman should be first asked to explain what they have got, to say 
in this matter. 

• 

Dr. NALIMAK8HA 8ANYAL : When the paper apologises, we 
shall consider whether to restore the privileges but for the time being 
action should be taken. That is also the procedure followed in the 
Central Assembly. 

Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I also personally feel that to be able 
to give areal honest opinion Mr. Tulsi Chandra Goswami’s speech ought 
to be made available to us here. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: His name is not mentioned. How 
can you fit the cap on Mr. Goswami’s head? 

Mr. DAVID HENDRY: T h ave not seen the report in q nest ion and 
I suggest that before this matter is considered by the House, we must 
have all the papers in our hands. I entirely agree with Mr. Abdur 
Rahman Siddiqi that the whole matter should be considered — both the 
official report of Mr. Goswami’s speech if that is the one referred to and 
the explanation of the Statesman as to whether they agree with that 
report. * It is impossible to decide the issue until we have all the 
evidence in front of us. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I have now had 
the advantage of reading the report in the Statesman,* It is, I think, 
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grossly unfair. We all listened to the speech of Mr. Goswami and jm 
far a§ I remember — and I remember everything perfectly — Mr. 
Goswami was criticising the Statesman for a very provocative article, 
Mr. Goswami was entirely in the right. In these circumstances I 
entirely support the point of order raised by Dr. Sanya! that privileges 
of the Statesman should be withdrawn till that paper apologises. If 
and when apology is made we shall consider the nature of the apology 
offered a^d again extend the privileges. 


* Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: May I rise to a point of order, Sir? 
I would draw the attention of the House to a very serious matter. 
While the Hon’ble Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu was speaking, some of the 
honourable gentlemen belonging to the Opposition interjected saying 
that he was a Fifth Columnist. I beg to submit that it was unjusti- 
fiable and highly unparliamentary. 


The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U : May 1 just say to 
those who call me a Fifth Columnist that they are themselves Fifth 
Columnists because they are impeding our war efforts and defence 
measures. 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: So far as the point of order raised by 
Dr. Sanyal is concerned, I feel it necessary to maintain the prestige 
of the House. I am of opinion that the Statesman ought not to have 
made this uncalled for observation with regard to the speech of 
Mr. Goswami. The Editor might have done that in a note. While 
reporting the proceedings of the Assembly this observation is absolutely 
uncalled for and 1 will give my decision on this along with other 
matters that have been referred to me on Monday. 

So far us Mr. Sen’s point of order is concerned, my attention has 
been drawn to some other similar remarks made at the time of the 
heated debate yesterday by different members. I have got the exact 
word used. I will also give my decision on those points of Monday, 
and, if necessary, I shall refer these matters to the Privilege Committee. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Then, Sir, the second point of 
order that 1 want to ruise relates to three parties, the Statesman , the 
Associated Press and Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi. We find on page 6 
of this morning’s Statesman a report published with a broad headline — 
“Ministers and the Oath of Allegiance” — which alleges that Mr. Abdur 
Rahman Siddiqi will move a resolution purporting to question the 
propriety of certain Ministers having declared their intention to break 
the law in some other adjoining province. I submit. Sir, hitherto it 
has been the privilege of this House that no member would seek to 
achieve cheap notoriety for himself by rushing to the Press with regard 
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to any resolution which he has actually tabled and given notice of. He 
might probably give a gist of the subject-matter he would discuss but 
the actual wording of the resolution given notice of or proposed* to be 
given notice of, which may or may not be accepted by the Hon’ble 
Mr. Speaker, raises an important question of privilege, because it 
fetters the band of the Speaker of the Assembly in regard to the 
admissibility or acceptability of such a motion. I think the publica- 
tion of such a report is an absolute infringement of the privilege of 
the House. In this matter I submit that the Stutrsimm bus been guilty 
ot publication, the Associated Preifs guilty of circulation thereof, and 
Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi s guilt knows no bound. 

Mr, ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Sir, 1 will offer an explanation 
to the point raised In Dr. Sanyal later on. 

The point that I want now to raise is that the constitutional effort 
has been to establish a collective responsibility of Government. We 
heard the Hon ble Minister tor Ivocal Self-Government today standing 
in the House and talking as the leader of a portion of the Government 
party. I should like to know whether a Minister ran change his garb 
from an official status to a limited private status of a leader of a small 
portion of it because any word that falls from the mouth of any Minister 
may he construed as a statement on behalf of Government. The point 
requires clarification at your hands. They should not abuse their official 
position and brow -beat us by using hot words in this hot House 
especially when the cooling appartus has failed and by giving opinions 
which belong onl\ to a section of the Progressive Coalition Party. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: On a point of 
personal explanation, Sir. Open challenges were thrown out to two 
members of the Cabinet and to the Party to which they belong within 
the Progressive Coalition Party and I think it is common fairness on 
the part of those who have thrown out that challenge to allow those 
who have been attacked to have their own say by way of an explanation. 
And I do not think that my esteemed friend, Mr. Abdur Rahman 
Siddiqi should have gone so far as to suggest that 1 was not within my 
rights and that I could not exercise my privilege of explaining ray 
position and that of my colleague, the Hon’ble Mr. Banerjee, os well 
as of our party within the Progressive Coalition Party, which I 
represent. I think Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi has misunderstood the 
position and ought to have realised what I was really* doing. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: So far as your observation is concerned 
this is a romtitutional question and I will have to see what are the 
practices followed in this House and in the British Parliament and I 
will give my decision on this point on Monday. 
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Regarding the other point, certainly no such observation should be 
published in the newspapers before it is admitted by the Speaker or T)y 
the Deputy Speaker. I have not got any such notice yet ; so I will see 
whether notice has been received by the department or whether it has 
been adinittd by the Ilon’ble Speaker and I will either refer it to the 
Privilege Committee or I will give my decision on Monday. 

S|. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Sir, I stood up and 
wanted to speak on this point. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have given my decision. Do you 
ward to raise a fresh point of order? 

8). NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: No, Sir, I want to speak 
on this point. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: I have already given ray decision on 
this point. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: On a point of order. The Ilon’ble 
Minister for Local Self-Government has taken advantage of the motion 
of Dr. Nalinaksha Snnynl to give a personal and political explanation 
for his presence on the Treasury Bench and for his acceptance of office 
under the aegis of Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose while at the same time 
repudiating his leadership and repudiating his connection with the 
forward Bloc. Now, Sir, this raises a very important question as to 
why and under what garb he is there as a member of the Treasury 
Bench, and 1 submit, Sir, that this irrelevant matter having been 
raised by him on an entirely different issue he has thrown open the 
question to the House for discussion. 

Mr* DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Mr. Suhrawardy, what is your point of 
order ? 

Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: My point of order is to give us an 
opportunity to discuss that point which he has raised. 

The Hon’ble Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BA8U: On a point of 
personal explanation in answer to what has been stated by Mr. Suhra- 
wardy under the garb of a point of order. Sir, when I started 
lhaking a statement I confined myself entirely to what has appeared in 
the Statesman. Then there was an interjection from the Opposition 
“What about the Forward Bloc?” Thereupon I was drawn into making 
a statement, with regard to that point and Mr. Suhrawardy lias again 
gone wrong when he says that I have repudiate<Ttoy connection with 
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the Forward Bloc. I have no connection with the Forward Bloc. I 
once again say and my party is not Forward Bloc in the Legislative 
Assembly. Nor have I repudiated the leadership of Mr. Sarat. CfSandra 
Bose. He is the Leader of my Party even now and as such we hold 
fast to him even today. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sr, may I point out 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : 1 wish to point out 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order. Please sit down. Yes, 
Mr. Shamsuddin. 

Mr. K. NOORUDDIN: Sir, before you begin 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, please 

Mr. K. NOORUDDIN: Before you begin 

(Tries of “sit down”, “sit down” from Coalition benches. ) 

• 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Nooruddin, \ou are obstructing the 
proceedings of the House. 1 have already asked Mr. Shamsuddin to 
speak. 

Mr. K. NOORUDDIN: Before the HoiTble Minister speaks 1 wish 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Sit down, please. I have ulready said 
that I will give my decision on Monday. 

Yes, Mr. Shamsuddin. 

DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 

XVII v ate#— Irrigation. 

The Hon’Me Mr. SHAM8UDDIN AHMED: Sir, on the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor I heg to move that a sum 
of He. 83,97,000 he granted for expenditure under the heads “XVII — 
Irrigation— Working expenses”, “1H— Other Revenue Expenditure 
financed from Ordinary Revenues”, “18 (1) — Other Revenue Expendi- 
ture financed from Famine Relif Fund”, ”19 — Construction of Irriga- 
tion, Navigation, Embankment and Drainage works financed from 
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Ordinary Revenues” and “68 — Construction of Irrigation, Navigation, 
Embankment and Drainage works not charged to revenues.” * 

With the amount provided on account of charged expenditure the 
total budget provision under these heads is Rs. 36,73,000 as against 
the current year’s budget grant of Rs. 35,13,000. The increase is due, 
as I shall presently explain, mainlj to provision for special repairs to 
the Anderson Weir of the Damodar Canal Project under the minor head 
“Maintenance and Repairs”. 

Sir, I wanted to speak now but I believe it will be better if I make 
my speech after my friends have moved their cut motions. 

Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 33,97,000 for expenditure under the heads “XVII, etc. — 
Irrigation” be reduced by Rs. 100. The object of the motion is to 
raise a discussion about the failure of Government to provide adequate 
funds for improvement of existing village communications in the 
Province of Bengal including the existing waterways in the Eastern 
Bengal districts. 

1 also beg to move that t he demand of Rs. 33,97,000 for expenditure 
under the heads “XVII, etc. — Irrigation” he reduced by 11s. 100. The 
object of the motion is to raise a discussion about the failure to execute 
the scheme of re-excavation of river (’bandana as a system including 
Kumer and Barasia in the district of Faridpur. 

Sir, I may be pardoned that I mention the districts of Eastern 
Bengal in particular for by a close studv of the Irrigation Budget of 
Bengal I find that in matter of Irrigation, Eastern Bengal in particular 
has received a step-motherly treatment all along in the hands of the 
powers that he. The Hon’hle Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed is my particular 
friend siuce my childhood and he belongs to a village in the subdivision 
of Kusthia which is just on the border line of East and West Bengal. 
In extreme western part, of the province — in the districts of Birbhum, 
Bankura, Burdwan, Midnapore, Ilooghly and Howrah — the problem 
there is properly speaking Irrigation for one purpose only, that is, 
agricultural purposes, whereas in Eastern, Northern and Southern 
Bengal Irrigation problem may be classified under different heads — 

(a) Drainage as village communications, measures of public health, 

sanitation, agriculture, industries and trade. They are 
small schemes but are innumerable. 

( b ) Resuscitation of dead and dying rivers — in major schemes. 

In the year 1940 the Government for the first time appreciated the 
importance of the smaller schemes by decentralisation although the 
major schemes had attracted their attention two or three decades ago. 
But as ill-luck would have it machines of God move very slow and 
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sunshines of Bengal Government moved slower still, I shall not, how- 
ever, demolish the buildings on the north of the Laldighi nor shall I 
drown them into the waters there. I shall only with all humility try 
to establish how the problem has failed to attract the imagination of 
the authorities. 

With a view to cause dredging of the rivers, five dredgers were 
purchased at a cost in the neighbourhood of two crores of rupees. Heavy 
loan was taken from the Centre. It was almost before my birth and I 
am an old man now. The dredgers are rotting near Gopalganj. 
‘'Foyers” cost us Its. 50, ()()(). “Alexandra” Its. 21,500. “Cowley” 
Its. 12,000, “Burdwan” Its. 4,000, “ltonaldshay ” Its. 15,000 as recur- 
ring cost for their upkeep. The total is Its. 82,500 annually. When 
the question of repairs comes it is a fabulously high figure for that 
year. Average expenditure per annum is never less than a lakh of 
rupees. The House will have nothing to its glory when 1 tell you how 
that loan was paid and how before the Niemeyer Award the province 
was kept in the position oi perpetual bankruptcy. Anyhow it is a fact 
that the dredgers are lying idle without any work worth the name. It 
is not to our credit that up till now there is no definite project before 
the country for which the dredgers can Ik* utilized in near future. Thi* 
is an unfortunate situation. 

Next as I told you, the rivers and channels in Bengul are dying out. 
The effect is a* calamity for Bengal as a whole and is disastrous for 
Eastern Bengal. Eastern Bengal had too many of rivers and rivers gave 
it the prosperity it had and rivers are in their dying condition and the 
people are also dying of disease and pestilence. Those that judge by 
tile surface will not probably believe me that ahnormul drought and 
abnormal flood and consequent failure of crops is also due to the degene- 
ration of the rivers and channels. 9 

There was probably no Government in Bengal when the Britishers 
gave us the great boon of the railway and the District Boards started 
the construction of roads There was probably no Government, ulso 
when the Central Government decided to take out irrigation channels 
through the semi-desert tracts of upper India from the upper ridges of 
the river Ganges. However, there is no use in our worry over the past, 
It is a fact that man made causes and nature causes have worked 
together to cause the death of our rivers ami death by strangulation of 
other streams and channel". The result is stagnation here and stagna- 
tion there, blockade here and blockade there Water in low flood does 
not pass over the blockades and paddy plants and jute plants are 
scorched to deatli when there is abundance of heavy shower from heaven 
and in high flood blockades passed over the rush of water cause havoc 
in the countryside .by destruction of crops in a day by an 
increase of level of the water in stagnated areas by 0 or 7 
feet in six hours. Stagnated areas abound in shrubs and 
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jungles and the pest of water hyacinth reigns in the country side 
in the rivers, beels, channels, dobas and everywhere. Mosquito is said 
to he ‘the cause of malaria. I wonder how it is not yet known to our 
friends in power that men, women and children are counting their 
days for advent of the angel of death. In my subdivision of Goalundo 
and the Sadar subdivision of my district depopulation is the word. 
Village after village has ceased to contain human abodes and they with 
their jungles are abodes of wild animals. Of the birds “K 00 ” live 
there in abundance. When I complain of my place I do not lose sight 
of the miserable condition of the district of Jessore almost as a whole. 
Nadia in many parts has gone beyond recovery. Dacca is attacked also. 
Mymensingh is affected in parts. I have meagre knowledge of the 
other parts of the province. 

Leaving aside the condition of rural health agriculture is as much 
on its way to ruin as health. I shall not dilate upon it as I have no 
time. 

Head the census figures. Increase of population is everywhere but 
the subdivision of Goalundo has recorded a reduction in the two 
successive operations. Look to the census figures of the places I have 
referred to and he convinced of the truth of my assertion. Now what is 
the remedy? Improve the village communication by .improving the 
existing waterways. This done as a system will give us hack health 
and wealth and food although it is essential that t lie big rivers also 
shall not be allowed to die. 

In the absence of co-ordination the Government is wandering about. 
Any Secretary of a Department is jealous of hi** friend of the other 
department. Finance Secretary is the most rotten. 

Bengal is a deficit province in food articles. You are taking pro- 
tective war measures. You will spend money. Do that and save your- 
selves. But my prophecy is that village communication by boat and 
by road is your need. Still more so for war purposes — to get a morsel 
of food in the metropolis. Encourage the villagers to produce paddy. 
Give up jute which you shall not he able to sell. Have village channels 
opened as war measures. Railways may not be able to help you. 

Now, Sir, in regard to bigger projects the Government policy is well 
declared by their conduct and action for over 20 years. The dredgers 
stand to sa\ that you art* going to dredge rivers. The project of the 
Clmndina is as old as I am now. Estimates have been framed times 
without number. Money also was sanctioned some time. Now after 
the contour survey has been finished and the results studied, hydraulic 
data collected and levels seen, eye survey of tj^e Engineer furnished, 
you cannot have any more of talking out the subject. Your predecessor’s 
commitment is there, estimate drawn is there. The only question is 
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of money. After you have the income from the Sales Tax and also 
frdm Raw Jute Tax and from Finance Tax you maj not for God’s sake 
talk of shortness of funds. 

If rivers and channels are given hack their life, we are brought hack 
to life. Don’t indulge in the game of killing people in tin* rural areas 
just for comfort's sake. 

The Eastern Bengal districts have all their similar problem*. North 
Bengal also has some. The districts of J ensure and Nadia also should 
not be kept out of consideration. I know your experts have made a 
study. I have knowledge of a few localities only. I may he pardoned 
that I do not give details of the claim of the sister districts whose nines 
also are near to my heart. 

My recommendations are: (*/) Improve village communications not 
only as measures of communication only hut also as measures of public 
health, sanitation, irrigation, trade and industry; (b) do not insist on 
local contribution; (c) rejuvinate the dead and dying rivers by making 
use of the dredgers you have and use small excavators where quicksand 
baffle you in your hand digging; (d) compel the railway and the District 
Board to give free flow' to the channels and rivers. Compel them to have 
more of openings and causeways on their lines and roads; (e) the rail- 
way and District Board should be compelled to have continuous drains 
on both sides M flic roads just to remove unhealthy condition by con- 
necting the pits lying in isolation. 

Do not for God’s sake sa\ that Irrigation is a separate business from 
Rural Reconstruction, and Public Health and Agriculture are not your 
concern. It you are a Government for the j>eople, effect a co-ordination 
of your activities in the different departments. 

Mr. HARENDRA NATH DOLUI: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I 
beg to move that the demand of Its. 33,97,000 for expenditure under the 
heads “XVII etc. — Irrigation” he reduced by Rs. 100. 

va ff J Tt Ore , "f^TP'fTT^T! Wzfa 4^51 rsn f | 4 CTO 

‘3 wdu, *f*p, cron. . frn tfofe bto? 

iwitpfwi firsts m yr-ytm to tptfrs tos 1 faTOi 

weft cm $ c**fikw w* t i vfhrrs ftt* ^cto* 
<7THl, Tfff t9 I 

4 $ ^srtiTO wfcm tott* fro? to* 

iffm fr^ff? tot to 1 fin TO ! ?t*«n rrocTOTi 
rTO m to tos 1 ?t*TO c?* Ttff, ot* w, cif 
jpfeT^ fr-TOt? 1 fro? TO fc? 1 tl ffi *ii- 

? # 4* ev toto to r 41: 41 t ff s ro ? 
Offt ?TO ?Tfr* n^tfinr* to ? 
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TOtorc cRftpr TOn to ft ft| toc^h ? 4 t*rc*fo ^ft" 

7 T 5 vitfai ft ftg£ <r$? TO c<ro <to*, to $r 

tjfOTRrart oftrsffis TOfor fcwfro to toi ft toc^ i toi 
or^us *tt$ <$ft3M •$ cro ftstofa ^ ^ fcfai tfft to* *rtto 
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TO^rft ftnr ftnr <3c^ wro i *ffanR tr^ ifft* rrs «tto 
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ftTOiw Rtft fto «£g ftTO'R ‘a ?m ftrstcR ^g ftwRg ^tTO s t TOt^ f 
?^=mR ^iftnr %rr ft^ ftTO. '^frroTOuR TOn 
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wsfa? <& tssmt (row c’lf ^wsn. ■wr-wmi ^ fact 

'*Prc? ^ I 4? T W=T5fST5T Tfol 5fPf ^tPf 94 4W ?T5 «lt^W U C9ff 

^ tpp rn ^1 1 

C* contour survey^ &fj 'Jfa Qtfrf 7 Ttfl 

<jt\«Ti sew? f^F *n 131 sift ^ \5fa c^i w&ri ^Ft^T^^fY 

^ St 9 lfC5 *fT*£b ^ I 
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*afwi 

( > ) 7 Tftl trf'ZfflyV *p>ttJ*tVWC<1 survey ^1 vftHVP I 
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^tr^n^Ti ?ni ^ 1 

(0) ^Qfin spill area C*'9^1 St^ ^T7 *ffa ^rft Xfa? 

^frs rfl, Cre 30 si ^n 4*; a w?r wfir few 

*rtc b*b . si ^f** 71 ^ vmrv 1 

( 8 ) *rt frstt'-ft ’9 ^Tf> fasten Vffft C*M WffOT sfT^fWt btfifS 

*1 r?T — c=r^ tf^fss rs?n ^fts 1 

(a) ■SRfrS H] Pfo ’Soft’? ^ ^fsprt^T *P, ^ rg, St? «RT faft< 
3 t?:^ 7 wi "<^ ^ !^r?rtv% i 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I beg to 
move the motion standing in my name that the demand of Rs. 88,97,000 
under the heads ‘’XVII — Irrigation — Working K-pen sen — 18 — Other 
revenue expenditure financed from Ordinary Revenues —18(0 ) — Other 
Revenue Expenditure financed from Famine Insurance Fund — 19 — 
Construction of Irrigation, Navigation, Embankment and Drainage 
Works — B — Financed from Ordinary Revenues ami OH — Construction 
of Irrigation, Navigation, Embankment and Drainage Works’" be 
reduced by Rs. 100. The object of the motion is to raise a discussion 
about the continued failure of Government to formulate and adopt a 
comprehensive scheme for the improvement of drainage and irrigation 
in the province and to set up a suitable administrative machinery for 
the same and in particular — 

(a) failure to treat the Irrigation Department as a nation-building 

department free from the limitations of a Commercial 
Department ; 

(b) failure to establish the River Research Laboratory in spite of 

assurances; 
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(c) failure to devise large irrigation and drainage schemes for 

waterlogged, insanitary and declining areas of the province; 

(d) failure to promote and assist local bodies in the execution of 

smaller irrigation and drainage works in pursuance of the 
new policy of decentralization ; and 

(e) failure to make adequate protection for important towns and 

other populous areas from erosion and floods. 

Sir, you know the stupendous failure of the Department in various 
respects and 1 only picked out u few of them to draw pointed attention 
thereto. 1 hardly need any speech in support of the motion as 1 know 
we are all very much hard pressed for time this morning. I shall only 
briefly refer to the budget figures to point out how repeated assurances 
have been held out in the past and how the Department has signally 
failed to satisfy the public demand and even to act up to their own 
assurances given on previous occasions. 

On page 04 of the Red Rook is shown a list of reductions over the 
original estimates of the current year in the revised Rudget estimates. 
You will notice the deplorable admission of failure from items (1), (2), 
{3), (4), etc. These are: — 

(1) Postponement ot the scheme for draining the h*h and swamps 

lying to the north of Krishtopur canal. 

(2) Postponement of the scheme for widening the bed of the 

Kaliaghye River in the Mid napore district owing to some 
legal difficulties. 

(lit Postponement of the scheme for re-excavation of the Marjora 
kind in the Tippera district. 

(4) Postponement or smaller expenditure on the Bidyadhari Peali 

scheme. 

(5) Postponement or smaller expenditure on the River Research 

Institute owing to the delay in the selection of the site. 

For this a plausible explanation has been suggested as if the 
responsibility is not of the Department in regard to the selection of the 
site. 

((i) Abandonment on grounds of economy of the scheme for a 
garage attached to Digha Inspection Bungalow, etc. 

In the Budget also we find that no new ’'Scheme has been at all 
provided, for it is mentioned that only the~Nvorks in progress are being 
pursued. If you look at pages 133, 134 and 1 ">■"> of the Red Book, you 
will notice that there is hardly any scheme worth the name for which 
money is being provided in v th^ coming year's Budget. Taking up one 
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item for example, the establishment of an Institute for river research 
in, Bengal it will be noticed that a sum oi Rs. .'{0,000 has been provided 
for expenditure in the next year although it is estimated that •nearly 
Rs. (> lakhs will he required for creating tin* River Research Laboratory 
and for enabling it t »> function in a proper order. We do not know 
whether even that would he spent bccau.se in the current year we find 
that Rs. ‘JO, 000 was provided out ot which the probable expenditure 
during the current yeai i*> supposed t<> he only Its. *»,000 and 1 am 
doubtful of even that much being >pent. Sir. I do not propose to 
eiitei into tin* details. I would only humbly diau the attention of tin* 
House and ot the IVpai tiuciit thioiigh you, Sn. to my observations on 
the Iriigation Budget timing piexioits years and 1 have practically 
exhausted all the points that lt.nl it* be sanl m ibis connection 

I am at laid it will not tin I < »i Rcngai t o he left in tliis position 
from \ear to yeai hut l know the Hon’hle Minister, tot whom l hu\e 
the deepest sympathy. will i ome forward and sin that lie will try his 
best and that he should In* given a chance, lie being new to his office. 

But what 1 want to submit in this i mined ion is that although there are 

the officials of the depart incut who must ha\e been functioning and 
drawing sahmes -some ot them tut salaries I am not convinced (hat 
the depaitment is functioning piopetly Then* is an officer of the 
department — a* \cry highly placed officer w ho ought to have come 
forward with ttfcll-pieparml schemes but because lie may he retiring in 
the eouise of tin* next few months he has been doing nothing hut 
thinking toi himself and trying tor anothei job to which he is seeking 
to he re-employed, so that he nia\ get a comfortable berth r\en nffei 
liis retirement even though lie lias signally failed in his present job 
Tliis is the type ot otfieeis who are now controlling the litigation 
Department I hope the Hon'ble Minister who is a new man in the 
line will exercise his intelligence and study in such a manner that he 

may not tall an easy prey to such designing persons but hold an 

independent view and pursue an independent policy of his own 

Sir, nobody knows more than what m\ friend, the Hon ‘hie Minister, 
does of the deca lent condition of the <ential part of Bengal, coining as 
he does from the district of Nadia. For the last five \cais 1 have been 
crying myself hoai*c b>r some such schemes being adopted which would 
give real relief to the decadent areas. Schemes were drawn up by local 
bodies also but. a- 1 have already stated, the local bodies weie not 
helped in the matter of preparation of schemes because while they hav** 
no technical knowledge rHey have been deprived of all help from the 
technical experts of Government when a previous Secretary shoved oil 
the responsibility of Government in the matter on to the shoulders of 
the local bodies by the wonderful device of the decentralization scheme. 
That decentralization policy, Sir, baa Jed to the improvement in the 
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sphere of road development. We have discovered that decentralization 
has distinctly led to delay in progress of work. As a matter of fact, 
Sir, when this decentralization policy was first introduced two years 
ago, I did entertain that apprehension. It was then said, Sir, that as 
a result of decentralization smaller schemes could be taken up by local 
bodies and could be proceeded with greater expedition. Our experience 
during the last two years, however, has belied that expectation : rather, 
it has practically confirmed my apprehension that by decentralization 
you will never have progress of work unless Government immediately 
along with the policy of decentralization were prepared to have some 
technical staff allowed to be placed at the disposal of the local bodies to 
help them in pursuing smaller local irrigation schemes. Sir, the whole 
country has been crying for improvement in health, for improved 
conditions of agriculture and improved eomunication in rural areas. 
Irrigation stands as the bed-rock for achieving better public health, 
better agricultural conditions and better means of communication 
which can be achieved only if properly drawn-up schemes for irrigation 
of the province can he given effect to. Sii, I have my sympathies for 
the department, also, to some extent. I know that the department is 
very understaffed for the big problems that it has to deal with and yet, 
Sir, those at the top do not realise their own responsibility. 1 will give 
a simple example. With regard to the establishment of a, river resea ich 
laboratory we were told that until a rivci research laboratory was 
established it would not be possible for Government to pursue any big 
schemes so that it was incumbent on Government to establish that 
laboratory with as much expedition as possible and promises were held 
out to do so even before the outbreak of war. But nothing has yet been 
done and it is very difficult now to proceed with the scheme because 
machineries and other equipments are now difficult to obtain. That 
leads to the impossible situation that we cannot proceed with any big 
schemes without first having established a river research laboratory and 
that a river research laboratory cannot now be established because we 
are in the midst of war. This is a vicious circle. Something must he 
done, Sir, to break this vicious circle. We insist that there should be 
a thorough revision of the whole irrigation programme of Government. 
Even after the river research laboratory is established, it may take 
years before scientific men would be able to come forward with definite 
recommendations based on important data which it would require some 
time to collect. Sir, I do not know what Government intend to do in 
the circumstances. Important schemes like the Hooghly-Howrah 
Flushing Scheme of Central Bengal which are real irrigation improve- 
ment schemes have been held up and even minor schemes have not been 
proceeded with although I know that as far back as in 1937 some such 
schemes for Nadia and Murshidabad were drawn up and placed for 
examination before respective * superior officers of Government. 1 
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suggest that some of those schemes should be takes up now and that 
we should not allow the war or any other exigency that may arise 
infmediately now or in future to stand in the way of our pursuing some 
measures which will bring relief to the country and for this jfbrpose 
all the various aspects of our irrigation problems referred to in (a), 
(6), (c), (d) and ( e ) of my motion should receive consideration at the 
hands of the present Ministry. 

With these observations, Sir, I commend my motion to the accept- 
ance of the House. 

Mrs. NELLIE SEN GUPTA: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, it is very 
trying to sit in this closed chamber when the cooling plant lias failed. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: I am sorry, Mrs. Sen Gupta, I am 
quite helpless in the matter. What little I could do 1 have done by 
opening all the doors and windows in the upper part of the Chamber. 

Mr. M. A. F. HIRTZEL: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, 1 shall only 
say one or two words on this subject. While acknowledging the 
enthusiasm of J)r. Sanya] for this subject I can only wish that the 
same enthusiasm were demonstrated by other members of this House. 

I would oitlv add that 1 think it will be very unsound in principle if 
this H ouse makes attacks ot the sort that Dr. Sanya! has thought fit to 
make on the permanent officials ot Government . 

1 submit. Sir. the ultimate responsibility tests not on the permanent, 
officials of the depaitment. The ultimate responsibility rests upon the 
Ministers and the member** of this House to see that their duties to the 
public are properly discharged. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir. 1 did 
not east any reflection on Kuiopean officers but on an Indian officer. 

Dr. 8HARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJI : Sir, I beg to move that 
the demand of R>. 33,97 JMMI lor expenditure under the head “XVII, 
etc. — Irrigation” be reduced by Us 101). The object of the motion is 
to raise a discussion about — 

(1) the failure of the Government in giving effect to the Mour 

scheme in the district of Birbhum, and 

(2) the failure of the Government in deepening and extending 

the Bakreswar Canal. 

Mr. I8WAR CHANDRA MAL: Sir, I beg fo move that the demand 
of Rg. 33,97.000 for expenditure under the head “XVII, etc.--Irriga- 
1100“ be reduced by Rs. 100. The object ot the motion is to raise a 
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discussion about 'failure of Government to make any effective scheme 
to drain out rain water even of Contai and part of Sarpai basins, for 
many years allowing the people to be ruined for ever (district Midha- 
pore, ^Contai subdivision, G’ossye division). 

Sir, I also beg to move that the demand he reduced by Us. 100. The 
object of the motion is to raise a discussion to draw the attention of the 
Government to take up the Kaliaghai Scheme and to finish it before the 
rainy season to avoid flood, not to throw away the scheme on the flimsy 
ground of law and to save the poor people ot Contai from devastations 
of flood to make the Irrigation Department to be a little bit careful 
before every rainy reason by way ot making special arrangement to 
guard the Bandits. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Its. ffff,07,000 tor expenditure under the head “XVII, etc. — 
Irrigation” be reduced In ID. 100. The object ot the motion is to 
raise a discussion about the following: — 

(1) Failure of the Government to give effect to the scheme regard- 

ing the Gumti embankment in the district of Tippera with 
a view to prevent annual breaches in tin* embankment 
causing destruction ot crops over a large area. 

(2) Postponement of the scheme ioi the re-excavation of the 

Murjol# Khal in the district of Tippera, provision for which 
was made in the budget ot the year 1 D4 1 -4X? 

(ff) Postponement ot the .scheme toi draining the hil< and swamps 
King to the north ot the Kristopui (’anal, provision for 
which was made in the budget ot PM 1-42 

(4) Deepening of the liver Titas in the district ot Tippera in many 
places especially near Akhaura. 

Sir, 1 beg to submit that the scheme regaidiug the Gumti Embank- 
ment has been hanging fire tor the last 100 years although we have 
been crying hoarse and crying in vain. 

Rai Sahib ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: Sir, 1 beg to move that 
the demand ot Rs. ff4.07.000 tor expendituie under the head “XVII, 
etc. — Irrigation” be reduced by Rs. 100. The object of the motion is 
to raise a discussion about the Ghuni-Jatragachi Scheme in the district 
of 24-Parganus. 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: Sir, almost all the 
movers have complained about the lack of policy, lack of any planned 
scheme and the lack of staff for executing even the meagre schemes 
that we have at present. Sir, in view of the criticism that might be 



1942.] 


DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 


hi 


made against Government and in view of the speeches that mi^ht he 
delivered, 1 have prepared a speech luv^elt. I will rend out that 
speech before the House and 1 think m\ triends will ho satisfied about 
the policy ot the Government wlneh ha*, been reaebed after mature 
deliberation 

Sit. in mo\ing tins demand tor the Irrigation grant, I feel 1 must 

remind the House that we had no hand in training this budget which 

had been planned ami settled by out predecessors m office. Within the 
shoit time \\r had at mil disposal, it was n < » t practicable |*o*iiiakc anv 
ladieal alterations in this huduct which has t n be presented, as tt was 

ttamed undei the shadow ot this oiea: wat which flateil on the Kai 

Eastern front lhe tmaneial unpin atoms of the budget as ,i whole 
h*U e already been explained at length bv m\ uni t hy colleague, the 
Hon hie Finame Minister, and 1 need not repeat them beyond saving 
that we li.ne been « misnamed tor want ot funds i.» drasiieally curtail 
oil! ploirramine ol in u expenditure dining the lomino \eai W hile 
this bolds good ot t:,e budget js a whole, another i m poi t a ii i factor 
which has speiially .I fte» fed ad\e|sely the many-sided heiiefieia! 
art 1 vi ties ot this n.il io«i-hu i Id ini! department ot wlmli 1 .mi in i barge, 
is the gradual depiction ol our siipmnu slab in ron s f -i | Hem e ot the 
deputation ot mil tlallod alid r\ j»ei leiieed rxciuiivc engineer' to meet 
the nil le.i'ltli; demand tor elli: I Dei .fllili s,.| y lees tnj the s||i,i'sslul 
piiiM I lit loll ot the yy.it 1*011? ot "II? } \eiiilm Kulm tieei who Were 
Europeans, had to he icJimu! foj jitm military duty at the beginning 
ot the win. and two nmie ot out senior oflneis with a large number of 
trained ottieer.s and subordinates had to be plait'd at thr disposal ot 
the Government ot India in omno turn with lhe deten< e work In 
consequence normal armihes of the department had to be < in tailed 
to some extent, and I am afraid )1 will be necessary to Mirfail them 
iurthei as tin* war jno;Me.'is If yyill liownei, be mv endiayoiir to 
see that neither the works \yhi<h had already been commenced, nor 
sue!) new works as are impe:ati\ch urgent are put off as t u i us 
practicable. 

The House yyill now realise- why oiilv two new works have Keen 
provided for in tin* n»*\t ye ar s budget Thes<- |w<* s< Ikmik*« Ka\e been 
selected because of their imperative' iirjjuii \ One of 1 }»♦*-.,. which has 
been provided te»r in the Irrigation budget amis at the- impio\ e-ment of 
the drainage ed the mu them h/l area of the Mad.mjiur liil Route in the 
district of Faridpui. for wlneii tlie-re- ts a ke**n and insistent local 
demand. Frequent complaints were made by tin* local people about 
serious drainage congestion in this area and His Excellency the 
Governor in reply to the address presented to him at Faridpar on 
the 24th July. HMU. informed the local public that a scheme to 
eliminate or reduce drainage congestion in thi* area had been under 
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been designed to remoye this standing complaint of the local people 
who have been suffering very much both physically and materially on 
account of water-logging which is a menace to their health and to 
agriculture, in particular to paddy and jute in the Northern Bil areas 
which remain under water for the major part of the year. As the boat 
communication is the only communication in the locality it will be 
benefited by the scheme which will afford facilities for navigation also, 
providing as it does, for both drainage and navigation channels. The 
scheme was drawn up after a detailed contour survey. The estimated 
expenditure for the work during 1942-43 is Its. 10,000. 

The other new scheme provided for in the budget under the head 
‘‘Loans and Advances” — advances under special laws is the Panipia 
scheme drawn up with the object of affording relief to the drainage con- 
gestion in the Confai subdivision of the Midnapore district. The scheme 
is imperatively urgent in view oi the pressing need for relief to the 
drainage condition as the late Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Revenue Department saw for himself in August, 1940, when the floods 
were at their highest. The scheme was at first drawn up under the 
provision of the Bengal Agricultural and Sanitary Improvement Act 
(Act VJ o! 1920). But the dilatory procedure as provided under this 
Act is unsuitable to meet the exigency of the situation when speed is 
an all-important factor. It has, therefore, been decided to take up 
the scheme under the Embankment Act. The estimated co*t of the 
scheme is approximately Rs. H lakh* of which Rs. 10,000 will be 
required for expenditure during 1942-43. 

Among the new works which were provided for in the current year’s 
budget, the following are worth mentioning: — 

(1) Improvement of the Bemorta Khal in the district of Khulna. 

(2) Excavation of a chord cut from the old Kumar river to the 
Fpper Kumar river for improvement of the Lower Kumar river in the 
Faridpur district. 

(3) Improvement of the Dhurang Khal in the Chittagong district. 

(4) The Bidyadhari-Peali scheme in the district of 24-Parganas for 
the relief of drainage congestion in the south and south-east of Calcutta. 

(5) Draining the hih and swamps lying to the north of the 
Kristopur Canal (Ohuni-Jatragachi scheme — 24-Parganas district). 

((») Improvement of the Karnapara Khal in the district of Dacca. 

(T) Improvement of the Marjora Khal in the district of Tippera. 



1942.] 


DEMAND FOB GRANTS. 


# S53 

• (8) Establishment of a River Research Institute in Bengal, about 
which my friend Dr. Sanval has spoken just now. 

Of these the scheme for the improvement of the Marjora Khal in 
the Tippera district has been abandoned, as after further investigation 
and survey this scheme has been found to be technically unsound. I 
beg further to inform the House that the scheme for draining the bits 
and swamps lying to the north of the Kristopur Canal (Uhuni-Jatra- 
gachi scheme) has been postponed owing to the Corporation of Calcutta 
not having completed the construction of their dry weather flow channel 
for the drainage of sullage of Calcutta, which is to serve as the outfall 
of the proposed scheme. 

The works in connection with the rest ot the schemes have, however, 
been started during the current year and further provisions for their 
progress as well as for the progress and completion in some cases of 
other schemes started during the previous years such as the improve- 
ment of the Aurora Khal in the Hooghh district, improvement of the 
Tolh's Naln m the 24-1’argunas district, flood protection in the right 
bank of the Dumodui river, in the llurdwan district, drainage of the 
llhedra lh\ in the Nature Subdivision of the Rajshahi district, reclaim- 
ing the silted-up Madhumati river in the Khulna district, contour 
survey of North Bengal and diversion of the Noakhali Khal in the 
Noakhuli district have been made in the budget for the next year. Of 
all the new schemes on which work has been started this year the scheme 
for the establishment of a River Research Institute in Bengal is most 
important and 1 shall deal with it later. 

The total provision for works including surveys in progress in the 
next year’s budget is Rs. 5, 89, MM) as against the current year's budget 
grant of Rs. 5, 81, 0(H). In addition to this sum there is a further 
provision of Rs. 50,000 for grant-in-aid to the District Boards in 
furtherance of the new policy of decentralisation which was inaugurated 
by the late Ministry for execution of comparatively small projects of 
purely local importance in accordance with the new policy of decen- 
tralisation. I have not been long enough in office to express a definite 
opinion on the new policy beyond saying that although several District 
Boards have come forward with their schemes the response has not been 
as satisfactory as was expected, and that w'ant of competent staff 
trained in Irrigation and allied subjects has also hampered the 
successful prosecution of this policy. In view of the important facts 
mentipned above which have a vital bearing on the success of the 
scheme, a reconsideration of the whole matter appears to he called for. 

As regards other items of expenditure, viz., maintenance and 
repairs, tools and plant, establishment, both voted and charged, 
suspense, etc., provision* have been made in the next year’s budget 
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Htrictly in accordance with the normal requirement, of the department 
except .under the head "Maintenafiee and Repair.” ahere „ Z 

r 8 '" «*• ' -ver the normal grant ha, Un " at 

for special repairs to the Anderson Weir of the On. 1 r 1 

::::: ;:r 

also la i n .1 slight \ a i i.i l jon due to noinial giowfh In ,he 
provision toi establishment , haio,.s , \ , ,t ,.,f , v . 

.., 1 .. , I , , ' -No piovision has I, eon 

, *"• ''\|iond,n„e on, ot ,1„. Government 

' U> '"'I t". o\ pend 1 1 l,i*o out Ot ,| M . 

• - 





up and iplo.od tioiu t |,e 

• mivoi n Hit'll t ot India's set oiol o,..„„ , " 

‘t: * *•"'!' ! h " "lad , 1,0 

ploldollls « h loll non 1 1 out the It, p., ill I ,,lld have |„ ,, ,.| , ' 

— if, Ins on,, tan land is ,1 . J”. , > 

J,'.' 1 ’ '!! lini1 ' '<• 'he dutei ini at ion 'ol",'!!,,' 

M ' tioent, no, s V stems It ,s lemaikablo t.,,,.' HMU „ (||( . 

1 1 1 1 H at ion Do pin I nielli < ’on (ten. I't.itt. 'il.a, in sj,„e ,,t ,|,e gior 

"npoitanee ot the ineis o, Bengal and thei, l.iHileiie tl.e heal, h and 

neSadelr i! V I ''"' ,u "'- '•eon singularly 

^ l,,, """" , -e “"frhl have gone t, lithe, and added thi't 

'i'Tl '**" —»■' 1 'heir distributaries 'and spill 

Channels have been dclibcatoh inteiteled with as the case of the 

H,,rd,„ K e Budge I am no, g g into the detailed discission ala..,, 

h cons rue non ... bridges. partieula.K „„|, reteienee to the Hanii.Je 

, • j M ' the 'traction „t the ruilwav and other 

bridges „s gone to a very great extent in retarding the work of in ' . 

, , ' ' h ; 1>r,,l,l, ' m in the resuscitation of the dead 

and dying riven, of Bengal. The mischief which a net-work ot railway 
lies and roads with an insufficient number ot inadequate waterway's 

::;r , ° 1 " ,e ,ii,, “ rai -'^"^c or w,„er „ f .1* iw,.; 

, 7"°“, e as ,ar 08 l ,ra, 'i < ' a hle before the main rivers can be 

revived and made to function as in the days of yore. This is bv no 
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me*m$ an easy task which is rendered all the more difficult b\ reason 
of the fact that our major ii\eis on which depend all the rest ef the 
lesser waterways, transcend all political boundaries. Since out major 
livers originate in and tlow through the bonfering Provinces and States 
tor considerable lengths it i> (dear their efficient conservation does not 
depend on our effort alone but on tin' co-ordinated eHorls of all the 
Provinces and States King within their catchment basins through the 
agency of 1 ntet-Provjjicial organisations K\en as regards rivers which 
lie entireh within the hoidets ot Hcnga! the\ luo-tK depend on these 
major rivers for then " u pj>l \ and then resuscitation and coiisen at ion 
would obviously b(* mi possible unless the paienf ebaumds eould be 
efficiently eoiiscr\ed It will, ibeieton. be clear that the pioblem has 
to be attacked both on the 1 utei - Pi o\ no'ial and Piovimial liniits In 
tai t the tormer is more important as ihe sidulum ot e\eii those aspects 
of flood .mil other problems whnh can be dealt with within the Piovin* 
eial sphei e. sin h ic i in ]>r o\ emeu I ot tin spill < hannels. provisions ot 

spill areas. <0( . is not Skmv to '»< sm»-"dul in the long run unless 
simultaneoiisK steps ,,?*• i.il.i n through the agenev ot tin r Intel* 
PioviiMial ( 'oiiiiiijss| ( ,r,s to s|up the mis. ho’ ,il u - soiu > •>. \ \v. , 
tnirnnii'ing tin mi* of rnu-ofr .md soil denudation whnh are giaduallv 
on llie no lease owing t ■ i intensive and often iml mu i uai e dmaftoro* 
station in the " alt liment lia'iie, giving figlou and li'ghe* floods, 
more and moie*s||i < linking the river < hannels .iml less ami less dty 
weather How witli do^Mer oim . oii'cij in m e n> tm* ana l!ov traverse 

We, theletore. att.o!i great impoilan-e to the I II lei - Pro\ l m la 1 
aspei ts ot our me] piobhnis and 1 am glad to hi abb- to in t < » f in file 
House that a eorisidet a hie piognss h alic.idv been made towards 
constituting- a Commission to deal wni. the hrahmaput r.i and .Meglinu 
livers and i !. * i r tributaries and anothei <<• deal with the Ganges and 
her trihutaiies In tact as regards the tormer. on receipt of definite 
proposals agreed to bv rbe tiovernnienis of Ife/iga I and Assam, a 
contereloe ot representatives <*i ProVlfoe- and States /olieeined Will 
convened in ('aleiilta bv t he ( iovn nment ot India m Januarv last under 
the Chairmanship of Hon ble Sir Feroze Khan \oori which I had the 
privilege to attend. It was de< nled at tin- contcfcioe t fiat tin* 
proposed ( ’ommi'Mon should h< < .instituted hv mutual agreement 
among the par tiripating Piovmm and States and that it should 
consist of two section- 1 , viz., an Advisor v Coiim il (onsisting ot technical 
experts and a Governing body consisting of Ministers and Chief 
Administrative Officers <»f States communed to <ontjo! the poli< v and 
Nuance . 

Or. MALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Are you quite Mire of your state- 
ment? 
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Tht Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: Yes. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA IANYAL: Sir Feroze Khan Noon said there 
definitely that the scheme could not be taken up because your Chief 
Engineer was not ready with the scheme. It was a scandalous affair. 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: Whatever Sir Feroze 
Khan Noon has said you might have heard 

Dr. NALIplAK8HA SANYAL* Please do not read out things 
which are not true. 


The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAMSUDDIN AHMED: You have got the 
habit of interrupting persons. I am not in the habit of reading out 
an untruth. Please listen. 

it was also decided that I should serve a* Chairman, and the Chief 
Engineer, Bengal, as Secretary of another conference of representatives 
of Provinces and States which we are to convene shortly for considera- 
tion of the terms of agreement, a draft of which has since been 
prepared by the Chief Engineer and is now under examination in my 
department. 1 hope to be able to constitute this commission in the 
course of the coming year. 

Regarding the (ianges Commission the report of the Interim 
Committee appointed by the Government* of Bengal. Bihar and United 
provinces with the object of drawing up the necessary constitution and 
functions is now pending Indore the Government. Owing to certain 
difficulties which have arisen it is proposed to deter further action till 
after the Brahnmputra-Meghna Rivers Commission has been consti- 
tuted when, with a precedent to guide us, those difficulties are likely 
to be solved. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYYAL: W ill you take the opinion of 
the House before you constitute the Brahmaputra Commission? We 
are definitely of opinion that this should not be constituted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: Referring to those 
aspects of our River problems on which action coaid be taken within 
the Provincial sphere the first requirement was to collect the essential 
data so that we can proceed on scientific lines. With this object in 
view Government, with the approval of this House, have undertaken 
extensive contour surveys. Surveys in Eastern and Central Bengal 
have already been completed and as I shall mention later, many com- 
prehensive Irrigation and Land Flushing projects have been prepared. 
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Surveys in North Bengal are now in progress. As a result of the 
surveys already made the following schemes have been Already 
prepared : — 

Estimated cost 
(Approximate). 

Rs. 

1. Howrah-Hooghly Flushing and Irrigation Scheme 

(districts Hooghly, Howrah and Burdwan) 3,10,00,000 

2. Moor Reservoir scheme — a purely Irrigation Scheme 

(districts Murshidabad, Birbhum and Burdwan) 3.00,47,000 

3. Darkeswar Reservoir project — a purely Irrigation 

Scheme (district Bankura) 1,14,10,000 

4. Central Bengal Flushing Scheme (districts Murshida- 

bad and Nadia) ... ... 47,45,000 

5. Satkahonia Irrigation Scheme (district Burdwan) . . 4,40,000 

0. Dolong Bil Drain age Scheme (districts 24-lhirganas 

and Khulna) . ... ... 0,17,000 

7. Datbhan^i Bil Drainage Scheme (districts 24-Par- 

ganas ttnd Khulna) . . 1.73,000 

8. Improvement of drainage and navigation of the 

Northern Bil areas of the Madaripur Bil Route 
(district Faridpur) 07,000 

0. Panipia drainage scheme in the Contai subdivision of 

the Midiapore dGtiirt ... 1,50,000 

Of these the last mentioned two schemes have been provided for in 
the budget for the next year as already stated. The remaining schemes 
are under the consideration of Government. 

During the pendencx of the war with uncertain market conditions 
and with so many restrictions on the sale and transport of materials 
it will hardly be practicable to take up the construction of these major 
schemes of development which are so urgently necessary to ameliorate 
the present deplorable condition in the various parts of Bengal and 
which b\ the way, can be made to pay their own way under, the 
provisions of the Bengal Development Act. But it is necessary to 
prepare them in detail, complete all the preliminaries which will lake 
considerable time, and keep them ready for execution, so that there 
may not be any avoidable delay in launching a comprehensive construc- 
tion programme soon after the war is over. This will also be helpful in 
finding employment for thousands of men now employed in various war 
activities but who will be thrown out of employment after the war is 
ended, thus creating a serious problem which the Government will 
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otherwise find it difficult to so Ivt. But with gradually increasing 
deinurftl* on our already inadequate trained staff by the Government of 
India in connection with defence my department is finding it more and 
more difficult to continue its activities in this diiection. The House 
will no doubt agree that in the present abnormal situation the require- 
ments of defence should he given the first priority but, subject to this 
limitation, l can assure the House that all necessary steps will be 
taken to make these Development^ schemes ready tor execution uirh the 
least possible delay . 

Another important preliminary is to establish a River Research 
Institute in Bengal Bengal was created and nourished h\ her nvcis 
through centuries Slu* owed her ancient pio>pent\ mainly to her 

magnificent Riyer sy-t**m and hci present dec.ulem e in se\oiaf p.ri- 

is due to then detei im.il ion It is. thetelnie, not only to hci own 
intejest tliat she should ha\ea fully equipped I tM it ule w bet e !e>eaiihc^ 

oil the sullied ut It 1 \ cl I oil v I \ a II ' \ coll 1 d lie r o 1 1 ( i U > It'll Oil «.<• mil I i II ■ 

lilies hill li . 1 V l n *.'• legaid to large »i\ei mileage whuh she jvi^csms ,m 
compared with her mze. it m a d n t \ and obligation w hmh w- *.wi t j 
cmli/ation a" it is only b\ such icmmuIks tliat human know ledge mi 
the subjc'l ran adxance Besides, and thm m perhaps more important 
from the point o! Mew of the fn\-pa\ei. to ciniic success oj the 
proposals prepaied b\ our Engineers. < listing \as| - u t , , oi money !>v 
iiecessatv adaptation and elimination ol >u< h ot them a- cannot b*Mi 
the si i'll I i li \ ot t(‘s|. it U \m\ nei-ess.iiy 111 tin- mteiesf of economy. tliat 
silch proposals should lir^l he tested hy models m the proposed Iri'litutc 
at a trilling cost before they ate taken Up tor e\e*ution. The House 
Ini'- nlteady appto\ed ot the ptoposal to establish a ]{i\ei Reseat ‘h 
Institute in Bengal hut. uu lor tuna tel\ . owing to jin ditlnuli\ ot 
proetiting the sej vices ot a suitable Piteiloi to take charge ot the 
Institute il could uol he stalled duting the etntent year Necessaiy 
pi i in i n *m v work ha>, however, been taken up and m consultation with 
I ) i . N . I\ . Bose ot the Punjab Institute a site mi the B;ma<kpore Trunk 
Road has been finally selected 1 hope to he aide 1o start the Institute 
dui ing t he next \ eai . 

Sir, 1 have not been long enough in office to be able to say whether 
tlie policy which governs and regulates the man\-"ided activities of the 
DejKUkliienl calls for any change In speaking 1 of the problems which 
this Department has to deal with it is customary to speak ot the health 
and economic prosperity ot the people at the same breath. This is 
natural, seeing that the decline in agriculture which is the mainstay of 
Bengal has been accompanied by an increase in the incidence of malaria 
which takes a heavy annual toll of human life and debilitates the nation. 
This aspect of the problem was stressed with great emphasis by Dr. 
Bentley who saw a close and casual connection between a rise and spread 
of malaria and agricultural decline in the province and suggested flush or 



1942 .] 


DEMAND FOB GRANTS. 


359 


inundation irrigation during the flood season as a reined) tor this social 
and economic disease. This view did not And support with the Govern- 
ment of the day nor with their technical experts who. in the authori- 
tative opinion ot Sir William Willrocks, had tried every s\st?m oi 
iirigation other than the system of "overflow'’ irrigation which the 
latter opined was the ancient system ot irrigation so well suited to the 
condition'' of Bengal. In the opinion ot this great engineer who has 
spent his whole lifetime on irrigation works and in irrigated countries 
this ancient system of overflow irrigation alone is capable of bringing 
back tin* <dd prosperity of the country by combating malaria and 
ensuring a rich harvest of fish and rice -1 w u principal items in the 
dietary of the Bengal peasantry. Bet me quote the exact winds ot Sir 
William : — 

"That the ancient inigation ot Bengal is alone capable of Imaging 
back the old prosperity of the country i> amply home out by what has 
happened in the last seventy years. The Irrigation Department lias 
tried its hand at even kind ot Irrigation except tin* ancient inigation 
The icsuliing poverty of soil, destruction of fish, introduction of 
malaria and congestion of the rivers have stalked the canals and banks; 
and the country is strewn today with the wrecks ot useless and harmful 
yyoiks Bet a return be made to the ancient irrigation ot Bengal; and 
the country will he touched a> with a magician's wand, and unit 
ancient prosperity will be at your very doors. This will be so because 
the ancient irngation ot Bengal was flood irrigation and not perennial 
inigation. as I have shown in paragraph -T2 of mv second lecture 
You i very ii\eis are rousing you to action. The Ganges has wearied ot 
the engineer pi doing nothing to train it and has trained itself. It has 
put life info its old waterways Fake ils action a> a summons from 
Heaven, enter upon your rich heritage of well-aligned and well-placed 
canals, and may God he with you in all voir do." 

This is essentially what is known as a “benefact ion" measure, and 
this was exactly what Dt Bentley advocated as being specially suited 
to the conditions of Bengal where malaria stalks high with “tendv and 
gradual decline in agriculture and the economic condition ot the people 
1 am som to say lliat rliis beneficial measure which was so sftongl) 
recommended by two great and reputed authorities --one on malaria 
and public health and the oilier on irngation. did not receive t lu- 
amount of attention it deserved at the hands ot the Government pi the 
day. It shall be my endeavour to see how far tiiis line of action can 
be made to fit in with the programme of rural reconstnn fton. This 
might involve a new orientation, if not, a new change of the policy 
which has hitherto been followed in the matter of irrigation, in that 
it would involve a greater degree of co-ordination of the nation-building 
activities of Government than has hitherto been practicable. As I have 
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already submitted before, it has not been possible for me to chalk out and 
formulate a definite policy in the matter and I am not in a position to 
make a definite commitment with regard to it, though I have no hesita- 
tion tb say what is, in my opinion, the correct method of approach. 

> it- 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: May I remind the Hon’ble Minister 
that the question will be put at 10-30 ? 

TIM Hon’bla Mr. M. SHAM8UDDIN AHMED: Please allow me 
to finish. 

Before I conclude I beg to say that with the danger of war now 
looming large before this country with the fall of Singapore and also 
with the fall of Rangoon, the situation for Bengal and Bengalees is 
perilous and the people of Bengal long unaccustomed to the hearing of 
the booming of guns and long unaccustomed also to undergo the hard- 
ships, travails and sufferings that follow in the wake of a present-day 
warfare. The unarmed and untrained erores of once tardy and 
prosperous Bengal population are passing their anxious day s and nights 
in fear of an actual invasion by a foreign power. No one knows when 
the people of Calcutta will hear the roar of aeroplanes and the dropping 
of bombs from those planes which would cieate havoc and destruction 
on the people of Bengal and no one can realise the still more anxious 
situation through which the people of Chittagong are*. pacing their 
days and awaiting any moment an actual invasion by land. Sir, placed 
as we urc in this dangerous situation it is difficult tor me to lay before 
you any fresh programme of constructive scheme just at present or to 
make any definite promise of early execution of those big projects that 
are now under examination. What 1 piopo^e i* that I shall tr\ to 
examine the scheme 1 have told you and (ioveinment would try to 
push forward a scheme wherein the future of Bengal, the Bengal of 
our dream wherein there would he no seope to think in teims nt com- 
munities and compartments and wherein again the mighty livers would 
play their prominent part in shaping the destiny id the nation and the 
half-clad, ill-fed, mularia-sti ieken Bengal peasantry would he the 
most happy, contented and prosperous peasantiy ever weie conceived 
of by the introduction of a planned system of irrigation. 1 know our 
path is strewn with difficulties but with confidence and courage and 
with the active help and co-operation of the population of the province 
ami with the help of Providence we shall he able to make Bengal as 
prosperous and healthy, wealthy as it was in the days of yore. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 will now put the motions to vote. 

The motion of Maulvi Ahmed Ali Mridha that the demand of 
Re. 33,97,000 for expenditure under the heads “XVII, etc. — Irriga- 
tion” be reduced by Us. 100, was then put and lost. 
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The motion of Mr. Harendra Nath Dolui that the demand bf 
Rg. # 33,97,000 for expenditure under the heads “XVII, etc. — Irriga* 
tion” be reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the demand of 
Rs. 33,97,000 for expenditure under the heads “XVII, etc. — Irriga- 
tion” be reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Maulvi Ahmed Ali Mridha that the demand of 
Rs. 33,97,000 for expenditure under the heads “XVII, etc. — Irriga- 
tion” be reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Sharat Chandra Mukherji that the demand of 
Rs. 33,97,000 for expenditure under the heads “XVII, etc. — Irriga- 
tion” be reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Iswar Chandra Mai that the demand of 

Rs. 33,97,000 for expenditure under the heads “XVII. etc. — Irriga- 
tion” be reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Iswar Chandra Mai that the demand of 

Rs. 33.97.000 for expenditure under the heads “XVII, etc. — Irriga- 
tion” be reduced by R*. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta that the demand of 
Rs. 33,97,000 for expenditure under the heads “XVII, etc. — Irriga- 
tion” he reduced by Rs 100, was then put and lost. 

The Motion of Rai Sahib Anukul Chandra Das that the demand 

of Rs. 33,97.000 for expenditure under the heads “XVII, etc.— 

Irrigation” he reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Rou ble Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed that a sum 
of Rs. 33,97,000 lx* granted for expenditure under the heads “XVII 
— Irrigation — Working Expenses JN — Other Revenue Expenditure 
financed from Ordinary Revenues— 18(1 )— Other Revenue Expenditure 
financed from Famine Insurance Fund — 19— Construction of Irriga- 
tion, Navigation, Embankment and Drainage Woiks— B — Financed 
from Ordinary Revenues and OS — Construction of Irrigation, Naviga- 
tion, Embankment and Drainage Works”, was then put and agreed 
to. 


50 — Civil Works and 81— Civil Works not charged to Revenue. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED; Sir, on the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum 
of Rs. 1,43,04,000 be granted for expenditure under the heads “50— 
Civil Works” and “81— Civil Works not charged to Revenue”. 

Sir, 1 may mention that this figure excludes a sum of Rs. 11,98,00(1 
on account of charged expenditure so that the total budget estimate 
comes to Rs. 1 ,55,02,000 inclusive of establishment charges on Civil 
Works. 
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* Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Sir, I beg to move that the demand 
of Us. 1 ,43,04,000 under the head “50 — Civil Works” be reduced by 
Hs. 100. The object of the motion in to raise a discussion about the 
policy and principle of the Government in regard to this matter and 
about the grievances of the Muslims in connection with the direct 
recruitment as well as promotion in the department and other matters. 

Sir, under this head our revenue receipt for 1942-43 is Rs. 30,82,000 
while our budget estimate for the year 1941-42 was Rs. 41,33,000, that 
is, our revenue for the next year has been under-estimated than the 
current sear by Rs. 4,51,000. 

Again, from the actual receipt of 1938-39 which was Rs. 29.00.000 
only it has been increased this year by Rs 7} lakhs which is to some 
extent satistuctorx . By this I intend to show that the receipt under 
this head (’ommuiiioatioiis and Buildings Blanch, can be increased 
to an enormous scale it it is ably and efficiently handled bv pursuing 
a well thought-out clear-cut polie\ and programme. 

Sir, out ot this receipt of Rs. 30.82.000 how much do wc get on 
the item of rent -only 4.00.000. while the Bengal Government is to 
undergo the expenditure of a huge amount per annum for hearing 
rents of main liiied houses throughout the Province for Government 
offices undei the different portfolios. If the Government prepares a 
thorough scheme alter surveying the Province that so iAau\ buildings 
are still required for the different offices at different places under each 
of such portfolios and so many buildings are required tor the Govern- 
ment servants toi letting on rental system, then if this department 
persistently by its able and efficient officers begin to follow that scheme 
to woik out b\ erecting buildings, I think in some years to come 
Government may come to such a position that its revenue may under 
this head on the item of rent only rise to 40 lakhs instead of 4 lakhs 
as it stands now. 

And this policy can he expressed more clearly as the policy of 
erecting buildings for the rest of t lie Government offices and Govern- 
ment servants, who live in private persons’ houses, under every depart- 
ment in an exhaustive and comprehensive manner as far as practicable 
on rent system. 

On the expenditure side we find that about 12 lakhs of rupees have 
been budgeted less for the next year than that of the current year. 
Sii. the budget estimate for 1942-43 is Rs. 1 .50.02.000 while that of 
the year 1941-42 was for Hs. 1 ,08,31, 000. 

May I now ask, Sir, where there are no good road system in rural 
areas, no happy connecting link between town to town, city to city, 
far less to speak of short-cut district town to district town, where many 
Government offices are conducted on private persons’ houses at an 
enormous cost— why this year’s budget has been estimated so less? 
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Now, Sir, coming to the next point, this is a department notorious 
for* its wastage by a handsome amount every year, corruptions and 
briberies are not foreign from here but rather reign supreme almost 
everywhere at some rate or other which should be removed. 

Next, Sir, in this department the grievances of the Muslims are 
manifold and multifarious. Sir, I know I may be called by some of 
my friends of Congress and Hindu Mahnsabha as communal, ns I 
speak of the interests of the Muslim community to which I am very 
proud to belong. Sir, what the so-called national leaders and friends 
think is that what they say and do, however bitterest commuualism 
they may have are all national and even their laughs or cries are 
national, but wih respect to the Muslims, in spite of their usual frank- 
ness and tolerance, liberality and magnanimity of heart, they are 
communal. Their legitimate rights and privileges are usurped for 
ages and centuries, the\ are exploited, exploited and exploited to the 
last penny as a whole in every sphere of life by many vocational or 
non>vocational people of their sister communities with honourable 
exceptions indeed, but still if an\ of their such long-aggrieved victims 
raises his head from slumber, raises single finger he is communal. 

However, Sir, as the department stands. I crave your indulgence 
to place before the House for its information the grievances of the 
Muslims with respect to services 

Sir. in the Irrigation Branch there an 1 Chief Engineer on 

Rs. if, 000 and less, who is not a Muslim; 3 Superintending Engineers oil 
Rs. 2,150 and less, who are not Muslims; 0 Executive Engineers on 
Rs. 1,375 and less, who are not Muslims; 5 Executive Engineers on 
Rs. 1.000 and less who are not Muslims; IS Assistant Executive 
Engineers on Rs. 750 and less, of whom three only are Muslims; 10 
Assistant Engineers on Rs. 0)0 and less, of whom 4 arc Muslims; 4 
temporary Engineers, of whom only 2 are Muslims; i.e., out of oO 
onl\ II in the lower ranks are Muslims, i.e., only 22 per cent. 

Now, Sir, coming to the Communications and Buildings Branch, 
there are 2 Chief Engineers on Rs. 3,000 and less, but there is not a 
single Muslim in that post. There are 5 Superintending Engineers 
on Rs. 2,050 and less aud none is a Muslim. There are 4 Executive 
Engineers on Rs. 1,375 and lens and none is a Muslim. There are 2 
Executive Engineers on Rs. 1,300 and less and none is a Muslim. 
There are 10 Executive Engineers on Rs, 1,000 and less and none is u 
Muslim. There is 1 Assistant Executive Engineer on Rs. 900 and 
less and he is also not a Muslim. There are 19 Assistant Engineer# 
on Rs. 750 and less and none is a Muslim. There are 23 Assistant 
Engineers on the scale of Rs. 150 — GoO of whom 9 are Muslims. So 
out of 60 only 24 are Muslims, that is only 13 per cent, are Muslims. 

Again in the Electrical Circle there is one Superintending Engineer 
on Rs. 2,150 and less and he is not a Muslim. There are 3 Executive 
24 
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Engineers on Rs. 1,400 and less and none is a Muslim. There are 3 
Assistant Engineers on Rs. 70ft and less but none is a Muslim. "So, 
of 7 In the Electrical Circle none is a Muslim. Such is the misfortune 
of the Muslims for which we want an effective remedy gradually. 

Sir, one point more and then I finish. With respect to the distri- 
bution of contracts, the Muslim contractors are the worst sufferers. 
Sir, over a crore and a half including that of the Irrigation Branch 
are spent almost every year for the purpose, but how much the Muslim 
contractors get therefrom — perhaps only one per cent, and a half. 
Sir, on this point 1 beg to suggest that a percentage not less than fifty 
be fixed on estimate money which should go to the Muslim contractors 
in all Government contract works if there is no dearth of Muslim 
candidates anywhere. 

Sir, in the interest of the public at large — Hindus and Muslims — 
we welcome a new’ era in the hands of the new’ Minister the Hon’ble 
Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed in this department. 

Sir, with these remarks I commend both of my motions to the 
House for acceptance. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, in 
an atmosphere of unreality it is difficult to speak but I shall finish 
what I have got to say in a few words. Sir, 1 beg to move the motion 
that stands in my name, viz. : That the demand of Its. 1/43,04,000 under 
the head “50 — Civil Works” be reduced by Rs. 100. The object of 
my motion is to raise a discussion about — 

(i) the general policy of the Government; 

(it) the delay in carrying out the works begun; and 
(<o) the small amount allotted for development of roads in the 
Chittagong Division under the Executive Division, Chitta- 
gong. 

With regard to the general policy I shall finish what I have got 
to say in a few words. At page 24 of the big book — Civil Works in 
the Bengal Presidency — it will be found that a sum of Rs. 57,30,150 
has been provided for buildings, both original and repairs, and a sum 
of Rs. 50,00,800 has been provided for Communications, both original 
and repairs. I beg to submit, Sir, that the policy in spending more 
on buildings than on communications, as will appear from page 4, is 
certainly to he condemned. I know. Sir, that big buildings at a huge 
cost are constructed for educational institutions and there remains 
nothing for really educational purpose. I know, Sir, that big 
buildings are constructed for hospitals and nothing remains for pui- 
chase of instruments, for purchase of medicine, and the whole amount 
is spent for construction of big buildings. This sort of spending on 
buildings is to be deprecated. 
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Then, Sir, it is of no use to talk about corruption and bribery in 
tlfis department. So long the department was known as Public "Works 
Department; it was really a Public Waste Department and 4 hope 
that henceforth definite steps should be taken by Government tor 
driving away corruption and bribery from this department. 

Before I go to the other subject 1 wish to draw the attention of 
the House to the fact that so far as the Road Development Fund is 
concerned about Rs. Ml. In, 000 has been transferred from the Central 
Road Development Fund but still there is no likelihood of this sum 
being spent. 

With regard to the delay in taking up tin* work, if you refer to 
page 24 of the book, you will find that most of the items have been 
taken up long before. I know that item No. 87, that is, Comilla- 
Muinamati-Daudkandi Road, was taken up in the year 1935; *o-day 
in the year 1942 the work lias not yet been completed. As this work 
has not been completed in the course of 7 years, no other works can 
be taken up in this district. You know, Sir, that this is a road which 
leads from Daudkandi to Chittagong. It is known as the Trunk Hoad 
and a Pilgrimage Rond and it is one of the most important roads of 
the province. Only metalling and modernising 30 miles of this road 
has taken 7 years. The road from Daudkandi to Chittagong is more 
than hundred miles, and if for metalling and modernising 30 miles 
it has taken 7 years I am quite sure that at least 25 wars will be 
necessary for modernising the whole road. 

Again, Sir, if vou look to the other items- - items Nos. 88, 89, 90, 
91, 92, 9d and 94 — you will find that in ull these items the works were 
taken up some years ago— ■some in the year 193-1-30 and some in the 
early part of 1937-38, hut none of them have been completed. As 
regards item No. 97, that is, modernising Meherpur-Chuadunga Road, 
Rs. 10 lakhs was provided for 18 miles and up to J 94 1 -42 only Rs 1 1,000 
has been spent and this year it is proposed that a sum of Its. 1, 77), 000 
will be spent. 1 do not know whether that amount will be spent at 
all and I am quite sure that modernising these 18 miles road will take 
another 7 years. For the improvement of the road from Begumganj 
to Madali in the district of Noakhali Rs. 8,00,402 was provided in the 
year 1938-39 or 19d7-38 and up to the end of 1940-41 only Its. 45,737 
has been spent. Sir, the figures speak for themselves and if any 
improvement is to be done the works must be done expeditiously and 
properly. This is, Sir, with regard to delay in carrying out the works. 

Then, Sir, I refer to item No. (hi). A small amount has been 
allotted for the development of roads in the Chittagong Division under 
the Executive Division, Chittagong. If we look to the hook at 
pages 28-29, we will find that the amount that is proposed to be spent 
on road development work is Rs. 30 lakhs and odd. So far as the 
Chittagong Division is concerned, only Rs. 2,01,000 is proposed to be 
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•pent in certain portion of the Chittagong district. I do not grudge 
that Burdwan district alone has got a large share of Rs. 12,55,000 
while <.nany other districts have not got any share. I do not know 
why Burdwan has got such a big sum. So far as Rajshahi is con- 
cerned, no amount has been provided in the budget. I am quite sure 
that there are roads in the Rajshahi district which ought to be 
developed and modernised, but no amount has been provided so far 
as that district is concerned. Rajshahi is the most unfortunate district 
in that respect. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: It is not shown district by district. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: I know that, but the money 
ought to be provided according to the importance of the district. I 
do not like to prolong my speech, but if I refer to the importance 
of the district, I am quite sure that less attention has been given to 
the K astern Bengal districts than to the Western Bengal districts. I 
do not know whether I am right or wrong, but 1 feel it in this way. 
I hope that the Hon’lde Minister will pay his attention to this fact 
•Iso. Sir, I have thus drawn the attention of the House to three 
facts, namely — (1) (ieneral policy; more money should be spent on 
communication and roads than on buildings, (2) work should be done 
speedily, and (d) attention should be paid to all the districts- -not only 
to the Western Bengal districts but to tin* Eastern Bengal districts us 
well, so far as roads are concerned. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Western Bengal needs more roads. 
There ar«* many rivers in the Eastern Bengal. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Yes, but Eastern Bengal 
needs roads too. 

So, Sir, these are the three matters to which the attention of the 
Hon’ble Minister is drawn and I am quite sure that the Hon’ble 
Minister will take note of what l have said and will try to improve the 
matter. 

With these few words, Sir, 1 commend the motion for the accept- 
ance of the House. 

(Mr. Syed Abdul Majid rose to speak.) 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Mr. Majid, may I take it that you are 
not moving your own motion but will only support motion No. 81? 

Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJIDi Yes, Sir. I like to support my friend 
Mr. Dhirendra Nath Dutta who has just spoken on the general policy 
of Government in the matter of Civil Works. At least I would like 
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to support him when he says that the money which is provided for 
“Civil Works” should be spent after careful consideration. Now, 
Sir, I propose to confine my remarks to one particular item iSeludod 
in the budget under this head, viz., at page 7tt of the Red Rook, 
construction of buildings for the location of the headquarters of the 
district of Xoakhali at Regamganj. For a proper appreciation of the 
question, I like to give a little history of the case. The headquarter* 
was to be shifted to Maijdi about five miles north of the present head* 
quarter-! and a huge sum of IN. In lakhs had been spent in acquisition 
of land and in construction of buildings for (iovernment offices, in 
waterwoiks and other necessary works connected with the location of 
the headquarters. When everything was ready for shifting of the 
headquarters to Maijdi, representation was made by a large number 
of people against the shifting of the headquarters to Beguinganj, The 
Hon’blc Chief Minister Mr. Fazlul Huq. the then Revenue M mister 
and the then Commerce and Labour Minister paid a visit in the winter 
of f9d7 and decided to abandon and actually abandoned the idea of 
shifting the headquarters to Maijdi and appointed a committee of 
enquiry to select another site more suitable, for the location of the 
headquarters. The committee submitted a report which was not 
however unanimous, majority of the members suggesting that the 
headquarter** should he located at llcgamgnnj about 10 miles north of 
the prevent headquarter** and the minority advocating postponement 
of shifting the headquarters to Regamgunj, for very good reasons 
which will he quite clear from what 1 will submit just now to you. 
The land acquired and raised at Maijdi and most of the buildings 
constructed at a huge cost and the land has been lying fallow and the 
buildings quite empty and unused. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: This is a matter relating to the 
department of the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Land Revenue. 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Not land revenue. Money has been 
provided but has not been spent this year and another sum of IN. 5 
lakhs has been provided in the next \ ear's budget, lmt there is no 
chance of the work being taken up. 

Now*, Sir, as I was saying, the land at Maijdi has been lying fallow 
and the buildings quite empty and unused, lire shifting of the head- 
quarters had lieen considered essential at one time owing to the heavy 
erosion of the Xoakhali town by the river Meghan on the south and 
by the Xoakhali khal on the north and east. The erosion by the 
Meghna has stopped and a vast char extending over 7 or 8 miles on 
the south hus been formed and the erosion by the Xoakhali khal on 
the north has also been stopped on account of a dam being erected 
across the khnl and the water course diverted by cutting a new khal 
through the Baraighona char about half a mile north-east of the town. 
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As has just been mentioned by the Hon’ble Minister, Government spent 
last year more than GO thousand in construction of the dam across 
the Jclial and excavation of the khnl through Bariaghona with appre- 
ciably satisfactory result. There is no longer any apprehension of 
further erosion of the town in near future. Although the major 
portion of the town has been washed away one can reasonably expect 
that the town in the present site will again grow and be prosperous 
as before if it is allowed to remain here for some time. Extension of 
the present town will be quite possible in the land formed \n situ in 
the course of a few years. Government have sanctioned an estimate 
of Es. 40 lakhs for shifting the headquarters to Begamganj. Rupees 3 
lakhs was provided in the budget of the year 1941-42 and a further 
sum of Rs. 5 lakhs has been provided in this budget. In view of the 
hopeful position of the present town and also in view of the reply given 
yesterday by the Hon’ble Revenue Minister that the work would not 
commence this year due to war conditions and in view of the further 
fact that Noakhuli is in forefront of the danger arising out of the 
present war, 1 consider that it will be wise and safe on the part of 
Government to postpone the work of the new town at Begamganj for 
some time until the end of the war, for it will be extremely foolish 
if the shifting of the headquarters to Begamganj has to be abandoned 
after some time for want of fund or for any other re a. sop like that of 
Maijdi and it will be ruinous to those unfortunate, people whose 
hearths and homes are being taken away for a very meagre price foi 
the proposed town at Bagamganj. 1 would further suggest that the 
Government should immediately postpone the acquisition of land 
which is calculated to cause an irreparable loss to thousands of people 
of t lie area and cause unnecessary cost at a time when the Government 
is hard pressed for money. 1 would further beg of the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of Civil Works as well as the Revenue Minister 
to eousider whether it will not be in the interest of Government as well 
as in the interest of (lie people concerned to stop the work as soon as 
possible. 

With these words, Sir, I support the motion of Mr. Datta. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: It is no support to my motion. 
I do not agree with what you have said. 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Y ou may not. 

Mr. 8ERAJUL ISLAM: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I beg to move 
that the sum of Rs. 1,4^,(14,000 under the heads “50 — Civil Works” 
and ”81 — Civil Works not charged to Revenue” be reduced by Rtf. 100. 
The object of my motion is to raise a discussion about the Bongaon- 
Kamdevpur Road project in Jessore district. 
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Sir, I do not want to inflict any lengthy speech on the House at 
th£ fag-end of the day but on this particular subject I would like to 
draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Depart 
ment to the fact that this is a very important feeder road in the sub- 
division of Bongaon. Although this road is an inter-subdivision road, 
it has an inter-district connection in this way. This road is about 
30 miles long and it connects the Majdia-Kotehandpur road of the 
Nadia district which again connects the Eastern Bengal Railway 
station at Majdia. Again this road connect* the Calcutta-Jessore road 
which is a trunk road and which again, through the Navaran-Satkhira 
Road, connects the Khulna district. Therefore, this roud of the Jessore 
district servo as a connecting link between Nadia and Khulna districts 
running through the subdivision. Sir, this is a road of the rural areas 
of the subdivision and l can freel\ say that about three-fourths of the 
people of this subdivision have got to carry on their trade in jute and 
other country produce entirely through this road to get to the market 
at Bongaon which, you know, is a commercial centre. The Oalcutta- 
Jes.sore Road runs through the town of Bongaon which is a Railway 
junction on the Eastern Bengal Railway and the navigable river, 
Ichamafi runs across this town. So this town is a very good trade 
centre and three-fourths of the people of the subdivision have got to 
carry on their trade through this road. In view of its importance, 
the ltoad Development Officer. Mr. King, included this road in his 
road project and the District Board of Jessore, in their resolution, 
dated the 20th September, 1040, gave this road, among all other road 
projects, the first preference and strongly recommended it to the Road 
Board. In this connection, I would like to draw the attention of the 
Hon’ble Minister to the resolution of the Government of India re- 
garding the Road Fund. Paragraph S of the Besolution runs thus:-— 
“In considering the proposals for the construction, reconstruction or 
improvement of roads and bridges from the Road Fund, the Governor 
General in Council shall have regard to the present urgent need for 
improving the efficiency and reducing the cost of transport by road of 
agricultural produce to markets and railways.” 

Sir, hitherto the principle and policy of the Department have been 
to pay attention only to the trunk and bigger roads but I tbink 
the attention of the members of this House was drawn to the very 
important series of article* published in the Hvuyal Weekly by the ex- 
Finance Minister, the Hon’ble Mr. N. R. Sarkar, in which he urged 
upon the Government to pay special attention to the roads of the rural 
areas s6 that the business in country produce of the people might 
improve through the development of such roads, and specially the 
roads in the improvement project. This road, the Bongaon-Kamdevpur 
Road, is in the Road Development Project of Mr. King and the District 
Board has given the first preference to this road over all other roads iu 
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the district of Jessore. I, therefore, earnestly hope that the Hon’ble 
Minister will kindly see that the, : work on this road is taken up as ehrly 
as passible by Government. 

Sir, if I get a little time, I may tell the House that in view of 
the present war emergency the district town of Jessore and the sur- 
rounding areas have become very important places. Thousands of 
soldiers are to be seen there now. (Dr. Nalinaksjia Sakyal : Don’t 
mention that.) An aerodrome is also under construction and we 
understand that a road is going to be constructed connecting Jessore 
directly with Chuadanga or some other place nearby on the Eastern 
Bengal Railway for military purposes and in view of the fact that 
this road is also a road which may serve the purpose of connecting the 
Calcutta-JeHsore road with the Majdia-Kotecliandpur Road which is a 
very important metalled road. I would request the Hon’ble Minister 
to consult the Department to see whether t lie development of this road 
may serve the same military purpose for which some other road is 
going to be constructed soon. I hope t hat immediate attention will 
be given to this matter. 

With these few words, I commend my motion to the acceptance 
of the House. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I beg to 
move that the demand of Rs. 1 ,48, (>4,000 under the heads “oO — Civil 
Works” and ”81 — Civil Works not charged to Revenue” be reduced 
by Rs. l(l(). The object of my motion is to raise a discussion about the 
failure to adopt a comprehensive policy of road development including 
village roads and slowing down of the progress of work under the Road 
Fund Projects. 

My esteemed Deputy header lias already drawn the pointed atten- 
tion of Government to the latter part of my motion, viz., slowing 
down of the progress of work under the Hoad Fund Projects. I would 
like to draw attention only to some other schemes than what he has 
already mentioned and I shall conclude my observations on this part. 
The first of these are the Burdwan-Arambagh road project, the amount 
of estimate for which is Rs. 12 lakhs roughly and for which this year 
Rs, 20.000 only has been provided, the total amount spent so far 
coming up to Rs. 8 lakhs. It is presumed that it is not possible to make 
any further progrevss with regard to that road because of certain bridge 
construction. I do submit that so far as that is concerned, apart from 
the bridge portion* the road portion may possibly be proceeded with. 
Secondly, in the detailed budget of the Civil Works Department, on 
page 2’), the improvement of the road from Sainthia to Sultanpur in 
the district of Rirbhum will be found. This project was sanctioned 
nearly 4 years ago and Rs, 5 lakhs provided as an estimate for that 
road, out of which Rs. 90,000 was spent in the previous year and 
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Bs. 1,44,000 is the probable expenditure during the current year. L 
am surprised that only Rs. 35,000 is provided for expenditure in the 
coming year although there is hardly any bridge project on thtft road. 
The entire road can be completed with our local materials, materials 
which can be got without adding to the railway transport problems. 
The materials required are local stones with the requisite quantity 
of which collected near about the road may be constructed. Then the 
cost of improvement of the Kandi-Sultnnpur road was estimated at 
Rs. 0 lakhs, out of which Rs. 1,50,000 has already been spent and we 
find Rs. U lakhs only has been provided in the budget for the same. 
I am not sure if Government intend to complete that portion during 
the coming year. If that was so, more money should have been pro- 
vided for. I submit that these two sections, viz., Kundi-Sultanpur 
road and Sultanpur-Sainthia road, form important links to the east 
to west trunk road which the Government of Bengal hud intended to 
construct at a very earh date. 

Sir, I also drew attention to two very important sections of another 
trunk road — the North and South Trunk Road — in the district of 
Nadia. The Hon’hle Minister knows the Trunk Road running from 
Ranaghat to Meherpur having three sections, namely, the Ranaghat- 
Santipur section, the Santipur-Krislinagar section and the Krishnagar- 
Meherpur scut ion, which would go to meet a very pressing need of the 
district AVe* are. hnwcvci. ver\ much depressed to find that the 
amount provided for the Krishnagar-Meherjuir section is too meagre 
and that the estimate for the completion of this road appears to have 
not bet'ii made so far also I submit, also Sir, that immediate arrange- 
ment should be made to proceed with this work and to link up Meher- 
pur with Berhampore. This .section will then complete the circuit 
from Calcutta to Berhampore and will join the east-to-west Trunk 
Road with the south-to-north Trunk Hoad running from Calcutta 
towards the north and from Birbhum towards the east. While dealing 
with this matter, Sir, 1 should also like to draw the attention of the 
Hon’hle Minister to the dela\ in the progress of improvement and 
reconstruction of the roads from Meherpur to Chuadanga and from 
Chuadanga to Jlienida which were also on the approved list for a very 
long time. We submit that steps should be taken to expedite work 
in these directions. 

W i t h regard to the fir-t part of m> motion, namely, the present 
road development projects including village roads, I feel very strongly 
on this subject. 

So Tar, we have only keurd about road projects of a very magnificent 
character and projects which involve from nearly Us. &5, (WH) u mile 
to Rs. 50.000 to Rs. 00,000 or more a mile: even there are sections of 
roads which are approved by the Engineering Department costing 
nearly Rs. 1,00,000 a mile but with the money which we will be in 
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a position to spend in the next few years it may not be possible for us 
to have a larger number of roads for which the country is crying unless 
we hafe a scheme for improving the village roads. In this connection 
I may draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister to what the Bombay 
Government did during the Congress regime. They appointed a 
Special Officer, a senior Engineer officer, Mr. U. N. Mahida who drew 
up a scheme of village road improvement which was duly handed over 
by me in this House to the then Hon’ble Minister in charge last year. 
It is mentioned in that report on village road improvement that it 
was possible to construct decent village roads at a cost of Rs. 1,000. 
per mile Ils. 500 of which would be the cost of the road and the other 
Rs. 500 would be the cost of raising the embankment. I submit that 
we should also have some programme for improving our village roads. 
In connection with the drawing up of that programme I would request 
the Hon’ble Minister to see if any legislative measure is necessary 
for the alignment of roads in the villages. It is our unfortunate 
experience that in villages roads are converted into drains for such 
villages and that villagers also take particular delight in encroaching 
upon the road boundaries so that the road is narrowed down from time 
to time. I submit, therefore, that we should have some plan for 
village road development and that we should have some legislative 
measures passed to empower Government to maintain road alignments 
und thereby to enable the villages to have improved roads. I do realise 
that in Bengal the advantages of the soil are not the same as in some 
other parts of India but with the clay and sand which we possess in 
sufficient quantity, without depending upon cement such as Portland 
cement, I am convinced by my personal experience of the roads 
const ructed in Bombay, some of which I was shown over by the Bombay 
Engineer, that it is possible to have decent roads in Bengal for Rs. 1,000 
a mile which would stand normal traffic and also motor traffic in certain 
seasons of the year. 1 submit, Sir, that the time has come when we 
cannot take up ambitious projects due to present war conditions and 
that we should therefore pursue humbler projects which are needed in 
the country. 


Mr. C. MORGAN: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, my friend, Dr. Sanyal, 
eaid a few days ago that we were meeting in an atmosphere of unreality, 
and that is perfectly true. I find that the interests of honourable 
members being seemingly concentrated on party differences it is diffi- 
cult to speak on any practical matter which would really interest the 
members of this House. 

Sir, I support the motion moved by the Hon’ble Minister and in 
doing so 1 may say that 1 am glad to see that at least the Communi- 
cations and Works Department has been able to spend the money 
which has been accumulating during the last five years 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8AHYAL: That has been simply squandered. 

Mr. C. MORGAN. Mr. Deputy Speaker, will you kindly see that 
I am not disturbed by Dr. Sanyal in this way? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes, Mr Morgan, you can go on. 

Mr. C. MORGAN: I do not propose to go into the details, but I 
have one small local matter which is of definite importance. There 
are a number of projects in the Red Book into the details of which 
I shall not enter. The programme put forward for 1942-4H seems to 
be satisfactory but there is bound to 1 h» a curtailment of that programme 
owing to the position created at present by war, and it will be the 
duty of the Hon’ble Minister in charge and his department and also 
of the Provincial Board of Communication to see that only urgent and 
essential works are undertaken so far as roads are concerned. 1 would 
also like to ask the Hon'ble Minister how petrol-rationing which has 
been in vogue for some time now will affect our share of the money in 
1942-4*1 Does the amount of Rs. HO, 15,000 which is mentioned on 
page 111 of the Red Book represent the estimated amount we are going 
to get or is i^ the actual amount at our credit from the Central 
Government? J also want to know. Sir, how much does the Hon’ble 
Minister expect to get from the provincial tax on motor spirit. There 
again, the amount that has been budgeted may be only the estimated 
amount but petrol-rationing may have upset these figures. 

You. Sir, I should like to refer to one small item to which I desire 
to draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister and that is that there is 
©till a Special Officer in charge of the Road Fund. From my own 
experience of the last few years, Sir, I consider that no Special Officer 
is necessary 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: You are entirely wrong 

Mr. C. MORGAN: Y ou are entirely wrong in ad dressing me, saying 
“you”. Please address the Chair. 

In m\ opinion the actual work of the Special Officer is now 
finished 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: No, it is not. 

Mr. C. MORGAN: Sir, I object to be contradicted in this fashion. 
Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: You, please, go on, Mr. Morgan. 
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Mr. C. MORGAN: But I cannot go on while I am disturbed in 
this fusion. I have got ears and the interruptions have an effect on me 
like a mosquito. 

1 wish also to draw the Hon’ble Minister’s attention to one other 
item only. In the Kalimpong development area after a lapse of 20 
years some work is being done and in the Budget members will see 
certain items for roads in that development area which will be made 
in order to sell land and give money to Government against the invest- 
ment of 22 years ago. Now, Sir, our Assistant Engineer has been 
moved down to Calcutta to do some A. R. P. work and when I left 
Kalimpong the Superintendent of the development area told me that 
no one had been appointed in his place and that the road work was 
all held up. That is all I have got to say. 

Mr. 8HAH 8YED GOLAM 8ARWAR H08AINI: Sir, ^ trtTO 
omrwrth ztro erotics* 

i v'm cTOHPfl croft rftft?— ‘RTO 

*nr*T SHT ZO TO 71ft C<Kt4ltbk<R ^Toft 

i tot? to to nrft i 

cTT^ftror *rtwn «rtwiRr crtrfa tor*? Rt, =rtfm 

<ft* n m*. ^ pffi, ^*ft HfrTOi qq ft y’ct 

faHro wffa y’rs sra i ^ 

«rtft i TOft ^ftfto *ft ^ftft *rTO$ 

osro faro i 4TOft **ftft retre fc* to to 4*r s 

Pftn ?’*r i 4 to ft: ^rfro *n toto tsi ft? i zftHR ctoi- 
tpR trfiwnr ?’toh mtsrftrz to ?‘to croftPfft 
T «r9ft<n to, TO^n-^t^'Rr TOftw to. TORtror to ; centre 

CTO* TO^fl ft? TO! $ft~5 I pvftz ZtfTOft ZZ ’TO? I Hi 

fasten $ft?ft?rft T&ry ?ft?i *trt^ ftftftft a 

HTO To I ZftHft ?ft*Rft ft: Durno* 

^TotHfZRf >4?Pt ?ftft 5" ef C*TftNfnt frtS 7 ! CTO4R STft ? Durno 

Committee ^ 1 TO I ^Rft ^ ft: ?fiv c?tt TO <7f^ ?ftPft TO' 3 %TO ; 
Barisal Rangeift Deputy Inspector-General of Police, 

?ft*Prft, ?lw3fa. 'TOfOTHR ?ft'3 ^TOT officials 4$’ 

non-officials CTOWt^T CTOR CHt? fTO <?r£ ?ftft roi <?& ?ftftT3 
?ftft TO TO ^ TO C^fTOar T35R ftTOi Cofr TO, Z1 offiical, 

non-official, European, *T«f C«f CZt^ frofeTO tTOt? 

or^c^TBtWi rstn i c^tftr* Hftfrfe finn ^to 

W ftT PfWHI TTOl ^TTftrTOT CTO ftTOf 
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onct, ^fhr c«fr* ^ fan firo Vfc»t on« 7t* cvw»t fc*r$s* 
•mi i ’ ^IVnr® fcftc-w fttjfo >ric# 7ft wfrtti traim ^rrc^ra 

WfMl» ’PPS ft* ftt? 477 ft Tlrm ft* ftnrs et*» I Deputy Director 
of Public Healthy 7XR^7 ’StTYH ft* fir? C7W3 <3fa WftNl l ®V vgC«f 1 
*ftPt CTc«frc* ftci^5tc< ^TXTt* ftcTcip c7 cwr*iw csmrWsThr cs^- 
<?mtW *ti 55**, sfiptor 7t\*n 77*17 so <7* $t*i (ttstti 717*1 *xt*t i 
*f3 Ttml? a w fct*i 47; <3t? *tc*f7 7fo7ri> s a ?r* frt*i c7^tt 7tc*7 i 

t5t7 *TC7 i*ft acquire *7t3 *Tsr ^tTS *7 I fa* 477 “*’7ft, *’7fo”, 

"ftfo, ftfo’ — *fa<PIC«fcr 4* 7*4 ^ f*7ft i 477 $C*7T fa 

c*rft 7 jjre *tffir tj i 7 * ft: 7 fa* 7 C*rc 7 (.TtttTftft 75 T 77 srftpt ftx* 
m txrs, ^arfft 77re a 4^ ftt* c=mn^ farm **i tts *n i 4* 3tr77 
fi rTfttTt^trs 4*7f7 77 , 77t7 77 fa77f7 Txs^fe* £57717 OoTwf^f <51$ 4 
fit* faff* *7i to ti i ®x«r i *ftPt7 facTtft $c*r*i *ti 7t7 *n i 
trttt* fa^tm *ft ^ n : ko <15x77 ott 4^ R 77 $77 fa c*t7 77 *71 

^Tc^r ? ^rt?:^ *1 1 ^0 7W77 Ifot c* *f*7t7 4*1*1 ttcts *fa7tft 77 

o*tT7 Tftrj 7T7T7 71 <7T smrdtt c^rr^ r7i§r*t7ti*tf 7t*i &Tfs 77 1 

•stft <f!5ff9 fasten ^tffarmr* ^7T7t7 *17 C7 (gen f 1 *ftpt7 ftrcTt? 

^^nirft FtSc** *ts> *71 5fF5 1 cTtTtTt^ c^*i ttti- 

* • 

fa*T* ! 4 777 7ft 175X77 *fv ^1? 57 ^irc^t relief work 47 Tfal 
c^rf7 o?rrx7»7 7 *tR r??) 1 c7, ’urc^- 

^PTX^, 3fft7, 7f#t77 ^TTtfK acqui«»47 ftOT *fC$T.5 I ftl 
Ss* ^TR-^ ftfw' srti I Wt7 7ft 7^ 7t^t77 3 7^YR^C3TI 
7t* ft(77 Ttxfel ^ft acquire ^£7* ^tTC?, C7«m:7 CTT^I fe^TS <1tC7 71 | 

^Ift ^77t7 CTlTt^t C^*7t7t7ft ’fCf =rfTt 7C!TRm 47! 7t’7l 773ftX77 
*fg ‘^77 T^Tft C7 TO Wft''trz 47rFr 7T7 7 tftfS CTTO #n 

^171X77 ^’7X77, S 7T77t»39R 5177 I 

The Hon’ble Mr. M. 8HAMSUDDIN AHMED: Sir, thin depart- 
ment, Public Works Department as it was called, has been charged 
as “Public Waste Department”. I can tell this House that so far 
as the acts of the officers of this department are concerned, I will be 
always ready personally to enquire into any acts of omission or commis- 
sion by this department so long as I am in charge of it. I would ask 
my friends of either the Government Party or the Opposition to supply 
roe with informatiou of any kind of omission or commission by any 
officer of this department. More than this I am not in a position to 
say at the present moment. 
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Sir, my friend Mr. Abdul Majid has spoken about the selection of 
the Begumganj site. This is a. question of the Revenue Department, 
but even then my friend the *Hon’ble Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee 
in answer to a question has said that Government have come to a 
decision. Further than that I am not in a position to say anything. 

Sir, my friend Mr. Morgan brought forward the question of 
appointment of the Special Officer. I may tell him that this question 
of the Special Officer was agitating Government for a very long time. 
It w r as tackled by my predecessor in office. But there were certain 
difficulties and after I assumed charge of this department this question 
of the Special Officer has been settled finally and His Excellency the 
Governor has given his consent. Therefore, the post of the Special 
Officer will be retained and he will continue in office, as arranged. 

Now, Sir, as regards the road spoken about by Mr. Serajul Islam, 
I may tell him that some portion of the work was taken up and it has 
been made over to the District Board which has been asked to finish 
it. 

As regards the Guinti Embankment and the road spoken about by 
my friend Mr. Datta, I ma\ tell him that my special attention will 
be engaged over this embankment affair as well as the road affair. 
I will personally go and investigate the matters and try to expedite 
them as quickly as possible. 

As regards the road mentioned by Dr. Sanyal, I may tell t he House 
that at the present moment certain difficulties have arisen. J do not 
know if these difficulties will be increased to a very great extent in 
future, and it may be difficult to proceed with the works that are in 
hand. The House knows that, as regards the supply of tar and bitumen, 
bitumen is supplied from outside India and tar is supplied from 
inside. But even then the Government of India is controlling the 
supply of tar and bitumen. I am very much thankful to my friend 
l)r. Sanyul that he has proposed that Government should take into 
consideration a planned scheme of road-making. I will tell Dr. Sanyal 
just now what I have in contemplation. But so far as road construc- 
tion is concerned, I do not know how Government will solve that 
difficulty. Of course we have got materials, such as stone chips, cement, 
sand and bricks inside India and with these materials roads can be 
built on a tolerable measure and they might meet the requirements 
of our country. This matter is under the consideration of the 
engineers of my department and I hope to go into the matter thoroughly 
and as quickly as possible. Even if tar and bitumen are not available, 
with the limited staff that we have got at our command, the work of 
construction and repair might go on as far as possible. 

Sir, I may also refer to the House that roads have been built in 
districts by District Boards and there is no inter-connected system of 
roads up to the present day and I find that no definite policy in the 
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matter of inter-district communication has been followed up till now. 
Bdt I may tell tfce House how the administration was run from the 
very beginning. From the very early* stage of British administration 
in this Province, public roads have been classified under two beads, 
namely, District roads and Provincial roads. 

The construction and maintenance of district roads was financed 
from what was then called the amalgamated district fund which 
consisted of (1) ferry tolls, (2) road tolls, (3) one per cent, of revenue 
of Khasmahal, and (4) provincial grants, This arrangement continued 
till the enactment of the Road ('ess Act of 1871. Henceforth the 
administration of the district roads passed to the District Road Cess 
Committee. 

The Provincial roads have all along been the concern of Govern- 
ment and their cost of construction and maintenance has been a direct 
charge on the provincial revenues. While introducing the* Cess 
Act in 1 87 o Government declared that the main lines of arterial com- 
munication whether by land or water would be maintained by Govern- 
ment. But they announced at the same time that Provincial ‘funds 
would no longer be available for maintenance of district roads which 
must rely on all taxes and tolls raised locally in each district. The tolls 
on roads were abolished with the enactment of the Cess Act of 1877 
when allocation of the proceeds of ferries to District Road Fund was 
also no longer considered necessary. The public ferries, therefore, 
were resumed b\ Government. The administration of district roads 
in these conditions under the Road Cess Committee continued till they 
were replaced by the District Bounin created under the Local Self- 
Government Art of 1887). 

In 1913-14 the entire Public Works (-ess revenue was made over to 
the District Boards on the recommendation of tin* Royal Commission 
on Decentralisation. In 1927 Government, in order further to 
augment the resources of the District Boards, decided to make over 
all public ferries to those Boards. In spite of all these efforts on the 
part of Government to free District Boards from financial difficulties 
in intensifying their road activities, the increasing demands for im- 
proved communication could not be u»et by the Boards. 

In 1932 the Bengal Motor Vehicles Tax Act was passed to provide 
for more funds to the District Boards and Municipalities for improving, 
maintaining and constructing roads in the province. About f>f> lakhs 
of rupees have been distributed among the local bodies since the 
commencement of the war. 

A new epoch in the road activity of the province was ushered in 
by the inauguration of the Central Road Fund in 1930. Although the 
subvention!* received from the Road Fund cannot be considered adequate 



378 


DEMAND FOB GRANTS. 


[14th March, 


• 

for meeting the immense deficiency of road needs of the province it 
cannot be denied that it has greatly stimulated road and bridge 
construction in the province. 

Bengal is sorely in need of systematised and inter-connected roads. 
In order, therefore, to evolve an orderly road system Mr. A. J. King 
was appointed Special Officer to survey and study the road needs of 
the province and to submit recommendations to Government. Mr. King’s 
report was available to Government in the middle of 1939. Since then 
Government in constructing roads have pursued a policy the main 
points of which are that the projects should be spread over as many 
districts as possible and that the roads undertaken for construction 
should be such that they may be ultimately linked up into a system 
serving inter-district and provincial and not merely local needs. Most 
of the roads undertaken by Government on this principle belong to 
the District Boards and it has been decided by Government that all 
trunk and inter-district roads constructed or reconstructed from the 
Central Hoad Fund will be maintained by Government thereby relieving 
the District Bourds from the responsibility of maintaining these roads 
and enabling’ them to devote more money on roads of district import- 
ance. 

Now, Sir, it is known to the House that there was a large accu- 
mulation of tlie Bengal share of allocation out of the subvention from 
the Central Bond Fund. 1 am glad to announce that the balance will 
be entirely wiped out by the drawal of Its. 30 lakhs next \ear. The 
total provision for Road Fund works asked for in the budget for 1942- 
43 is Its. 41,1 '>,000 including Rs 10,000 for establishment charges. 
The accumulated balance of Rs. 30 lakhs up to the end of the year 
1942-43 will be completely spent in that year and the balance of 
Its. 10 lakhs will have to be found from the proceeds of the Bengal 
Motor Spirits Sales Tax. 

I beg to mention, Sir, in this connection that on account of the 
outbreak of hostilities with Japan, a good number of Road rollers and 
other road-making implements have been requisitioned from the 
Department by the Government of India. Steel, which is required 
for bridging, has been controlled since August. ■ 1941, and tar and 
bitumen also have been controlled very recently. All these will 
certainly affect adversely the surfacing and bridging work in respect 
of our Road Board projects. We are prepared to meet this situation 
however (1) by changing the surface specification in some cases, where 
practicable; (2) by taking up earthwork and other preliminary works 
in respect of the large number of projects which have been sactioned 
but which would not have been otherwise taken up; (3) by pushing on 
preliminary survey work in respect of the projects approved by the 
Provincial Board of Communications and awaiting Government of 
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India’s sanction and also by pushing on land acquisition work; 
ana (4) by construction of the necessary number of small arch masonry 
culverts.’ • 

The budget estimate for the next year excludes the estimated 
expenditure on A. R. P. works which is debited directly to the head 
“68 — Extraordinary charges in Judin — Expenditure on A. R. P., 
etc.” The various Works under tin’s head carried out by this depart- 
ment are as follows: — (1) Construtction of Baffle-walls, (2) protection 
of essential buildings and emergency hospitals. (8) fire-stations, (4) 
first-aid posts, (ft) warden’s posts, (6) control room, (7) shelters, (8) 
miscellaneous, (!)) Duin Punt fire training school. (10) A. It. P. Depot, 
(11) protection of educational institutions, and (12) provision of anti- 
incendiary bomb equipments to Government buildings. The addi- 
tional establishment charges to be incurred by the department to 
supplement the noimal staff to cope with the increased works on account 
of the A. R. 1*. are Its. 1,10,000 for the year 1042-40, and as against 
this the estimated expenditure on A. R. P. during the year is 
Rs. 07.00,000. During the current, year an expenditure of Rs. JO.OO.OOO 
has been incurred with an additional cstahli.Omicnt worth Ks. 78,000. 
The establishment charges being less than even ft per cent, of the 
works expenditure, it will be clear to the House that the staff of the 
department is*now working under very high pressure. Normally the 
percentage is I’bund about 10. 

Criticism is often made of this department as a wasting depart- 
ment. The House should not forget the large responsibility which rests 
on this department in providing suitable Accommodation for Govern- 
ment offices and officers, schools, colleges and hospitals and many other 
similar important public institutions, and for providing roads for 
communications mostly motorablo, the need for which is more than 
justified now on account of military developments practically over the 
whole of the province. 1 am Mire, Sir, that when 1 explain to the 
House the method in which works are carried out by this department 
they will realise that this is not u wasting department. The rates at 
which estimates for the works are framed are generally the scheduled 
rates which are by no means extravagant as the/ compare favourably 
with the District Boftrds’ rateH and are revised, reduced or increased 
as and when necessary. Competitive tender*' on the basis of these 
estimates are then called for and there being now a classified list of 
contractors in the department the lutes tendered by the contractors 
are not expected to he fictitious. The lowest amongst the tenderers is 
then given the work and extra rates in course of the execution of works 
are not allowed except under extraordinary circumstances. While the 
works are in progress they are supervised constantly by a series of 
officers up to the Superintending Engineers and even by the Chief 
Engineer himself, if required so that there should not be any chance 
25 
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of the contractor in charge of the work attempting to lower the speci- 
fications of the work, according* to the standard of this department. 
What I promise is that I shall investigate personally any cases of acts 
of omission and commission which the officers of this department are 
charged with. 

Sir, I have finished. I may tell this House that as I have already 
stated, so far as village roads and district committees are concerned, 
I am in entire agreement with my friend Dr. Sanyal ‘(Cries of “Hear, 
hear” from the Congress Opposition benches) that -a road system in 
this province is absolutely essential, so that on the basis of that the 
irrigation projects which are in our contemplation may not be inter- 
ferred with and the province of Bengal may have, as in other civilised 
countries, as comprehensive a road system throughout the province as 
will make the people of Bengal happy. 

The motion of Maulvi Mirza Abdul Hafiz that the demand of 
Es. 1,48, 04,000 for expenditure under the heads “50 — Civil Works” 
and “81 — Civil Works not charged to Revenue” be reduced by Ks. 100, 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta that the demand of 
Its. 1,48,04,000 for expenditure under the heads “50 — Civil Works” 
and “81 — Civil Works not charged to Revenue” be reduced by Its. 100, 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Serajul Islam that the demand of 
Its. 1,48,04,000 for expenditure under the heuds “50— Civil Works” 
and “8l—Civil Works not cjharged to Revenue” be reduced by Its. 100, 
was then put and lost. 

The motiou of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the demand of 
Its. 1,48,04,000 for expenditure under the heads “50 — Civil Works” 
and “81 — Civil Works not charged to Revenue” be reduced by Its. 100, 
was then put and lost. 

The main motion of the Hon’ble Mr. M. Shamsuddin Ahmed that 
a sum of Rs. 1,48,04,000 be granted for expenditure under the heads 
“50 — Civil A\ orks ’ und “81 — Civil Works not charged to Revenue”, 
was then put and agreed to. 


Adjoummtnt. * 

The House was then adjourned at 11-40 a.m. till 8-30 a.m. on 
Monday, the 16th March, 1942, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 


B. Q. Press— — 244 9A — 70 1 . 
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Fazlur Rahman Mr. (Myrnanalngh) 

Demand lor grant under 7— Land 
Revenue pp. 90-03, 

Fal foliations to Mr. 8p*ak*rt pp. 811- 

318. 

Ftnanolal help 

To security prisoner Hj. Prafulla 
Kumar Tnpathi (Q.) pp. 183-184. 

Flood-stricken people 

Relief to— ~ . (Q-) pp. 62414. 

Flood Commission 

Recommendation* of — . (Q) pp. 88- 

Forward Sleo Party in tho AaoamMy 

Obaervstions by the Hon'ble Mr, 
Bsntonh Kumar Basu on the state- 
ment of Msulvi Abdul Latif Biswao 
about—: p. 47. 

8aftcmi» Mr. Pratiil Ch a n d ra 
Grant of allowance to the families of 
security prisoner*: (Q.) p. 240. 
Interviews with security prisoner* 
detained in Hijli Special Jatti HI-) 
pp. 78-79. 
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*£*0, Mr. Frataf Ob—dn j-otmdd. 

Lmt* to security prisoner 8j. Deb* 
kumar Ghosh : (Q.) pp. 1-2. 

Maintenance allowance for families of 
two security prisoners: (Q). p. 196. 

Maintenance allowance of Mr. Sarat 
Chandra Bose and his family: (Q.) 
pp. 50-60. 

Persons dealt with under the Defence 
of India Rules in Bengal : (Q.) pp. 
2-3. 

Provision for examination fees and lor 
purchasing text-books for students 
detained as security prisoners : (Q.) 

p. 241. 

Ohosc, Mr. Atul Krishna 

Ralami by Calcutta landlords : (Q.) 

pp. 325-326. 

Qhosh, 8J- Debkumar, security prisoner 

Leave to — : (Q.) pp. 1-2. 

Glesuddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Printing of voters’ lists for Centrul 
Legislative Assembly and the amount 
allotted for Mymensingh : (Q.) p. 

12 . 

Qolam terwar Hosaini, Mr. 8hah 8yed 

Demands for Grants : 50 — Civil Works 

and Hi — Civil Works not charged to 
Revenue: pp. 374r375. 

Demand for grant . 25 — General Ad- 

ministration — General Administra- 
tion : pp. 221-224. 

Qoewami, Mr. Tulsi Chandra 

Discussion on the non-official resolu- 
tion regarding release of persons 
(xjnvietod or detained under the 
Defence of India Act and Rules 
moved by Mr. Satyapriya Banerjee : 
pp. 310311. 

Grant at allowance to tho families of 

eeourity prisoners t (Q.) pp. 240-241. 

Qumti river 

Scheme for constructing a bridge 
ovei^-in Tippera: (Q.) p. 331. 

Gupta, Deb Kumar and ij. Frafulla 

Roy of, Calcutta 

Rkterument ordeim on — : (Q.) pp. 

124*188 


Habtbuttah, tho Hon*Me Nawab Bahadur, 

K., of Daooa 

Fall in the price of raw jute: (Q) 
pp. 69-72. 

Relief to the weavers of Bengal : pp. 
64-67 

Haftzuddln Choudhurl, Maulvl 

Demand for grant under 8 — Provincial 
Excise: pp. 101-103. 

HaJiganJ 

Meeting at — , Tippera, on 23rd January 
1942: (Q.) pp. 322-324. 

Hamiduddin Ahmed, Khan 8ahib 

Demand for grant under 7 — Land 
Revenue: pp. 89-90. 

Temporary “Chandma” legislation : 
(Q.) pp. 324-325. 

Hashem All Khan, the Hon'ble Khan 

Bahadur, Maulvi 

Appointments in the Cooperative 
('red it and Rural Indebtedness 
Department from 1937-1942 . (Q.) 

pp. 72-73. 

Defalcations in some of the Co-opera- 
tive Societies in Chittagong: (Q.) 
pp. 146-148. 

Haslna Murshed, Mrs. 

Demand for Grant: 25 — General Ad- 
ministration — General Administra- 
tion: p. 257. 

Postponement of Starred Question 
No. 157. p. 326. 

Handry, Mr. David 

Demand for Grant: 25 — General Ad- 
ministration — General Administra- 
tion: pp. 275-277. 

Felicitation to Mr. Speaker: pp. 313- 
314. 

Point of order raised by Dr. Nalinaksha 
Sanyai regarding the report of the 
Assembly proceedings in the “States- 
man”: p. 335. 

Hirtael, Mr. M. A. F. 

Demands for Grants: XV 11, etc.— 
Irrigation: p. 349. 

Horn* int e rnment «f * the Secretary, 

Muclini League, Reabhatii (Q.) pp. 

6-7. 
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Imposition tf education mi m Bandar* 

las EititM, u-Parganasi (Q.) pp 

7-8. 

Inf tHor Government ttnranu 

Pay and prospects of—: (Q.) pp. 12- 
13, 144-145. 

Inspector of Septic Tank Installations 

Extension of service of the — : (Q.) 

p. 19. 

Inspector of Smoke Nutsanoes 

Post of — : (Q.) p. 79. 

Internment of a prominent League 
worker of Gunabati, Tippers t (g ) 

pp. 319-320. 

internment of oertaln persons In 
Noakhallt (Q.) pp. 14-17. 

Internment of oertaln persons under 
Defence of India Rules In Tippera: 

(Q.) pp. 329-330. 

Internment of Dr. Suresh Chandra 
Banerjee 

Discussion on the short-notice question 
of Dr. Nalmakshu Sanyal regard- 
ing — : pp. 20-21. 

Introduction of compulsory primary 
oducation In Rajshahh (Q.) p. 7. 

Ispahan I, Mr. M. A. H. 

Appointment to the post of Superin- 
tendent, Hengal Vaccine Institute. 

<Q.) P- 80- 

Arrest of Muslim students at Harisal 
(Q.) pp. 58-59. 

Ban on Muslim League meeting st 
Daudkandi, Tippera. (Q.) pp. 145- 
146. 

Ban on Muslim League meetings hi 
N oakhali district: (Q.) pp. 3-4. 

Israll, Maulvl Muhammad 

Demand for Grants: 0-Stamps, pp. 
164-165. 

Jalaluddlp Ahmad, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvl 

Demand for Grant: 10— Forest: pp. 
156-150. 

Jaaatrt District Board Election 

Nov Constituencies for—: (Q-) PP* 
138-139. 


Kaxl Warda CaUto and Mah end Nt 

Estate Mt Tippera 

Reduction of rent of the—: (Q.) pp. 
70-77. • 

Khan, Mr. Dohandra Lai 

Relief to flood-stricken people of 
Sabang thane, Midnapore; (Q.) p. 

H. 

Kundu, Mr. Nlshltha Nath 

Point of information regarding notice 
of cut motion: p. 200. 

War subscription realined from Bengal 
districts and the method of collect- 
ing them: {Q.) pp. 242, 244, 245, 
210 

Leave to Security Prisoner 

Sj. Dchkumur Ghosh: (Q.) pp. 1-2. 

Maflniddin Ahmed, Maulvl 

Arrest of Muslims under tho Defence 
ol India Rules: (Q.) pp. 120-121. 

Procession ut Comilla: (Q.) pp. 67- 

68 . 

Reduction of rent of the Kaai Wards 
Kstato and Mahendra Roy Estate in 
Tip]H‘ra: (Q.) pp. 76-77. 

Scheme for constructing a bridge over 
Guiuti river in Tip|»era: (Q.) p. 

Maintenance allowance for families of 

two security priaonerai (Q.) pp. 196- 

198. 

Maintenance allowanoc of Mr. Sara! 

Chandra Boa# and his family i <Q.) 

pp. 69-00. 

Maitl, Mr. Nlkunja Bcharl 

Demand for Grant under 7 — Land 
Revenue, pp. 30-34, 93-05. 

MaJI, Mr. Adwafta Kumar 

Relief to flood-strikem people: (Q.) 
pp. 62-64. 

Majumdar, Mr. Jnanandra Chandra 

Amendments to Security Prisoners’ 
Rules: <Q.) pp. 170-180. 

Detention of Purity Prisoners: (Q.) 
pp. 239-240. 

family allowance to certain* Security 
prisoners: (Q.) pp. 130-131. 
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Mgfrmtm, Mr. Ji mooodra Mm d»-*oncid. 

Recommendations for improvement of 
Security Prisoners’ Rules: (Q.) p. 
178. • 

Treatment of an insane Security 
prisoner: (Q.) pp. 140-141. 

Withholding of letter of Security 
prisoner: (Q.) p. 330. 

Mai, Mr. Iswtr Chandra 

Demands for Grants: XVII, etc. — 
Irrigation: pp. 349, 350. 

Malaria In 1941 

Average death rate from — : (Q.) pp. 

18-19. 

Manlruddln Akhand, Maulvl 

Demand for Grant: 10 — Forest: p. 161. 

Matting at Ha)lganJ, Tlppara, on 23rd 

January, 1942 1 (Q.) pp. 322-324. 

Maaaaga from the Bengal Legislative 

Ctunoll regarding the Bengal Criminal 

Law (Industrial areas) (Amendment) 

Bill, 1942i p. HO. 

Mohammed All, Khan Bahadur 

Demand for Grant: 25 — General Ad- 
ministration- -General Administ ra- 
tion: pp. 217-250, 254. 

Parking of motor ears near cinema 

(Q.) Pt>. 236, 2«7. 

Remarks on extension of time for dis- 
cussion of non-official resolutions: 
p. 306. 

Mookerjee, the Hon'ble Dr. Syamapratad 

Demand for Grant: 25— General Ad- 
ministration — General Administra- 
tion: pp. 277-281. 

Pay and prospects of inferior Govern- 
ment servants: (Q ) pp. 12-13, 144- 
145. 

Presentation of the Report of the 
Select Committee on the Bengal 
Finance (Amendment) Bill, 1941: 
p. 246. 

Retirement of Government servants 
after 25 years of service: (Q.) p. 
138. 

Margin, Mr. 0. 

Demands for Grants: 50— Civil Works 
and 81— Civil Works not charged to 
Revenue: pp. 372, 373, 374. 


Moslem All Maflaft, Mautvi M. 

Introduction of compulsory prjmary 
education in Rajshahi: (Q.) p. 7. 

Muhammad Ibrahim, Maulvl 

Defalcations in some of the Co-opera- 
tive Societies in Chittagong: (Q.) 
pp. 146-148. 

Muhammad Israll, Maulvl 

Non-agrieultural Tenancy Bill: (Q.) 

p. 11. 

Mukherjea, Mr. Tarak Math 

Average death rate from malaria in 
1941: (Q.) pp. 18-19. 

Relief to zemindars of flood and cyclone 
affected districts; (Q.) pp. 61-62. 

Mukherjee, Mr. B. 

Discussion on the Non-Official Reso- 
lution regarding release of persons 
convicted or detained under the 
Defence of India Act and Rules 
moved by Mr. Satyapriya Banerjee: 
pp. 307-310. 

Mukherji, Dr. 8harat Uhandra 

Demands for Grants: XVII, etc. — 
Irrigation: p. 349. 

Music before mosque 

Procession with—: (0.) p. 132. 

Muslim Assistant Executive Engineer 

Recruitment of a — in the Communica- 
tions and Works Department: (Q.) 
pp. 134, 137. 

Muslim League meeting at Daudkandi, 
Tippers 

Ban on—: (Q.) pp. 145-146. 

Muslim League meetings In Noakhall 
district 

Ban on — : (Q.) pp. 3-4. 

Muslim members of Noakhall 

Notices served on certain — by the Dis- 
trict Magistrate for prosecution : 
(Q.) p. 20. 

Muslim students at Barlsal 

Arrest of—: (Q.) pp. $8-59. 

M ym s m l wg h District Board 

(Q.) pp. 139-140. 


Eisttiani 
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Demand for withdrawal of expression 
“Leader of the goondas” used by 
the Hon’ble Finance Minister: 

p. 281. 

Point of order raised by Dr. Nah- 
naksha Sanyal regarding the report 
of the Assembly proceedings in the 
“Statesman”: p. .‘133. 

Nazimuddln, Khwaja Sir 

Demand for grant ”26 — General 
Administration — General Adminis- 
tration”. pp. 268-275. 

Demand for withdrawal of expression 
“I/Oader of the goondas” used by 
the Hon’ble Finance Minister, pp. 
281 , 282. 

Felicitation to Mr. Sj»enkt»r p. 313. 

Point of order raised by Dr. Nah- 
naksba Sanyal regarding the report 
of the Assembly proceedings in the 
Statesman”, p. 336. 

Ntw Constituencies 

For Jessorc District Hoard Election . 
(Q ) pp. 138-139* 

Noakhall 

Acquisition of land for the projxised 
headquarter station of — (Q ) pj». 
2:18-239. 

Nooruddin, Mr. K. 

Alleged assault on and arrest of 
students by police: (Q.) pp. 67-68. 

Distribution of certain pamphlets 
(Q } pp. 17-18. 

* Extension of service of the Inspector 
of Septic Tank Installations. (Q.) 
p. 19. 

Post of Inspector of Smoke-Nuisances: 
(Q.) p. 79. 

Refusal by the District Magistrate 
of Bogra to grant permission to 
students to hold meeting: pp. 4-6. 

Notices on certain Muslim hotel- 
keepers and the Islamia Printing and 
Publishing Company, of Noakhall: 
(Q.) pp. 121-124. 

Notices on, certain persons of Sonai- 
muri, Noakhali: (Q.) pp. 121-122. 

Notices served on certain Muslim 
League members of Noakhali by the 
District Magistrate for prosecution: 

(Q.) p. ». 


W—wddte, Mr. A. K.-eondd. 

Number of security prisoners under 
Defence of India Act and allowances: 
(Q.) pp.' 181 -183. » 

Observations on the motion of 
Dr. Nulinuksha Sanyal that the 
question be now put: pp. 14-4(1. 

Order of Business 

Discussion on the short-notice ques- 
tion ot l)r. Nalinaksha Sanyal 
regarding pp. 21-27. 

Pamphlets 

Distribution of certain — : (Q.) PP- 17- 

18. 

Parking 

Of motor cars near cinema. (Q.) pp. 
2.30-237. 

Pay and prospects 

Of inferior Government servants: (Q.) 
pp. 12-13, 141-146. 

Permission to students to hold meeting 

Refusal by the District Magistrate of 
Bogra to grant ~ (Q ) pp. 4-6. 

Persons 

Dealt with under the Defence of India 
Rules in Bengal: (Q.) pp. 2-3. 

Plrojpur Jail Yard: (Q.) pp. 177-178. 

Point of order 

Regarding payment of salaries of 
Ministers: pp. 198-200, 

Raised by Dr. Nulinuksha Sanyal re- 
garding payment of salaries of 
Ministers: p. 246. 

Raised by Mr. Ahdur Rahman Hiddiqi 
on the question of referring matter* 
which are suh judur : p. 220. 

Raised by Dr. Nalinaksba ftanyal 

regarding the administration of the 
Assembly Department, during th© 
absence of the Hon’ble Speaker 
either within or outside the country: 

pp. 81-82. 

Raised by Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal 

regarding the position of tho Deputy 
S{>eaker in the absence of the 
Speaker in or outside India: pp. 148. 
149. 

Raised by Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal 

regarding the report of tile 
Assembly proceedings in the “States- 
man”: pp. 881-339. 
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Pclnf sf prlvlltf* 

Regarding the removal of benches on 
the western verandah: pp. 86, 105- 
106. ' 

Polltloal prisoner 

Samar Hoy: (Q.) p. 195. 

Postponement 

Of starred question No. 157 : p. 326. 

Prevention 

Of certain i>orsons from addressing a 
meeting at Natore by the Subdivi- 
sional Officer: (Q.) pp. 128-130. 

Price of row Jute 

Fall in the — : (Q.) pp. 69-72, 

Printing 

Of voters’ listH for Central Legislative 
Assembly ami the amounts allotted 
for Mymonsingh. (Q.) p. 42. 

Procession 

At Comilla* (Q.) pp. 67-68. 

With music bet ore mosque: (Q.) p. 
132. 

Promotions 

Of Junior Civil Service Officers to 
Bengal Civil Service: (Q.) p. 236. 

Provision 

For examination fees and for pur- 
chasing text-books for students 
detained as security prisoners: (Q.) 
pp. 241-242. 

Publlo Health Laboratory 

Appointment of a temjMirary Assistant 
Analyst in the — (Q.) pp. 234-236. 

Roy, Mr. Dhananjoy 

Pay and prospects of inferior Govern- 
ment servants: (Q.) pp. 12-13. 

Roy, Mr. Kama! Krishna 

Demand for grant “25 — General 
Administration — General Adminis- 

tration”: pp. 263-265. 

Demand for grant under ”8 — Provin- 
cial Excise: pp. 107-108. 

Roy, Mr. Klran Sankar 

Felicitation to Mr. Speaker: p. 313. 

Point of order raised by Dr. Nali- 
nakaha Sanyal regarding the report 
of the Assembly proceedings in the 
“SUtMtun": pp. 386, 386. 


Roy, SrMjut Prat alia and Dab Kiaaar 
Gupta of Caloutta 

Extermnent orders on — : (Q.) pp. 
124-128. 

Roy, 8amar 

Political prisoner — : (Q.) p. 196. 

Recommendations 

For improvement of Security Prisoners’ 
Hides . (Q.) pp. 178-179. 

Recruitment 

Of a Muslim Assistant Executive 
Engineer m the Communications and 
„ Works Department: (Q.) pp. 134- 
137. 

Reduction of rent 

Ol the Kazi Wards Estate and 
Mahendra Hoy Estate in Tippera: 
(Q.) pp. 76-77. 

Refusal 

Of the District Magistrate of Bogra to 
grant permission to students to hold 
meeting. (Q.) pp. 4-6. 

Relief 

To flood-stricken people (Q.) pp. 62- 
64. 

To flood-stricken people of Sabang 
thnna, Mulnapore. (Q.) p. 8. 

To tho weavers of Bengal (Q.) pp. 
64-67. 

To zemindars of flood and cyclone 
affected districts: (Q.) pp. 61-62. 

Resolution (non-official) 

Of Mr. Ratyapnya Banerjee regarding 
release of persons convicted or 
detained under the Defence of India 
Act and Rules: pp. 294-311. 

Restrictions 

For holding meetings at Dacca: (Q.) 

pp. 60-61. 

Retirement 

Of Government servants after 26 years 
of sendee: (Q.) p. 138. 

8abang thane, Mtdnapore 

Relief to flood -stricken people of — : 

(Q.) p. 8. 

Salami 

By Calcutta landlords: (Q.) pp. 325- 
326. 
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Appointment of a temporary Assistant 
Analyst in tbe Public Health 
laboratory: (Q.) p. 234. 

Enforcement of the Bengal Shops and 
Establishments Act, 1940, in Chitta- 
gong: (Q.) pp. 13-14. 
Recommendations of Floud Commis- 
sion: (Q.) pp. 68-69. 

Retirement of Government servants 
after 26 years of service: (Q.) p. 
138. 

Banyal, Or. Nelinaksha 

Co-operation of various non-official 
organisations with the A. R. P. 
for civil defence duties: (Q.) pp. 
141-144. 

Demands for grants “60 — Civil Works” 
and “HI —Civil Works” not charged 
to Revenue pp. .106, 370-372, 373. 
*‘10 -Forest.” pp. 160-164. 

“25 -General Administration — General 
Administration” pp 250-253, 255. 

XVII, etc. —I rrig/it ion pp. 345-349, 

355. 356. 

“11 Registration”, pp. 170-171. 

Extension of time for discussion of 
non-official resolutions pp. 305, 306. 

Point of order on the position of the 
Deputy Speaker in the absence of the 
SjKUiker in or outside India pp, 148- 
149. 

Point of order regarding the adminis- 
tration of the Assembly Department 
during the absence of the Hon’ble 
Speaker either within or outside the 
country: pp. 81-82. 

Point of order regarding payment of 
salaries of Ministers: pp. 198, 199, 
200, 246. 

Point of order regarding the report 
of the Assembly proceedings in the 
“Statesman”: pp. .‘131, 383, 334, 
335, 336, 337. 

Short-notice questions regarding the 
internment of Dr. Suresh Chandra 
- Banerjee and regarding the order of 
business: pp. 20-27. 

iMQfftl, Mr. Sttanka 8ekhar 

Demand for grant “25 — General 
Administration — General Adminis- 

tration”: pp. 266-268. 
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taayal, Mr. Inula gefcber-H*m<Jd. 

Demand for grant under “7-— Land 
Revenue”: pp. 41-44* 

Scheme for constructing a bridge over 
Gumti river in Tippera: (Q.) p t 

331. 

Seers tary, Muslim League, Neekhall 

Home internment of the — : (Q.) pp. 

6-7. 

Security Prisoners 4 Ruin 

Amendments to — : (Q.) pp. 179-181. 

Security prlsontr(s) 

Detention of—: (Q.) pp. 239-240. 

Family allowance for — Sj. Pratul 
Gohindu Deb: (Q.) pp. 184-186. 

Family allowance to certain — : (Q.) 

pp. 130-131. 

Financial help to IVafulla Kumar 
Tripalhy (QA pp. 1K3-184. 

Grant «»f allowance to the families 
ol ty.) pp. 210-211. 

Maintenance allowance lor families of 
two . (QA pp. 196-108. 

Number of — under Defence of India 
A«t ami allowances, (y.) pp. 181- 
18,3. 

Prnwsion lor examination fees and for 
purchasing text -books for students 
detained as (y ) pp. 241-242. 

Treatment of an in Mine-—, (y.) pp. 
140-141. 

leourity prisoners detained In HIJII 

Speolal Jail 

Interviews with—: (Q.) pp. 78-79. 

Security prisoner SJ. DeO Kumar Qheah 

Lcmve to—: (Q.) pp, 1-2. 

Seourlty Prisoners* Rules 

Recommendations for improvement 
of-: <y.) pp. 178-179. 

Sen, Mr. Atul Chandra 

Point of order raised by Dr. Nalinaksha 
Ranyal regarding the report of the 
Assembly proceedings in the “States- 
man”: p. 336. 

San, Baku Nagandra Nath 

Disbursement of the amount budgeted 
for Mahamabopadhyaya Haridas 
Sidh&ntabegish : (Q.) p. 186. 

a 
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Externment orders on 8j. Deb Kumar 
Gupta and Sj. Prafulla Roy of 
Calcutta : (Q.) pp. 124-128. 

imposition of Education Cess in 
Sundarbans Estates, 24-Parganas: 
(Q.) PP- 7-8.- 

Nuinbor of Security prisoners under 
Defence of India Act and allowances: 
(Q.) P- 181. 

8era)ul Warn, Mr. 

Demands for Grants: 50-€ivil Works 
and 81— Civil Works not charged to 
Revonue: pp. 368-370. 

New Constituencies for Jessore District 
Board Election: (Q.) pp. 138-139. 

Shahabuddln, Mr. Khwaja 

point of or<ler raised by Dr. Nalinaksha 
Sanyal regarding the report of the 
Assembly proceedings in the “States- 
man” : pp. 332, 333. 

Remarks in connection with the Non- 
official resolution regarding release of 
persons convicted or detained under 
tho Defenco of India Act and Rules 
moved by Mr. Satyapriya Banerjee: 
pp. 300, 306, 311. 

8hahedall, Mr. 

Demand for Grant under 7 — Land 
Revenue: pp. 48-49. 

Distress in Tippers: (Q.) pp. 8-11. 
Promotions of Junior Civil Service 
officers to Bengal Civil Service: (Q.) 
p. 236. 

Shamtuddin Ahmed, tha Hon’bie Mr. 

Dem an ds for Grants: 60 — Civil Works 
and 81— Civil Works not charged to 
Revenue: pp. 361, 375-380. 

Demands for Grants: XVII, etc. 
Irrigation: pp. 339, 340, 350-366, 356- 
360. 

Recruitment of a Moslem Assistant 
Executive Engineer in the Communi- 
cations and Works Department: 
<Q.) pp. 184437. - 
Scheme for constructing a bridge over 
Gumti river in Tippera: (Q.) p. 
331. 

•tape and Establishment* Act, 1848 

Enforcement of tbe Bengal — in Chitta- 
gong: (Q.) pp. 18-14. 


Sfdttantabagleh, MaliamalMpAdhyaya 
Haridas 

Disbursement of the amount budgeted 
for—: (Q.) pp. 185-187. 

8peaksr, Mr. (Tha Hon'bie Sir Muham- 
mad Azlzui Haqua, C.I.E., Khan Baha- 
dur) 

Observations on the short-notioe 
questions of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal 
regai ding the internment of Dr. 
Suresh Chandra Banerjee and the 
ordfer of business: pp. 21, 22, 23, 24, 
25, 26 and 27. . 

Observations on the Non-official Reso- 
lution regarding release of persons 
convicted or detained under the 
Defence of India Act and Rules 
moved by Mr. Satyapriya Banerjee: 
pp. 300, 306, 306, 307, 311. 

•Reply to tbe felicitations of tho House 
to Mr. Speaker: pp. 315-318. 

8tudant(s) 

Provision for examination fees and for 
purchasing text- books for — detained 
us Security prisoners: (Q.) pp. 241- 
242. 

Suhrawsrdy, Mr. H. 8. 

Demand for Grant: 25 — General Ad- 
ministration — General Administra- 
tion: pp. 204-211. 

Demand for withdrawal of expression 
“loader of tho goondas” used by the 
Hon'bie Finance Minister: jjp. 281, 
282. 

Point of order on the question of 
allowing members other than the 
Chief Minister to speak from the 
other side: p. 212. 

Point of order raised by Dr. Nalinaksha 
Sanyal regarding the report of the 
Assembly proceedings in the “States- 
man”: pp. 332, 334, 338, 339. 

Superintendent, Bengal Vaootne Insti- 
tute 

Appointment to the poet of—: (Q.) 

p. 80. 

8ur, Mr. Harandra Kumar 

Demand for Grant: *25 — Genehtl Ad- 
ministration — General Administra- 
tion: pp. 230-238. 
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T — pari fx “Cttandtoa" letMatftifti 

(Q.) pp. 324-326. 

Teddy Shops In Barraokporo Clrolai (Q.) 
pp. 133-134. 

Treatment of an Imano Saourtty phsonori 

(Q.) pp. 140-141. 

Trips thy, Sj. Prafulla Kumar 

Financial help to Security prisoner—: 
<Q.) pp. 183-184. 

Vetera 1 lists for Control Legislative 
Assembly and tho amount allotted for 
Mymensingh 

Printing of—: (Q.) p. 12. 
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